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Overview of the  
Progression of Discipline 
Even when schools have fully implemented the foundational practices, including interventions and supports, we 
know students will make mistakes. The Behavior Education Plan is intended to help turn mistakes into authentic 
learning experiences and to pair appropriate consequences with additional support. The Behavior Response Grid, 
beginning on page 23, provides staff and administrators with guidance in making decisions about how to respond 
to student behavior. The Behavior Education Plan identifies 5 levels of possible responses to student behavior. Each 
behavior is assigned to one or more of these Response Levels. Staff and administrators may use only the Response 
Levels identified for each behavior. Further, an intervention must be put in place before progressing to the 
next Response Level for a repeat of the same behavior. 

Response Level 1 is used when 
behaviors are supported within the 
classroom by staff assigned to that 
classroom. 

Level 1
• Classroom managed
• Is not a record that appears in Infinite Campus
• Classroom intervention before progressing to Level 2

Level 2
• Classroom or Support Staff managed
• May result in a removal from class
• May result in an In-School Suspension (ISS) for up to 1 day for 4th and 5th grade students

Level 3
• Support Staff managed
• Assistant Principal or Principal may assign a designee
• May result in up to 1 day of In-School Suspension (ISS) for all students. 
• Can result in up to 1 day of Out of School Suspension (OSS) for 4th and 5th grade students 
NOTE: Administrators will consult with District personnel before issuing any suspension for students in 4K through 3rd grade

Level 4
• Support Staff managed
• Assistant Principal or Principal may assign a designee
• May result in up to 1 day of In-School Suspension (ISS) for all students. 
• Can result in up to 3 days of Out of School Suspension (OSS) for 4th and 5th grade students 
NOTE: Administrators will consult with District personnel before issuing any suspension for students in 4K through 3rd grade

Level 5
• The Level 5 incidents include: possession of firearm, possession of a bomb, repeated touching of 

genital area (4th and 5th grade only) and repeated engagement of sexual intercourse with another 
student (4th and 5th grade only)

For example, if a student is being disruptive and the teacher successfully supports the student in the classroom to change their 
behavior, the behavior is responded to at level 1. If a student is being disruptive and the behavior requires additional support from 
a Support Staff, the behavior is responded to at level 2. For behaviors that are assigned Response Levels 2 and 3, the behavior 
must first be responded to at level 2 prior to that behavior being responded to at level 3. 

Progressive responses are confined to the current school year. This means at the beginning of each new school year, the lowest 
assigned Response Level for a first occurrence of the behavior within the school year should be used for every student. See the  
Implementation Guidance for more information on support staff structures and mobile response systems.

Response Level 2 is used when the 
mobile response system is involved 
in supporting the student. Support 
requires an additional staff member and 
might be provided in the classroom, 
outside the classroom, or in another 
environment. Behaviors assigned to 
Response Levels 1 and 2 do not need 
to be responded to at level 1 prior to 
being responded to at level 2.

In situations at Response Levels 
3 and 4 or when behaviors are 
repeated, it is important for Student 
Services staff to be involved in looking 
more deeply at the student’s needs 
to determine the most effective 
intervention. In these situations there 
may be a referral to the school’s 
problem-solving team, the Student 
Support and Intervention Team (SSIT).
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Progressive Discipline Flowchart
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Overview of Suspension,  
Expulsion, and Other Procedures
In-School Suspension (ISS)
In-School Suspension (ISS) is a disciplinary response 
in which a student is removed from the classroom 
environment and assigned to work in a different 
location within the school building for up to one 
day. A temporary removal made as part of a system 
of support (for example, “TAB Out”, Take A Break, 
regulation room, or time needed to regulate per 
student’s Behavior Support Plan) is NOT an ISS.

