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Have a great summer!
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
by Dr. Joseph Baeta, Superintendent of Schools

@DrBaetaNPS

OH WHAT A YEAR!
I think the comment above clearly notes just about
everything I should mention about this past school year. I
will not dwell on the issues of dealing with a pandemic.
Instead I will suggest that we concentrate on a return to
school in September that is best defined by “a new normal.”
I anticipate that mask wearing will be either not required
or optional.
I anticipate that we continue to prioritize hand washing
and sanitizing.
I anticipate that social distancing is not required.
I anticipate that the buses will run with limited to no
restrictions.
I anticipate that we take some of the best practices we
learned this year and continue to implement them.
I anticipate that SEL will be our priority along with
recovery and acceleration.
I hope we all take the time to catch up.
I hope that those that can take the vaccine will do so.
Thank you for your support, constructive and positive
communication, and most importantly for knowing that we
did our best. It does take a village.
Have a great summer!
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How to stay Informed
with all things NPS:
www.norton.k12.ma.us

20

Check our District calendar for the most
up to date listing of events and activities:
norton.k12.ma.us/about-us/calendar

@NortonSchools

@norton_schools

@NortonPublicSchools

Norton Public Schools

ParentSquare
Norton Public Schools now uses ParentSquare for school communication,
primarily with email, text and app notifications. ParentSquare
automatically generates an account for each parent, using their preferred
email address and phone number. We encourage parents to access their
accounts so they can download the mobile app and update their
preferences on when and how they are notified.
Here’s what you can do with ParentSquare:
Receive messages from the
school via email, text or app
notification in your preferred
language
Choose to receive information as
it comes or all at once at 6 p.m.
daily
Sign up for parent-teacher
conferences with smart online
technology
Sign forms & permission slips, receive report cards, sign up to volunteer and more
all from your phone or web portal
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NEWS & NOTEWORTHY
CONGRATULATIONS NORTON YOUTH FOOTBALL
The NYFC Junior Lancers 5th Grade Team
Complete the Perfect Season with A Super Bowl
Championship Over Medway in the EMAYFC
2021 Spring Championships.

The 2nd/3rd Grade Junior Lancers Win the
EMAYFC 3rd Grade Jamboree Championship.

MAFLA POSTER CONTEST

BOTBALL COMPETITION

Congratulations to Alex Georges for his
participation in the Massachusetts Foreign
Language Association (MaFLA) Annual Poster
Contest with this year's theme of "We got This".

Congratulations to the NHS Robotics Team for
their participation in the International Botball
Competition and earning a spot in the top 25
teams.
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PROJECT 351
Project 351 is the largest service organization in the country. This organization’s goal is to train the
next generation of service leaders. Governor Patrick started the organization 11 years ago and it
consists of representatives from the 351 towns/cities across the Commonwealth. This year's Norton
Middle School ambassador was 8th Grade student Jacob Berry. Jacob is a leader among his peers,
having been involved in “Pennies for Patients” as a 6th Grader. For his spring service project, Jacob
wanted to do a clothing drive districtwide to benefit Cradles for Crayons. Together the district
collected over 200 bags of good repurposable children's clothing for Cradle for Crayons and almost
100 boxes (of varying sizes) that were passed on to other charitable organizations.

IN MEMORY OF BETH BLAKELEY
Thank you to the group of family
and friends who coordinated the
purchase of a bench outside of
the NHS Auditorium named
after an incredible supporter of
NPS, Mrs. Beth Blakeley.
The bench reads: "In Memory of
Beth Blakeley. Ardent Supporter
of Norton Schools, Students,
Music Programs, NEED & the
Red Sox."

TROUBLES IN TROUBLE
NPS Paraprofessional at the JCS, Jennifer Farley, has
contributed her artistic talents to the latest story of
Trouble the Dog. Congratulations on your publication!
Trouble the Dog is a global children’s character. His
iconic, expressive face attracts kids like a magnet.
Children seem to be able to feel his “energy.”
Inexplicably, Trouble helps kids hope, believe and
dream. We call him an Angel in Disguise.
https://troublethedog.com/
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NORTON HIGH SCHOOL FLAG WALL
As part of a Global Citizenship Club project, senior
Rosie Conklin worked with Principal Dolleman to
get representation for the different nationalities
in of the students and staff at Norton High School.
Flags representing the LGBTQ+ community were
included as well. All flags can be visible in the
main entrance of the high school.

