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Introduction 

A Message from the Principal  
Dear Students, 
 
Our community takes great pride in our school system and our 2021-22 Guide to Edu-
cational Planning reflects that dedication to excellence. The courses outlined within 
this guide are our tools to ensure we provide our students with countless educational 
opportunities aligned with our core values of equity, access, rigor, and adaptability.   
Students, with parental assistance and professional guidance, will make important 
decisions that not only affect their future academic program, but may also influence 
career decisions as well. We encourage all students to aim high when selecting 
courses and take full advantage of the resources available to them. The school and its 
professional staff are available for course selection consultation, but the ultimate deci-
sion rests with students and parents.  Please take advantage of the information con-
tained in this publication while proceeding with this important process and, as always, 
donôt hesitate to contact us if any assistance is needed when considering the academ-
ic options available.  
The possibilities are limitless, I encourage you to reach and stretch yourselves! 
 

Kimberly Beukema 
Principal 

A Message from Guidance  
 

Dear Parent(s) and/or Guardian(s), 
 
The process of designing an individualized plan for high school  and selecting cours-
es is an important part of the work your child does with the Guidance Department 
each school year.   
 
This winter and spring the school counselors will be conferencing with your child for 
annual academic advisement and multi-year planning. Over the course of these 
meetings,  we will discuss their progress, select courses that are meaningful to your 
son/daughterôs personal goals, explore post-secondary goals and interests, and an-
swer questions. 
 
Please take time to carefully review the information in this guide as a family as it re-
lates to your son/daughterôs high school and post-secondary plans. Your input in this 
process is essential in learning more about the courses and plans that are best-fit for 
your child and we sincerely appreciate your partnership.  We are deeply committed to 
your son or daughterôs well-being, success, and transition to a meaningful post-
secondary choice. 
 
The Harrison High School counselors, teachers and administrators will work with your 
child to ensure continued success and to be certain that their 2019-2020  program 
meets and exceeds individual interests and needs. 
 
Kelly Malczewski 
Director of Guidance 
 
 

LMK MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HARRISON HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELORS 
Lisa Cannistraci, Lauren Ciallella, Kira DiFalco, Mark DiMondo, Shari Heyen,  

Renee Katzenberg, Kristin Kearney, Cindy Leong , Daniel Logue 

HARRISON HIGH 
SCHOOL 

 
 255 Union Avenue 
Harrison, NY 10528 

 
 Phone: (914) 630-3095 

Fax: (914) 835-5471 
  

 CEEB/ACT CODE: 332275 
 
 

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION 
 

Louis N. Wool, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

 
 Michael Greenfield 

 Assistant Superintendent for  
Curriculum and Instruction 

 
 District Website: www.harrisoncsd.org 

 
District Telephone: (914) 835-3300  

 

HIGH SCHOOL  
ADMINISTRATION 

 
Kimberly Beukema  

Principal 
 

Laurie Griffo 
Lawrence P. Mastrota 
Assistant Principals 

 
Kelly Malczewski 

Director of Guidance 
 
  

Guidance Office: (914) 630-3101  
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THE COURSE  
SELECTION PROCESS 
 
Students work with their teachers, 
parents and counselors to develop 
a comprehensive plan for high 
school that meets post-secondary 
needs. Each year, parents and 
students are invited to an individu-
alized academic advisement meet-
ing with the school counselor to 
further develop and explore the 
four-year plan and beyond. 
 
 
 

THE COURSE  
SELECTION TIMELINE 
 

Decemberï Counselors meet with 
all students on their caseload to 
help students begin to consider 
courses for the next school year. 
 
JanuaryðCounselors meet with 
current 11th-grade students to dis-
cuss course selection and the col-
lege search and application pro-
cess. 
 
FebruaryðCounselors meet with 
current 10th-grade students. 
 
MarchðCounselors meet with cur-
rent 8th & 9th grade students. 
 
MarchðCounselors revisit course 
selections with current 8th-grade 
students as needed. Parents are 
encouraged to contact  counselors 
with questions. 
 
April/MayðCourse requests are 
updated per Committee on Special 
Education  (CSE) determinations. 
 
AprilðDeadline for all course re-
quests.  
 
AugustðSchedules are distributed. 

Course Selection & Multi-Year Planning 

THE TRANSITION TO HIGH SCHOOLðGRADE 8 TO GRADE 9 

 
 

November, 2021 
 International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program Parent  
 Information Night 
 

December, 2021 
 Grade 8 Counselor reviews the transition timeline with stu-

dents during the school day 
 
January, 2022 

 8
th
 Grade Parent Orientation at Harrison High Schoolï Par-

ents meet with building administration and teachers to 
learn about life at Harrison High School, with a specific fo-
cus on course offerings.  

 
February, 2022 

 Harrison High School Visit- Each eighth grade team will 
visit Harrison High School. This visit provides students an 
opportunity to visit the high school during the school day, 
introducing students to various aspects of high school life.  

 
March, 2022 

 Course Selection and Multi-Year Planning Meetings- Stu-
dents will meet individually with either a high school or mid-
dle school counselor to select their courses for 9th grade 
and discuss their four year plan. These meetings will take 
place in the LMK library during the school day. 
 

April, 2022 
 Course selection sheets due to the LMK Guidance Office 

 
June, 2022 
 Grade 8 BBQ for students at LMK during the school day 

 Moving Up Ceremony at Harrison High School 
 

August, 2022 
 Grade 9 Orientation & BBQ for students at HHSï Students 

will meet their school counselor and the high school admin-
istration, support staff and peer leaders as a way to wel-
come students to the high school and foster their sense of 
connectedness to the school culture, ahead of the first day 
of classes. 
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Below is a breakdown of a 9-period day and the classes that complete a 9
th
-grade student schedule.   