What are the key components of ISS?
• School work: alternate academic programming/

instruction in another supervised environment within  
the school setting 

• Students with Disabilities must have: 1) access 
to school work, 2) receipt of special education 
services, and 3) an environment with at least 
one student without a disability (then ISS is not 
considered a removal) 

• Repair/reflection: the student reflects on the 
incident that occurred and collaboratively develops a 
plan with adults to repair harm, restore relationships, 
and/or support social and emotional growth of 
oneself and the school community 

• Behavior support: if the student needs behavior 
support, that is also provided

Out of School Suspension (OSS)
During an Out of School Suspension (OSS) the student 
is not allowed to attend regular classes or other 
extracurricular activities associated with the school. 
Prior to any OSS, students must have the opportunity 
to share their version of the incident. If a student 
is suspended, parents/guardians must be notified 
promptly of the suspension, by phone if possible. They 
will also be given written notice of the suspension, 
which is Board Policy. The OSS process includes a 
right to appeal the suspension, referenced on page 19.

Readmit Conference
Following any Out of School Suspension, a Readmit 
Conference with the school will be scheduled; parents 
and students will be invited to participate, and school 
staff will facilitate the conference. The purpose of the 
Readmit Conference is to provide an opportunity for 
the student to reconnect with the school community 
in a positive way and to address any unresolved 
issues related to the suspension so the student can 
successfully move forward having learned from the 
experience.

Expulsion
Response Level 5 conduct will result in a student being 
recommended for expulsion from school unless prohibited by the 
IDEA and/or state law. The District’s legal authority for expelling 
a student and the steps to be followed are explained in Board 
Policy 4045 (Expulsion). All recommendations for expulsion will 
be reviewed by the Coordinator of Progressive Discipline (or 
their designee) who, in consultation with the Chief of Schools – 
Operations (or their designee) and Executive Director of Student 
Services (or their designee), will determine whether or not to 
approve moving forward with the expulsion process.  
 
In circumstances where a student’s conduct falls into Response 
Level 3 or 4 AND causes a serious physical injury (defined in 
Glossary of Terms) to another person, the Principal or program 
administrator may seek permission from the Coordinator of 
Progression Discipline to initiate a recommendation for expulsion.

Surrender for Safety
Surrender for safety acknowledges that students make 
mistakes and may unintentionally bring inappropriate items to 
school. Students are expected to learn from these mistakes. 
If a student voluntarily surrenders possession of a weapon or 
other inappropriate item to a school or alternative program staff 
member before being asked about the item or being discovered 
to be in possession and before anyone has been threatened 
with and/or harmed by the weapon or other inappropriate item 
in their possession, they will not be subject to the disciplinary 
consequences set forth above. 

Athletic Code
Because participation in MMSD athletic programs is a 
privilege and not a right, the Athletic Code provides additional 
expectations, consequences, and interventions in place for our 
student athletes.

Mandatory Reporting of Threats  
of School Violence  
While we believe in limiting the role of police in addressing 
school behavior issues, Wisconsin Act 143 mandates the 
reporting of serious threats of school violence. All school staff are 
considered mandatory reporters and must immediately contact 
law enforcement if they believe there is a serious threat of school 
violence. Training is mandatory to ensure staff understand their 
obligation to report any threat of school violence and anything 
that poses a serious and imminent risk to the health or safety 
of a school community. For more information on Wisconsin Act 
143, please visit https://www.doj.state.wi.us/office school-
safety/school-safety-resources
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Alternatives to Suspension  
for 4th and 5th Grade
While fidelity to the progressive 
discipline approach is critical, schools 
are also encouraged to explore 
alternative ways to solve problems 
and address behavior challenges 
without further decreasing students’ 
time outside the learning environment. 
Schools must develop an Alternatives to Suspension 
plan detailing the process and approach used in 
response to specific behaviors to offer students the 
opportunity to replace suspension.  

• Alternatives to Suspension replaces what was earlier 
termed a “Zero Day” option, meaning all Level 3 
behaviors will result in an Out of School Suspension 
(OSS) for one day for grades 4 and 5, unless an 
Alternatives to Suspension plan is in place and is used to 
replace the suspension 

• Alternatives to Suspension are important for behaviors 
that commonly progress from Level 2 (In-School 
Suspension) to Level 3 (Out of School Suspension)

Flowchart

To learn more about each school’s Alternatives to 
Suspension, contact a building administrator. For District 
information, contact the Coordinator of Progressive Discipline.