NORTON HIGH SCHOOL
CLASS OF 2021 GRADUATION
Valedictorian & Salutatorian
Top 10 Seniors
Digital Program

NORTON HIGH SCHOOL
UNDERCLASSMEN AWARDS
Recipients
of
the
Underclassmen
Awards are students in grade levels 9,
10, or 11 who are personally selected for
this award by the faculty of each
department who choose the students
based upon their academic effort and
accomplishment.
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NORTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS EARNS TOP HONOR IN 2021 MAGNA
AWARDS PROGRAM FOR EQUITY WORK
Norton Public Schools has recently become a member of The Massachusetts Partnership for
Diversity in Education (MPDE).
MPDE is a recruiting consortium made up of Massachusetts public school districts whose mission is
to recruit and assist in producing career opportunities for outstanding candidates of color in
teaching, administrative, and support positions, and whose goal is to form collaborative
relationships that will enhance staff diversity within our school districts. All public schools involved
share a commitment to excellence in education, desire to provide equal educational opportunities
to all, commitment to increase diversity among their staff, and desire to provide resources and
support toward the increase of educators of color.
"Joining MPDE is a great opportunity for Norton Public Schools as we continue to provide the best
education we can for ALL students," said Superintendent Dr. Baeta. "As we know from numerous
studies, the diversity of a school faculty and staff is incredibly important to the success of students. I
am excited about this opportunity."
To learn more about MPDE and other involved school districts please visit their website:
https://www.mpde.org/

2021 EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING
SOCIAL STUDIES AWARD
The Executive Board of the Massachusetts
Council for the Social Studies, has named the
Norton
High
School
Social
Studies
Department as a recipient of the 2021
Excellence in Teaching Social Studies Award.
Congratulations to the NHS Social Studies
Department Members!
Jesse Shaughnessy
Eric Paulus
Eric Greene
Colleen Jenkins
Liza Grasso
Melissa Beck
Robert McCoy
Marc Liberatore

NPS COMMUNITY YEARBOOK
This Norton
Public
Schools
Community
Yearbook continuously provides the NPS
Community an update on happenings in the
schools. Here is the second edition for
information regarding the last and current
school years.
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BUSINESS OFFICE
by Matthew Wells, School Business Administrator

mwells@norton.k12.ma.us

SUMMER MEAL PROGRAM
We will be offering meals this summer starting June 18 until mid August. Service days are
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Breakfast and Lunch can be picked up
at the Norton High School back door near the football field. If you cannot make these times
or days please email mvaccaro@norton.k12.ma.us.
*The week of July 4 we will be serving:
Tuesday July 6
Wednesday July 7
Thursday July 8.
**The school will be closed Monday, July 5 and Friday, July 9.