This is not an actual student schedule, rather a sample listing of 9th grade course offerings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students are required to earn at least one full credit in The Arts or through the Technology course, Design and Drawing 

for Production (DDP).  Options available to students include: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Students are required to select an additional half credit in an elective.  Options available to students include: 

PERIODS COURSE 

1 English Language Arts 9 

2 Global History & Geography 9 

3 Algebra, Algebra/Trigonometry or Geometry  

4 Biology 

5 Biology Lab/Physical Education 

6 World Language (French, Italian or Spanish) 

7 Lunch 

8 Full-Credit Elective ChoiceðThe Arts or DDP 

9 
Half-Credit Freshman Writing Seminar (required) 
Half-Credit Elective Choice 

THE ARTS & DDP (1) 
(must select one entire bullet) 

 
¶ Band (1) 
¶ Band (.5) & Chorus (.5) 
¶ Chorus (1) 
¶ Theater & Creative Writing (1) 
¶ Design & Drawing for Production (1) 
¶ Introduction to Dance (1) 
¶ Percussion Ensemble (1) 
¶ String Orchestra (.5) & Chorus (.5) 
¶ String Orchestra (1) 
¶ Studio in Art (1) 

Course Selection: 9th Grade 

 
ALTERNATE DAY ALL YEAR (.5) 

(class meets every other day all yearðmust select one) 
  

  
¶ Band (.5) 
¶ Chorus (.5) 
¶ Introduction to Computer Science (.5) 
¶ Journalism I (.5) 
¶ MyTunes: Playlists for Life (.5) 
¶ String Orchestra (.5) 
¶ Percussion Ensemble (.5) 
¶ Personal Financial Literacy (.5) 
¶ Topics in Pre-Calculus I (.5) 
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The sample schedule below is a breakdown of a 9-period day and the classes that complete a 10
th
-grade studentôs 

schedule. This is not an actual student schedule, rather a sample listing of 10th grade course offerings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please refer to the Guide to Educational Planning for additional course offerings and electives. 

 
 
 

A listing of the alternate day all year courses: 
 

PERIODS COURSE 

1 English Language Arts 10 

2 Global History & Geography 10 or AP World History 

3 Algebra II, Geometry/Trigonometry or other math option 

4 Earth Science or Foundations in College Chemistry  

5 Science Lab/Physical Education 

6 World Languages (French, Italian, or Spanish) 

7 Lunch 

8 Elective Choice (Possibly Health 0.5 credit) 

9 Elective Choice 

Course Selection: 10th Grade 

 
ALTERNATE DAY ALL YEAR (.5) 

(class meets every other day all year) 
  

  
¶ Harrison Science Research I (.5) 
¶ Health (.5) 
¶ Introduction to Computer Science (.5) 
¶ Computer Science II (.5) 
¶ Journalism I or II (.5) 
¶ Musical Theory & Analysis (.5) 
¶ MyTunes: Playlists for Life (.5) 
¶ Personal Financial Literacy (.5) 
¶ Topics in Pre-Calculus II (.5) 
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Freshman and Sophomore Planning 

 
The following information will help guide your family in planning and progressing successfully through each year of the high school 
experience.    
 

GRADE 9  
 

Meet with your school counselor.  The school counselor knows how  to guide students and families to make the most out 
of high school.  During the school year counselors meet with students to discuss an individual multi-year plan and to plan 
for post-high school transition. 
 
Create a multi-year high school plan.  Students develop an initial four-year plan for high school in 8th grade along with 
their parents and a school counselor.  The requirements listed below will help to further develop each students plan 
throughout the 9th grade year. 

¶ Understand the difference between basic graduation requirements and choosing more rigorous courses that 
will enhance the transcript for college admissions. 

¶ Familiarize yourself with the various courses and programs offered through the Guide to Educational Plan-
ning. 

 
Start exploring college and careers.  Students are encouraged to explore college and career options available to them 
post-secondary.  Naviance is a resource for this work which allows students to use multiple search tools to explore  both 
colleges and careers. Students should share their post-secondary goals with their school counselor.   
 
 
Participate in extracurricular activities.  Harrison High School offers a wide range of co-curricular clubs and athletics de-
signed to match students interests and abilities.  

¶ Join a club as a way to meet new people and connect to the school culture as whole.  Authentic involvement 
in one activity is more important than loose connection to several activities.  

¶ Students are encouraged to participate  in Harrison High School athletics. To learn more about how engag-
ing in HHS athletics connects to a post-secondary athletics experience, explore the National College Athletic 
Association (NCAA) at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.  NCAA shares eligibility requirements and core course 
requirements. The Director of Health, Physical Education & Athletics and your school counselor can also 
support your family in this process. 

 

 
GRADE 10 

 

Meet with your school counselor. Continued discussion around the multi-year plan will help to ensure that a student is on 
track. 

¶ Learn about Advanced Placement (AP) and/or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses that may be appro-
priate for your child.  The Guide to Educational Planning, your school counselor, content area directors and 
classroom teachers can be a resource to you in this process. 

 
Take the PreACT and PSAT 10 test.  Students will sit for the tests in the Winter. Reports are generated after each prac-
tice exam which provide invaluable feedback for the studentðand can be utilized for future guidance and planning. 
 
