
 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Growing up in this area, we always prepared for August. It has always been the hot, hazy, humid days of August. People 
from outside the area used to say, “You must be used to this weather.” I always responded that you never get used to it, but 
you know it is coming. I hope you and your families are able to get some rest and relaxation as this summer begins to wind 
down. 
 
The purpose of this letter is to speak about our parish theme for the upcoming year, share with you some of the 
achievements/adjustments of this past year, and give an overall review of our end-of-year finances. 
 
Parish Theme  
After all we have been through with the Covid-19 pandemic and our movement toward a new reality (thanks to the 
vaccines), our theme for this year is “Moving Forward Together in the Service of God.” I believe this reflects our 
interdependence on one another, our desire to look to a brighter future, and our call to live our lives in service of one 
another. Thank you for the ways you demonstrate this on a daily basis. 
 
Gratitude and Covid-19 Adjustments/Achievements 
Meister Eckhart, a 14th century Dominican, wrote that if we forget every prayer we 
ever learned, if we remember, “Thank You, Lord,” ours is a rich and full prayer life. 
Gratitude is at the heart of who we are as God’s beloved children. I cannot say thank 
you enough.  
 
Thank you to the staff who kept our doors open and activities going. Thank you to 
the faculty and staff at the school for educating our children five days a week, both 
in-person and virtually. Thank you to our catechists, facilitators, and leaders who 
brought the faith to children and adults through online CCF classes, Youth Ministry, RCIA, and Adult Faith Formation 
sessions. Thank you to all the volunteers who stepped up in new roles during Mass and helping with our monthly outreach 
projects. Lastly, thank you to all of you for your prayers, support, patience, and understanding as we progressed through the 
many changes that have come our way.  
 
This past year we learned how to be different, resilient, and patient. We used technology to connect through Zoom, 
Schoology, our new sound system, or live-stream to keep our community together for fellowship, faith, and educational 
activities.   
 
Finances 
Despite the Covid 19 crisis, our parish remained strong both spiritually and financially. At the beginning of lockdown, when 
in-person attendance at Mass was restricted, we were very concerned about the effect on our primary source of operating 
income - offertory. However, so many of you continued your generous giving for which we are very grateful. In addition, we 
were fortunate enough to have three one-time incomes and gifts.  

1. A 2-million-dollar gift from one of our most generous parishioners to assist us with sizeable upcoming capital 
projects. These funds are intended as seed money for the capital projects, which will require additional support 
from our parishioners, a list of these projects will be forthcoming.   

2. The Federal government offered funding in an $820K PPP loan which turned into a grant, which we accepted to 
keep our staff employed and continue in our ministry of service to others.  

3. A $284k gift from the diocese as a return on our Diocesan investment accounts. Most parishes received this gift, 
and the amount was dependent upon the funds maintained in our Diocesan savings accounts over the years.  
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Attached is a year-end summary of our parish finances. Please review that summary, and if you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact the Finance Office. 
 
Thank you all for making OLGC such a warm, hospitable, loving, and caring community. It is an honor to serve here as your 
Pastor. Let us continue to strive to be that church on the top of Wolftrap hill that imitates Christ’s loving presence by our 
words and deeds.  
 
“Moving Forward Together in the Service of God.” 
 
Live Jesus! 

 
Rev. Matthew J. Hillyard, OSFS 
Pastor  



 



 

 
 
 
 

 


