St. Martin’s Episcopal School
Outdoor Classroom & Science Lab
Explore, Investigate , Learn

Since 1959, St. Martin's Episcopal School in Atlanta,
Georgia, has offered a quality education in a loving,
Christian environment. Serving approximately 650
students in three academic divisions (3-year-olds
through 8th grade), St. Martin's is a school where
every child has a voice.
Small class size is vital to our students' successes.
Every child is included in classroom discussions,
hands-on projects or play time. Students can explore
their potential in extracurricular activities as well.
From drama to athletics to student government,
children may participate in multiple organizations
and enjoy leadership roles among their peers.
St. Martin's also seeks to educate the heart as well as
the mind. As an Episcopal school, students' spiritual
growth remains an important part of our mission,
working to inspire good citizenship, service to God and
our community, and love and respect for oneself and
others. St. Martin's is a Christian school with an Episcopal identity, but we educate children of many faiths.
Please take the time to visit our campus and learn
more about this special place that we call home each
day. We look forward to seeing you!
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Elizabeth Beckwith, EC Science Teacher
I have always been fascinated with the
natural world. Growing up, I lived
near a lake and spent my childhood
exploring outdoors. Because of those
wonderful experiences, I followed a
science career path. Before serving as
St. Martin’s Episcopal School’s Science
teacher, I was an animal educator at
Zoo Atlanta and a zoo keeper at the
Birmingham Zoo.
St. Martin’s Outdoor Classroom was built in 2004 as a local
community and parent project, with the mission of inspiring
passion for the natural world in Early Childhood students
by connecting them to nature while they are young. This
connection grows into respect as they turn into adults. Increasing evidence shows that children benefit physically and
psychologically from unstructured outdoor time. The Outdoor Classroom nurtures this and allows children opportunities to make discoveries and gain authentic experiences in
the natural world. Most children enter our EC program interested in nature: they watch nature-themed shows on TV,
go to the zoo, and have science and animal birthday parties,
but they don’t experience it first-hand, on their own. In the
Outdoor Classroom they are able to make their own discoveries that last a lifetime.
The Outdoor Classroom puts children outside in a nonplayground setting where they are safely able to explore and
experience “true play” in nature.

Cindy Alexander, St. Martin’s Early Childhood Principal
St. Martin’s Outdoor Classroom holds many accolades. Most importantly,
it is a Certified Natural Wildlife Habitat by the National Wildlife
Federation, a Nature Explore Classroom certified by the Arbor Day
Foundation, and most recently the Outdoor Classroom won honorary
mention at the Southern Early Childhood Association’s Exemplary
Outdoor Classroom contest. The Outdoor Classroom and the adjoining
Science Lab have been featured in numerous publications, including the
Atlanta Journal and Constitution, Atlanta Magazine, and the Brookhaven
Reporter Newspaper.
The Outdoor Classroom is a place for children to explore and discover.
Smiles, giggles and laughter are abundant!
Our Outdoor Classroom has many different areas the children can
explore, including a compost area, dinosaur excavation site, a pond with
fish and frogs, numerous gardening beds, a large shaded gazebo, and a
greenhouse. There is also a very large green space where children can
roll, run, and cloud gaze on soft cushions. 1st graders take their science
journals outside and sketch objects they see in nature. The Beginners (3year-olds) take part in nature scavenger hunts throughout the different
seasons while the Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten students enjoy
digging in the dirt for worms and watering the plants. All the age groups
that come to the Outdoor Classroom (3- to 7-year-olds) take part in the
maintenance of the garden: filling bird feeders, picking weeds, skimming
leaves out of the pond, raking dead leaves, and watering the plants. They
do everything but mow the lawn!

Authentic
encounters with Nature

The Outdoor Classroom & Science Lab Connection

St. Martin’s Outdoor Classroom is accessed through the Early Childhood Science
Lab. The Early Childhood science curriculum involves both the indoor and outdoor components. The Science Lab is home to a diverse range of species, including a Bearded Dragon, a Blue Tongued-Skink, and a Corn Snake; numerous native turtles, a variety of amphibians, a domesticated rabbit, and Madagascar
Hissing Cockroaches. There are also two touch tanks, one freshwater and one
saltwater.
Besides live teaching specimens, the Lab is equipped with state-of-the-art technology, including a SMART board, a SMART table, and digital microscopes connected to laptops. There are also various centers including a magnetic wall,
iPads, age appropriate electrical circuits, shells and various preserved specimens, and building materials. The children explore the indoor science lab just as
they would the Outdoor Classroom. Each child is encouraged to make discoveries on their own in both spaces.
The benefit of having the indoor Lab connected to the Outdoor Classroom is that
we are able to “plant the seed” of discovery indoors, then tie it to an experience
outside and vice versa. For example, we use the iPads to begin learning about
composting through the use of an APP called “Gro Garden.” After playing Gro
Garden and digitally creating compost in an educational game, we go to the outdoor classroom and physically create and maintain real compost. Another way
we connect the two classrooms together is through the science lab animals. The
children plant fruit and vegetable seeds in the greenhouse and garden beds that
we watch grow, then are able to feed the rabbit and lizards. The un-eaten greens
go back outside and into the compost bins, thus creating a complete and authentic learning experience of the life-cycle of a plant. We also take books from the
Science Lab’s library for children to read on the green space or in the gazebo.

