
Lower Merion School District and The University of Pittsburgh
August 2021

FOR THE CLASS OF 2022

COMMON APP, SRAR, AND NAVIANCE



Agenda

 The Common Application – Becky Bowlby and Misty Whelan

 How the Common App is reviewed from the Admissions Office – Dana Gowder

 Completing the SRAR – Dana Gowder

 Naviance set up – Becky Bowlby and Misty Whelan

 Q&A



Common App – First steps – Your Application

https://www.commonapp.org/apply



Common App – Next steps

Add colleges



Common App – Entering your colleges

All colleges entered into your Common 
App account should match your 
Naviance “Colleges I’m Applying To” 
list



Common App – Entering your personal information



Common App – be thorough and accurate

Entering Course Work Grade Point Average 
(GPA)

Obtain a copy of your 
transcript before starting these 
sections.

Students who have 
transferred from other 
schools, will need to enter 
each high school 
separately
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Common App – Review and Submit, Fee  Waiver

Member colleges want to make sure that application fees do not pose a 
barrier for any student who wishes to apply for admission.

Do you feel that your financial circumstances might qualify you for an 
application fee waiver? If you answer YES, you will check off 1 of 8 options for 
why you qualify. 

Examples, you received a waiver for an SAT or ACT OR you qualify for free 
and reduced lunch, etc. Do not hesitate to answer yes!



Common App – Family Educational Rights to Privacy Act (FERPA) Waiver



Common App – Entering Your Essay

You can choose 1 of 7 different prompts 
found here:

https://www.commonapp.org/blog/2021-
2022-common-app-essay-prompts

https://www.commonapp.org/blog/2021-2022-common-app-essay-prompts


Common App – Dashboard



Common App – Optional Information

 Resumé:
 Students can attach their resume to their Common App under the writing tab in the 
additional information section. Due to the fact that the Common App only allows for 10 
activities, a student can use their resume to further highlight their activities.

 Portfolio – SlideRoom with Common App:
 Applicants are presented a link within Common App to submit a Portfolio for each 
school's SlideRoom account. Clicking the Portfolio link will take them out of Common 
App and into a specific school's SlideRoom account for submitting media-based 
representations of their project

Other Information: 
 Example – change in grades, illness, etc.



Inside the Admissions Review of The Common Application

 Case Studies



The Self-Reported Academic Record

• Used by some colleges and universities in 
addition to or instead of The Common App or 
other college applications

• The SRAR allows you to enter, track, and submit 
your academic record electronically to 
participating colleges and universities

• The student enters the courses and associated 
grades that you have completed or will be 
completing into the system, and it is transmitted 
electronically to the colleges who request it

• Have a copy of your transcript close by before 
starting

• Purpose for the SRAR 



Naviance – Common App must match “Colleges I’m Applying To”



Naviance – Be aware of all information in columns



Match Naviance to Common Application



Thank you for coming!

Becky Bowlby
College Access Counselor
Lower Merion High School
bowlbyb@lmsd.org

Dana Gowder,
Enrollment Services Manager
University of Pittsburgh
Dana.Gowder@pitt.edu

Misty Whelan
Career and College Access Counselor
Harriton High School
whelanm@lmsd.org

Save the Date 
Virtual 

Programs

Lower Merion, 
College 

Application 
Night – 9/28, 

7pm

Harriton,
College 

Application 
Night 9/29, 

7pm

Join Dana Gowder in person:

September 30, 9:30am – Harriton
October 7, 11:30am – Lower Merion

Sign up for her visit in Naviance!

mailto:bowlbyb@lmsd.org
mailto:Dana.Gowder@pitt.edu
mailto:whelanm@lmsd.org
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