Alternatives to Suspension are offered for the 
following behaviors:
• Taunting, baiting, and encouraging fights
• Repeated disruption of instruction
Before these behaviors progress to OSS, the student should first 
be offered Alternatives to Suspension

School-based teams are encouraged to 
establish Alternatives to Suspension for  
the following behaviors:
• Swearing at staff
• Drug violations
• Excessive physical aggression
• Making, transmitting, or distributing, including posting to the 

internet, any recording of physical contact, whether or not the 
participants considered it “play fighting.” 

• Incidental contact, including the use of an object, with a 
staff member of the MMSD or any adult who is legitimately 
exercising authority at the school or during any school activity.

• Any other behaviors 
Schools must submit an Alternatives to Suspension plan to 
the Coordinator of Progressive Discipline for approval and 
communicate the plan with students, staff, and families.

Student  
opts in

Determine 
intervention

Document and 
monitor

Communicate with 
family and staff

School implements 
Alternatives to 
Suspension plan

Refer to 
Implementation 
Guidance for  
more details

Student 
opts out

Assign 
suspension

Readmit 
conference

Communicate with 
family and staff

Refer to page 14 
for consequence 
options

Follow  
readmission 
guidance
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Rights, Due Process,  
and Jurisdiction
Protections for Students with a Disability
Nothing in the Behavior Education Plan replaces or substitutes any student rights as guaranteed by the Individuals 
with Disabilities Act (IDEA) or Wisconsin State law. Students with a disability will always be entitled to the rights and 
protections afforded to them by state and federal law and shall not be removed from the learning environments 
unless doing so is in accordance with the law. A detailed summary of the rights and protections guaranteed for 
students with a disability can be found in the Behavior Education Plan Special Education Guidance Document. 

Collaboration is key
Typically, staff, students, and families should have collaborative discussions when disciplinary responses are used 
for behaviors. Any time there is a behavior that requires a response under the Behavior Education Plan, the school, 
student, and parent/guardian should work together to address the behavior and plan for the future. The behavior 
should result in an authentic learning experience.

Due Process
In general, “due process” includes a clear explanation of the behavior that occurred, an explanation of why 
it violates the Behavior Education Plan, and a chance for the student to be heard. Depending on the level of 
response used for a behavior (addressed in class, addressed by support staff, an In-School Suspension (ISS), an 
Out of School Suspension (OSS), or an expulsion), the level of “due process” required will change. Here are some 
additional clarifications: 

• Prior to any Out of School Suspension (OSS), students must have the opportunity to share their version of the incident. If a 
student is suspended, parents/guardians must be notified promptly of the suspension, by phone if possible. They will also 
be given written notice of the suspension, which is Board Policy. 

• Students have the right to have a parent/guardian present when school staff interview them about potential Level 4 or 5 
incidents. The purpose of the interview is for the student to share their version of events. 

• Level 5 behaviors require a mandatory recommendation for expulsion require a much more detailed process. That 
process is explained in a flow chart (www.mmsd.org/expulsionprocessflowchart) at mmsd.org and in Board Policy 4045.

Scope of the Plan and Jurisdiction
The Behavior Education Plan applies to all schools, educational programs, and placements within MMSD. It does 
not apply to programs offered by MSCR. Consequences may be imposed for behaviors that occur while the 
student is at school during school hours and immediately before and after school; participating in any school-
sponsored or supervised activity, including athletic events and field trips; under the direct supervision of a District 
employee or volunteer; or while using District-provided transportation (e.g. yellow buses). Consequences may 
apply to behavior that occur outside the school day and off school property only if that conduct endangers the 
property, health or safety of others at school or under the supervision of a school authority or endangers the 
property, health or safety of any employee or school board member of the District. This may include behaviors that 
involve social media that endanger the health and safety of those in the school. 
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Concerns 
and Appeals
Our genuine hope is  
that teachers, principals, 
and District staff can all 
work collaboratively with 
students and families to 
resolve any concerns.  
The process for addressing concerns 
is as follows:

• Families should first contact the 
teacher for any classroom concerns, 
or the principal for any unresolved 
classroom concerns and/or for 
school-wide concerns 

• For any concerns not resolved at 
the school level or for any appeals, 
families should contact the Chief 
of School-Operations in the District 
Office for assistance

MMSD is committed to responding  
to parent and family concerns in  
the most efficient, effective, and 
respecful way. 

