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For the last week or so, I have had the annoyance of a pimple at the base of
my nose, right by my right nostril. I'm 60 years old and I'm still getting pimples.
It is hard to shave that area, and it does not seem like it is going away anytime
soon.

In the spiritual life, annoyances are common. People get distracted at prayer.
Our spiritual lives are never a straight line. There are always annoyances,
changes in plan, unforeseen, unexpected, and unwelcome moments like
medical reports, economic challenges, and family difficulties.

In the Salesian tradition, these are moments where we are called to embrace
and live the great virtue of humility. It breaks through the illusion that we are in
charge of our lives and reminds us of how dependent we are on the great love,
mercy, and goodness of our God. Saint Francis DeSales reminds us that God
is God, and thank God for that. We are beloved creatures of God and are
asked not to confuse the relationship.

In The Brothers Karamazov, Dostoyevsky said that once created in the image
and the likeness of God, humans have never ceased to try to re-create God in
our image. In all humility, let us let God be God and be grateful for that.

Live Jesus!
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Fr. Matt sends a regular "Musings" email to share his thoughts with the OLGC Community. You're
receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in these messages. Please

add frhillyard@olgcva.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land in your inbox!
If you know someone who would like to be added to the list have them

email communications@olgcva.org.
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