Participate in school  and volunteer activities.  Extracurricular activities help students develop time-management skills 
and enrich the school experience. Quality over quantity is key for meaningful participation.  
 
Tour college campuses.  Visit colleges to begin to learn about their offerings, characteristics and unique features. This 
will help families learn about what they are looking for in a college.   
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Junior Year Timelineï Grade 11 

 
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER THROUGH DECEMBER OF JUNIOR YEAR 

¶ Register for and take the PSAT/NMSQT at Harrison High School. 
¶ Obtain dates and locations of college fairs. 
¶ Attend the Harrison High School College fair that is held each October. The fair is open to students and 

parents.  
¶ Learn about the college interview process by attending Harrison High Schoolôs College Interviewing Semi-

nar 
¶ Visit college campuses. 
 

JANUARY THROUGH JUNE OF JUNIOR YEAR 
¶ Prepare for the individual academic advisement meeting with your school counselor. Juniors meet with 

counselors beginning in January. 
¶ Plan for spring SAT and/or ACT testing by finalizing test preparation and obtaining information regarding 

deadlines and test dates. Information can be obtained in the guidance office.  
¶ Check the daily announcements in the counseling office for College Open House invitations and College 

Visits. Every college visit is posted in Naviance. 
¶ Attend scheduled individual student/counselor/parent conference with counselor to explore possibilities 

and to review all aspects of college planning. Naviance is one of many resources that can be used to as-
sist families in this process. 

¶ Do your best academically during this semester so that your transcript will reflect ability to do college-level 
work. 

¶ Investigate websites for college, scholarship, and financial aid informationðNaviance is a good place to 
start! Call or email colleges for additional information.  

¶ Plan several spring college visits while classes are in session.  Arrange exact times with the college ad-
missions office and attend information sessions where available.   

¶ Attend the late April College Conference at Westchester County Center, White Plains.  This is an excellent 
opportunity to meet college representatives, ask questions, get on the collegeôs mailing list to receive cata-
logues, view books, etc.  

¶ Engage in the spring College Bound event to prepare for necessary spring and summer work related to 
college admissions. The Green Book for College Planning will be distributed. 

¶ Work on completing the Green Book for College Planning and submit to your school counselor in early 
June. 

¶ If you plan to pursue athletics at the collegiate level, register with the NCAA, at the end of the year.  More 
information can be found at www.ncaa.org. 

¶ Ask a teacher that know you well to write a letter of recommendation for you.   
¶ Develop a  college list in Naviance prior to the close of junior year.  Each student list should contain 

schools considered to be a reach, target and likely. Partner with your counselor in ensuring your list meets 
your needs.   

¶ Attend the Financial Aid Night at Harrison High School. 
 

SUMMER BEFORE SENIOR YEAR 
Summer is a time of preparation and investigation in the college search and application process. 

 
¶ Continue to refine the college essay. Students are encouraged to attend Harrison High Schoolôs Summer 

College Essay Writing Workshop. Students are best prepared for September when they are able to leave 
the summer with a completed college essay. 

¶ Plan and make additional college visits.   
¶ Finalize the list of colleges to which you will apply. 
¶ Complete additional preparation for SAT and ACT fall testing, as needed. 
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AUGUST/SEPTEMBER OF SENIOR YEAR 
¶ Research test dates and deadlines for SAT and ACT exams. Register for the appropriate exams.  

¶ Meet with your school counselor to ensure that your college list includes colleges appropriate to your academic/personal goals. 

Your list should contain schools considered to be a reach, target and likely.  

¶ Review and provide feedback on the accuracy of your high-school transcript.  

¶ Submit all remaining senior documents including authorization to release records signed by parents, activities resume, completed 

questionnaire, personal statement and 1-2 teacher recommendations.  Write thank you letters to the individuals that have written 
you a letter of recommendation. 

¶ Create a Common Application user-name and password. 
 

OCTOBER OF SENIOR YEAR 
¶ Attend the Harrison High School College Fair 

¶ Learn about the college interview process by attending Harrison High Schoolôs College Interviewing Seminar 

¶ Attend the fall college conference at White Plains County Center.   

¶ Complete the FAFSA and other financial aid forms at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  You may file beginning October 1st. 

¶ Early decision and early action applications should be submitted to counselor 10 school days prior to the November 1 deadline 

and 10 school days prior to the November 15 deadline. Start sending regular decision college applications.   

¶ Prepare a calendar of college interviews with alumni or on campus. Participate in mock interview sessions with your counselor. 

 

NOVEMBER OF SENIOR YEAR 

¶ Be aware of your  first quarter grades and progress as they could be the difference between admission and rejection. 

¶ Continue filing college applications. 

 

DECEMBER OF SENIOR YEAR 

¶ Connect with your school counselor to review your college application process. 

¶ Be prepared to receive your early decision/early action responses. 

¶ Any remaining applications should be submitted to your counselor 10 school days prior to the January 1 deadline.  

¶ Notify the Guidance Office if the colleges you applied to require mid-year report cards to be sent. 
 

JANUARY OF SENIOR YEAR 

¶ Review your first semester report card for accuracy and effort with your school counselor. 
 

FEBRUARY THROUGH APRIL OF SENIOR YEAR 
¶ Remain in good standing in all academic courses and extracurricular activities. College acceptance letters are conditional based 

upon maintenance of good standing. 

¶ Continue to investigate all sources of financial aid, including scholarships. 