For more information, see the MMSD 
guidlines for responding to concerns 
and complaints at www.mmsd.org/
concern

Board 
Policy sets 
a specific 
process

Classroom 
Concern  

START HERE

School-wide 
Concern  

START HERE

Call  
Teacher/Staff

Call  
Principal

Concern 
Resolved?

Concern 
Resolved?

Concern 
Resolved?

No

No
Call  

District Office  
663-1632

Support from 
specialized 
personnel

No

Call  
Chief of School 

Operations Office  
663-1632

This includes 
working with School 
Support Staff

Appeals to 
Suspension 
or Bullying 

Investigation  
START HERE
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Alcohol and Drugs Progression
In an effort to simplify understanding, this category is broken into possession, purchase, and distribution. The 
graphics on pages 20-22 show the progression of incidents from warnings to expulsion with paired interventions 
and consequences.

Out of school 
suspension 

•  REPEATED possession of alcohol  OR less than  
1 gram of marijuana

•  Possession of more than 1 gram of marijuana or other 
drugs

•  Distribution of alcohol or cold and cough medications

•  1st offense of purchasing drugs

The following should minimally happen as a result of an out of school 
suspension: School staff contacts family, gives the student due 
process, and schedules a meeting for readmission from suspension

In-school 
suspension

Possession and or being under the influence of:
• Tobacco
• An electronic smoking device*, including but not limited 

to devices commonly referred to as “vaping” devices.
• Beverages containing alcohol or less than 1 gram of 

marijuana

The following should minimally happen as a result of support or 
redirection in an incident: School staff contacts family and provides 
corrective feedback to student

Support,  
redirection,  

warning 

Possession and or being under the influence of:
• Tobacco
• An electronic smoking device*, including but not limited to 

devices commonly referred to as “vaping” devices.
• Beverages containing alcohol or less than 1 gram of marijuana

The following should minimally happen as a result of support or 
redirection in an incident: School staff contacts family and provides 
corrective feedback to student
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4th and 5th grade students are subjected to both in- and out of school suspension for 1 to 3 days, depending on the 
level of behavior. 4K through 3rd grade may be subjected to suspension. The school administrator must consult with 
District personnel before finalizing a suspension decision for students in grades 4K through 3rd grade.
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Physical Aggression Progression
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Out of school 
suspension 

Support,  
redirection,  

warning 

In-school 
suspension

•  REPEATED Hitting, slapping, pushing, tripping, shoving, 
kicking, spitting or any other inappropriate physical act of 
aggression (this includes play fighting)

The following should minimally happen as a result of an in-school 
suspension: School staff contacts family, gives the student due process, 
and creates a plan for repair and reflection

• Hitting, slapping, pushing, tripping, shoving, kicking, spitting 
or any other inappropriate physical act of aggression (this 
includes play fighting)

The following should minimally happen as a result of support or 
redirection in an incident: School staff contacts family and provides 
corrective feedback to student

•  1st & 2nd offense of excessive physical aggression (formally 
fight/physical attacks)

•  1st & 2nd offense Incidental contact, including the use of 
an object, with a staff member of the MMSD or any adult 
who is legitimately exercising authority at the school or during 
any school activity. Physical attack, including the use of an 
object, against a staff member of the MMSD or any adult who 
is legitimately exercising authority at the school or during any 
school activity.

