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Southam College has been
reaccredited the RE Quality
GOLD Mark Award

Kindness, Confidence and Resilience

What a half term! Our
school values are
kindness, confidence
and resilience. The last
term has certainly
required us to show all
these values but
resilience in particular!
The continuous
interruptions to learning
have been frustrating for
all of us, but by
following all Public Health
England Guidance we
have ensured that staff
and students have
remained as safe as
possible.

Despite these challenges
our school has still
achieved a huge amount
in the last six weeks.
Teacher assessed grades
were all completed and
submitted to the
examination boards, and
we look forward to results
days in August with eager
anticipation. The students
and staff have been truly
amazing in adapting to
this year's methods of
assessment, and I know
that the grades that our
students achieve will be
totally deserved!
Other great achievements
of the last term were the
reaccreditation of our
World Class School and
RE Gold Status. These
fantastic achievements
reflect the wonderful
talents of our students,
and both awards are only

achieved by a very small
group of schools
nationally. Well done to
all involved !
The last year has
challenged us like no
other. We have adapted
to the numerous
challenges put before us,
and developed new skills
which will help us in the
future. As a result I
believe we will be an
even better school in
2021/22 and I for one
cannot wait to get started
in September.
Have a lovely summer
holiday everyone and
stay safe.
Mr Samra, Head teacher
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New in September 2021!
We believe in working closely with parents and
carers and are always looking at ways to improve
communication between home and school. We are
very excited to announce a major change in the way
we communicate with yourself and our students by
moving from Satchel:One to a new platform across
the secondary schools in the Stowe Valley MAT – Class Charts. This will be the
new app-based solution for us to set home learning, award HAPs, inform you of
behaviour incidents and detentions, and to access students’ timetables from
September.
Class Charts is a digital platform and app which teachers will use to track
achievement and behaviour throughout the school day. One of the key benefits
of using Class Charts is that we are able to securely share your child’s
achievements with you and to keep you up to date in real-time.
Students will be able to check their home learning, timetables, achievements
and spend their HAPs in our new online rewards shop which will be run by our
student leadership team. It features a selection of rewards from a pass to jump
the canteen queue to stationery and sports equipment.
Each student and parent will be issued with a unique access code in the week
beginning 6th September. If you have more than one child in the school, you
can enter additional codes directly into your created account.
We will demonstrate Class Charts for students during their registration session
in September and have put together a parent guide on our website.

National Teaching Awards
Southam College teachers Alice Thomas ( Head of Philosophy and Ethics) and
Tom Cole (Head of Year 12 and History Teacher) were nominees for the National
Teaching Awards.
Congratulations to them both for having their excellent work recognised by
colleagues and students. Mr Samra
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RE Quality GOLD Mark
Southam College has been reaccredited the RE Quality GOLD Mark Award
The Philosophy and Ethics department at Southam has been recognised for
embedding a creative, innovative, and outstanding curriculum. The award also
recognises the outstanding contribution Philosophy and Ethics
makes to the school community and wider community.
‘Philosophy allows us to become more culturally aware and
allows us to explore the world from a single classroom!' James,
Year 7
Thank you to all of our students for their engagement with the
Philosophy and Ethics Department. Congratulations to all staff
involved and in particular Mrs Thomas for her tireless
commitment to this area of the curriculum.

Pride Month
June was Pride Month, which we marked to
recognise the importance of this month to the
LGBT+ community and to show that we here at
Southam College are committed to being an
accepting community for all.
We have had various displays around the school
showing LGBT+ individuals and have had a Tutor
Time assembly looking at the Stonewall Riots,
how that was a catalyst for modern Pride, and why Pride is still needed. As part of
Southam College’s commitment we are hoping to get the LGBT+ society back up
and running which was in hiatus due to Covid restrictions, and hopefully next year
we will be able to celebrate in person! Thank you for all of the support in school
and at home!
Mr. Faulkner, LGBT+ Ambassador
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Great News!
We have recieved a certificate from the Duke of Edinburgh
Award showing the total time our students have spent
volunteering during the last year towards their awards. All
this in spite of the disruption from Covid. Well done to all
the students involved!
Thank you to Southam
College’s Global Virtues
and Cultural Ambassadors
for creating our display of
sunflowers, bringing
happiness to our days!

New School Model creates ‘wow’ factor!
Students staff and visitors
have been hugely
impressed with the 3D
model of the proposed new
school building which now
has pride of place outside
the school library.
It has allowed everyone to
develop a deeper
understanding of where the
new school will be situated,
what it will look like and the
benefits it will bring to all
who will use it.
A huge thank you to Jon
Taylor (Science technician)
and Gavin Robinson (Tech
technicians) for creating the
stunning scale model.

Art and Photography Exhibition
The Southam College Art & Photography departments are proud
to showcase some of our very talented and amazing students’
work.
Year 7 have been working hard on their reduction lino prints, with
some beautiful finished outcomes being place on display: the use of
layers and colour really makes the work stand out. GCSE & A-level
photography students have been creating some outstanding work as
well, creating amazing photographs using analogue and digital
techniques.
Well done to all, fantastic work!
Mr Phillips & Mrs Merlin-Warner

Congratulations to
Faye on achieving
her black belt in
Taekwondo.
After 5 years of
committed training
(including a 13 month
delay due to lockdown)
she took her grading in
Stourport on 23rd May.
Well done!
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Success for James
In July, James D (year 8) competed in the
British Youth Championships on his trials
bike. James had to ride 30 sections each day
and it was very complicated and gruelling. It
was definitely the hardest thing James has
ever done on his bike (which he services and
maintains himself).
Well done James.
Mr Elkerton