¶ Keep track of all college acceptance decisions.  If accepted to several colleges, but still undecided, a second campus visit may be 

necessary. If no response has been received from a college, please see your school counselor. 

¶ Provide your school counselor with all admissions decisions as you hear back from colleges. 

 

MAY OF SENIOR YEAR 
¶ Once committed to a college,  advise all other colleges to which you have been accepted as to your decision before May 1, other-

wise the college will keep your file active. 

¶ Update your school counselors of all you admissions decisions. 

¶ If on a wait list at a college that you are eager to attend, please see your counselor to determine next steps. 

¶ Send acceptance deposit by specified deadline (usually May 1). 

 

JUNE OF SENIOR YEAR 
¶ Continue to access your school counselors as a resource in the college admissions process and transition to college as you make 

your way to graduation. Congratulations!  
 

Senior Year Timelineï Grade 12 
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Completed Green Sheets must be submitted to your school counselor a minimum of 
10-school days prior to college application deadlines. A minimum two week turn-
around for processing Green Sheets in the high school guidance office is necessary to 
ensure all items are verified and processed.  
 
While college deadlines are deadlines established by the college or university it is 
strongly advised to work well in advance of deadlines, particularly when making re-
quests from the College Board and ACT to send test scores. Their ability to process 
your information may not be immediate.  
 
Further, you are strongly encouraged to complete and submit known applications and 
Green Sheets as early as possible versus waiting until the deadline. In such cases, 
some colleges may review your application prior to the established deadline. 

Senior Year Timetableï College Admissions 

TYPES OF COLLEGE ADMISSION 

Early Decision I:  Students apply earlier (deadlines in November) than the regular admissions deadline and typical-

ly know their admissions decision by mid-December of their senior year. Before applying for Early Decision, stu-

dents should have carefully researched the college and feel strongly that it is an excellent match academically, 

socially, geographically and financially. Students can apply to only one college via Early Decision. Early Decision 

is a binding contract to attend. Once a student receives acceptance, students must immediately rescind all other 

remaining applications. 

Early Action:  Meant for those students who want to apply early to their first choice colleges but want to be able to 

compare acceptances and financial aid packages (this is non-binding). 

Regular Admissions: Standard deadlines that range from December to early March. 

Rolling Admissions: College has no official admissions deadline. This is a common procedure at public colleges, 

which continue to review student applications as long as space is available. Many of these schools have suggest-

ed deadlines and students are encouraged to apply as early as possible and well before the communicated dead-

line. 

Early Decision II: Early Decision II is similar to ED I, as it is a binding early-decision process but with later dead-

lines. Typically the application deadline is the same as for the regular admissions process but a decision is sent far 

sooner.  

Priority Decision: Priority applications, sometimes called "VIP apps" or "choice apps" are applications in which stu-

dents may not be required to write essays or pay fees, depending on the college. These colleges typically reach 

out to prospective applicants. If an applicant is truly interested in the college, then applying may be advantageous. 
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Introduction to College Planning 

https://student.naviance.com/harrison  

òNaviance Studentó 

Contact 630-3101 for your personal account login 

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS AND THE GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
While college exams play a critical role in the application process, admissions representatives look at many different factors in re-
viewing applications, including: 
 

¶ A rigorous and challenging course-load demonstrated on the transcript 

¶ Grades earned 

¶ Standardized test scores 

¶ Extracurricular activities 

¶ Athletics 

¶ Application essay 

¶ Letters of recommendation 

¶ Intended major/field of study 

¶ Other factors (geographic diversity, ethnic/racial diversity, socioeconomic diversity, and age diversity) 

 
Resources for College Admissions can be found on the Guidance webpage:  
http://www.harrisoncsd.org/index.php/guidance/hhs-guidance-home 

NAVIANCE 
Naviance is a comprehensive college and career readiness solution that helps districts and schools align student strengths and interests to postsec-
ondary goals.  Students, parents and school counselors use Naviance to explore careers, research colleges, store a list of prospective colleges, sign 
up for college visits, seek out scholarships, apply to college and more! Some information about its features include:  
 

¶ Exploring Careers: Surveys  are available to direct career searches based on interests and personal qualities which helps to  guide college major 

selection; Shares job descriptions, skills needed, related careers, wages, etc. 

¶ College Research: This research tool provides comprehen-

sive information on thousands of colleges.  In addition to 
general information, extensive data are presented on aca-
demics, cost, student body characteristics, and other pro-
grams. Students can produce a list of colleges that meet 
specific criteria (e.g., size, cost, location, available majors, 
etc.) Additionally, the ñSupermatchò feature goes through 
questions that students should be asking when developing a 
college list helping to get to know themselves and what they 
want in a college.  

¶ Scattergram: A graphical view of application outcomes (e.g., 

accepted, denied, waitlisted, etc.) at a college for recent 
HHS applicants, using GPA and standardized test scores.  
Students and families can gauge their chances of ac-
ceptance by comparing personal scores with those of suc-
cessful applicants . 

 Acceptance History: Shows all colleges to which HHS stu-

dents have been accepted as well as the number of students 

who have applied. 

 Visit Schedule: As college representatives schedule information sessions at HHS, these are posted online.  

 Scholarship List: Scholarship information is located in Naviance including local scholarship offerings. 

https://student.naviance.com/harrison
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College Entrance Exam Testing Recommendations 

COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMS TESTING RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
College entrance-exams often play an important role in the college admissions process. Throughout high school it is rec-
ommended you discuss specific entrance-exam plans with your school counselor.  
 

