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CALL TO ORDER 
 
A Regular Meeting, Open to the Public, of the Board of Education for the Rochester Community Schools, 
Rochester, Michigan was held on Monday, May 6, 2013, in the Rochester Community Schools 
Administration Center, 501 West University Drive, Rochester, Michigan.  President Beth Talbert called 
the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Board members led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 

 
POINTS OF PRIDE  
 
A.  Reuther Middle School, AARI (Reading Program) 
 
The presentation by Ms. Deanna Knox, Instructor, focused on a first year reading initiative that is 
available in all four middle schools entitled AARI – Adolescent Accelerated Reading Initiative.  AARI 
is an intervention designed to increase academic literacy that focuses on expository text reading that 
helps students access content from various texts.  There is an emphasis on small group instruction 
to accelerate their reading instruction built around: 1) Community, 2) Inferencing and critical thinking, 
and 3) Text structure.  Some Reuther Middle School students that are involved in the AARI program 
shared their perspective. 
  
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A. Secretary of the Board of Education – None 
 
B. Citizens Requesting Placement on the Agenda 
 
Colleen Winkler, Vice President of the REA, on behalf of Doug Hill, President of the REA, acknowledged 
National Teacher Appreciation Day. 
 
C. Student Representatives to the Board of Education 
 
Student Representatives from Rochester and Adams High School shared information about activities 
taking place at their schools since the previous Board of Education meeting. 
 
D. Members of the Board of Education 
 
Mr. Coutteau shared communication he received from Dr. Wesley Zanardelli regarding Stoney Creek 
High School not making the U.S. News and World Report state or national rankings for high schools. 
 
 

Members Present:   Beth Talbert, Lisa Nowak,  Pat Piskulich, Jennifer Berwick, Chuck Coutteau,  
Jane Pierobon, Michael Zabat 
 

Members Absent: None 
 

Others Present:   Robert Shaner, Dan Romzek, Beth Davis, Jeff Mozdzierz, John Stoner, Dave 
Harwell, Irene Larson, Lori Hartnell, Anne Evans, Cheryl Gambaro, Dale Hopkins, 
Pat Calvin, Christine Keener, and approximately 25 visitors. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 
A motion was made to approve the following Consent Agenda items as presented: 
 
A.   To approve the Current Bills Payable for April 5, 2013 through April 26, 2013 in the amount  
       of $8,519,707.31. 
 
B.  To approve the Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes of April 15, 2013. 
 
C.   To approve the purchase of Microsoft Licenses from CDW-G in the amount of $186,511.71.   
       Source of Funding: General Fund 
 
D.   To approve the purchase of Web Content Filter hardware and software from Phantom  
       Technologies in the amount of $54,778.00.  Source of Funding: General Fund 
 
E.  To approve the Board of Education Truth-in-Budget Hearing on June 17, 2013 at 6:45 p.m. 
 
F.   To approve a Special Meeting, Closed to the Public, for the Board of Education on Thursday,  
      May 16, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the Rochester Community Schools Administration Center, 501 W.   
      University Road, Rochester, MI  48307 for the purpose of discussing the Superintendent’s  
      Evaluation. 
 
G.  To appoint Attorney Gary King from Keller Thoma, P.C. as the Chief Negotiator for the REA 
      contract negotiations.   
 
Moved by:  Mr. Piskulich 
Supported by:  Mr. Coutteau 
Vote:  7-0 
 
 
SPOTLIGHT ON SUCCESS  
 
A.  Stoney Creek High School Art Students 
 
Diane Heath from Stoney Creek High School showcased achievements of students in the Art Department 
including scholarships, grants, state and national awards, the TCF Bank Art Show, the partnership with 
GM and career day events and opportunities.  
 
