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COMMENTARY

What is an essential lesson of Torah that helped ground our community 
during the pandemic? One of my favorite songs at camp—probably because 
of the four clap—was “It Is a Tree of Life.” Its words originate from our 
Torah, and they immediately jumped to mind when this question was posed.

Proverbs 3:18 offers an important life lesson that represents the anchor 
that many of us held on to during the past difficult year. The 
Torah “is a tree of life to those who cling to it, and those who 
hold on to it find contentment.” How many of us turned back 
to Torah in the past year? We found our way back to Torah as 
sacred text, and back to Torah as a teacher, as a way of life. 
As we struggled and wrestled with decisions and weighed 
our often heavy choices, our community drew closer to the 
ultimate lessons we find in our Torah.

Many of us based choices and decisions on the essential 
lesson of Torah, which is the sanctity of each and every life. The Talmud 
teaches us that when we save one life, it is as if we save an entire universe. 
Each time we put on a mask—consciously or not—we were making a 
statement that we honored and cherished the life of someone we may 
never meet. Even as the pandemic and our understanding of the virus that 
changed our world shifted, the human race chose life. We chose life with 
determination and conviction. For many of us, that understanding of the 
implicit value of each and every person, each and every breath we take, 
derives directly from the Torah. As we held on, literally for dear life this past 
year, we held on to Torah. In our isolation and fear, we found a way to look 

beyond our individual selves, and our daily choices became statements of 
faith in the sanctity of life.

As we found our way back to Torah, back to our core, back to our anchor, 
back to the life jacket that has kept the Jewish people afloat from the 
moment we built our first small dwelling place in the wilderness, we found 

the strength to go one more day, one more week, working 
together to save if only one life. I believe we will forever carry 
this awareness and essential value of Torah with us as we 
move forward through the next steps and begin to heal and 
recover from the trials we’ve faced. 

One of the central tenets of Judaism is V’ahavta L’reacha 
Kamocha. And you will love your reacha as your own self. 
Typically this word is translated as neighbor, but a closer look 
reveals many meanings attached to this one word, including 

your companion, or the one who is dear to you. During the pandemic, as 
our definition of sacred space and holy ground evolved to include Zoom 
spaces, how we uphold the sanctity of all of God’s humanity became 
symbolized in our choices and in our masks. 

As Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks said, “When you do 
good to others, it is yourself, your conscience, and 
your self-respect that will be the beneficiary. The 
greatest gift of giving is the opportunity to give.” 

   Rabbi Elissa Ben-Naim

What Have We Learned From the Pandemic?

"Our daily 
choices became 

statements 
of faith in the 

sanctity of life."

When the Israelites are at the beginning of their journey, God declares, “Build me a sanctuary so I may dwell b’tocham.” What 
I love about the word b’tocham are its two possible translations: dwell among them, and dwell within them. I have always used 
these ideas in my teaching about the purpose and necessity of sacred space. I believe we build sacred space not for God but 
for ourselves. We build sacred space to create an opening within us to allow God in.

Over this past year, my eyes and my heart have been opened to new and ever-expanding understandings of 
my own interpretation of the question, Where is sacred space? What I learned this year is that sacred space 
is not just physical; it very much can be, and is, virtual as well. From FaceTime baby-namings to Zoom shivah 
minyanim, we were able to continue to bring families together for the most intimate moments of their lives. 
Even including those who would not have been able to participate during pre-COVID-19 times. The technology 
existed. I just never thought of such things. We were able to engage more families in our religious school 
prayer services, inviting more students to participate than ever before. Grandparents in Florida could watch 
and chat with their grandchild in Los Angeles as she chanted the Shema and V’ahavta. The number of classes 
offered tripled the number of engagement opportunities. We even have one congregant, Merle Weiner, who, 
at the time of this article, has yet to miss a single class—and she lives in Arizona!

My hope as we move forward and things begin to reopen is that these new sacred spaces do not fall 
to the wayside, but rather enhance all the wonderful and meaningful engagement opportunities our 
beautiful community has to offer. That we continue to expand our sanctuary for God to dwell among 
us—and within us.

   Rabbi David Eshel

"I believe we 
build sacred 
space not for 
God but for 
ourselves."
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“Baruch HaShem!” Depending on your background, 
or if you binge-watched Unorthodox or Shtisel 
during the past many months, you heard this a lot. 
“Blessed be the name,” or more loosely translated, 
“Thank God!” In Religious School, we spend quite 
a bit of time teaching the value of Hakarat HaTov, 
recognizing good and finding gratitude in daily 
living. We thank God, we thank one another, we 
thank those who protect us, we thank our teachers 
and educators, and hopefully the list goes on and 
on, whether it be for our healthy bodies, minds, or 
presence in the moment we are in.