      
Consult Naviance and a collegeôs website for specific college requirements. While the majority of colleges and universities do NOT require Subject 
Tests, many of the countryôs most selective colleges require two or more for admission. Please consult with your school counselor prior to registering. 

 
Students with IEPôs, 504 Plans, or ENL supports should contact the Guidance Office for assistance in applying for accommodations on all tests.  

Accommodations may be available, but are contingent upon College Board and/or ACT approvalðnot HCSD. Please call 630-3345. 

 

Exams Recommended Administration Dates 

Practice ACTï 
Pre ACT 

Winter, 10th grade: This is the practice ACT, designed to measure students progress towards success on the 
actual ACT. It also allows students to experience the format and style of an ACT.   

Practice SATð
PSAT 10 

Winter, 10th grade: This is the first of two practice SATôs, designed to measure students progress towards 
success on the actual SAT in the 10th grade year. It also allows students to experience the format and style 
of an SAT.   

Practice SATð
PSAT/NMSQT 

October, 11th grade: This is the Practice SAT for all 11th grade students.  The PSAT/NMSQT is also con-
nected to national scholarship opportunities for students who perform in the highest percentiles in the coun-
try. 

    

SAT 
(Reading, Writing 
& Language, Math 

and Essay) 

10th Grade:  Not Recommended 

11th Grade: December, March, May, June, or August (Some students work to take this twice in grade 11) 

12th Grade:  October, November, or December   

   It is recommended that students sit for this exam two times. 
 

ACT 
(English, Math, 

Reading, Science 
and Writing) 

10th Grade:  Not Recommended 

11th Grade:  February, April, June, or July     (Some students work to take this twice in grade 11) 

12th Grade:  September, October, or December 

   It is recommended that students sit for this exam two times. 

SAT  
Subject Tests 

SAT Subjects Tests in World History and Chemistry 
Best taken in May or June while enrolled in respective course ðAP World History and/or Foundations in Col-
lege Chemistry. Consult  College Board study-guides, your school counselor, appropriate directors of in-
struction and the classroom teacher. Additional preparation is necessary to ensure alignment of all curricu-
lum. 

SAT Subjects Tests in Biology, Literature, Physics and US History 
Please consult College Board study-guides, your school counselor, appropriate directors of instruction and 
classroom teachers. Determining the most suitable time for taking Subject Tests in the above subjects will 
depend on individual readiness, preparation and overall testing-plan. Additional preparation is necessary to 
ensure alignment of all curriculum.  

SAT Subject Test in Math Level 1 and/or SAT Subject Test in Math Level 2 
Best taken in May or June while enrolled in most relevant course.  Level 1 corresponds best to Algebra II.  
Level 2 corresponds to AP Calc BC I or AP Calc BC II. Consult your school counselor, Director of Mathemat-
ics and classroom teacher. 

SAT Subject Test in Languages Chinese, German, Spanish, Italian, French, Korean, Japanese, Latin and 
Hebrew 
Best taken in May or June while enrolled in respective senior-year course or in May of junior year based on 
student readiness. Consult your  school counselor, Director of World Languages and classroom teacher for 
guidance. 

College Entrance Exam Testing Recommendations 
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Graduation Requirements 

 

DIPLOMA DESIGNATIONS 
 
Regents Diploma with Advanced 
Designation 
Awarded to students who complete 
all the requirements of a Regents Di-
ploma plus the additional require-
ments: (a) World Language-at least 3 
credits in the same foreign language 
plus a score of at least 65% on the 
World Language Checkpoint B exam 
OR a 5-unit sequence in art, music, 
or career technical education. (b) A 
second and third Regents examina-
tion in Mathematics: Algebra I, Ge-
ometry and Algebra II. (c) A second 
Regents examination in Science (one 
life and one physical). One exam 
must be Living Environment and the 
second can be any of the Physical 
Sciences (Earth Science, Chemistry 
or Physics). 
 
Regents Diploma 
Awarded to all students who com-
plete at least 22 credits and achieve 
satisfactory scores on the required 
Regents exams. 
 
 
 

DIPLOMA WITH HONORS 
 
Awarded to students who complete 
all requirements for the Regents di-
ploma and achieve a mean average 
of at least 90% on all Regents ex-
ams: 
¶ Regents Advanced Designation 

Diploma with Honors 
¶ Regents Diploma with Honors 

 

 

Students are expected to meet the following New York 
State public high school requirements for graduation. 

 

             REQUIRED UNITS OF CREDIT 

 
4+1 ASSESSMENT PATHWAY TO GRADUATION 

 
¶ Students must pass four required Regents examinations in 

English, Mathematics, Science & Social Studies. 
 

¶ Plus any one of the following options: 
 
¶ Pass an additional mathematics Regents exam in a different 

course; or 
 
¶ Pass an additional science Regents exam in a different 

course; or 
 
¶ Pass an additional social studies Regents exam in a different 

course; or 
 
¶ Successfully complete a Department-Approved CTE pro-

gram; or  

¶ Successfully complete all the requirements for the CDOS 
Commencement Credential 

                  

 

Regents Diploma Advanced Designation 

Content Area Credits Content Area Credits 

English 4 English 4 

Social Studies 4 Social Studies 4 

Mathematics 3 Mathematics 3 

Science 
 

3 Science 
 

3 

World  
Languages 

 
1 

World  
Languages 

 
3 

The Arts 1 The Arts 1 

Health .5 Health .5 

Physical  
Education 

2 
Physical  
Education 

2 

Electives 3.5 Electives 1.5 

Total 22 Total 22 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/ctepolicy/approved.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/cte/ctepolicy/approved.html
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Building a Rigorous Academic Profile 

WHAT IS A HIGH-SCHOOL  
TRANSCRIPT? 
 
