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Course Description:  

U.S. History – 1776, Beginnings of a Nation to 1860, A Nation Divided  

This course introduces students to the foundations of American history as well as the core values 

and principles of our government.  The students will analyze key ideas and events that created our 

union and how the advancement of the new nation’s economy led to a nation that is divided in the 

Civil War.  Students will learn the fundamental concepts of government and civics, economics, 

and geography in a chronological sequence, analyzing cause and effect and historical themes over 

time.  Students will develop reading and writing in history skills through the practice of note-

taking, critical questioning, analytical reading, and comparisons of primary historical documents.  

Students will identify and organize main ideas, determine relevant details, and relate these ideas 

to America’s past as well as connect to the world today. 

 
 

Course Standards:   
The following is a list of NJSLS that describe what students are expected to know and be able to do 

as a result of successfully completing this course.  The following NJSLS are the basis of the 

assessment of student achievement.  The learner will demonstrate mastery of: 

 

6.1.8.A.1.a Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family structures among 

African, European, and Native American groups. 

6.1.8.B.1.a Describe migration and settlement patterns of Native American groups, and explain how 

these patterns affected interactions in different regions of the Western Hemisphere. 

6.1.8.B.1.b Analyze the world in spatial terms (e.g., longitude, latitude) using historical maps to 

determine what led to the exploration of new water and land routes. 

6.1.8.C.1.a Evaluate the impact of science, religion, and technology innovations on European 

exploration. 

6.1.8.C.1.b Explain why individuals and societies trade, how trade functions, and the role of trade 

during this period. 

6.1.8.D.1.a Compare and contrast gender roles, religion, values, cultural practices, and political 

systems of Native American groups. 



 

6.1.8.D.1.b Explain how interactions among African, European, and Native American groups began a 

cultural transformation. 

6.1.8.D.1.c Evaluate the impact of the Colombian Exchange on ecology, agriculture, and culture from 

different perspectives. 

 

6.1.8.A.2.a Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in various North 

American colonies. 

6.1.8.A.2.b 

  

Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the impact 

of these early structures on the evolution of American politics and institutions. 

6.1.8.A.2.c Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) affected social, 

economic, and political opportunities during the Colonial era. 

6.1.8.B.2.a Determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and regional identities of 

the colonies. 

6.1.8.B.2.b 

  

Compare and contrast how the search for natural resources resulted in conflict and 

cooperation among European colonists and Native American groups in the New World. 

6.1.8.C.2.a Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor systems. 

6.1.8.C.2.b Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of the colonies and 

European countries. 

6.1.8.C.2.c Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and groups. 

6.1.8.D.2.a Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine its impact on 

people living in Europe and the Americas. 

6.1.8.D.2.b Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of different 

groups of people, and explain why their experiences differed. 

 

6.1.8.A.3.a 

  

Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess the extent to 

which they were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native Americans during 

this time period. 

6.1.8.A.3.b 

  

  

Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent 

of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, 

checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal government that 

allows for growth and change over time. 

6.1.8.A.3.c Determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of the 

Constitution and Bill of Rights. 



 

6.1.8.A.3.d Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States Constitution in 

terms of the decision-making powers of national government. 

6.1.8.A.3.e Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were impacted by acts of government 

(i.e., Alien and Sedition Acts) during the Early Republic. 

6.1.8.A.3.f Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing 

perspectives regarding the role and power of federal government. 

6.1.8.A.3.g Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues. 

6.1.8.B.3.a Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native American 

groups impacted the expansion of the American colonies. 

6.1.8.B.3.b 

  

Determine the extent to which the geography of the United States influenced the debate 

on representation in Congress and federalism by examining the New Jersey and Virginia 

plans. 

6.1.8.B.3.c Use maps and other geographic tools to evaluate the impact of geography on the 

execution and outcome of the American Revolutionary War. 

6.1.8.B.3.d Explain why New Jersey’s location played an integral role in the American Revolution. 

 

 

6.1.8.C.3.a 

  

Explain how taxes and government regulation can affect economic opportunities, and 

assess the impact of these on relations between Britain and its North American colonies. 

6.1.8.C.3.b Summarize the effect of inflation and debt on the American people and the response of 

state and national governments during this time. 

6.1.8.C.3.c Evaluate the impact of the cotton gin and other innovations on the institution of slavery 

and on the economic and political development of the country. 

6.1.8.D.3.a Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years War, changes in British policies 

toward American colonies, and responses by various groups and individuals in the North 

American colonies led to the American Revolution. 