FY2021-2022 SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION REGISTRATION
Transportation Registration is due June 30, 2021. Next year's fee is $250
per rider, no family cap. Visit the Transportation Page to register and
pay the fee.
In accordance with the policies of the Norton School Committee,
transportation will be provided to students based on the following
stipulations:
Students in grades K-6 that live 2.0 miles or more away from their assigned school will
be provided transportation at no charge
Students in grades K-6 that live 1.99 miles or closer from their assigned school are
eligible for transportation but must pay the fee of $250 per student with no family cap
All students in grades 7-12 no matter the distance from their assigned school are eligible
for transportation but must pay the fee of $250 per student with no family cap
NO CHARGE FOR TRANSPORTATION (waiver): Transportation will be furnished without
charge to any student regardless of grade level or distance if the pupil is on Free /
Reduced Lunch Status or the pupil’s Individual Educational Plan (I.E.P.) specifies
transportation to be provided by the School Committee. Students who qualify for a
waiver for any reason still must register online by June 30, 2021.
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ESSER III FUNDS
Norton Public Schools is eligible to receive $1.6 million dollars from the ESSER III Grant. As a
component of the grant application, districts are required to administer a survey to
stakeholders to gather important feedback critical to the implementation of these funds.
For your convenience, the anonymous survey is linked here. Your participation and
feedback is a critical component to ensure Norton receives these funds and how they will
be spent. Below you will find additional information which may help you better
understand ESSER.
What is ESSER?
The American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021, Public Law 117-2, was enacted on March 11,
2021. The ARP Act provides additional funding for school districts to respond to the COVID19 pandemic. The Education portion is known as the Elementary and Secondary School
Emergency Relief Funds (ESSER III or ARP ESSER)
What will Norton Receive?
Similar to the CARES and CRRSA Acts, states receive ESSER III funds based on their share
of total Title I funding. Then, states allocate and distribute 90 percent of funds to districts
based on each district’s share of the Title I in FY21. Norton is expected to receive $1.6 million
dollars
ESSER III Funds
A district that receives ESSER funds must consult with the stakeholder groups listed below
and formulate a plan that includes the following, which will all be captured on our ESSER
III application:
1. Funds can be used to implement prevention and mitigation strategies aligned with
CDC guidance;
2. Of the total allocation, 20% will address the academic impact of lost instructional time
through evidence-based interventions
3. Interventions employed will respond to the academic, social, emotional, and mental
health needs of all students and particularly those disproportionately impacted,
including students from low-income families, students of color, English learners,
children with disabilities, students experiencing homelessness, children and youth in
foster care, and migratory students.
Stakeholder Groups
Stakeholder engagement must include:
Students
Families
School and District Administrators
Teachers, service providers, other school staff
Civil rights organizations
Stakeholders representing the interests of children with disabilities, students
experiencing homelessness, children and youth in foster care, migratory students, and
justice-involved youth.
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BUILDINGS & GROUNDS

by Wade Lizotte, Director of Facilities

wadelizotte@norton.k12.ma.us

@wadelizotte

SUMMER FACILITIES USE & IMPROVEMENTS
The Facilities department is getting ready for what appears to be a very busy Summer. We
will once again be hosting the Champions day care program at the Henri A. Yelle school.
We will also be hosting summer school classes at the J.C. Solmonese and at the High
School. The enrichment program will be held at the Middle School this summer.
In regards to facility improvements we have the following scheduled this summer:
Water Testing
We will continue to test and make improvements to our drinking water and bubblers in
regards to lead and copper. Our results will be posted on our school district’s website.
Scheduled Summertime cleaning
We will also be performing our normal scheduled summertime cleaning:
Stripping and waxing floors;
cleaning classrooms and kitchens;
Washing windows;
dusting; and
vacuuming.
Inspections
We will also be conducting endless inspections and renewal of our building certificates.
Fire equipment;
sprinkler systems;
elevators;
bleachers;
air flow and building exhaust vents;
A/C units;
generators;
Asbestos; and
pesticides
are just some of the inspections that we will have to pass before we can open our
buildings come September.
In the end we are constantly maintaining and improving our school buildings, making
them a safe and inviting place for our kids to come to every day to learn and grow.
Hopefully they will be a place where they can feel safe and make unforgettable memories
that will last a lifetime.
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OFFICE OF
TEACHING & LEARNING
by Jennifer O'Neill, Assistant Superintendent forTeaching and Learning
joneill@norton.k12.ma.us

@NortonCIA

SUMMER READING AND MATH 2021 (K-5)
Reading and Math and Library Resource Padlet
This Summer, the Norton Elementary School Teachers,
Administrators and Staff would love for you and your children
to read about Tails and Tales. They may also choose to explore
realistic fiction, non-fiction, poetry, biographies, and more.
Please READ HERE about the importance of reading. The best reason to read everyday for at least 20
minutes is that reading is fun! Also, keep practicing your math skills with fun activities, games and
digital resources on the padlet. “Summer math learning keeps students on track for success.”
Here are some guidelines:
Your child may read any book(s) of their choice. You can also find books online from the
resources provided.
Try to do 2-3 math games, calendar activities and digital resources of your choice to keep up with
your math skills.
Track it on your reading and math logs provided.
Return both the reading and math logs to your new teacher in September for a prize!
Have fun! Play Reading Bingo!
Choose one of the books you’ve
read to write about on the response
sheet provided in resources.
Read for at least 20 minutes a day
and try to do 3-4 math activities a
week! You can do it!
You will receive a ticket for each
item returned to be entered into a
drawing for a chance(s) to win a
grand prize. Ex: If you return the
reading log, math log, reading
response sheet, and your bingo
board you would get 4 tickets for 4
chances to win.
If you need a hard copy of the logs
and response sheet please email
panderson@norton.k12.ma.us
and
copies will be mailed to you. Please
include your child’s name and
incoming grade level.