•  REPEATED Hitting, slapping, pushing, tripping, shoving, 
kicking, spitting or any other inappropriate physical act of 
aggression (this includes play fighting) when an intervention 
has been tried

The following should minimally happen as a result of an out of school 
suspension: School staff contacts family, gives the student due process, 
and schedules a meeting for readmission from suspension

4th and 5th grade students are subjected to both in- and out of school suspension for 1 to 3 days, depending on the 
level of behavior. 4K through 3rd grade may be subjected to suspension. The school administrator must consult with 
District personnel before finalizing a suspension decision for students in grades 4K through 3rd grade.
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Out of school 
suspension 

In-school 
suspension

•  REPEATED touching of another person’s buttocks

• Touching a person’s breast or genitals/private areas

• Sexual activity

• Removing or adjusting a person’s clothing that causes 
exposure to undergarments or intimate body parts

The following should minimally happen as a result of an out of school 
suspension: School staff contacts family, gives the student due 
process, and schedules a meeting for readmission from suspension

• Touching another person’s buttocks

• Displaying one’s private parts
 
The following should minimally happen as a result of an in-school 
suspension: School staff contacts family, gives the student due 
process, and creates a plan for repair and reflection

Support,  
redirection,  

warning 

• Touching another person’s buttocks

• Displaying one’s private parts

The following should minimally happen as a result of support or 
redirection in an incident: School staff contacts family and provides 
corrective feedback to student

Sexual Contact Progression
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4th and 5th grade students are subjected to both in- and out of school suspension for 1 to 3 days, depending on the level 
of behavior. 4K through 3rd grade may be subjected to suspension. The school administrator must consult with District 
personnel before finalizing a suspension decision for students in grades 4K through 3rd grade.
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Disruptive and Uncooperative Behaviors cont. Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Leaving class without permission. l l

Leaving the school building without permission. l l  

Being in the hallway without permission and not returning to class when 
directed by school staff. l l

Any serious misconduct not otherwise addressed within this Plan that 
directly or indirectly jeopardizes the health, safety or property of a school, 
the school district, school personnel, other students, one’s self, or other 
individuals who are present or acting within the school’s jurisdiction.

l l

Failure to respect materials, property of others Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Failure to respect materials, property, and stealing from others  
(including, but not limited to, stealing and/or damage to cell phones, 
other electronic devices and credit cards/debit cards).

l l l

Firearms/Weapons Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Possession of…   

…a toy weapon where the toy weapon is not used to threaten,  
intimidate, harm, or cause a disruption.  l l

…a toy weapon where the toy weapon is used to threaten, intimidate, or 
harm another person or to cause a disruption. l l l

…a weapon, other than a firearm or other gun. l l l

…and actual, attempted, or threatened use of a weapon, other than a 
firearm or other gun, toward another person or to cause a disruption.  l l  

…a firearm, as defined by 18 USC 921 of the federal code (e.g., handgun, 
rifle, shotgun, starter pistol, etc.) See also, possession of bomb or other 
explosive device.

l

…a gun of any kind, other than a firearm, whether loaded or unloaded, 
operable or inoperable. Examples include, but are not limited to, BB 
guns, pellet guns, flare guns, and air rifles.

l l

Fires/Explosives/Flammables Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Setting a fire, or attempting to set a fire. l l  

False Alarms - Activating the school’s fire and/or other alarm systems, 
reporting a fire when no fire exists, or making a false alarm call to 911. l l  

Possession of fireworks, a smoke bomb, munitions, pepper spray/gas, 
MACE, tear gas, stink bomb, or any inherently dangerous substance/
object, or any illegal device, illegal product, or illegal material that is not 
specifically covered elsewhere within the Behavior Education Plan.  

l l

Possession of a bomb or other explosive device not covered elsewhere 
in the Behavior Education Plan. l
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Fires/Explosives/Flammables cont. Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Attempting to or actually using a firework, smoke bomb, pepper spray/gas, 
MACE, tear gas, or stink bomb. l l l

Making a bomb threat or threatening to set off an explosive device without 
actual possession of the bomb or explosive device.  
4k through 3rd grade

l l  

4th and 5th grade l l 

Forgery Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Writing the name of another person to be represented as a writing or  
original signature of that other person or altering any written record or  
document (such as dates, times, passes, and permits) without permission.

l l  

Gambling Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Playing any game of chance or skill for money or any item of value.  l l

Inappropriate clothing Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Dress Code Violation. See Dress Code, pg. 27. l l

