November 11, 2013 Staples High School
WESTPORT BOARD OF EDUCATION

*AGENDA

(Agenda Subject to Modification in Accordance with Law)

PUBLIC SESSION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
7-30 p.m., Staples High School, Cafeteria B (Room 301)

RECOGNITION
Acknowledgment of Retiring Members of the Board of Education: Mike McGovern and Jen Tooker

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM BOARD AND ADMINISTRATION
PUBLIC QUESTIONS/ICOMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS (15 MINUTES)
MINUTES: October 21, 2013

DISCUSSION:
1. New Course Proposals: Staples High School {Ench) Ms. Denton
(8:00pm-8:15pm) Ms. Eichler
Ms. Eskell
Ms. Heller
Ms. White
Mr. Wiitkes
2. Middle School STEM/Encore Courses: Additions and Revisions (Encl.) Dr. Landon
(8:15pm-9:00pm) Dr. Rosen
Ms. Szabo
Dr. Scheetz
3. Busing Logistics/Schedules: 2013-14 and 2014-15 (Encl.) Dr. Landon
(9:00pm-9:30pm) Mr. Longo
Ms. Evangelista
4. Budgetary Impact: Revised Class Size Breakpoints {Encl.) Dr. Landon
~ {9:30pm-10:15pm)
DISCUSSION/ACTION:
1. Adoption of 2014-15 Board of Education Meeting Calendar (Encl.) Dr. Landon
(10:15pm-10:20pm}
2. Acceptance of Gift {Encl.) Dr. Landon
{10:20pm-10-30pm)
ADJOURNMENT

*A 213 vote is required to go to executive session, to add a topic to the agenda of a regular meeting, or fo start a new topic after 10:30 p.m.
The meeting can also be viewed on cable TV on channet 78; AT&T channel 99 and by video stream @www.westport.k12.ct.us

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION WELCOME USING THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES:

« Comment on non-agenda topics will oceur during the first 15 minutes except when staff or guest presentations are scheduted.

« Board will not engage in dialogue on non-agenda items.

« Public may speak as agenda topics come up for discussion or information,

» Speakers on non-agenda items are limited to 2 minutes each, except by prior arrangement with chalr,

« Speakers on agenda items are limited to 3 minutes each, except by prior arrangement with chair.

» Speakers must give name and use microphone.

« Responses to questions may be deferred if answers not immediately availabie.

» Public comment is normally not invited for topios listed for action after having been publicly discussed at one or more meetings.




WESTPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ELLIOTT LANDON 110 MYRTLE AVENUE
Superintendent of Schools WESTPORT, CONNECTICUT 06880
TELEPHONE: (203) 341-1010

FAX: {203) 341-1020

To: Members of the Board of Education

From: Elliott Landon

Subject: New Course Proposals: Staples High School
Date: November 11, 2013

Please find appended to this memorandum proposals to add five (5) new courses to the repertoire of
courses listed in the Course Catalog of Staples High School beginning with the 2014-15 school year.
Each of these courses is being proposed because of the need to address specific educational needs of
our students, either because they have been requested and approved by faculty or have been requested
by students and approved by faculty.

The five new full-year and semester courses may be found listed below:
Full Year

1. AP Studio Art: Drawing
2. Differential Equations

Semester

1. Animation
2. Financial Decision-Making in the Digital Age
3. Visual Literacy: The Art and Narration of Graphic Literature

You will find appended to this memorandum a brief description of each of the proposed courses as
prepared by Lis Comm, Director of Secondary Education, and detailed explanations for each course
including credit areas, prerequisites/eligibility, course development, rationale, Staples expectations for
student learning alighment, Westport 2025, Course Catalog description, course content, student
assessment, materials/texts, and required resources and budget requirements.

This item has been placed on the agenda of our meeting scheduled for November 11 for discussion
purposes only. Board approval is recommended for our meeting of November 25.




Lisabeth Comm

Director, Secondary Education
Telephone: 203-341-1009

Email: lcomm@westport.k12.ct.us

To: Elliott Landon

From: Lisabeth Comm iwfgm W

Subject: Course Proposals for Staples High School
Date: November 11, 2013

i am presenting five new course proposals from Staples High School for your approval. All courses focus on
Common Core Standards as well as 21™ century skills and capacities, including critical and creative thinking, digital
literacy, global issues, and problem solving.

Because our math students continue to move further and faster every year, the Math Department has proposed a
course entitled Differential Equations, which would be the third in a sequence of three college level courses to be
offered at Staples, following AP Calculus BC and Multivariable Calculus. It is very rare for a public high school to
offer three college level courses.

Based upon the success of the Personal Financial Management course, the Math Department has proposed
Financial Decision Making in the Digital Age. This course is supported by a grant, which includes funds for 15 iPads.
AH materials will be delivered digitally, including subscriptions to the Wall Street Journal and the Financial Times of
London, with teachers creating curriculum in the iBook format.

The English Department is proposing Visual Literacy: The Art and Narration of Graphic Literature as & semester
elective focused on the comprehension and creation of muiti-modal texts. Graphic works of literature are unique
in that they both show and tell a story. Courses on graphic literature are now taught at many top universities,
including Harvard, Yale, and Princeton. Much graphic literature, both fiction and non-fiction, focuses on significant
cultural, social, and political issues. Students will develop skills in analyzing text and visuals as they both read and
create graphic novels focused on the complexities and conflicts surrounding global issues.

The Art Department is proposing AP Studio Art: Drawing, a course requested by students for several years.
Students will engage in rigorous development of studio art techniques and the investigation of art history and
criticism; they will be assessed on a portfolio of drawings. The course is a natural vehicle for developing self-
expression, creativity, risk taking and problem solving in innovative ways.

The Art Department is also proposing a course entitled Animation. Students will use both traditional and digital
animation techniques and processes. They will be encouraged to use concepts from multiple content areas to
inform their art work and to engage consistently in creative thinking and problem solving.



AP STUDIO ART: DRAWING



Staples High School
Course Proposal

Course Title: AP Studio Art: Drawing
Credit: .25 Quarter
.5 Semester

_ x_ 1 Year

Credit Area(s):
The credits for this course would go toward satisfying art requirements.

Prerequisites/Eligibility:

Students must have taken at least two semesters of either Advanced Drawing and at
least one semester of either Honors Studio Art. All students must be approved by the AP
Studio Art: Drawing course instructor.

Course Development

If the course has been suggested by an individual teacher, a student, or some other
agent, it should have been reviewed and accepted by the department(s) before being
presented to Collaborative Team.

Course proposed by
Administration Board of Education Students

K-12 Curriculum Review X Department Other
I. Rationale:

Over the years students have repeatedly requested an AP Art Studio course for 2-d wortk.
Because drawing is the basis of visual thinking, and a major requirement in an art
portfolio, it is also highly recommended by the most competitive art schools, colleges and
universities.

AP Studio Art: Drawing is designed for serious art students who are interested in the
conceptual and practical experience of the art making process. The course is designed to
engage students in the rigorous development of studio art technigues and discipline;
including the investigation of art history, art criticism, and the aesthetic experience as it
relates to the creation of personal artwork.

