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Anytime a movie is shown to a group this is considered a “public 
performance.”  Copyright laws require a performance license for a 
public performance - even in schools.  Showing videos without a license, 
may have legal consequences.

Under section 107 of the Copyright Act, Fair Use can apply to teachers showing small excerpts of a legally 
obtained movie during a  face-to-face instructional activity.  Is this different from how you previously 
understood Fair Use?  This information was posted by US Copyright Office March 2018 based on recent court 
decisions.  For more information see this site.  https://www.copyright.gov/fair-use/more-info.html

W
ha

t’s
 th

e 
Bi

g 
De

al
?

Original DVD 
or VHS

YouTube

Discovery, Gale, 
Britannica, etc.

Legal: Fair Use 
allows for some 

excerpts in 
face-to-face

teaching.

Does MISD 
have a license 
through Movie 

Licensing USA?

Stop

User Agreements for 
Personal Streaming 
Services Prohibit 
Public Performance.

What is the 
source/format of 

the movie?

Stop
Legal

Stop
Without a license, 
an entire movie 
cannot be legally 
shown.

Legal: If the video is 
streamed, not 

downloaded, and not 
edited without  

permission. See video 
author for more 

information.
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Yes

Has your 
principal given 
permission? 

Yes

No

Do you want to 
show a full 

length movie?

No

Personal 
Streaming 

Service Such As
Netflix, Amazon, 

Disney, etc.

No

Yes

To verify licensure, go to Movie Licensing USA
      https://www.swank.com/k-12-schools/movies

https://www.copyright.gov/fair-use/more-info.html
https://www.swank.com/k-12-schools/movies

