Operations Plan
2021-2022 School Year
Updated July 22, 2021

Dear Cristo Rey Parents and Students:
Welcome to a new school year! The information that follows has been developed
to uphold our promise to provide an excellent college-preparatory education, integrated with
an innovative Corporate Work Study Program, in the spirit of St. Francis – regardless of the
circumstances.
Cristo Rey leadership has reviewed and will continue to heed the advice and guidelines
of the Louisiana Department of Education as documented in the publication
“Ready to Achieve School Operational Guidelines” dated July 19, 2021. All policies,
procedures and expectations outlined in this document are subject to change based
on changing conditions in our community relative to COVID-19, including updated
guidance from the Centers for Disease Control, Louisiana State Department of
Education and government officials.
Providing a consistently safe and healthy environment for all persons within the Cristo
Rey community has been and will continue to be the primary concern and guiding
force for the policies and procedures contained below. Your continued patience and
understanding of these circumstances is greatly valued.
Viva Cristo Rey!

Eric Engemann
President

2021-2022 School Operations Plan
The Centers for Disease Control has consistently expressed the need and benefit students receive from in-person
learning. Only on-campus, in person learning will be available at Cristo Rey, with exceptions noted below. There
is no all-virtual option. Such exceptions include, but are not limited to:
•
•

A COVID diagnosis or required COVID quarantine per the policies included in this document
Significant injury or other illness that requires an extended absence from school

Any request for virtual learning must be approved by the Principal for a limited timeframe. Routine illnesses
that result in a student’s short-term absence from school (from one day to less than three days) do not meet the
criteria for attending school virtually.
Vaccinations and Masking
Cristo Rey strongly encourages and highly recommends all eligible students, faculty and staff to receive
the COVID-19 vaccination as soon as possible.
Cristo Rey will be tracking and confirming student, faculty and staff vaccination status throughout the school
year. Collecting this data provides needed information for Cristo Rey leadership to make adjustments to
operating policies during the school year. This information is also critical for our Corporate Work Study Program
and to properly align students with operating policies set forth by certain CWSP partners.
After careful review of CDC guidelines and the Louisiana Department of Education Ready to Achieve
Operational Guidelines, Cristo Rey will begin the school year requiring that masks be worn while indoors
by all individuals on campus while in the presence of other students and staff. This includes vaccinated
students and staff. While outdoors, students and staff do not need to wear a mask if properly distanced. Daily
health screenings for students and faculty are no longer required.
These masking requirements also apply to bus and van transportation to start the school year.
Health Protocols and Procedures
Maintaining a healthy and safe school community starts with continuing to monitor the health of your student
daily. All students, faculty and staff MUST STAY HOME WHEN YOU ARE SICK. Stay home if any of the
following symptoms are being exhibiting:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fever or chills
Cough
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Fatigue
Muscle or body aches
Headache

•
•
•
•
•

New loss of taste or smell
Sore throat
Congestion or runny nose
Nausea or vomiting
Diarrhea

Students who become ill during the school day will be evaluated, and if necessary, isolated until picked up by
a parent.

Positive Case Protocols
COVID-19 and its variants are still present in our community and the protocols below are consistent with CDC
guidelines. It is certainly possible that students and/or faculty will contract COVID-19 during the school year.
If so, the following steps will be taken:
•

•

•
•

•

The student or faculty member may not return to campus until determined to be non-infectious of
COVID-19 or any spreadable disease by their doctor. Any individual who tests positive for COVID-19
must quarantine for a full 10 days from the onset of symptoms or from the date of the test if there are no
symptoms. Quarantine and return guidelines are subject to change as recommended by the CDC.
To the best of our ability, the school will identify individuals in close contact with the student/faculty
member and contact the families of these individuals. Close contact is defined as a person who was less
than six feet away from the infected person for more than 15 minutes within a 24-hour period. Pursuant to
current CDC guidelines, if the student or faculty member identified as a close contact is fully vaccinated or
has had a positive COVID diagnosis within the past 90 days, quarantine is not necessary.
All other close contacts may end after day 7 with a negative COVID-19 test or after day 10 with no test
based on the follow protocols:
To end the exposure quarantine after 7 days:
• The individual must not have exhibited symptoms of COVID-19 during the quarantine, and;
• The individual must have a negative PCR test 48 hours prior to the end of day 7, or;
• The individual must have a negative (rapid) Antigen test on day 7.
• All individuals must continue to monitor their symptoms for a full 14-day period.
To end the exposure quarantine after 10 days:
• The individual must not have exhibited symptoms of COVID-19 during the quarantine period.
• There is no testing requirement.
• All individuals must continue to monitor their symptoms for a full 14-day period.

For all athletes, Cristo Rey will also follow the quarantine guidelines of the LHSAA. Unvaccinated athletes may
return to school according to the procedures above but will follow the LHSAA guidelines regarding a return to
athletic participation.
Cleaning and Other Protective Measures
• Custodians will perform routine cleaning using CDC approved sanitizing products, in addition to other
measures indicated in this document.
• Hand sanitizing stations are located throughout campus and in every classroom.
• Water fountains are not available; water bottles will be available in every classroom.
• Visitors to campus during school hours will be limited and all visitors must check in at the Main Office and
follow applicable mask guidelines.
Transitioning Between Classes
Students should continue to distance properly while transitioning between classes. The CDC currently
recommends at least 3 feet of physical distance when possible.
Classrooms
Students will be encouraged to use hand sanitizer entering and exiting the classrooms. Desks will be separated
inside of each classroom to distance students from one another to the maximum extent possible.

Strategies for Lunch Periods
Seating capacity at all tables remains reduced to allow distancing to the greatest extent possible. The St. Francis
Gathering Area will be sanitized according to CDC guidelines at the conclusion of each lunch period. Cafeteria
staff/custodians will clean frequently touched areas regularly during lunch periods.
Corporate Work Study Program
The operating protocols and procedures for the workplaces of our individual Corporate Work Study Program
partners will apply to our students in those workplaces. Our CWSP team will work with partners to ensure
students are complying with those protocols throughout the school year.
School Masses, Dances and Other Large Gatherings
School-wide masses for the entire school community will take place at St. Gerard Majella Church. Students and
faculty will be distanced to the greatest extent possible.
School dances and other social events are under consideration depending on circumstances in the local and
Cristo Rey school community at the time of the event. Cristo Rey will notify students and parents with advance
notice if a regularly scheduled event is cancelled due to COVID concerns.
Guidance for Extra-curricular Activities After School
Clubs and sports are encouraged to provide opportunities for students to participate. Health guidelines for extracurricular activities are the same as during regular school activities.
Athletics
Cristo Rey Baton Rouge will strictly follow the requirements and guidelines adopted by the LHSAA as they are
made available. Protocols for each individual sport will be communicated by the head coach, under the direction
of the principal and the athletic director.
Students who have tested positive with COVID-19 or who are in quarantine are not allowed to participate in any
athletic activities, including practice, strength and training as well as competitions. Release following a positive
COVID diagnosis or release from quarantine must follow LHSAA guidelines and the advice of the student’s
physician.
Communication
Please continue to monitor our communication channels closely for updates on relevant information regarding
Cristo Rey throughout the school year:
•
•
•
•

Weekly Principal Memo via email and text messaging
Facebook: Cristo Rey Baton Rouge – www.facebook.com/cristoreybatonrouge
Instagram: @cristoreybatonrouge – www.instagram.com/cristoreybatonrouge
Website – www.cristoreybr.org