An important factor in college ad-
missions is a studentôs high school 
record.  The high school record is 
shared with colleges via the stu-
dent transcript. A high-school tran-
script is a document that details a 
studentôs academic achievement in 
high school courses offered grades 
9-12 and includes high-school 
courses completed during middle 
school. The transcript is, quite 
simply, a copy of a studentôs high-
school course record that contains 
an applicantôs courses, grades, 
test scores, and grade-point-
average (GPA). The document 
plays an important role in the col-
lege admissions process.  
 
One of the most important factors 
in the college admissions process 
is the rigor exhibited on the stu-
dentôs transcript. College admis-
sions officers want to know if stu-
dents took the most challenging 
courses appropriate for them that 
are available at their high school.  
The high-school transcript will be 
submitted along with a studentôs 
application for admission and may 
also be required when a student 
applies for a scholarship. 
 

WHAT IS THE MOST DEMAND-

ING PROGRAM OF STUDY? 
 

Given the diverse population of 
Harrison High School, we empha-
size a personalized approach to 
learning which allows students to 
self-select their most rigorous, best
-fit, pathway of study.  Many stu-
dents will pursue a full IB Diploma 
Program, while others elect to take 
one or more AP or IB courses.   
The class of 2019 had 95% of stu-
dents  enrolled in  at least one AP 
or IB course. 
 
 

ADVANCED  
PLACEMENT COURSES 
 

Harrison High School offers a rich 
variety of programs that encour-
age students to pursue specific 
interests.  The educational pro-
gram is a comprehensive, rigor-
ous college preparatory curricu-
lum.   Harrison  has made a com-
mitment to the principles of equity 
and access to a rigorous and 
challenging curriculum.  Students 
enrolled in AP courses must sit for 
the external AP exam.  

 

2021-2022 
 
Social Studies: 
 Å World History 
 
Mathematics: 
 Å Calculus BC 

INTERNATIONAL  
BACCALAUREATE 

COURSES 
 

In addition to the AP courses, students 
will have the opportunity to enroll in 
individual IB courses and/or work to-
wards the full IB Diploma.  Students 
enrolled in IB courses must sit for the 
external IB exam.  
 

 

2021-2022 
 
Language A1/Group 1:  
 Å Literature HL Year 1 & Year 2 

¶ Language and Literature SL Year 1 & 
Year 2 

  
Second Language/Group 2: 
 Å French SL Year 1 & Year 2 
 Å Italian SL Year 1 & Year 2 
 Å Italian HL Year 1 & Year 2 
 Å Spanish SL Year 1 & Year 2 

¶ Spanish HL Year 1 & Year 2 
¶ Spanish Ab Initio Year 1 & Year 2  

  
        

Individuals & Societies/Group 3: 
 Å History of the Americas HL Year 1 
 Å 20th Century World History HL Year 2 
 Å 20th Century World History SL  
Å Economics SL   
Å Psychology SL  
Å Psychology HL Year 1 & Year 2 
Å Business SL Year 1 & Year 2  

 
Experimental Sciences/Group 4: 
 Å Biology HL Year 1 & Year 2 
 Å Physics SL & HL Year 1 & Year 2 

¶ Biology SL   
Å Design Technology SL & HL Year 1       
   & Year 2 
¶ Sports, Exercise and Health Sci-

ence Year 1 & Year 2 
 

Mathematics/Group 5: 
¶ Math Analysis SL Year 1 & Year 2 
¶ Math Applications SL Year 1 & Year 2 

 
The Arts/Group 6:   

¶ Visual Arts SL & HL Year 1 & Year 2 
¶ Theatre Arts SL & HL Year 1  
       & Year 2  
¶  Music Theory SL & HL Year 1      
       & Year 2  
¶  Dance SL & HL Year 1 & Year 2  
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The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme 

WHAT IS THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME? 
 

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme is a two-year curriculum for juniors and seniors 
designed to promote multi-disciplinary content mastery, critical thinking skills, global awareness, and per-
sonal efficacy. Students who successfully complete all of the program requirements receive an IB Diplo-
ma, recognized internationally by leading universities as a high standard of rigor.  Students may also take 
individual IB designated courses for credit and earn certificates for each course successfully completed. 
Many universities offer college credit for successful completion of IB courses in high school. Completion 
assists students in the competitive college admissions process. 

Central to the philosophy of the IB programme, IB Diploma candidate-students are required to take six 
subjects (usually one from each subject group) plus write a 4,000 word (about 8-pages) Extended Essay 
(EE), complete a course in Theory of Knowledge (TOK), and engage in a number of Creativity, Activity 
and Service (CAS) projects.  
 
Extended Essay (EE): The extended essay  affords students the opportunity to deeply investigate a topic 
of individual interest acquainting them with the independent research and writing skills expected at the 
university level.  

Theory of Knowledge (TOK): The interdisciplinary TOK course serves as a philosophical and theoretical 
framework for the program.  Students explore the nature of knowledge across disciplines and develop an 
appreciation for the cultural context of meaning. 

Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS): Participation in the schoolôs CAS program encourages students to 
be involved in artistic pursuits, sports and community service work, thus fostering their appreciation for life 
outside the academic arena. 

MUST STUDENTS WORK TOWARD THE FULL DIPLOMA TO ENROLL IN IB COURSES? 
 