This class will help students complete a college-level art course and permits colleges to

evaluate, acknowledge, and encourage that accomplishment through the granting of
appropriate credit and placement.

I1. Staples Expectations for Student Learning Alignment;

Academic:

o Students will learn to think critically in a variety of contexts and situations

o Students will be active learners and engage in aesthetic dialogue and inquiry

o Students will sustain creative and systematic investigation into both formal
and conceptual issues

o Students will develop mastery in concept, ¢omposilion, and execution



Civil/Social: _

o Students will demonstrate honesty and integrity.

o Students will make informed judgments and decisions.
e Students will work cooperatively toward common goals.

111, Westport 2025

How does the course provide opportunities for students to develop specific
capacities on the Westport 2025 lens ?

AP Studio Art: Drawing is an opportunity for students to explore the world around them
and create a personal vision. The course is a natural vehicle for developing self
expression, fostering creativity, curiosity and imagination, risk-taking and solving
problems in innovative ways. Students will become self-directed and reflective learners
who independently manage their goals and time as they continuously improve as arlists
and visual communicalors.

IV. Course Catalogue Description

AP Studio Art: Drawing is for highly motivated, committed students who are seriously
interested in the study of art. Students will create a portfolio demonstrating mastery of
Drawing thorough a variety of subjects, including but not limited to, figures, portraits,
self-portraits, still-life, landscape, and interiors using a range of media and techniques
such as pencil, charcoal, conte crayon, ink, pastel and paint. The course provides the
student the opportunity for in-depth investigation and discovery in their artwork through
the Concentration, Breadth, and Quality sections of the portfolio.

V. Course Content (Themes, topiés} as aligned with the National Standards for
Performing and Visual Arts for Grades 9-12

Portfolios submitted to the college board will require the students to show a fundamental
competence and range of understanding in visual concerns and methods. Each porifolio
asks the students to demonstrate a depth of investigation and process of discovery
through the concentration, breadth, and quality sections of the porifolio.

Students will need to work in and oulside the classroom. Students should be considered
responsible enough to leave the art room if an assignment requires them to do so, and
homework, such as maintaining a sketchbook or journal, which is a necessary
component of instruction and visula processes.

Themes and topics of student art are dependant on personal aesthetic. Students will
discuss their cohesive and thematic ideas communally and individually in a critical and
analytical way. Some examples of themes and topics are:

o Collecting information pivotal to the emergence of a topic historically, socially,
and culturally (Standard 4)

o Exploring the subject matter, symbols, and ideas of other artists and art forms to
gain insight and inspiration (Standard 3, 5 & 6)

o Applying modes of execution and composition using a variety of styles, media and
techniques (Standard 1, 2 & 5)



V1. Educational experiences in this course will assure that students will: |

Skills

o Students will create a portfolio that allows freedom of personal style while
keeping in mind quality and breadth of work at college-level standards

o Students will be able to generate original Drawings/ 2D works of art that
demonstrate both technical merit and aesthetic sensilbility.

o Students will be able to constructively describe, analyze, interpret, and
evaluate Drawing completed by artists and peers based on the use of the
Elements and Principles of Art and the critical interpretaton and analysis of
artworks.

Knowledge

o Students will continue to learn how to research, plan, and execute their vision

o Students will implement and deviop knowledge of aesthetics, which in furn
will provide a greater understanding of the diverse intentions of art.

o Students will understand how making art is an ongoing process that involves
critical decision making and problem-solving

e Students will become independent thinkers who will contribute inventively and
critically to their culture

VII. Student Assessment

Students will be assessed on their Drawing portfolio, which must include 24 original
pieces as follows:

Section 1- Quality: 5 original works that demonstrate mastery of Drawing in concept,
composition, and execution

Section 2 - Concentration: 12 works describing an in depth exploration of a particular
drawing concern

Section 3 — Breadth: 12 works will demonstrate a variety of concepts and approaches in
Drawing

Students will be also assessed on their class commitment and sketchbook journal
depicting their creative process.

VIII. Materials/Texts:
Evaluating the AP Portfolio in Studio Art
Sketchbooks for each student
Art materials ( pencil, graphite, charcoal, conte crayon, ink, watercolor,colored
pencil,erasers, papers, illustration, pastel boards, canvas, water-miscible oil
paint and mediums, brushes)




IX. Required Resources and Budget:

The introductory budget for initiating AP Studio Art: Drawing will include a one time
purchase of resource materials to have available to students in the studio. Instructor
preparation included professional development and a summer curriculum workshop.

Resource Materials:
Estimates based on one section of 15 students:

Evaluating the AP Portfolio in Studio Art $ 42.00
Art Supplies $3500.00
Sketchbooks S 80.00

$3622.00



DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS



Staples High School
Course Proposal

Course Title: Differentiai Equations

Credit: .25 Quarter
.5 Semester
X 1 Year
Credit Area(s):

Students will receive 1 math credit for completion of this course.

Prerequisites/Eligibility:
Successful completion of Multivariable Calculus BC with teacher recommendation.,

Course Development:
If the course has been suggested by an individual teacher, a student, or some other agent,
it should have been reviewed and accepted by the department(s) before being presented -
to Collaborative Team.

Course propesed by:

Administration Board of Education Students
K12
Curriculum Review X_ Department Other

I. Rationale: We have several underclassmen here at Staples who are on track to take
Multivariable Calculus BC prior to their senior year. Presently, we have no course in
place that these students would be able to take after Multivariable Calculus. Differential
Equations is the next course in the sequence of required mathematics courses for several
college majors.

1. Staples Expectations for Stndent Learning Alignment:

» Academic:

Students will be effective problem solvers

Students will think critically in a variety of contexts and situations
Students will be reflective learners

Students will read criticaily

Students wiil write effectively

Students will speak effectively

Students will listen effectively

Students will use technology as a tool for learning

o0 00 o O 00

¢ Civil/Social:
o Students will demonstrate citizenship in their school community
both'in words and actions



o Students will demonstrate a sense of ethics both in their words and
their actions

o Students will work cooperatively toward common goals

o Students will demonstrate social competencies that promote
respect for others

111, Connecticat’s Common Core of Learning Alignment:

CCS8.Math.Practice.MP1 Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CCS8.Math.Practice.MP2 Reason abstractly and quantitatively.

CCSS.Math.Practice. NP3 Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of
others.

CCSS.Math.Practice. MP4 Model with mathematics.

CCSS8.Math.Practice.MPS Use appropriate tools strategically.
CC8S.Math.Practice MP6 Attend to precision. ‘

CCS8.Math.Practice.MP7 Look for and make use of structure.
CCSS.Math.Practice.MP8 Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.

@ o © o 9

1V. Westport 2025

In this course students will engage in a number of 21% century skills as defined in the
Lens, Students will engage in critical thinking, in-depth analysis and will be required to
apply their learning in real world contexts. Students will regularly collaborate
strategically in the analysis and communication of their work.

V. Course Catalogue Description:
Prerequisite; Multivariable Calculus BC & teacher recommendation.

This course is a study of differential equations: Topics include the solution of first and
second order differential equations, homogeneous and non-homogeneous differential
equations, physical applications, initial value problems, systems of linear differential
equations, series solutions, numerical methods, LaPlace Transforms and Fourier Series.