B.  STEPS MiCTA Grant 
 
Mrs. Dale Hopkins, Technology Consultant, and Ms. Katie Cloos, S.T.E.P.S. Teacher, and two 
students presented information on the grant from MiCTA which funded a Special Education iPad 
project for the students in the S.T.E.P.S. Program who are certified, special education adult 
learners. These iPads serve as a beneficial resource allowing the S.T.E.P.S. students to use this 
technically innovative project to build support and independence into their daily life. 
 
C. Student Board Representatives Recognition 
 
Mrs. Talbert recognized the students who served as high school representatives to the Board of 
Education during the 2012-2013 school year.  She thanked them for their service to their high schools 
and to the district. 
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REPORTS  
 
A.  Superintendent’s Update (Informational Item) Dr. Shaner 
 
Project Lead The Way 
Mr. Dave Harwell, Director of Secondary Education, along with Design and Tech teachers Ms. Lois 
Davis, SCHS, Mr. Shawn Lotter, RHS, and Mr. Steve Trachsel, AHS, presented a PowerPoint 
presentation on Project Lead The Way.  Project Lead The Way (PLTW) is the leading provider of 
rigorous and innovative STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) education curricular 
programs used in schools. PLTW exists to prepare students for the global economy through its 
world-class curriculum, high-quality professional development, and an engaged network of 
educators, students, universities, and professionals.  PLTW’s comprehensive curriculum has been 
collaboratively designed by PLTW teachers, university educators, engineering and biomedical 
professionals, and school administrators to promote critical thinking, creativity, innovation, and real-
world problem solving skills in students.  The hands-on, project-based program engages students on 
multiple levels, exposes them to areas of study that they typically do not pursue, and provides them 
with a foundation and proven path to college and career success.  More than 4,700 schools in all 50 
states and the District of Columbia are currently offering PLTW courses to their students. The 
current CAD I course will be merged into PLTW – Introduction to Engineering Design for the 2013-
2014 school year.  CAD II will be merged into PLTW Principles of Engineering Design for the 2014-
2015 school year.  
 
Introduction to College Math Course 
Mr. Harwell, along with Ms. Jill Gumz, Math Curriculum Consultant, and Ms. Pat DeJaeger, Secondary 
Program Consultant, presented information on the Introduction to College Math Course.  This course 
builds on the concepts in Algebra 2 and lays the foundation for advanced mathematics topics.  Using real 
life applications, students expand their understanding of trigonometry by solving problems involving linear 
and angular speed and harmonic motion.  Students solve equations involving inverse trigonometric 
functions, and learn and apply theorems as they apply to complex numbers.  Students identify quantitative 
relationships and data patterns.  Students interpret categorical data and make inferences in a statistical 
context.  Students identify and apply counting methods to find probabilities.  In the process of designing 
experiments, students explore probability models, such as binomial distribution, and examine the 
relationship between randomness and probability.  Approval of the Introduction to College Math Course 
and approval of the instructional resources was requested. 
 
Dr. Shaner shared that this course has been piloted for the last two years within Rochester Community 
Schools and that this was just an informational item this evening.  This item, Introduction to College Math 
Course, will be presented at a future Board of Education meeting to request formal Board approval. 
 
B.  Human Resources Recommendations (Action Item) Ms. Davis 
 
Ms. Davis, Chief Human Resource Officer, presented the following recommendations: 
 
RETIREMENTS 
Christine Deyo, Science Teacher, Adams High School 
Cindy Cox, Learning Consultant, Baldwin Elementary 
Jane Kunst, Fifth Grade Teacher, Brooklands Elementary 
 
RESIGNATIONS 
Alexis Cossman, First Grade Teacher, North Hill Elementary 
Katherine Hopkins, English Teacher, Stoney Creek High School 
Rebecca Patterson, Art Teacher, West Middle School 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Colleen Lohr, Science Teacher, Adams High School 
Lisa Saraniecki, Life Skills Teacher, Reuther Middle School 
 
A motion was made to approve the Human Resources Recommendations as presented. 
 