We have also partnered with the Norton Public
Library to provide multiple avenues to access
books and more incentives to read! Be sure to
register for the NPL summer reading program
starting in-person at the library on Tuesday, July
6. The reading your child does for school counts
for the library, too! We are both counting in 20minute increments, and your child can read to
earn tickets for the Grand Prize Raffles at the
library. Join the library for six weeks of outdoor
summer fun in Norton Library Park!
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NORTON MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER LEARNING ASSIGNMENTS
FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADE 6, 7 AND 8
There are no mandatory summer assignments. We are encouraging interested students and
families to participate in the Norton Public Library’s summer reading program.
Welcome to Summer Reading 2021:
Norton Public Library Presents six weeks of outdoor summer fun for ages 0-18!
Tuesday, July 6 through Friday, August 13
This summer we'll share animal stories - old favorites and brand new ones! We'll also help you
tell your own true and imagined tales in creative ways! Come to fun programs for all ages in
Norton Library park! Read 20 minutes every day to earn chances in our Prize Raffle! Browse the
library at your own pace and check out all the books you can carry! Register in person starting
Tuesday, July 6th at our Summer Reading Kickoff Show with magician/juggler extraordinaire,
Scott Jameson!
https://www.nortonlibrary.org/summer-reading.html
Mathematics:
For Mathematics we encourage students to explore Khan Academy. A free website where kids
can practice skills to stay sharp or even challenge themselves with new material. It is a great
website for all grades and levels of learners.
http://www.khanacademy.org/

NORTON HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER LEARNING
Depending on their course load, many high schoolers have required summer assignments.
Please visit the link below for access to all summer learning requirements and materials.
https://www.norton.k12.ma.us/norton-high-school/students-families/summer-learning
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STUDENT SERVICES
by Vincent Cerce, Director of Pupil Personnel Services & Casey Russo, Coordinator of Special Education
vcerce@norton.k12.ma.us

crusso@norton.k12.ma.us

NPS DAY GAMES
Because this year's Special Olympics Day Games did not take place, the NPS Day Games
were coordinated at the J.C. Solmonese and Norton Middle School on June 2 and 8.

ESY
ESY is starting on July 6 at JCS and runs Tuesday-Thursday 8 a.m. -12 p.m. We are
encouraging families to participate in person but are also accommodating those that require
remote services.

NEW SPECIALIZED PROGRAM CLASSROOMS
We have 3 new specialized program classrooms opening in September:
additional BEST class at LGN;
a new BEST class at the middle school; and
an additional Language Based Classroom at the high school.
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TECHNOLOGY
DEPARTMENT
by Karen Winsper, Director of Instructional Technology
karenwinsper@norton.k12.ma.us

@kwinsper

TECH SUPPORT DURING NPS LEARNING
This has been a year like no other for all of us. The tech department saw record use of
digital tools and resources by staff and students. Being fully 1:1 brought excitement and
challenges for our team. Here are some areas in which we have assisted our NPS learning
community over the past several months:
Provided support to teachers and other instructional staff looking to use technology to
increase student engagement
Collaborated with staff across buildings to facilitate projects and provide support
Maintained the technology infrastructure including identifying and resolving Wi-Fi,
software, and hardware issues
Addressed daily tech tickets from families, students, and staff
Created tech tip videos for students and staff
Assisted with MCAS support in all buildings
Provided training to administrative assistants
Attended training and advocacy events for student data privacy
Supported staff with virtual parent/teacher conferences
Helped DLA staff showcase student work virtually
Provided live support throughout Remote Mondays and during our weeks of
transitioning to live streaming and full in person learning
Delivered and exchanged devices for students under quarantine or to those who lacked
transportation
Provided technology support to parents/guardians over the phone, in virtual meetings,
or in person
Provided wi-fi hotspots or sponsorships to families in need
Developed online professional development modules for staff

TECH DEVICES DURING SUMMER
Please see the previous technology department posting in ParentSquare for information
regarding devices for the summer months.
Wishing all of you a wonderful summer break!