VI. Course Content (Themes, topics):
» Differential Equations: Solutions and Classification
+ Multi-representational Methods
o Graphical Methods
o Numerical Methods
o Taylor Series Methods
First Order Differential Equations
Second Order Differential Equations
Higher Order Differential Equations
Series Solutions of Second Order Linear Differential Equations
« Laplace Transforms

. & &

L



VIl Educational experiences in this course will assure that students wilk:
« Students will be effective problem solvers

¢ Students will think critically in a variety of contexts and situations

» Students will be reflective learners.

e Students will read critically

« Studenis will write effectively

« Students will speak effectively

« Students will listen effectively

« Students will use technology as a tool for learning

VIII. Student Assessment: |
Evaluation of student performance is based on tests, homework, and quizzes. Projects,
presentations and written work are incorporated in the evaluation of student performance.

IX. Materials/Texts:
Textbook - Differential Equations with Boundary-Value Problems, 8" edition (or a
textbook comparable to this).

Software — Maple software

X. Required Resources and Budget: _
Approximate cost of textbooks :  $1,120.00 (8 @ $140 per book).



ANIMATION



Staples High School
Course Proposal

Course Title: Animation
Credit: .25 Quarter

__ X .5 Semester
1 Year

Credit Area(s):

The credits for this course would go toward satisfying art requirements.

Prerequisites/Eligibility:
No prerequisite.

Course Development

Course proposed by
Administration Board of Education Students

K-12 Curriculum Review lk__X_ Department Other

I. Rationale:

This Animation course is designed for art students who are interested in exploring the
creation of art using movement and timing. Students will use both traditional and digital
animation techniques and processes. Students will study the science of the animation, and
the history of the moving image in the arts and entertainment industries.

Students will have opportunities for individual as well as collaborative work. There are
also possibilities for collaboration with other disciplines such as music, media arts, and
language arts.

1I. Staples Expectations for Student [earning Alignment:
Academic:

o Studenis will learn to think critically in a variety of contexts and situations

o Students will be active learners and engage in aesthetic dialogue and inquiry

o Students will demonstrate knowledge of the historical and cultural context in
which art is created

Civil/Social:

o Students will demonstrate honesty and integrity.

o Students will develop rationale for making informed judgments and decisions.

o Students will work cooperatively toward common goals.

Alignment to the Common Core: .
Animation students will have several opportunities to create a narrative through their
time-based animation pieces. This aligns with Common Core Writing Standard 3:

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well-chosen details, and well structured event sequences.

Also, I've included page 7 of “The Arts and the Common Core: A Review of
Connections Between the Common Core State Standards and the National Core Arts



Standards Conceptual Framework” which identifies areas in which the Common Core
aligns with the National Core Arts Standards.

Thae firte we Copmamication
e testisy’s resttimechs society, this arns e she media, and
therafore provide powerkl and essential mesnzof
communition. The sr provide urigue symiiel systeme
wmd retapbars that convey wd infoemn fife wepsrience e,
- the gt e ways of Rnowingh

Brvistically Poprate cinsers uos 3 variety of sraistic medi,
sprrbols, snd metsphors w indegendently craste snd
parfaren work that expremesfconveysfoommunicates their
o s, sng are ehiv torespond by snalytiag snd
interpreting the rtiztic commurications of others,

T pu: v g g T s Bt
argcipation in each of the oris o2 crestors, performers, snd
wodisrce members enables indteidualz to disoover and
Secdo D own creuthve capacity, theselyy peoviding &
somirce of ielony mutisfaction.

Arsisgosity rergte citivens find 5t kgt ore st form in
whigh they develop sufficient oompatenoe 16 continue
artive involivensent in cresting, performing, and responding
to art @2 w0 sdult.

The frtr nz Cultune History, and Connettors

Throughout Miztory, the arts have provided essential maans
for indidduats snd communithes 1o express theiriders,
experiences, feelings, and despest baliefs. Each art form
shizres gormman goals but sppresches theem through diztinet
mediz amd techiniques. Undemtanding srtwark provides
ingights imto ndividuslsy o and others” coltures and
societiez, wiile slso providing opportunitins o acoess, o
exprecs, and to integrate mezning saross & vanety of
sontent arels.

Arsizvestly Frerste citivens ko snd undarstand stwork
Frpere wnried histoelcal periods snd cultures, wad actively
sedk sred approcisie dheerse forig s genres of gotiek
of enduring quatityfdgnificance. They siso understand

stationships armong the sris, and cultivate hubits of
searching for snd identifying patteras 3o relstiorsiips
batoveen the griz, and cther knowiedge.

Arts ms feans to Well-baing:

Participation inthe e as oreunons, performers, srad
sudience members (responders) enharoes mental, phopsicst,
and emotions! well-being.

Srdztioslly Berate citzers Fnd joy, inspiration, pesce,
rtelieetal sinulation, meaning, snd ather ife-drbancing
qustivies through participstion in 3l of the ant.

[ The firts we Compeanity Brrassmant

| The arts provide messs for indiddoals to collaboriate snd
cempsck with athers in 30 enioyable inclusive efvironment
| s thiwy create, prepere, and share sriveork that brings

| somimunitios wogether {rezpondirgl

Argstiesiiy merste cititens seek artisti experianze and
sagmort the aris in thair local, state, aation, sad globat
covmerGritiag

inaddition, researchiens referancad 3 Jocument outiining the four creative practices of imagination,
inverstization, construction, and raflection tiat are essential to arts practice acvoss the disciplines. NCCAS
leadership states that “[tihese meta-cognitive activities nurture the effective work habits of curicelty, creativity
and innevation, critical thinking and problam solving, comemunication, and collaboration, each of whith transfer
o 3l sspects of leaming and fife in the 257 Century.” {(Nations! Coalition for Core Arts Standsrds, 2012}

fmagine Yo fornr 2 ments! image or concept

trwestigate To obsarve or study through exploration or examination
Construct To make or form by combining parts or elements
Reffect Tor think deeply or ¢arefuliy sbout

III. Westport 2025



How does the course provide opportunities for students to develop specific
capacities on the Westport 2025 lens ?

Students will have multiple opportunities to collaborate in groups in order to create
animation pieces and solve art problems. Students will also be encouraged 1o apply tools,
approaches, and concepis from multiple content areas in order to inform their artwork.
Students will consistently engage in creative thinking and problem solving in the process
of developing animation pieces and mastering techniques.

IV. Course Catalogue Descrintion

This course is for students who are interested in exploring the art of animation. Students
will have the opportunity to experience varied traditional animation techniques such as
Jflipbooks and stop-motion animation, as well as digital technigues and processes.
Students will work both independently and in small groups. The history of animation as
well as contemporary animation topics will be covered throughout the semester.