We encourage all students to take one or more IB courses up to the full IB Diploma Programme. We un-
derstand that some students may wish to enroll in a limited number of IB courses. Students are encour-
aged to enroll in IB courses that fit individual need, interest, and readiness. In 2018-2019, 95% of juniors 
and seniors were enrolled in one or more advanced courses. 
 

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB) DIPLOMA PROGRAMME CONTACTS 
 
IB Diploma Programme 
Christopher Tyler, Ph.D., Coordinator 
630-3108 tylerc@harrisoncsd.org   
 
Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) 
Meredith Devine & Brittany DeGrazia, CAS Coordinatorôs 
devinem@harrisoncsd.org & degraziab@harrisoncsd.org  
 
Extended Essay (EE) 
Catherine Johnson, EE Coordinator 
630-3140  johnsonc@harrisoncsd.org 

Visit our IB Diploma Programme 
Website for more information: 

 
www.harrisoncsd.org 

 
Under the ñCurriculumò Heading 
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IB Learner Profile 

WHAT ARE THE TRAITS OF AN IB LEARNER?  
THE IB LEARNER PROFILE 

 
The aim of the IB Programme is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common hu-
manity and shared  guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world. 
 

IB learners strive to be: 
 
Inquirers: They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and re-
search and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sus-
tained throughout their lives. 

Knowledgeable: They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In so doing, 
they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of disci-
plines. 

Thinkers: They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize and approach 
complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions. 
 
Communicators: They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than 
one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly in collaboration 
with others. 
 
Principled: They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dig-
nity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and the conse-
quences that accompany them. 
 
Open-minded: They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the 
perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are accustomed to seeking 
and evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the experience. 
 
Caring: They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They have a 
personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the envi-
ronment. 
 
Risk-takers: They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the 
independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending 
their beliefs. 
 
Balanced: They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve person-
al well-being for themselves and others. 
 
Reflective: They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to assess 
and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and personal development. 
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IB Diploma Requirements 

WHAT IS REQUIRED TO EARN AN IB DIPLOMA  
 
All incoming eleventh graders who have successfully completed coursework 
in grade nine and ten, or at another school, are encouraged to commit to the 
two-year IB course of study. In addition to meeting proficiency in the required 
six subjectsðthrough external and internal assessmentsðIB students submit 
a 4,000-word (about 8-pages) Extended Essay (EE), complete 150 hours of 
Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS), and enroll in a 100-hour, two-year, inter-
disciplinary course: Theory of Knowledge (TOK). IB Diploma Candidates 
must plan their schedules carefully to complete the diploma and to fulfill New 
York State and Harrison High School graduation requirements. Students 
have the option of taking individual IB courses or working for an additional IB 
Diploma through the successful completion of requirements. The IB diagram 
on the following pages summarizes course offerings available to students.  
 
Students who wish to work towards the full-IB Diploma are required to suc-
cessfully complete: 

§ Six subjectsĭ through internal and external assessment 

§ A minimum of three High Level (HL) CoursesĮ  

§ A minimum of three Standard Level (SL) CoursesĮ 

If students take 4 HL courses, they would only need to take 2 SL 
Courses. 

§ Extended Essay (EE) 

§ Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS) 

§ Theory of Knowledge (TOK) 

 
IB full-diploma candidates take three (at most four) subjects at Higher Level 
and three (at fewest two) subjects at the Standard Level. Most IB courses 
are taught over a two-year period. The exceptions are SL courses that occur 
over a one-year period during 2019-2020: 20th Century World History SL, 
Economics SL, Biology SL, Math Studies SL, and Psychology SL.   
 
Each IB course, save for TOK, is graded on a scale from 1 to 7 and such 
grades are awarded based upon student performance on both internal as-
sessments (graded by HS faculty) and external assessments (graded by 
external readers). Several conditions must exist in order for candidates to 
earn the diploma as candidates must:  

§ earn at least 24 points generated from the summation of scores from 3 

HL and 3 SL courses and points awarded from Theory of Knowledge 
and Extended Essay performances 

§ gain at least a summed score of 12 from their 3 HL courses and cannot 

have any scores of 1 or 2 on an HL,  nor more than 1 HL with a score of 
3 

§ cannot have any SL with a score of 1, nor  more than 1 SL with a score 

of 2  

§ score above the minimum score of E on both the Extended Essay and 

Theory of Knowledge which are graded on a scale of A (highest) to E 
(lowest) 

§ fulfill all Creativity, Activity, and Service requirements 

 
IB PROGRAMME CORE DESCRIPTIONS  
 
EXTENDED ESSAY (EE) 
Students begin the EE during junior year and finish during senior year 
Course No.: 297           Grades Offered: 11-12 
Credit: 0.0 (IB Diploma Requirement) 
 
As a requirement for all IB Candidates All students research and write their 
EE independently, and can write on any topic and in any language they like 
(as long as it falls within the IB subject areas). Students usually write on  

topics that hold particular interest or reference to them, and the essay can be 
based on research or experiment. Additional information and guidelines will 
be provided to students and parents through orientation and conference with 
the IB Coordinator. Students will receive individual mentoring in this pursuit. 

 
CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY and SERVICE (CAS) 
Students begin CAS during junior year and finish during senior year 
Course No.: 298        Grades Offered: 11-12 
Credit: 0.0 (IB Diploma Requirement) 

 
This is a requirement for students working to earn an IB Diploma. CAS is an 
integral part of the IB Programme and is designed to help students develop 
new skills, interests, and understandings while providing service for others.  
CAS stresses the importance of experiential learning.   
 