Moved by:  Mr. Zabat 
Supported by:  Ms. Nowak 
Vote:  7-0 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Presentation and discussion of Administrative Center Team (ACT) Preliminary 2013-2014 

Budget Recommendation, and related public input.  (Informational Item) Mr. Romzek 
 
Dr. Shaner, Superintendent, thanked the Administrative Center Team for their hard work as we go 
through the budget process.  It is important to realize this is a preliminary budget recommendation 
based on what we know today.  There is a considerable amount of uncertainty and volatility in 
Lansing regarding the budget between educational funding, transportation initiatives and other 
things that are in play.  While reviewing the RCS budget it is important to protect services and 
programs for students.  Some of the initiatives being reviewed include the RACE Program, grant 
dollars, controls placed on district spending, continue to maximize efficiency and improve 
programming services for students wherever we can.  Dr. Shaner recently requested Ms. Larson to 
investigate options in the terms of Choice of a School District (investigating choice not instituting 
choice).  The district is looking at all aspects of raising revenue. 
 
Mr. Romzek, Assistant Superintendent for Business Affairs, presented the Administration Center 
Team’s preliminary budget recommendation for the 2013/2014 year.  The presentation included the 
list of the Administrative Center Team (ACT) members, how RCS has remained fiscally sound, 
significant budget reductions in recent years, the impact of budget reductions, budget planning 
goals, the recommended 2013/2014 budget summary, and the summary of recommended revenue 
and expenditure changes.  Also included in the presentation were graphs and charts on the district 
budget overview including general fund revenue and expenditures, state aid per student, and 
general fund equity as a percentage of expenditures.  Factors that will impact RCS 2013/2014 
budget include that this budget is based on a series of assumptions (actual outcomes may vary from 
these assumptions and there are many variables that could change), final settlement of State School 
Aid Budget by the Michigan Legislature – Goal is early June 2013, the outcome of contract 
negotiations with several employee groups (REA, RSPA, Para’s), the accuracy of District Enrollment 
Projections, final staffing changes, and other cost issues. 
 
B. Shared Time Agreement with Holy Family Regional School  

(Action Item) Mr. Romzek and Ms. Davis 
 

Mr. Romzek presented the recommendation to enter into a shared time agreement with Holy Family 
Regional School for the 2013/2014 year.  The Revised School Code allows public school districts to 
contract with non-public schools to provide instructional services in non-essential elective courses and 
receive a portion of the State School Aid for pupils enrolled in those.  Some examples of non-essential 
elective courses include foreign language, art, music, physical education, library and computer classes. 
 
Rochester Community Schools was approached by Holy Family Regional School to provide nonessential 
elective courses (also known as specials classes) for its students beginning with the 2013/2014 school 
year.  Holy Family educates approximately 1,000 students in grades K through 8 on two campuses 
located inside the RCS boundaries.  Currently RCS provides similar non-essential instructional services to  
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pupils at Living Word and St. John Lutheran Schools.  After considerable discussion, with Holy Family, 
RCS anticipates that we will provide Physical Education instruction services for Grades 1 through 8 for the 
2013/2014 school year.  RCS has estimated that the district will generate state school aid of $188,000 on 
24 full time equivalent students, which will result in estimated net revenue to the district of $98,000. 
 
Based on this information, we recommend that the Board of Education approve a Shared Time Agreement 
with Holy Family Regional School for to provide instructional services in non-essential elective courses for 
the 2013/2014 year, and authorize the Administration to negotiate, finalize, and execute the Shared Time 
Agreement, as presented. 
 
Board discussion included the 24 pupil count, other schools that RCS provides these services to, and that 
the Board voting this evening would authorize the administration to finalize the agreement.  
 
Anne Losh, RCS parent and Holy Family employee, shared concerns with the revenue and expenses 
regarding kindergarten.  
 
A motion was made to approve the Shared Time Agreement with Holy Family Regional School as 
presented. 
 