V. Course Content (Themes, topics)

The Art of Storytelling
m Dbrainstorming
w sketching/planning
m storyboarding
L
Traditional Animation Concepts & Technigues

The Illusion of Movement

m  Thaumatrope
Zoetrope
Phenakistoscope
Flipbook
Cell Animation

Stop Motion Animation
' ®  Puppet
m  Clay
s Cutout

Computer Animation
m  GIF Animation
m  Adobe Flash Animation
m Possibilities for other types of technology in the future - Maya,
Lightwave, efc

V1. Educational experiences in this course will assure that students will;

Skilis
o Students will be able to create moving images using a variety of processes and
techniques, both traditional and digital
o Students will be able to work in a group setting to conceptualize, plan and
execute a project.
o Students will be able to constructively describe, analyze, interpret, and

evaluate animation pieces completed by master artists and peers
Knowledge



o ' Students learn how fo research, plan, and execule their vision

o Students will gain knowledge of the history and science of animation and
moving image.

o Students will gain knowledge of aesthetics, which in turn will provide a
greater understanding of the diverse intentions of art.

o Students will understand how making art is an ongoing process that involves
critical decision making

o Students will become independent thinkers who will contribute inventively and
critically to their culture though the making of art

VII. Student Assessment

Projects will be assessed using the Art Department rubric.
Students will be also assessed on their class commitment and participation.

VIII. Materials/Texts:
o Art materials: paper, markers, pens, pencils, scissors, whiteboards,
modeling clay
o Tech Equipment: cameras, memory cards, tripods, Mac computer lab,
scanner,softiware (Adobe Photoshop, Flash, and Hlustrator)

IX. Required Resources and Budget:

The budget the Animation course would include purchasing consumable Art Materials
listed above as well as a one time purchase of a few digital cameras and accessories for
student use. Needs may change as advances in technology are made. Technology needs
would include use of a Mac lab and Adobe sofiware. The class would also need the use of
a traditional art classroom, in addition to the Mac lab.

Budget:

4 DSLR Cameras $1800.00
4 Tripods $140.00
5 small whiteboards $150.00

Professional Development  $500.00



FINANCIAL DECISION-MAKING
| IN THE DIGITAL AGE



- Staples High School
Course Proposal

Course Title: Financial Decision Making in the Digital Age

Credit; .25 Quarter
X .5 Semester

I Year
Credit Area(s): Math

Prerequisites/Eligibility: Successful completion (B- or better) of Personal Financial
Management OR 90% or above on prerequisite knowledge test

Course Development
Course proposed by
' ___Administration __ Board of Education ___ Students
__K-12 Curriculum Review _ x_ Department ___ Other

1. Rationale:
Financial literacy skills are no less important in the global and competitive economic

“environment than they were at the time the Personal Financial Management was created
in 2009. In order to build on the successful experiences of students in the Personal
Financial Management a second financial literacy course, Financial Decision Making in
the Digital Age has been developed. This course is designed to provide students with a
foundation in making financial decisions throughout their life cycle. Students will
experience designing a financial plan, evaluating alternatives for achieving financial
goals and implanting risk management strategies to protect their financial resources.

1I. Staples Expectations for Student Learning Alignment:
Standards Addressed

I.  Connecticut’s Common Core of Learning Alignment:
e CC.9-12.N.Q.2 Define appropriate quantities for the purpose of descriptive
modeling

e CC.9-12.F.LE.1b Recognize situations in which one quantity changes at a
constant rate per unit interval relative to another.

e (CC.9-12.F.LE.lc Recognize situations in which a quantity grows or decays by a
constant percent rate per unit interval relative to another.

e CC.9-12.F.LE.3 Observe using graphs and tables that a quantity increasing
exponentially eventually exceeds a quantity increasing linearly, quadratically, or
(more generally) as a polynomial function,



CC.9-12.F.1F .4 For a function that models a relationship between two
quantities, interpret key features of the graphs and tables in terms of the
guantities, and sketch graphs showing key features given a verbal description
of the relationship. Key features include: intercepts, intervals where the
function is increasing, decreasing, positive, or negative; relative maximums
and minimums; symmetries; end behavior; and periodicity.

CC.9-12.F.IF.5 Relate the domain of a function to its graph and, where
applicable, to the quantitative relationship it describes. For example, if the
function h(n) gives the number of person-hours it takes to assemble n engines
in a factory, then the positive integers would be an appropriate domain for
the function.

CC.9-12.F.IF.6 Calculate and interpret the average rate of change of a function
(presented symbolically or as a table) over a specified interval. Estimate the
rate of change from a graph.

CC.9-12.N.Q.1 Use units as a way to understand problems and to guide the
solution of multi-step problems; choose and interpret units consistently in
formulas; choose and interpret the scale and the origin in graphs and data
displays. :

CC.9-12.F.LE.1 Distinguish between situations that can be modeled with linear
functions and with exponential functions

CC.9-12.F.LE.la Prove that linear functions grow by equal differences over
equal intervals and that exponential functions grow by equal factors over
equal intervals.

CC.9-12.A.CED.1: Create equations and inequalities in one variable and use
them to solve problems. Include equations arising from linear and quadratic
functions, and simple rational and exponential functions.

CC.9-12.A.CED.3 Represent constraints by equations or inequalities, and by
systems of equations and/or inequalities, and interpret solutions as viable or
non-viable options in a modeling context. For example, represent inequalities
describing nutritional and cost constraints on combinations of different foods.

CC.9-12.F.IF.7 Graph functions expressed symbolically and show key feature
of the graph, by hand in simple cases and using technology for more
complicated cases.

CC.9-12.F.BF.1 Write a function that describes a relationship between two
quantities.



e CC.9-12.F.LE.S Interpret the parameters in a linear, quadratic, or exponential
function in terms of a context

B.Comnecticut Framework K~12 Curricular Goals and Standards Alignment:
CT Personal Finance Frameworks Performance Standards:

1 — Use the rational decision-making process as it applies to the roles of citizens,

workers, and consumers

e Apply the decision-making process to various types of decisions at different
stages of the life-cycle.

2 — Identify various forms of income and analyze factors that affect income as part
of the career decision-making process
e Differentiate between earned and unearned income

3 — Develop and evaluate a budget plan
¢ Describe how income and spending patterns change throughout the life cycle for
the typical person or family.
4 — Bvaluate savings and investment options to meet short and long term goals
Describe why and how people save.
Identify the opportunity costs of saving.
Differentiate between saving and investing,
Distinguish between simple and compound interest. _
Apply criteria for choosing a saving or investment instrument (e.g. market risk,
inflation risk, interest rate risk, liquidity, and minimum amount needed for
investment).
e Explain why a savings and investing plan changes as one proceeds through the
life cycle.
e Explain how and why the stock market works.
o Identify the risk/return trade-offs for saving and investing.
e Analyze the power of compounding and the importance of starting early in
implementing a plan or saving and investing.
e Develop financial goals for the future based on one’s lifestyle expectations and
career choices.
¢ Calculate and apply the Rule of *72.
o FExamine the fundamental workings of the Social Security System and the
system’s effects on retirement planning.
o Describe the advantages provided by employer-sponsored retirement savings
plans including 401K and related plans.

7 - Analyze factors that affect the choice of credit and the legal aspects of using
credit
¢ Explain the implications of bankruptcy.



8 — Analyze choices available to consumers for protection against risk and financial
loss

Identify risk in like and how to gain protection again the consequences of risk.
Explain how all types of insurance are based on the concept of risk sharing and
statistical probability.