Inappropriate language and/or expression Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Verbal, written, and non-verbal threats, or written or verbal put downs toward 
another person where there is no reasonable apprehension of bodily harm.
4k through 3rd grade

l l

4th and 5th grade l l l

Swearing, cursing or making obscene gestures, use of racial slurs, or  
protected class references directed toward another student. l l

4th and 5th grade l l l

Swearing, cursing, or making obscene gestures, use of racial slurs,  
or protected class references directed toward a staff member. l l  

Serious threats, including but not limited to threats made over social  
media, to threaten someone or to cause a disruption. l l  

Inappropriate physical contact (non-sexual) Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Hitting, slapping, pushing, grabbing, tripping, shoving, kicking, spitting, or 
any other inappropriate physical act of aggression by one student direct-
ed at another student that does not rise to the level of excessive physical 
aggression (includes actions considered “play fighting”).

l l l

Excessive physical aggression (fighting or a physical attack against  
a student).Note: Self-defense is described as an action taken to restrain 
or block an attack by another person or to shield oneself from being hit by 
another person. Responsive action, such as hitting a person back, is not  
self-defense and may be considered excessive physical aggression.

l l l

Incidental contact, including the use of an object, with a staff member 
of the MMSD or any adult who is legitimately exercising authority at the 
school or during any school activity.

 l l

Physical attack, including the use of an object, against a staff member 
of the MMSD or any adult who is legitimately exercising authority at the 
school or during any school activity.

 l
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Inappropriate touching, exposure, and/or sexual 
contact Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Touching of a person’s buttocks… 4k through 3rd grade. l l  

…4th and 5th grade. l l  

Touching of a person’s breasts… 4k through 3rd grade. l l   

…4th and 5th grade. l l

Touching of a person’s genitals/private areas… 4k through 3rd grade.  l l

…4th and 5th grade.  l l

Engaging in sexual intercourse, including oral sex and/or penetration with 
another student… 4K through 3rd grade. l l  

…4th and 5th grade.  l l

Physically displaying one’s buttocks, breasts, or genitals… 4k through 3rd 
grade. l l   

…4th and 5th grade. l l  

Removing or adjusting the clothing of another person (including, for exam-
ple, pulling down another student’s pants) in a manner that causes, or was 
an attempt to cause, the exposure of the other person’s undergarments 
and/or buttocks, breasts, or genitals… 4k through 3rd grade.

l l  

…4th and 5th grade. l l

Inappropriate use of technology Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Inappropriate use of district-provided information technology.  
See Policy 3721. l l l  

Recordings/images of another person Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Making, transmitting, or distributing, including posting to the internet, any 
recording of physical contact, whether or not the participants considered it 
“play fighting”.  

l l

Making, transmitting or distributing any recording that has not been  
approved or authorized by the school of the voice or image of any other 
student, staff member or other person without the consent of the person(s) 
so recorded. 

l l

Sexual, explicit, obscene, or lewd materials Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Possessing pornographic material or observing pornographic material. l l

Possessing, making, transmitting, or disclosing any image of any student, 
minor, staff member, parent, school volunteer, or other adult with supervisory 
authority in a nude or partially nude state, regardless of consent.

l l l

Use of unauthorized items Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Use of any non-educationally required device, electronic or otherwise, that 
detracts from and/or disrupts learning of oneself, or others is prohibited. l l  
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Dress Code
Safety and belonging are important 
components of a positive school 
culture. The dress code policy is 
focused on promoting both. Students 
may dress in any style they desire and may present 
themselves in a way that is consistent with their 
identity, as long as their chosen attire does not cause 
a disruption or compromise safety in the school 
environment. The following examples are intended  
to represent these limitations:

Items not to be worn include:

• Clothing or accessories that cover your face 

• Clothing or accessories that may be used as a weapon

• See-through clothing

• Clothing or accessories with statements or images that 
are vulgar, obscene, or promote illegal drugs, alcohol, 
sex, violence, or gang activities

• Clothing or accessories that expose undergarments or 
the buttocks

• Clothing or accessories with words, pictures, or 
caricatures based on stereotypes of a specific gender, 
race, ethnicity, nationality, religion, sexual orientation,  
or disability

• Clothing or accessories with Native American team 
names, logos, or mascots that depict stereotypes 

Additionally: 

• Clothing or accessories with sincerely held religious 
affiliations or purposes are allowed

• Shoes or footwear must be worn at all times

• Students at schools with board-approved school 
uniforms must abide by that policy
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Glossary 
of Terms

Advocate – An individual who promotes or supports 
the best interest of a particular student and has knowledge 
about their cultural identity, familial history, and current 
circumstances.