Moved by:  Mrs. Berwick 
Supported by:  Mrs. Pierobon 
Vote:  7-0 
 
C.  Proclamation Recognizing the City of Rochester and the DDA (Action Item) Dr. Shaner 
 
Dr. Shaner read the following proclamation: 
 
Proclamation Recognizing the City of Rochester and the DDA 
 
Whereas, The City of Rochester has been chosen as a 2013 Great American Main Street Awards 
(GAMSA) winner by the National Trust for Historic Preservation; and 
 
Whereas, Rochester is recognized as a national leader in embracing sound historic preservation 
practices and building strategic partnerships; and 
 
Whereas, The National Main Street Center’s annual GAMSA awards recognize exceptional 
accomplishments in revitalizing the nation’s historic Main Street commercial districts; and 
 
Whereas, The Rochester Downtown Development Authority played a crucial role in transforming a 
mill town that had fallen on hard times into a thriving suburb of Detroit built around a strong sense of 
place and community. 
 
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Superintendent and the Rochester Community Schools 
Board of Education hereby recognize the City of Rochester and the Downtown Development 
Authority for its significant contribution to the quality of life for the greater Rochester area. 
 
A motion was made to approve the Board Proclamation Recognizing the City of Rochester and the DDA 
for receiving a Great American Main Street Award as presented.   
 
Moved by:  Mr. Piskulich 
Supported by:  Ms. Nowak 
Vote:  7-0 
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ADDITIONAL BUSINESS 

A. Citizens Present at the Meeting - None 

B. Members of the Administration 

Dr. Shaner acknowledged Teacher Appreciation Week and the great work done at the Professional 
Development (PO) last Friday, May 3, 2013. 

C. Members of the Board of Education 

Mr. Zabat attended the Career and Technical Education (CTE) Advisory Committee meeting last 
week. RCS High School students competed at the Business Professionals of America State 
Leadership Conference in Grand Rapids, Michigan. The students were recognized for their 
achievements on stage and some students qualified for the National Leadership Conference, to be 
held May 8-12,2013 in Orlando, Florida. Congratulations to all who attended and represented 
Rochester Community Schools with class and professionalism. Mr. Zabat requested the BPA 
student's names be included in the Board minutes (please see attachment to these minutes). 

Mr. Coutteau inquired about the Rochester Hills City Council and the Rochester Community School Board 
Special Joint Meeting Agenda and the expectations of the outcome of this meeting. Mrs. Talbert 
responded that RCS will be there as a guest of the Rochester Hills City Council and that this will be a 
working meeting over dinner to talk about where we can build partnerships and better recognize each 
other. 

Mrs. Talbert shared that by law, the Board of Education is required to evaluate the Superintendent. Based 
on Dr. Shaner's two months with the district the Board will complete his evaluation at the Board of 
Education Closed Session on May 16, 2013. The Board will then present the Superintendent's Evaluation 
at a future Board of Education Regular Meeting and take action on it. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Upcoming RCS Events 
May 8,2013 5:00-7:00 P.M., Evening Reception for SCHS Student Art Show, TCF Bank 
May 11, 2013 RCS Foundation Hometown Hustle 
May 13, 2013 6:00 P.M., Rochester Hills City Council and the Rochester Community School 

Board Special Joint Meeting, Van Hoosen Farm, 1005 Van Hoosen Road, 
Rochester Hills 

May 20,2013 
May 21,2013 
May 27,2013 

ADJOURNMENT 

7:00 P.M., Board of Education Regular Meeting & Study Session, Harrison Room 
7:00 P.M., Community Scholarship Reception, SCHS Auditorium 
Memorial Day Holiday - No School (K-12) 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 9:34 p.m. 