Evaluate insurance as a risk management strategy.

Identify the type of insurance associated with different types of risk (e.g.,
automobile, personal and professional liability, home and apartment, health,
life, long term care and disability). .

Explain why insurance needs change throughout the life cycle.

Identify various suppliers of insurance (e.g. public and private).

Explain the role of insurance in financial planning.

Develop recommended insurance coverage for individuals/families for various
risks and different income levels.

Develop a plan for family financial security (e.g., secure storage of documents,
cash reserve, household inventory, medical records retention) in case of a
disaster.

B, National Standards Alignment
From the Jump$tart Coalition for Personal Financial Literacy

* *« & o * @

Take responsibility for personal financial decisions

Find and evaluate financial information from a variety of sources

Mae financial decisions by systematically considering alternatives and
consequences

Develop a personal financial plan

Identify the costs and benefits of various types of credit

Identify common types of risks and basic risk management methods

Explain the purpose and importance of property and liability insurance protection

" Explain the purpose and importance of health, disability, and life insurance

protection

Discuss how saving contributes to financial well-being

Explain how investment builds wealth and helps meet financial goals
Evaluate investment alternatives

Describe how to buy and sell investments

Investigate how agencies that regulate financial markets protect investors

III. Westport 2025
The course is designed to expose students to the financial life cycle. The course will also
incorporate specific parts of the district’s 2025 initiative. A real world perspective and
approach to problem solving is imbedded throughout the course. Team analysis of
situations and proposed investment and risk management strategies will require strategic

- collaboration and in depth analysis. Student communication about their investment
analysis, strategies and outcomes will be incorporated as well. The final project, an
interactive portfolio investment simulation game, will require students to apply their
learning and to adapt to changing circumstances that occur throughout the game.



IV. Course Catalogue Description

Financial Decision Making in the Digital Age .5 credit
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Personal Financial
Management or 90% or above on prerequisite knowledge test Fall/Spring Semester

This course is intended to further student knowledge in financial literacy with emphasis
on the financial life-cycle. The course will build upon and extend topics introduced in
Personal Financial Management, such as, financial goal setting, investments, insurance
and retirement planning. In addition students will be introduced to the financial tools
used in asset creation, protection and distribution.

V. Course Content (Themes, Topics)
Unit 1 — FINANCIAL PLANNING

O

O
o}

Goal Setting

o Long and Short Term Financial Goals
Financial Life Cycle
Statement of Financial Position

Umt 2 - CREATING AND MAINTAINING WEALTH

o

CCcC 00 00

Language of the Stock Market — Stock Wars

Time Value of Money — Mathematics of Investing/Saving
Stocks/Bonds/Mutual Funds/Index Funds

Real Estate

Retirement Accounts — IRAs, 401(k)/403(b), Pension
Government Programs (Social Security credits)
Bankruptcy

Unit 3 - PROTECTING WEALTH

o)
o}
O

Q

Types of Insurance

Social vs. Private Insurance

Government Programs {Social Security as a retirement aid and disability
protection, Medicare in place of private insurance)

Preparing for Catastrophic Events

Unjt 4 — DISTRIBUTING WEALTH

0O

O
o]
o

Government Programs (receiving Social Security/Medicare, survivor benefits)
Retirement Account Distributions

Charitable Giving

Estate Planning



V1. Educational experiences in this course will assure that students will:
See above standards

VIL. Student Assessment
o Tests
o  Quizzes
¢ Final project-investment simulation game

VHI. Materials/Texts:
Based on the FEFE (Family Economics and Financial Education) Curriculum.

This course is digital because all materials will be delivered usmg the iPad. There will be
no textbook for this course. Teachers will create a textbook using the iBook format to
compile our own in-house curriculum. Materials will include digital subscriptions to
financial publications, financial planning apps and interactive investment apps.

» Class Set (15) of iPads

o (Cashish App

e Stock Wars App

¢ Online Business Periodicals (including, but not limited to, Wall Street Journal,

Kiplingers Personal Finance, CNN Your Money, Yahoo! Finance)

IX. Reguired Resources and Budget:
Estimates based on one section of 15 students:

Class set of 15 iPads (funded and purchased by grant)

Classroom interface-Apple TV or equivalent $ 300.00
App subscription $ 3060.00
Insurance , $ 1,000.00
Ongoing professional development $ 2.000.00

$ 3,600.00



VISUAL LITERACY: THE ART
AND NARRATION OF GRAPHIC
LITERATURE



COURSE QUTLINE FORMAT
Staples High School
Course Title: Visﬁai Literacy: The Art and Narration of Graphic Literature
Credit; .25 Quarter
X .50 Semester

I Year

Credit Area{s): Eng.iish

Prerequisites/Eligibility:

¢ Open to juniors and seniors as Specific Area semester elective

Course Development:

Course proposed by '
Administration Board of Education Students
K12 Curriculum Review X Department Other

I. Rationale:

This course provides an opportunity for students to use their creative and critical thinking skills to
collaborate on the creation of a graphic work of literature that is focused on bringing a global
issue to light. In addition, it is aligned with the Common Core State Standards for writing,
language use, reading, and research. It also allows students to weave disciplines together
(English, art, social studies) as they research a global issue and create a graphic work to tell the
story of that cuiture and its issue and affords students an opportunity to engage in close reading of
a particular genre.

I1. Staples Expectations for Student Learning Alignment:

¢ Academic:
This course prepares students for analytical writing skills expected at the university level
that are in line with the department Philosophy of Writing. They will also be more fully
developing their critical reading skills as they learn to mesh visual and textual evidence
into one comprehensive reading experience.

¢ Civil/Social:

Because students are being asked to connect the graphic genre to real-world
global issues and situations, students will begin to understand how reading, researching,
and writing can be used to effectively give voice to those who have none.



[I. Westport 20235:
How does the course provide opportunities for students to develop specific
capacities on the Westport 2025 lens ?

Students will be able to more fully develop 21% century skills in the areas of critical thinking,
creative thinking, and global thinking as they employ their visual literacy skills in order to
communicate new understandings about global issues. In addition, students will be able to
apply current technology applications fo aid in the reading of non-linear text, thus
strengthening their ability as 21 century readers who must be able to navigate a wide variety
of texts.

IV. Course Catalogue Description

This interdisciplinary course will introduce students to the graphic literature genre. In doing
so, students will learn about the history of the genre from the advent of the daily strip
through the rise of the comic book and its heroes into the underground and contemporary
graphic book. Students will develop an appreciation for the unique ability that comics and
graphic works of literature possess to both show and tell a story. Opportunities will be
provided for the students to analyze the social, political and cultural significance of this
genre. The course will include both fiction (Possible titles may include Neil Gaiman’s
Death: The High Cost of Living and Morrison and McKean’s drkham Asylum) and non-
fiction ( Possible titles may include Marjane Satrapi’s Persepolis 2 and Gene Luen Yang’s
American Born Chinese.) Finally, students will understand and apply the artistic process of
comics as they work towards the creation of their own original graphic literature piece in
order to show the complexities and conflicts surrounding a global issue. Students will be
using industry standard technology (Photoshop, Illustrator, and ComicLife).

