May 26, 2021
Reading is a vital part of every child’s development. At Corbett Prep, the students actively read
throughout the year, both as a whole class and individually. Reading promotes comprehension, develops
vocabulary, and increases sensitivity to other cultures, social conditions, historical events, and the
student’s own personal awareness. The summer reading program supports students’ active reading
during the months they are away from school.
Students entering Corbett Prep Middle School for the 2021-2022 school year should carve out time to
read this summer! As part of the middle school community, students will read books of their choice and
share their thoughts with their peers to inspire each other to read, read, read this summer!
We are excited to offer students lots of choice this summer! All students in grades 6-8 will choose at least
one book from the 2020-2021 Sunshine State Young Readers Award Books List for Grades 6-8 or the
Teachers’ Choice 2020 International Reading Association List for Advanced Readers. The reading level
of the book should be reflective of the grade they will be entering.
Students will create a FlipGrid video online at FlipGrid.com when they are done reading their book.
Students must post a reflection of at least one book to share with the community. Students may choose to
share their video with the entire middle school community or only with their teacher.
Use the link provided in the email and on this sheet to access our specific Corbett Prep FlipGrid page.
Students will also be able to see their peers’ reading responses and a teacher’s example response. They
can use those to help them create their own.
Students:
Standards/Expectations: Your video or presentation must answer all of the questions below, but the
CHALLENGE is to keep the ending a secret!
Step One: Think about the answers to all of the questions listed below.
Questions to answer in your FlipGrid video:
1. What is the title and author of your book?
2. Give an overview of the main character of your book in two to three sentences.
3. What are some things your peers might like about this book (and the book’s story) if they chose to read
it? Give a specific example from the book.

4. What are some things your peers might not like about this book (or this book’s story) if they chose to
read it? Give a specific example from the book.
5. Would you recommend that people read the book? Why or why not? Answer this in at least three
sentences with specific evidence from the book.
6. What’s next on your reading list?
7. What’s been one highlight of your summer?
8. Would you like to share your awesome review with everyone? If you say yes, we will publish your video
to the FlipGrid page.
Step Two: To help organize your thoughts, write out or type the answers to all of the questions above.
Review and edit your draft. This second version will serve as your script in the video. It is important that
you write first to ensure that you answer everything well.
Step Three: Practice reading your script.
Step Four: Access FlipGrid and post your video. You may also keep your video off and only submit a voice
recording. Your video will only be posted to the Corbett Prep Middle School community if you would like
it to be and when it is approved by a teacher.
How to Access FlipGrid
1. Click on the link to access FlipGrid: https://flipgrid.com/9692d4ad
2. Use the Google account given to you by Corbett Prep to login. If you are a new student, please email
jjagdmann@corbettprep.com for that email address.
3. Read the instructions on the main page.
4. When you are ready to record, click “record a response.”
5. Record using your computer (You can use a phone if you download the app.)
6. Click “next” when you are finished recording. Add effects and the title of your book.
7. Remember to include your name!
8. Submit your FlipGrid!
9. On the homepage, you can watch other classmates’ videos! Get recommendations and leave more
FlipGrid videos.
Step Five: Keep reading!!! Every extra book review will be rewarded when you return to school! For your
extra books, you are free to choose any published book you’d like as long as it is in the general reading
level of your grade.
Have a wonderful summer!

Summer 2021
Dear Parents:
Second language acquisition is a vital part of an International Baccalaureate
education. At Corbett Prep, the students actively engage in learning Spanish
throughout the year. In our Middle School program, Spanish is a core class. Our
curriculum offers opportunities for differentiation to meet each child’s skill level.
Second language learning develops the whole child, including sensitivity and
appreciation for other cultures.
The summer Spanish program offers the students the option to actively learn
and/or review at levels in which the student is most comfortable. This will help to
introduce basic Spanish or ensure the continuity of skill progress to get off to a
great start to the new academic school year.
We are recommending that incoming Middle School students complete the
attached summer practice on Duolingo. There will be a pre-assessment test for
students within the first two weeks of school for instructional placement and
differentiation.
Thank you for your support.
Sincerely,
Valeria Wolters
Spanish Teacher

Language takes practice, practice, and more practice. Enjoy!
Middle School Spanish
Summer Practice Checklist – Level A
Overview: To advance and/or review your Spanish language skills, the following practice
opportunities are designed to strengthen Spanish grammar and vocabulary through application
activities. This is optional but highly recommended to become familiar with the third most
spoken language in the world as you prepare for Middle School Spanish!
To create an account in Duolingo:
Please use the Corbett Prep email you received for your child to create the account. You may use
another email if you still need their Corbett Prep email.
On Web
•

Click on the green "Get Started" button on www.duolingo.com and follow the
instructions to create your Duolingo profile and start learning.

On Android app and iOS app:
•

Click "Get Started" and follow the instructions to create your Duolingo Profile. This
includes choosing a learning language, selecting a daily goal, starting with basics or a
placement test, and building your Profile with a username and email address.

If you already have a Duolingo account, please click "I already have an Account" and enter
your email/username and password to log in.
How can I use Duolingo?
All language courses will have a learning tree filled with helpful skills (those colorful circles).
Each skill will contain 5 levels, starting with level 0. These levels will then contain individual
lessons.
As you progress through your lessons, whether completing them individually or through skill
test-out (key icon), you will earn Crowns. With 5 levels in each skill, you’ll earn 5 Crowns when
you successfully master a skill.
For the summer practice, you can work on (8) skills and get (8) crowns or complete (100) xp a
week.
Have fun and enjoy your “vacaciones de Verano”