Moved by: Mr. Zabat 
Supported by: Mrs. Pierobon 
Vote: 7-0 

Respectfully submitted: 

Christine Keener 
Recording Secretary 

Approved by: 

Secretary, Board of Education 
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ADAMS REGIONAL WINNERS 
ATTENDING SLC – ADAMS 

HIGH SCHOOL 
MARCH 21-24, 2013 

 

Last Name First Name Member ID Event 
Alcala Marcus 04-0003-0001 Broadcast News Production Team 
Allain Alec 04-0003-0002 Keyboarding Production 
Arora Naina 04-0003-0003 Presentation Management-Indiv 
Asker Joshua 04-0003-0004 Parliamentary Procedure Team 
Avichouser Amanda 04-0003-0005 Advanced Word Processing Skills 
Bayagich Maura 04-0003-0007 Fundamental Desktop Publishing 
Bayagich Megan 04-0003-0008 Administrative Support Research Project-Indiv 
Beger Briana 04-0003-0009 Computerized Accounting 
Beni Alexander 04-0003-0010 Open Events Only 
Beronni-Bird Christina 04-0003-0130 Parliamentary Procedure Team 
Beyer Beth 04-0003-0011 Basic Office Systems & Procedures 
      Fundamental Word Processing Skills 
Boes Zachary 04-0003-0012 Open Events Only 
Bonito Sofia 04-0003-0013 Banking and Finance 
      Computerized Accounting 
Boyd Jeffrey 04-0003-0131 Parliamentary Procedure Team 
Brown Madison 04-0003-0015 Advanced Word Processing Skills 
Carlson Jordan 04-0003-0016 Fundamental Accounting 
Carlstedt James 04-0003-0017 Global Marketing Team 
      Presentation Management-Indiv 
      Statesman Torch Candidate 
Carniak Daniel 04-0003-0018 Parliamentary Procedure Team 
Cenko Kate 04-0003-0019 Economic Research Project-Indiv 
      Global Marketing Team 
      Statesman Torch Candidate 
Cesiel Kathryn 04-0003-0020 Keyboarding Production 
Cocozzo Kyle 04-0003-0022 Financial Analyst Team 
Colpean Brian 04-0003-0023 Entrepreneurship 
Crusoe Daniel 04-0003-0024 Computerized Accounting 
      Statesman Torch Candidate 
DeMoe Brett 04-0003-0025 Open Events Only 
Deng Jimmy 04-0003-0029 Basic Office Systems & Procedures 
Deng Zhibin 04-0003-0026 Banking and Finance 
Dessy Nick 04-0003-0027 Fundamental Spreadsheet Applications 
Duan Steven 04-0003-0028 Fundamental Spreadsheet Applications 
      Fundamentals of Web Design 
Feng Briana 04-0003-0030 Human Resource Management 
      Statesman Torch Candidate 