V. Course Content (Themes, topics)

Students will understand and appreciate unique and contemporary literature that is
culturally relevant to a diverse student body. Students will use technology fo create
original work. This course will allow for a different mode of personal expression by
combining student writing skills with improved visual literacy. In addition, students
will understand the development of comics by studying the evolution of the genre;
develop a vocabulary of the literary and aesthetic elements of comics; be introduced
to various forms of comics, including graphic novels, daily comics, comic books and
non-fiction/memoir; understand the artistic process behind the creation of comics;
and will apply knowledge of current technology to create and enhance their original
artwork and comics

V1. Educational experiences in this course will assure that students will:

Think critically in a variety of contexts and situations.
Be reflective learners.

Read critically.

Write creatively and effectively.

Communicate effectively.

s & & & &



Use technology as a tool for researching and creating new texts to share their learning.

Demonstrate an understanding of the human experience through a study of history, art,
and diverse cultures,

Demonstrate an awareness and ctitical understanding of aesthetics.

Write imaginatively using both images and words, while learning effective twenty-fi rst
century literacy skills

V1. Student Assessmeni

Students will be assessed through class discussions, presentations of ideas and creations,
apphca’ezon of research, and the final creation of an original comic to hlghhght a global
issue.

VIII. Materials/Texts:

Because this is such a new field of literature, the collection of titles from which to choose
is constantly expanding. However, the anticipated texts for this course include the
following:

Death: The High Cost of Living, Neil Gaiman

The Best American Comics 2006, Series Ed. Anne Elizabeth Moore; Guest Ed.
Harvey Pekar

Understanding Comics: The Invisible Art, Scott McCloud

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay, Michael Chabon

Batman: Avkham Asylum, Grant Morrison and Dave McKean

Marvels, Kurt Busiek and Alex Ross

Watchmen, Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons

Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic, Alison Bechdel

American Born Chinese, Gene Luen Yang

Persepolis 2: The Story of a Return, Marjane Satrapi

LI J

* * & & & & © @

IX. Required Resourées and Budget:

Understanding Comics: The Invisible Art would be one of the core texts for students to use; this
text costs $17.50. Students would also need to use four other texts for class reading, Several of
the texts on the list are already in our bookroom; however, to offer students the right appropriate
reading experiences for this course, we would need to spend $3,000.



Proposed Units of Study

Q1: 10 weeks

Intro to Comics (2 weeks)
Aesthetics

Art of the Funnies
Understanding Comics

Comic Book and Superhero (3 weeks)
The Amazing Adventures Kavalier and Clay
Intro to Graphic Novel:

Marvels

Arkham Asylum

Watchmen (1 week)
Death: The High Cost of Living (1 week)

Memoir Unit (3 weeks)
Persepolis 2
Fun Home
American Born Chinese

Q2: 10 Weeks

Intro Technology (1 week)
Photoshop

[Hlustrator

Comic Life

Digital Camera Use

Aesthetics of Comics ( 1week)
Design
Layout
Media (Traditional vs. Digital)

Character Unit: (2 weeks)
Visualizing and Define
Thumbnailing
Planning, Designing and Creating

Final Project: Original Comic Depicting a Global Issue (6 weeks)




WESTPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ELLIOTT LANDON 110 MYRTLE AVENUE
Superintendent of Schools WESTPORT, CONNECTICUT 06880
TELEPHONE: (203) 341-1010

FAX: (203) 341-102¢

To: Members of the Board of Education

From: Elliott Landon

Subject: Middle School STEM/Encore Courses: Additions and Revisions
Date: November 11, 2013

Over the past two years, we have engaged in lengthy and thoughtful discussions with our
science, technology, and mathematics administrators and supervisors, as well as those
responsible for overseeing and implementing our full panoply of “specials” (encore) courses,
with the intent to create and implement a meaningful, challenging and engaging Design and
Engineering (STEM) course as part of our developing program at the middle school level,
while continuing to retain all of our very rich specials programs. I believe our efforts have
been successful. By way of our presentation at our meeting of November 11, I believe that not
only will be able to recommend to you an exciting and stimulating addition to the current
STEM program that will prepare all middle school students, grades 6-8, with essential 21st
century skills, but also to retain and in several instances strengthen our specials courses, so that
we may continue to improve our offerings to our middle school students.

Our middle school administrative team will present the details to you at our meeting

of November 11 and will be present to answer any questions you may have concerning oux
collective unanimous recommendation to you. Until that time, however, permit me to provide
a general overview of the changes, if any, in each school year in each of our specials programs
at each of the grade levels: :

*There will be no change to World Language, Physical Education or Art, grades 6-8.

+There will be no change to the total numbers of sessions of health offered in sixth
grade. However, instead of meeting two times a week for one semester, all students
will meet one time a week for the entire year, thereby allowing all students to receive
instruction over the full year, rather than having one-half the class receiving health
education instruction in the first semester, and the other one-half being delayed in
receiving health education instruction until the second. The health offerings in 7™ and
8% grade will remain the same.

«ITL will now be integrated into all academic subjects in both sixth and seventh grades,
in the same manner in which it is currently integrated in grades K - 5 and grade 8.

*General Music will be eliminated as a separate offering in sixth grade, with the
curriculum elements of that course being integrated into the remaining music
offerings, i.e., Band, Orchestra, Chorus, and Music and Technology.



Presentation Skills now will be offered in sixth grade one time a week for the entire
year, rather than twice a week for only one quarter. In seventh grade, presentation
skills will continue to be offered one time a week for the entire year. Presentation
skills will no longer be offered in eighth grade, since it is our belief that by
concentrating instruction in presentation skills in grades 6 and 7, our g’ graders will
be better served by being able to utilize those skills more effectively in making
presentations during academic instruction in the g grade.

*Design and Engineering will be offered as a year long course in all three grades; one
time a week in both sixth and seventh grades and {wo times a week in eighth grade, an
increase of one period of instruction across all three grades, as opposed to our initial
intent to offer Design and Engineering three times per week only in gt grade.

I look forward to our presentation and discussions with the Board on November 11.
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WESTPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ELLIOTT LANDON 110 MYRTLE AVENUE
Superintendent of Schools WESTPORT, CONNECTICUT 08880
TELEPHONE: (203) 341-1010

FAX: (203)341-1029

To: Members of the Board of Education

From: Elliott Landon

Subject: Busing/Logistics Schedules: 2013-14 and 2014-15
Date: . November 11, 2013 i

Pursuant to the request of the Board of Education made at our meeting of October 21, Sandra
Evangelista, Coordinator of Transportation Services, has prepared for Board review at our meeting of
November 11 documentation to reflect two concerns of the Board of Education, as follows:

1. The scheduling and associated costs, if aﬁy, of providing equity to all elementary schools
from the perspective of starting and ending times for the 2013-14 and 2014-15 school
years.

2. Scheduling and associated costs, if any, of “guaranteeing” that no student arriv'e late to
school, or dismiss late from school, in each of the school years 2013-14 and 2014-15.

In the following pages, you will see the effects of addressing both of the Board concerns. On Planning
Sheet A, you will see the impact, both time wise and financial, of providing some modicum of equity to
all elementary schools, by bringing Coleytown El to an earlier start and ending time for the remainder
of the 2013-14 school year and for the full 2014-15 school year. This plan does not “guarantee” that
there will not be the occasional late bus on arrival and dismissal at any one, or all, of our schools.