Bullying – The intentional action by an individual or 
group of individuals to inflict physical, emotional, or mental 
harm or suffering to another individual or group of individuals 
when there is an imbalance of real or perceived power. Such 
action creates an objectively hostile or offensive environment 
for the target and causes or is likely to cause negative and 
harmful conditions for the target. See Board Policy 4510 (Anti-
Bullying).

Cheating – Using, submitting, obtaining or attempting 
to obtain data, questions, or answers dishonestly, by deceit 
or by means other than those authorized by the teacher. 
Cheating includes submitting the work of others as your own 
and plagiarism.

Disruption – Intentionally interfering with instruction in a 
manner that inhibits other students from accessing instruction.

Distribution – Selling (for money or other 
consideration), or giving away drugs or alcohol. In instances 
of giving away (where no money or other consideration is 
exchanged), only the student who brought the drugs or 
alcohol to school or a school-sponsored event shall be cited 
for distribution.

Drugs – All illegal drugs, controlled substances, narcotics, 
and prescription medications. The definition does not include 
prescription medications that are possessed 1) while under 
the care of a licensed healthcare provider who prescribed 
the drug to the student AND 2) in conformance with District 
policies regarding the administration of medication at school.

Electronic Smoking Device – The term 
“electronic smoking device” means any product containing 
or delivering nicotine, or any other substance, whether natural 
or synthetic, intended for human consumption through the 
inhalation of aerosol or vapor from the product. The term 
electronic smoking device includes, but is not limited to, 
devices manufactured, marketed, or sold as e-cigarettes, 
e-cigars, e-pipes, vape pens, mods, tank systems, JUUL, or 
under any other product name or descriptor. 

Fighting – Repeated physical contact between two or 
more students that is harmful, injurious, or disruptive. Self-
defense is an action taken to restrain or block an attack by 
another person or to shield oneself from being hit by another 
person. Responsive action, such as hitting a person back, is 
not self-defense and may be considered as fighting.
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Glossary of Terms cont.
Purchase – Providing money or some other 
consideration in exchange for drugs or the promise to 
provide money or some other consideration at a later date in 
exchange for drugs. 

Serious Physical Injury – Serious physical injury 
is a bodily harm that results in one or more of the following:

• substantial risk of death;

• permanent deformity or defect;

• coma;

• permanent or extended condition that causes extreme pain;

• permanent or protracted loss or impairment of the 
function of any body part; or

• results in admission to a hospital.

• serious physical injury includes, but is not limited to, 
fractured or broken bones (including the nose), and 
concussions.  Serious physical injury does not include 
black eyes, welts, abrasions, or bruises.

Serious Threat – Engaging in conduct that 
places a person in a reasonable apprehension of bodily 
harm including, but not limited to, non-verbal aggression/
intimidation, verbal statements, or written statements.

Toy Weapon – Toys that mimic real weapons, 
including firearms and other guns, but are intended to serve 
as an item for entertaining children and are not dangerous.

Trespassing – Entering school grounds or a school 
building or space within a building without permission to do 
so or remaining on school grounds or in a school building or 
space within a building after being told to leave by District staff.

Weapon – A device, instrument, material, or substance 
that is used for, or is readily capable of, causing death or 
serious bodily injury.  Examples of weapons include, but 
are not limited to, firearms, bows and arrows, BB guns, 
paintball guns, pellet guns, brass knuckles, stun guns, tasers, 
knives (all knife types regardless of length of blade), cutting 
instruments (all objects whose primary intended purpose is to 
be used to cut something; e.g., box cutters, scissors, carpet 
cutters, razor blades, straight razors). Cutting instruments are 
not considered a weapon IF use of the instrument has been 
authorized by a staff member and/or provided to students 
by a staff member for a legitimate educational purpose (e.g., 
scissors for a classroom project) so long as the student uses 
the object only for the authorized purpose. 