Genord Christian 04-0003-0032 Open Events Only 
Gierak Nicholaus 04-0003-0033 Administrative Support Team 
      Statesman Torch Candidate 
Girdler Thomas 04-0003-0034 Advanced Office Systems & Procedures 
Godin Ryan 04-0003-0035 Digital Media Production 
Gugel Cameron 04-0003-0039 Human Resource Management 
Hess Andrea 04-0003-0041 Advanced Interview Skills 
      Presentation Management-Team 
Im Michael 04-0003-0042 Parliamentary Procedure Team 
      Prepared Speech 
Jang Sylvester 04-0003-0045 Fundamental Spreadsheet Applications 
Kletzien Caroline 04-0003-0047 Open Events Only 
LeBlanc Sean 04-0003-0049 Human Resource Management 
Lee Vanessa 04-0003-0051 Visual Basic Programming 
Limb Benjamin 04-0003-0052 Financial Analyst Team 
Littleson Zachary 04-0003-0054 Advanced Spreadsheet Applications 
Lockman Jon 04-0003-0055 Advanced Spreadsheet Applications 
Lowes Lauren 04-0003-0057 Fundamental Word Processing Skills 
Lumsden Natalie 04-0003-0058 Administrative Support Team 
Luscombe John 04-0003-0061 Administrative Support Team 
      Advanced Word Processing Skills 
      Statesman Torch Candidate 
Mack Quinton 04-0003-0062 Banking and Finance 
      Statesman Torch Candidate 
Mader Austin 04-0003-0063 Computerized Accounting 
Markey Jacqueline 04-0003-0064 Open Events Only 
      Voting Delegate 
      Statesman Torch Candidate 
McKenna Grace 04-0003-0065 Payroll Accounting 
      Presentation Management-Team 
McPhail Nathan 04-0003-0066 Global Marketing Team 
Mehta Rishi 04-0003-0124 Advanced Interview Skills 
      Parliamentary Procedure Team 
      Statesman Torch Candidate 
Merza Dale 04-0003-0067 Broadcast News Production Team 
Mettam Emily 04-0003-0068 Advanced Interview Skills 
Mital Nevin 04-0003-0069 Integrated Office Applications 
      Java Programming 
Mitchell Andrew 04-0003-0070 Digital Media Production 
Mrozowski Courtney 04-0003-0073 Digital Media Production 
Mrozowski Katie 04-0003-0072 Digital Media Production 
Nam Sunji 04-0003-0074 Presentation Management-Indiv 
Potoniec Alexander 04-0003-0078 Advanced Office Systems & Procedures 
Purcell Madalyn 04-0003-0079 Fundamental Desktop Publishing 
      Graphic Design Promotion 
Qu Wendy 04-0003-0080 Administrative Support Research Project-Indiv 
Raj Pranav 04-0003-0081 Economic Research Project-Indiv 



Ray Kinjal 04-0003-0082 Fundamental Desktop Publishing 
      Administrative Support Research Project-Indiv 
Ronan Jack 04-0003-0088 Basic Office Systems & Procedures 
Sandefur William 04-0003-0089 Broadcast News Production Team 
Saracino Francesca 04-0003-0129 Parliamentary Procedure Team 
Sauerwein Brittney 04-0003-0091 Administrative Support Team 
      Advanced Office Systems & Procedures 
Scheff Frankie 04-0003-0092 Broadcast News Production Team 
Seitz Jake 04-0003-0093 Financial Analyst Team 
Shaikh Saniyah 04-0003-0095 Fundamental Word Processing Skills 
Sickon Claire 04-0003-0097 Integrated Office Applications 
Sickon Katherine 04-0003-0098 Economic Research Project-Indiv 
      Global Marketing Team 
      Statesman Torch Candidate 
Sirosky Alison 04-0003-0099 Open Events Only 
      Voting Delegate 
      Statesman Torch Candidate 
Sloan Brandon 04-0003-0100 Financial Analyst Team 
      Statesman Torch Candidate 
      Administrative Support Research Project-Indiv 
Tinney Ellen 04-0003-0106 Fundamental Desktop Publishing 
      Graphic Design Promotion 
Trieu Austin 04-0003-0107 Fundamentals of Web Design 
Valera Puja 04-0003-0109 Legal Office Procedures 
      Prepared Speech 
Visavale Apoorva 04-0003-0110 Interview Skills 
Wang Cathy 04-0003-0112 Open Events Only 
Wehbe Rachel 04-0003-0114 Graphic Design Promotion 
      Presentation Management-Team 
Wood Catherine 04-0003-0116 Advanced Interview Skills 
      Presentation Management-Team 
Yazbeck Ella 04-0003-0117 Graphic Design Promotion 
Ye Jason 04-0003-0118 Fundamentals of Web Design 
Zhang David 04-0003-0120 Basic Office Systems & Procedures 
Zhang Nina 04-0003-0121 Presentation Management-Indiv 
Zhang Yiwei 04-0003-0122 Payroll Accounting 
Zhu Danni 04-0003-0123 Parliamentary Procedure Team 
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