Congratulations Ruby
Huge congratulations
Ruby H. Who won two
championship titles,
competing against adults.
Ruby will be
representing Team GB at
the senior World Vaulting
Championships in Hungary
in August.
This is an outstanding
achievement. We at
Southam College are proud
of your dedication,
enthusiasm, and
achievements.
Mr Elkerton

Year 12 Well-Being Team
Members of the Year 12
well-being team were
approached by the Long
Itchington pre school to
restyle their shed.
The girls have started
painting the background
ready to get the design
painted on.
Miss Brown and Mrs Allum

World Class School
It is with great pride and pleasure that Southam College can
announce that we have been accredited as a ‘World Class School’ for
a second time following our initial accreditation in 2018. This means
we are one of only nine schools nationally who have proved themselves to
be "World Class" over the past three years and to achieve reaccreditation
during the challenging circumstances of the pandemic.
The World Class status reflects the outstanding talents of our brilliant
students who have demonstrated that they are ‘learners and leaders with a
commitment to achieving the best from our community and the best in the
workplace by acquiring a deep knowledge and understanding of the world.’
We would particularly like to recognise the contributions of Evie Du Bois,
Meggie Moses, Imogen Angell and Holly Timms (year 10) along with,
Abigail Wilkinson, Isabelle Alexander and Joe Quinney (year 12) who led
on our reaccreditation bid. They represent a shining achievement and one
of which we can all be proud.

Careers in Law - Work Experience
Thank you to Eva Harrison from Careers Seekers
Direct who met year 12 students interested in the
field of law and a thank you to Morre and Tibbitts
Law firm who provided a fantastic opportunity for
our students to ask lots of questions about careers
in law.

PTSA

THANK YOU

Thanks so much to everyone who
has supported us this year. We
know it has been a challenging year for
everyone, and we have missed seeing
people face to face at events at school, so
we appreciate your support more than ever.
We have continued to plan behind the scenes
and have some new ideas/events that we are looking at so hopefully we will be
able to announce those next term.
We have continued to support the students in several ways this year and have
funded over £5000 across different departments and initiatives in school.
Including, Science Dept, Media Studies Dept, Textiles Dept, PE Dept, Art Dept,
Drama Dept, Maths Dept, Eternal Festival 2021, Lifespace Mental Health and
Wellness
Here are some of the ways that you can support us so please sign up to
these initiatives if you can and help us improve and enhance the student
experience at Southam College.

Please get in touch at southamcollegeptsa@gmail.com or message us on our
Facebook page if you have any questions. We are always looking for new members.

ENJOY THE SUMMER!
Philosophers of the term
Well done to the following students who are
our Philosophers of the term:
Tia Y7, Emma Y8, Chloe Y 9, Frankie Y10.
The Philosophy and Ethics department are
proud of your hard work and encourage you
to keep questioning and exploring key
philosophical, ethical, theological, and
religious ideas!
Students received a certificate and one of
our own personalised department
philosophical badges.
8
9

CONGRATULATIONS MILLIE!
Southam College would like to say many congratulations to Millie Irish in Year
12! Millie won a hat-trick of titles at a national sailing championship on the
south coast over half term. Millie competed at the 4-day RS Feva National
Championship at Hayling Island, sailing with crew Jess Powell. After a tricky
first day competing in the 85-boat fleet, they made a dramatic comeback including 7 race wins in the 12-race series - to claim the national, ladies and
pro-am titles!

Year 12 Work Experience
As part of the Y12 Work Experience week,
Sophie S and Tegan S have taken on the
role of Artist in Residence within the
Technology Department. During the week
they were commissioned to create a design
to promote the subjects Food, Graphics and
Textiles. Their designs were developed into
a mural, spanning over 10m in length. Their
creative design clearly identifies the
subjects and now painted onto the wall
creates a huge impact on the corridor. The
Technology department have been delighted
by the way in which both students took on
the challenge, working well as a team,
presenting their ideas successfully to the
department and showing determination to
meet the deadline set.
A fantastic effort - well done.

Year 7 English
This extraordinary descriptive short was created by Leo A, Year 7
under timed conditions in his end of year English exam. Students were
given the image of a person watching a bird of prey and asked to write
a description based on the image. This is what he wrote...
Sunlight peaked through the trees, sending rays in many random directions, almost
blinding me. Being cautious not to look directly into the sun, I look up. I look up and
see vibrant, vivid colours of yellow and brown, black and orange. Giant gusts of wind
push against my face. I stagger back, breath taken by its beauty.
Wind howled in my ears, even through my hood but I was having the time of my life: I
didn’t care my nose was numb, I didn’t care that I should have been back home an
hour ago because it was here. Right in front of me. Close enough for me to touch but
I dare not to, I couldn’t imagine how I’d feel if I made it fly away.
Then the wind stopped as he glided away. As graceful of a Greek goddess pulled in a
chariot pulled by Pegasus’. It was over. He had gone. I stood there for a moment,
thinking about what I just saw. Not angry that he left, not frustrated that I didn’t take a
photo, just in awe.
My attention was focussed on the waves. They rolled in and out at a steady pace like
a forgotten grandfather clock. I ran. I ran forward, ploughing into the icy water.
Shivers ran up my spine, water splashed into my face.
I felt free, I felt freer that I had ever
before – even before they put me in
Whittmore Hall. I felt alive, I felt
human again.
Father had
always told me, “that place
makes you more sick when
you leave than when
you entered”.
I awake, realising I
had never left “the
hospital for the
mentally ill”, I was
still trapped, still
t r e a t e d
inhumanely, it was
just a dream, a
hope.