6.1.8.D.3.b Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key principles 

evolved to become unifying ideas of American democracy. 

6.1.8.D.3.c Analyze the impact of George Washington as general of the American revolutionary 

forces and as the first president of the United States. 

6.1.8.D.3.d Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the causes, 

execution, and outcomes of the American Revolution. 



 

6.1.8.D.3.e 

  

  

Examine the roles and perspectives of various socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural farmers, 

urban craftsmen, northern merchants, and southern planters), African Americans, Native 

Americans, and women during the American Revolution, and determine how these 

groups were impacted by the war. 

6.1.8.D.3.f 

  

Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris affected United 

States relations with Native Americans and with European powers that had territories in 

North America. 

6.1.8.D.3.g 

  

Evaluate the extent to which the leadership and decisions of early administrations of the 

national government met the goals established in the Preamble of the Constitution. 

 

 

6.1.8.A.4.a Explain the changes in America’s relationships with other nations by analyzing policies, 

treaties, tariffs, and agreements. 

6.1.8.A.4.b Analyze how the concept of Manifest Destiny influenced the acquisition of land through 

annexation, diplomacy, and war. 

6.1.8.A.4.c Assess the extent to which voting rights were expanded during the Jacksonian period. 

6.1.8.B.4.a Assess the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and western exploration on the expansion 

and economic development of the United States. 

6.1.8.B.4.b Map territorial expansion and settlement, as well as the locations of conflicts with and 

resettlement of Native Americans. 

6.1.8.C.4.a 

  

Analyze the debates involving the National Bank, uniform currency, and tariffs, and 

determine the extent to which each of these economic tools met the economic challenges 

facing the new nation. 

6.1.8.C.4.b Explain how major technological developments revolutionized land and water 

transportation, as well as the economy, in New Jersey and the nation. 

6.1.8.C.4.c Analyze how technological innovations affected the status and social class of different 

groups of people, and explain the outcomes that resulted. 

6.1.8.D.4.a Analyze the push-pull factors that led to increases in immigration, and explain why ethnic 

and cultural conflicts resulted. 

6.1.8.D.4.b Describe efforts to reform education, women’s rights, slavery, and other issues during the 

Antebellum period. 

6.1.8.D.4.c Explain the growing resistance to slavery and New Jersey’s role in the Underground 

Railroad. 

 

6.1.8.B.4.a Assess the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and western exploration on the expansion 

and economic development of the United States. 



 

6.1.8.B.4.b Map territorial expansion and settlement, as well as the locations of conflicts with and 

resettlement of Native Americans. 

6.1.8.C.4.a 

  

Analyze the debates involving the National Bank, uniform currency, and tariffs, and 

determine the extent to which each of these economic tools met the economic challenges 

facing the new nation. 

6.1.8.C.4.b Explain how major technological developments revolutionized land and water 

transportation, as well as the economy, in New Jersey and the nation. 

6.1.8.C.4.c Analyze how technological innovations affected the status and social class of different 

groups of people, and explain the outcomes that resulted. 

6.1.8.D.4.a Analyze the push-pull factors that led to increases in immigration, and explain why 

ethnic and cultural conflicts resulted. 

6.1.8.D.4.b Describe efforts to reform education, women’s rights, slavery, and other issues during the 

Antebellum period. 

6.1.8.D.4.c Explain the growing resistance to slavery and New Jersey’s role in the Underground 

Railroad. 

 

 

Scope and Sequence 
 

 

Intro to Geography                                     2 Weeks              Trimester 1 

Unit 1  

 

Road to Revolution                                     10 Weeks            Trimester 1 

 

 

Unit 2  

Independence/Revolutionary War             12 Weeks            Trimester 2  

 

Unit 3  

 

New Nation, New Government                   6 Weeks            Trimester 3 

 

 

Unit 4  

US Today – At Home & Abroad               3 Weeks            Trimester 3 



 

Unit 5  

Western Expansion/Growth of Nation       6 Weeks            Trimester 3  

Assessments 
Evaluation of student achievement in this course will be based on the following: 

DBQ 

Presentations 

Projects 

Primary Source analysis/evidence 

Common Assessments  
 

Curriculum Resources 
 

Discovery Techbook,  

History Channel Chrome books,  

Discovery Education video clips 
 

 

Home and School Connection 
The following are suggestions and/or resources that will help parents support their children: 

 

Discovery Techbook, History Channel video clips, History.com, Quizlet 
 


