
 
 
 

This special meeting of the Clean Energy Commission will be conducted as a virtual meeting. 

Members of the public may view the meeting on West Hartford Community Interactive: Comcast 

Channel 5, Frontier TV Channel 6098, YouTube and www.whctv.org. Members of the public may 

also provide comments on agenda items by calling at the scheduled date and time and using the 

following access code:

 

June 23, 2021 7:00 PM 

 

Webex: https://townofwesthartford.webex.com/townofwesthartford/j.php?MTID=me267c4dc810f864bf3088f7714592ee5 

 

Call 1 (408) 418-9388      Access Code:    173 638 4785 

  Password:  N3SkrUuAY23 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Meeting Opening 

a. Call to order – 7:04pm  

b. Roll Call – Commissioners: James Capella, Bernie Pelletier, Joe Campanella, Catherine 

Diviney, Stephen Sack, David Mello, Max DuBuisson, QUORUM MET.  Other 

Attendees: Hendree Milward, Arlo Tucker, Corina Chang, Evan Piccioli 

c. Approval of Minutes from May 26, 2021 meeting - Approved 

2. Review actions over the last month: 

a. EV event on Father’s Day – estimated 60 to 70 people over the course of 3 hours.  

People were interested in the vehicles that were there.  Perhaps we host another event in 

the Fall. 

b. Town Council Plan Presentation – The plan became official  

c. Public outreach: 

• WeHa.com – Stephen Sacks announcement 

• EV event publicity 

d. Participation in the Sustainability Advisory Group  - the WHCEC has several items to 

prepare for submission (see Old Business below) 

3. Old Business 

a. Energy Plan Draft, https://www.westhartfordct.gov/resident- services/clean-

energy/comprehensive-energy-plan - Plan was approved – next steps are to fix some 

typos, remove draft label, and create press release. 

b. Public Art & EV Chargers - On hold (Perhaps delete if no action?) – Can remove until 

there is action 
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c. Climate Emergency Resolution – Report from Hendree Milward and students 

• Vote for this Commission to accept – Changes have been made, not yet complete.  

The Commission voted  to support a motion to bring a Climate Change Resolution 

to the Town Council for approval on the timeline specified by the Town Manager. 

4. Commission reports (standing agenda item): 

• Community communication network: Joe Campanella/Mike Matthews 

• Patch 

• WeHa.com 

• Sustainable West Hartford Facebook page – 286 member 

• WHCI West Hartford Community Interactive – “Energy Matters” series 

• Review Bio fuel script – quick click through of draft 

• Heat Pump Hot Water session (need to script) 

• DEEP energy retrofit of WH home (need to script) 

• HES Audit (need to script) 

 

• Town Clean Energy Webpage:  Catherine, Max Dubuisson, Mike Matthews, 

Westin Williams – Westin Williams went through all the links on the Webpage 

and felt that some was good and some was outdated.  Catherine is at the lead for 

direction on this project. 

• Heat Pump and efficiency education campaign: Bernie, Joe 

• Energy outreach to LMI: Bernie, Max 

• Review partner search – Deferred to next meeting 

 

• Outreach for Sierra Club RF100: Joe, Mike Matthews, Samantha Dynowski – if 

plan is approved mark this item as completed. 

• EV car event: James Capella – Father’s Day event, completed 

• Sustainable CT:  August application – Clean Energy topics – Send Catherine the 

agenda, date, and the title of the training if related to our commission.  Ex. Carbon 

trading, energy efficiency, etc. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

5. New Business 

a. Brainstorm on what the WHCEC can do either alone or with other Commissions to 

prepare for the closing of the MIRA trash to energy plant. – More the responsibility of 

Director of Public Works (Jon Phillips), we are unsure if it’s on the Town Council’s 

radar.  This will impact WH residents.  Bernie will ask the question above to Matt Hart.  

Some suggestions were to ask if Paine wants to get bigger and take a larger role in trash 

management (more than trash hauling).  Another idea was to contract out like the 

example of Covanta.  Suggested to re-review pay as you throw.  Suggested that residents 

compost food waste more than what we currently do.  Ultimate answer is waste 

reduction and is outside our purview.   

b. Legislative Review - deferred 

6. Staff Report 

a. Energy Updates – Catherine: running under budget DOE and Town, offset by lower than 

expected rates (natural gas use was up because of Covid ventilation requirements).  

b. BEV grant proposal Town Fleet – still undecided – but Catherine clarified that the grant, 

if obtained, only makes up the difference between the cost of an “ICE” car and a “BEV” 

car. 

7. Public Comment - None 



 

 

8. Adjournment – 8:54pm 

 
"ANY INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY WHO NEEDS SPECIAL ASSISTANCE TO PARTICIPATE IN A 
MEETING OR PUBLIC HEARING SHOULD CONTACT SUZANNE OSLANDER, DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL 
SERVICES, 860-561-7580 SEVEN DAYS PRIOR TO THE MEETING OR PUBLIC HEARING." 