Planning Sheets B and C address both issues, i.e., the elimination of late buses on pickup and dismissal
and a modicum of equity among all of our elementary schools both for the remainder of the 2013-14
school year and the start of the 2014-15 school year. You should note that the only way to “guarantee”
on time arrivals is to spread the times between bus runs to 40 minutes. The only way to accomplish this
is to change the starting and ending times of various schools throughout the school district.

This item appears on our agenda of the meeting of November 11 for discussion purposes only. If the
Board decides at that meeting to incur any additional costs for transportation during the 2013-14 school
year, the Administration will provide recommendations for budgetary reductions to accommodate those
decisions, such reductions to be discussed at the meeting of November 25 and to be acted upon at the
Board meeting scheduled for December 2. Additionally, should the Board wish to change the starting
and ending times of all schools in an effort to ensure that buses always arrive on time at all schools, I
suggest that the Board not make such a decision until it receives public input on November 25 and
December 2, with the intent to authorize the changes at the meeting of December 16.



GLE0E8

Gl 6088 6L e008

006618

Sv:Z-00

‘8

0g:g-Sp:d

SP2-00:8 |GLC-08 L

E4

¥l

omm.t.wm
QEB'BYLE ¢

o

6e

S105] UsaMIBG SSINUIWLI O SWRWSY ‘S9SN ¢ pPPY

G1:e-08g

516068

SIe00e

CLe-058

Sy z-00

)

TSrz00e

Gr2-008 | 6L Z-08.L

0ac'ii8  §

b

2e8'erLC $

8¢

SIS0} HOSMIDY SOINUILI OF SURWIBY 'S8sng ¢ PPy

2(]

§1:€-0e8

Sl e 0ca | 006Che

gee-shg

00:€-Gt

8

R

ShZ-008 [S1 208 |

095248 %

L

£

9

9 8

ﬁmm_mmm Z $

b

¥l

Li

51€-02°8

Gle-0e8 m.w”w.om“w

00:€-G618

Sy2-00

omum-wv”h

G-2-00:8 1 GL:2-08:L

) Sau}
g9ggee. $1 €l ZadAL
gLe'e6e e & | 6t L 30AL

L %SE

S101) USSNSG SINUILLE OC SUIBLLaY 'Bunp- AJBnuer s8sng ¢ poY

SI 088 (S e 08815 6008 |SLe008 |Gr2-001 |arc 008 | 552008 | SLe-08L ot}
T 7 5dAL
B1EeA0 7 8] 68 T30k

SI31) USAMISG SSINUILI OF SUBWISY ‘aunp- Alenuep sasng £ PpY

V 1001 ONINNV1d

loerges| . | meomeL
151 6-068 |51 c-00:8 | 00°6G1'8 | 05.6-Gv'8 | 00:6-G1.8 | 08.2-Gv'L | Sv2-00'8 | GL.¢-08.4 S|
gac'ee, %1 £l i 9 4 £ L 9 9 ] ZodAL
LE6' 2P $1 oF Ll 8 [ i1 g 7l Ll zZ [ adAL




%19 | 2906028 | 86%'929°€S |

T [ 3so5 0L
mo”N..ONN

~{6z5-0v'8 |52 5-0v:8 [SZ.6-07'8]00°6-51.8 | 67 .2-008 | 02.2-GE L | SV'2-00:8
0558 S| b

9e6'9v. T & 6
SISl uUSBMIS] SSINUIL Op PPY eilea sujw Ol jooyos ybiy 1elg 'sesng ¢ ppY
T TS [eevezess ] e

S7e0va ]Sz e-0vBlSc e or 8oz e-0v8|ohz-00:8]|6r 2008572008 |50 C0C L

09628 §$ yi Z adA]

gee'er.e $ 8E
sial] UsaMIad SSINuUIlL OF PPY Lsiies suiw g} joouds ybiy pels 'sesng ¢ ppy

TTTTOWING WP LWE S [ sien usem)ag SSINUILL OF PPY wI8iJea Sejnuit 01 j00yds Ybiy Lels 'sesnq 0 ppY 2D [€)C
Gz.c-0v'elsz:e-0ve [00°€-6L:8|0v'e-66:8|00:€-G1 '8 | 02:2-GE:L | S¥'2-00:8 | S0:2-02:L Sawl}

005'//8 ¢ ¥l L 9 Z £ { 9 9 g zadAL

188'665C § | 9¢ 8 6 1l g | 7l Il | e
. EEETNEN s | % SHM S49 s3> §3S SWO  SWE
%S¢ | 182611 S | 906988 ES

e L e L T co ) 1S0DIBI0L
GZ:¢-0V'8|GT-C-0v'81SZ€-0r:8100:€-G1'8 | S¥'2-00'8 |0Z'2-G€:2 | S¥'2-00:8 | S0:2-02:L soullf
ggs'ea.  $| €1 Z edA)
g1e'ehS'z | 62 — JedAL

SJol} USaMS] SeINUIL O PPY MJellies sulu Ol 1ooyds ybiy uels lsunp- Aenuer sesng ¢ ppy
; ...Q\QW.W”. T Nwﬂmmﬁwﬁ woma@wﬂ.ﬂﬁ— PR . SR T o T T ._. ..__. G o B S
_ Gz C-0v-815z.c-0ve|Gze-ov8 [SZ:e-07'8 | G¥:2-00:8 | S¥2-00:8 | 5¥:2-00:8 | §02-0¢C:L saw]
89c'es. $! €l Z adA]
gLe'ca6'z $1 6¢ | odA]
SISl Usamiaq SSINUILL Of PPY JaIUEs suiw 0} jooyos ybiy pes ‘eunp- Alenuep sesng ¢ ppy g}
WIN . | 65122881 sl usemeq Sjnuiul Oy PPY HDIIES SeINUIL 0| j00UDS UBIY LeIS sesng 0 pRY. 13S0 fBjol
cz.e-0v-g|sze-ovie|ooe-Gi8|ove-65:8|00:€-61:8102:2-68:L | S¥'2-00:8160:2-08:L SowLL
8ec'es., $1 €L L 9 z [ ! 9 9 g ZodAL
LE6'LIP'T $ 6 L 8 7l Ll 44 L adA)