Non-consensual – Sexual activity imposed by one 
person onto another person without their consent.  Consent 
is an affirmative nonverbal act or verbal statement expressing 
consent to sexual activity by a person that is informed, freely 
given, and mutually understood. It is the responsibility of 
person(s) involved in sexual activity to ensure that he/she/
they have the affirmative consent of the other or others to 
engage in the sexual activity. Affirmative consent must be 
ongoing throughout the sexual activity and can be revoked 
at any time. Lack of protest or resistance does not mean 
consent, nor does silence mean consent. Consent to one 
act by itself does not constitute consent to another act. 
The existence of a dating relationship between the persons 
involved, or the fact of past sexual relations, should never by 
itself be assumed to be an indicator of consent. Whether one 
has taken advantage of a position of influence over another 
may be a factor in determining consent.

Consensual sexual activity is also prohibited at school and is 
subject to school-based interventions and/or administrative 
discipline.

Non-educationally Required Device  
Any device that has the potential to detract from and/or 
disrupt student learning, whether electronic or otherwise, 
including, but not limited to, cellular phones, personal digital 
assistants (PDAs), personal music/video/gaming devices 
(e.g., Nintendo DS, iPods, MP3 players), electronic tablets, 
cameras and/or any other image/voice capturing device.  
See Board Policy 4403 (Possession of a Personal Electronic 
Device).

Possession – Having an item on one’s person or 
in one’s locker, car/vehicle (if parked on District property), 
backpack, purse, or other container.

Property Damage – The destruction, defacement 
or damaging of property, or equipment belonging to 
the school, District, or another person. The value of the 
property that is damaged will be measured by the repair or 
replacement cost.

Protected Class Status (Harassment) 
Any status expressly defined in and protected by federal, 
state or local law, regulation, or ordinance including gender, 
race, national origin, ancestry, creed, religion, pregnancy, 
marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, or physical, mental, emotional, or 
learning disability.
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Overview of Guidance Documents

Rights and  
Responsibilities Guidance 
Supporting positive student behavior 
requires a high level of commitment 
from students, families, staff, 
administrators, and members of the 
Board of Education. These stakeholder groups 
have rights and responsibilities that are designed to 
reflect both the mutual respect and accountability 
required of all people involved in supporting student 
behavior. The rights and responsibilities for each group 
are outlined in this guidance document. 
 

Special Education Guidance
• Our goal in MMSD is to ensure all students with 

disabilities receive their free appropriate public 
education (FAPE) in the least restrictive 
environment (LRE). 

• Guidance on the application of the Behavior 
Education Plan for students with disabilities, 
including detailed guidance for: 

• The process for reviewing and revising Individual 
Education Programs (IEPs)

• Using a Functional Behavior Assessment (FBA) 
to develop a Behavior Intervention or Support 
Plan (BIP/BSP) to provide effective support

• Alternatives to the Behavior Education Plan for 
students with disabilities

• The Exemption from Expulsion process for 
students with disabilities

• The Manifestation Determination process

 

Implementation Guidance
• Frameworks for school-based decision making

• Templates for universal systems, intervention 
strategies, and Alternatives to Suspension plans

• Family and community engagement practices

• Documentation expectations and data analysis

• Flowcharts and graphics to share with staff, 
students, and families

• Teaming structures, including efficient use of 
Student Services resources

• References for mental health and physical and 
emotional well-being 

• Resources, including lessons and units, to teach 
and build community

• Best practices for implementation highlighted by 
MMSD school examples

 

Bullying Prevention  
and Response Guidance 
Bullying prevention is supported by 
foundational practices in all schools. 
Bullying and/or harassing behavior 
is subject to intervention(s) and 
disciplinary response.  
The prevention and response guidance provides more 
information on Board of Education Policy related to 
bullying and/or harassing behavior.