§ Creativity:  the arts and other experiences involving creative thinking. 

§ Activity:   physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle, comple-

menting academic work elsewhere in the IB Diploma  
        Programme. 

§ Service: an unpaid and voluntary exchange that has a learning benefit 

for the student. The rights, dignity and autonomy of all those involved 
are respected. 

 
The main principles of the CAS program involve developing students into 
internationally-minded people who, by recognizing their common humanity 
and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more 
peaceful world.  Students are encouraged to ñthink globally and act locallyò 
and that ñif they believe in something, they must not just think or talk or write, 
but must act.ò 
 
There are four criteria that must be met for each CAS activity: 

1. Activities must be real and purposeful with significant outcomes. 
2. Tasks must involve personal challenge and be achievable in 

scope. 
3. Activities should involve thoughtful consideration: planning, re-

viewing progress,  and  reporting. 
4. Students must reflect on outcomes of the activity and on personal 

learning and growth. 
 

As part of the CAS requirement, students will complete approximately 150 
hours engaged in a CAS activity. The emphasis, however, is not on the accu-
mulation of hours but on the reflection process that the student engages in 
before, during, and after the activity.  It is expected that CAS work extends 
throughout the two year program. Student reflections should involve critical 
thinking in evaluating the success of the activity against the original goals.  
At the conclusion of the Diploma Programme, a diploma candidate must 
convince a panel that he/she met the objectives of CAS to qualify for an IB 
Diploma. Additional information and guidelines will be provided to students 
and parents through orientation and conference with the IB and CAS Coordi-
nators. 

THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE (TOK) 
Two-year course taken during both junior and senior year 
Course No.: 299  (Yr 1)   302  (Yr 2)      Grades Offered: 11-12 
Credit: 0.5 (alternate day each year; 0.5 credit each year) 

 
This is a requirement for students working to earn an IB Diploma. Students 
must be working towards the IB Diploma to enroll in the course. The Theory 
of Knowledge course is the central, interdisciplinary core around which the 
various subject areas of the International Baccalaureate Programme revolve. 
Students will explore knowledge systems of mathematics, human sciences, 
natural sciences, history, the arts, and ethics, as understood through the 
lenses of emotion, reason, language and perception. Throughout the stu-
dentôs experience in IB Programme classes, he or she is challenged to think 
globally and become a more independent learner. Toward that end, the TOK 
course will engage students in questioning and reflecting on various 
knowledge systems and their own roles within those systems as members of 
the global community.  

 

ĭ Students may substitute a course in the Arts/Group 6 with an additional course 
in Groups 2, 3, 4, or 5.  
 
ĮStudents should be aware that several courses require a two-year commitment 
for completion. 
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IB & AP Course Offerings 2021-2022 

IB & AP Course Offerings 2021-2022 
 

IB Math Analysis SL  
IB Math Applications SL 
AP Calculus BC 
SUPA Multi-Variable  
 Calculus 
 

IB Visual Arts HL/SL 
IB Music HL/SL 
IB Theatre HL/SL 
IB Dance HL/SL 

IB Biology HL 
IB Physics HL/SL 
IB Biology SL 
IB Sports, Exercise 
 and Health Science 
IB Design Tech. HL/SL 

IB French SL 
IB Italian SL 
IB Italian HL 
IB Spanish SL 
IB Spanish  
 Ab Initio SL 
IB Spanish HL 

IB History HL/SL 
IB Economics SL 
IB Psychology HL/SL 
IB Business SL 
AP World History 

IB Literature HL 
IB Language and Literature SL 
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IB Middle Years Program 

THE IB MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

The Harrison Central School District is in the process of implementing the IB Mid-
dle Years Program (MYP), a comprehensive and developmentally appropriate 
curricular framework, in grades 6-10. The MYP will complement our highly suc-
cessful IB Diploma Program as it is uniquely designed for rigorous academic 
study in a supportive learning environment. 
 
The learner profile, IBôs mission in action, serves as the foundation of learning. 
Through the dimensions of the profile, students strive to become inquirers, knowl-
edgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled, open-minded, caring, risk-takers, 
balanced and reflective. The program offers a wide range of opportunities for stu-
dents to develop their potential, to explore their own learning preferences, to take 
appropriate risks, and to reflect on, and develop, a strong sense of personal iden-
tity. The program encourages students to build upon their personal strengths and 
to embrace academics in and across all subject areas. Interdisciplinary learning is 
a significant feature of the curriculum. Additionally, at the end of grade 10, stu-
dents will complete a Personal Project, a self-directed study within a global con-
text that synthesizes their learning throughout the program. 
 
 

Implementation Timeline   
Harrison has developed a comprehensive, multi-year plan to implement the MYP. Throughout the process, students at 
both Louis M. Klein Middle School and Harrison High School will experience many enhancements to our current instruc-
tional program.   

 
 
 
View These Links for Additional Information 
 
MYP Brochure  https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-toolkit/brochures/myp-
programme-brochure-en.pdf  
 
FAQs https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-toolkit/brochures/parent-pack-faqs-
about-the-myp.pdf  

Video  https://vimeo.com/140759548  

 
 

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-toolkit/brochures/myp-programme-brochure-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-toolkit/brochures/myp-programme-brochure-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-toolkit/brochures/parent-pack-faqs-about-the-myp.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-toolkit/brochures/parent-pack-faqs-about-the-myp.pdf
https://vimeo.com/140759548