. EELCE  s0 s $3> $3S  SWD  SME

€100l ONINNV1d




1506023 | 867929 S o : e i . }.i1sogelol
6£€-05'8 62.€-06:.8101°¢-62:8]|56.z-01'8|0e:2-6v:2 165°2-01:8]GLTDE L SOWL
0962/8 % i
866'8v.'T $ B¢
slan ussmiag SSINUILL OF PPY SWES U] SUlBLa) S} WS |00Yds ;m_.I ‘s38Nnq ¢ PpY
%19 |260'60Z % | 86¥'929'C S| ST _ S
ge:€-05'8]62:€-05:816£:€-06:8|6€:€-06:8 [6§°2-01'8 [ 65:c-01:8165:2-0L:8161:2-0€:L mmé_p
096'2/8 % vl
ge6'8rL'e $ 6
£1a]] Uzamiaq www_._EE.ov PRy alues i} supliS) oWl Lels jooyos :mMI wmmm_.ﬁ £ PPy
e L OING T bt lire $ T sien usemiaq sejnuil O PPY: IOWES BU) SUIBLUSS WL LE)S [004DS UBIH 1Sasng 0 pRY _
Ge£-06:8]5£:€-06:8[01-€-62:8[06'€-60'6|0L'e-Ge8|0€:2-G¥'L 1982018161202 SouwL
096'2/8 & bl l g 4 € | 9 9 8 Z odAL
Emmmmm $ L 8 L Ll
010 e319(] umoo s30 $3S SWO  SWe
__....m_._m“w_,hw_m_m._.m__.__”w__” ._w_cm_._mwn_.mw__ Sl S ST R T
GE€-05:8[6€'€-05:8]65:€-05:8{01'€-62'8|GG'Z-01:8{0€2-Gp:L | 962018 |51 :2-08:L salul L
8986'¢6L  $ £l 7 90k
81£'e65'C $ 8¢ } edAL

$19]] USSMIS] SSINUIL O nu< wEmm mr_u sujews. mEn tmwm Bonow r_m_m wmcz? am:;m_, sesng m nv<

%se | Z88'siL $ | 906'98e'e $ | -] 3seDEoL
See-0580e 5058 |GE 5 08| GE £088] 5201855 2-0L 8o Z-0r8]aL 208 L saw |
885°¢6L _ $ | ¢l Z odk)
8lc'e65C G| bt } 9dAL
S8 USBMIS] SSINUIL O PPY ‘Swes sy sulewsas aw Lels jooyos ybiy ‘sunp- Alenuer sesng ¢ ppy
TTVWIN | BLGLIZES | | sion Usamiaq sentill Oy PPY ‘OLIES U SUIBWIS] S 1IE1S [00U0S UBIH '59SNd 0 PPY
GE€-05-.8[9£:€-09'8]01:€-GZ'8[06:€-G0'6 [ 01:€-62-8[0€2-G¥ 2 | §5:2-01:8|GL:Z-0:L sawlL
88S'c6.  $ L Z € b 9 9 8 zodAL
€647 $ 6 L 8 i L1 22
oo S 350D S49 €30 SIND

D 1001 ONINNVd

sas’

Sig

SHS %




WESTPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ELLIOTT LANDON 110 MYRTLE AVENUE
Superintendent of Schools WESTPORT, CONNECTICUT 06880
TELEPHONE: (203) 341-1010

FAX: {203) 341-1028

To: Members of the Board of Education

From: Eiliott Landon

Subject: Budgetary Impact: Revised Class Size Breakpoiﬁts
Date: November 11, 2613

At the last Board of Education meeting held on October 21, I presented to the Board a review of
class size breakpoints as required under Board goals and actions plans for the current school year.
At that time, I made use of the projected enrollments included in our adopted budget, rather than
the actual enrollments as of October 1, 2013,

Requested by the Board to do a comparison of the impact of modifying the breakpoints utilizing
the actual enrollments as of October 1, 2013, the attached documents have been prepared in
response to that request. The first of these documents reflects current class size guidelines of 22
(K-2) and 25 (3-5) with a breakpoint of 2 sections at the maximum guideline, with the remaining
class sections at one less than the suggested maximum. The second reflects the impact of
changing the breakpoint to 1 section at the maximum guideline, with the remaining sections being
one less than the suggested maximum.

Had we been guided by a breakpoint of 1, rather than a breakpoint of 2, our current budget would
reflect an increase of an additional 2 teachers. That is, we currently have on staff 124 teachers in
Kindergarten through Grade 5 with a breakpoint of 2, rather than 126 which would have been
required with a breakpoint of 1.

Nonetheless, the reality is that we actually have 125 teachers on staff at the elementary level for
the current school year because after the school year had begun, four students were withdrawn
from the second grade at Long Lots School. With 89 students at the start of the year, the second
grade required a fifth teacher with the breakpoint 2 requirement.

Thus, using “apples to apples” for comparison purposes, as of October 1, 2013 a breakpoint of 1
would have required us to employ 124 Kindergarten teachers. However, for comparative purposes
for the current school year only, we would have been best served had we employed actual
enrollments at the start of the school year. In any event, by changing our breakpoints from 2 to 1
we will incur additional personnel costs, with the numbers of additional personnel changing from
year to year.
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WESTPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ELLIOTT LANDON 110 MYRTLE AVENUE
Superintendent of Schools WESTPORT, CONNECTICUT 06880
TELEPHONE: (203) 341-1010

FAX: (203) 341-1029

To: Members of the Board of Education

From: Elliott Landon

‘Subject: ~ Proposed BOE Meeting Dates: July 1, 2013-June 30, 2014
Date: November 11, 2013

As noted at our last meeting held on October 21, the Board of Education is required to file with
the Town Clerk an annual schedule of meeting dates. In recent years, the Board has elected to
address this requirement by posting its annual schedule of meetings on a “school year,” rather
than a “calendar year,” basis. Therefore, consistent with the Board’s previous actions, I have
prepared for your review a calendar that lists proposed Board meeting dates from July 1, 2014
through June 30, 2015. j

While we attempt to schedule regular Board meetings on the second and fourth Mondays of each
month, it is not always possible to adhere to that timeline. Thus, it is recommended that Board
members reserve all Mondays in the event special meetings, other than scheduled ones, may be
required throughout the year.

You should note that building principals are directed not to schedule special functions on
Monday nights to avoid conflicts for Board members, staff and parents.

The calendar appended to this memorandum is being presented to the Board for your approval at
the meeting of November 1. Based upon the request of Michael Gordon to change the date of
the meeting of January 26 and the decision of the Board to approve that request, the meeting of
January 26 has been re-scheduled for January 27.

ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATION

Be It Resolved, That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the
Board of Education approves a calendar of scheduled public meetings for the period July 1,
2014-June 30, 2015, said calendar to be appended to the meeting of November 11, 2013.

L \MemoreBOEMeetingCalendar Nov 11 2013.doc



WESTPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS
PROPOSED BOARD OF EDUCATION -- MEETING CALENDAR JULY 2014- JUNE 2015
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WESTPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ELLIOTT LANDON 110 MYRTLE AVENUE
Superintendent of Schools WESTPORT, CONNECTICUT 06880
TELEPHONE: (203) 341-1010

FAX: (203) 341-1029

To: Members of the Board of Education
From: Elliott Landon |
Subject: Acceptance of Gift

Date: November 11, 2013

The Green’s Farms PTA has generously offered a grant in the amount of $2,148 for the purpose
of purchasing four (4) IPads for the establishment of a pilot program to explore how IPads might
be used to improve instruction in the second grade.

I recommend acceptance of this generous gift with thanks and appreciation to the Green’s Farms
PTA for its willingness to support this pilot program.

ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATION

Be It Resolved, That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the
Board of Education aceepts with thanks and appreciation a gift from the Green’s Farms
PTA valued at $2,148 for the parpose of establishing a pilot program in the second girade at
GFS making use of four (4) Ipads.




