
Public Comment Responses Received During the WPS BOE Meeting on 7/13/2020

Below is the pubic record of public comment responses received during the 7/13/2020 BOE
Meeting.

Non Agenda Items - No public comment responses received during the live meeting. One test
response received.

DISCUSSION
1. Update from the Coleytown Middle School Building Committee - Public comments

are posted exactly as received.

Meg Himes
9 Hitchcock Rd
Westport, CT

How can classrooms and rooms be set up ahead of time if the materials and
furniture (chairs, desks, smart boards, books, lockers) that are going to be
used in those rooms at CMS are being used by students and teachers at
Bedford Middle School or other schools in Westport this Fall?

2. Update from the School Reopening Committee- Public comments are posted exactly
as received.

Amy Herrera
3 Sandhopper
Trail

Has there been any effort to collaborate with a local lab to ensure that staff
and faculty can have expedited testing and results? Waiting 5-7 days for
results seems impractical on multiple levels.

Amy Herrera
3 Sandhopper
Trail

If the town moves forward with full time school for all students, has any
consideration been given to the distance learning option being delivered at
a district level. One teacher per grade as opposed to one per school. If it
ends up being a small percentage of families opting out of in school
learning, does it make sense to have a designated distance teacher for
each grade at every one of the elementary schools in town?

April Harvey

6th Grade
teacher at
Bedford Middle
School

What is the plan for the use of substitutes in terms of maintaining cohorts?
At the middle school, substitutes often cover classes for multiple teachers in
a day. In addition, teachers are REGULARLY asked to cover classes due to
lack of subs.

Is there a safety plan for fire drills and lockdown drills that require students



to be in close proximity? How would we adhere to social distancing
requirements?

Dorie Hordon
12 Manitou
Road

The PTA welcomes the opportunity to meet with the admin and teaching
and learning committee to offer our feedback on proposed scenarios. The
PTA looks forward to our return to school in the fall.

George Nanos 16 Taylor Lane

There is evidence that virus spread is reduced outdoors. Is the board /
committee considering/exploring outdoor learning environments for at least
while the weather is temperate in the fall-- either using existing
locations/structures (playgrounds, fields, baseball bleachers, etc.) or
erecting additional structures like tents and other temporary structures?

George Nanos 16 Taylor Lane
Were the additional costs associated with covid included in the budget
passed earlier this year? If not, how are those costs going to be covered?

George Nanos 16 Taylor Lane

How would classrooms practically work with a model where some students
opt to remain fully or partially remote? Would those students be cohorted
together into "virtual classrooms?"

Jeff Benner
61 Hillspoint
Westport

What were the results of the survey to parents regarding preference for in
person or distance learning and how many would choose to distance learn
even if in person school is available? Please provide percentages. If a
significant percentage plan to opt out, how will that effect our planning? If
survey results are not currently available, when will they be made available
to the public?

Jeff Benner 61 Hillspoint Rd
How are you planning to deal with lunch at the middle and high school? It
does not seem possible to social distance or wear masks.

Jessica Oleson 53 Sturges Hwy

I don’t know if I am submitting this too late but my question is: what will be
the plan in case a student or teacher is diagnosed with COVID? Will the
class be quarantined? Will the school be shut down? Will contacts be
traced? This will affect my decision as to whether to send my four kids to
school. I will want to feel certain that a conservative approach will be taken
if and when cases are identified. We will have a newborn in the house and I
am worried about that.

Melanie Heiser 6 Smokey Lane

Will the opt-in/opt-out approach be a year-long committment, or could a
student be able to attend school for a period of time and then decide it
makes sense to revert to distance learning, and vice versa?

Mousumi
Ghosh 12 Sylvan Rd S

In situations where sufficient social distancing cannot be attained, can face
shields, in addition to masks, be required/encouraged?

Mousumi
Ghosh 12 Sylvan Rd S

In light of the suspicion that COVID-19 spread may also be due to aerosol
formation, is there any plan to address the central ventilation systems in the
buildings? For example, are we planning to change air intake and
recirculation patterns?

Netta Levy
11 blue ribbon
Drive

Hi, thanks so much for all your work. Regarding face masks, has any
thought been given to getting clear masks where you can see the kids' and
teachers' mouths? learning without seeing someone's facial expressions
could be quite odd. I would think facial expressions are a critical part of
learning, especially for our youngest learners.
Thanks so much!



Sue Herrmann 5 Spring Hill Rd

I think we are conflating our wants and desires to return to school with the
physical ability to provide safe instruction. The reality is, a YMCA camp in
Georgia was closed today because 85 children now have covid after
attending. Counting on the fact that children have lower "transmission rates"
clearly did not serve the camp well nor will it serve us. I know many parents
have been writing in that their children need to go back to school. Yes, we
all can agree our kids DO need to go back to school, but that doesn’t mean
that they should. Will children wearing PPE all day actually pay attention to
their lessons or will they just be too uncomfortable? You yourselves have
said you will employ safety measures “to the best of your ability” and that
you are trying to “mitigate risk”. That most certainly does NOT inspire
confidence in me as a parent. Who among us would not be absolutely
devastated if even ONE child or teacher ended up on a respirator.
Especially knowing it could have been prevented with more strident safety
measures such as distance learning.

Harris Falk Overlook Road

Questions:
How are the in-class and online learning methods different?
Is there parity between the two methods?
How seamless is the switchover when the schools close?
Are the teachers being trained to use the technology we currently have?
Buses hold approximately 50 students, how does cohorting help, when all
the students will just blend together before and after school on the buses?
Morning care at the Y adds yet another level of cohort blending.
Morning drop-off is near impossible in normal times, how do you plan to
implement it with 20-55% of students not taking buses?
Cohorting is impossible in Staples. There are 2100 young adult students
and adult staff. There has already been at least one new case in Norwalk
during summer school. How confident are we in these methods to keep
everyone safe?
We all want our children to be able to go back to school.
However, we don't know the long term effects of COVID-19 on people who
do survive the virus.
We do know there are approximately 5500 students in Westport schools,
and if only 10% contract COVID that is 550 of our children.
We do know that this needs to be done right.

DISCUSSION/ACTION

1. 2020-2021 School Lunch Program - No public comment responses received during the
live meeting. One test response received.