If you asked the Religious School team about what 
we are most grateful for (in addition to the health 
of our families and the hopeful end to a brutal 
pandemic), we would all say, “You, the WBT 
community!” Parents, teachers, staff, students, 
Board of Directors, colleagues, and the community 
at large…you supported us through 15 months of 
educational chaos. You expected nothing less than 
the best from us, and I am proud to say we were 
able to deliver just that, because you provided us 
with the tools we needed! Our tool kit expanded 
and was enriched because of your commitment, 

dedication, professional guidance, and words of 
ongoing wisdom and encouragement, as well as 
your children’s laughter, presence, and, yes, your 
Hakarat HaTov. These months required a level of 
patience, flexibility, and understanding like  
never before. 

So, what now? We are excited and filled with 
gratitude that this supportive, beautiful synagogue 
community will now welcome and embrace 
hundreds of new Religious School families on our 
University campus. As we share our newfound 
wisdom and skill set with everyone during the 
school year ahead, we say, “Baruch HaShem,” 
remembering and recognizing the good in each 
one of us to become even better, more vibrant, 
and engaged in the Religious School community.

Registration for all of our programs opened in May. 
Please do not delay in registering for the wonderful 
offerings for students from kindergarten through 
high school at wbtreligiousschool.org—or 
always feel free to contact us at rsinfo@wbtla.org or 
(424) 208-8906.

May your summer be safe, healthy, and joyful!

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Baruch HaShem! We Welcome You Back!

On June 4th, 2021, we celebrated the merger of 
University Synagogue and Wilshire Boulevard Temple 
with an extraordinary Shehechiyanu Shabbat.

The Shehechiyanu prayer is recited to mark joyous 
occasions and the first occurrence of an event  
each year. 

Our Rabbis and Cantors teamed up to host this 
special event in the University Campus Sanctuary. 
With prayer and song, we united our congregations 
as one, in a beautiful and emotional commitment to 
the future of our community. We also shared special 
greetings from our longtime members and a timeline 
of our congregations’ rich histories!

Missed the service? You can watch it on our YouTube 
channel and Facebook page!
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TEMPLE NEWS

Shehechiyanu!

Clockwise from right: Wow, Rabbi! That’s a really difficult question. Final WBTY Wednesday and board installations. Senior send-off 
after 13 years in religious school! We hope your summer is as sweet as milk and cookies! Of course zoom religious school is 
possible by the swimming pool! 

https://www.facebook.com/wilshireboulevardtemple
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnBQEyJVEsbUHqOKXGrPx_g/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnBQEyJVEsbUHqOKXGrPx_g/videos
www.wbtreligiousschool.org
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It’s 11:30 a.m. on a recent Tuesday, and the Karsh Family Social Service 
Center team—two volunteers, our program coordinator, and our Serve 
the Moment corps member—are dancing around in different areas of 
the Leanse Ratner Family Food Pantry preparing for the newest addition 
to the Center’s weekly programs: the Tuesday Food Pantry distribution. 
Boxes of fresh produce are pulled from the fridge, and flyers with 
information about other services (rental assistance, our upcoming Potty 
Training workshop, a new mental health resource) are added to bags of 
pantry items, which another volunteer prepared the day before. While 
the team works, a hundred or so clients have started lining up on 6th 
Street, taking advantage of a lunch break from work, or a break during 
the school day now that their children are once again out of the house, to 
come pick up a bag of groceries.

On this Tuesday, we’ll also help register attendees for an upcoming 
COVID-19 vaccine clinic. We began hosting this additional Tuesday 
distribution at the end of February, and immediately saw a swift positive 
response, with more than 70 households showing up on day one alone. 
Tuesdays are now the Center’s fourth food distribution effort, in addition 
to: our flagship Sunday Food Pantry, which has been steadily providing 

groceries to an average of 250 households a week throughout the 
pandemic; the Mobile Food Pantry, in collaboration with seven to ten 
other organizations, serves between 350 and 400 households a week; 
and our family support program that offers groceries, and diapers, to 
between 70 and 100 families on a weekly basis. Each of these programs 
make the statistics we share every month a reality, and they create the 
space for us to continue to connect with clients as we work to understand 
their needs as the city moves forward.

When we talk about accomplishments in the last year, “quadrupling the 
amount of food we distribute at the Karsh Center” is a statistic with heavy 
implications about the difficulties facing our neighbors and the greater 
community. But our true north star is to meet the ever-evolving needs 
of those we serve, and with one in four of our neighbors in L.A. now 
experiencing food insecurity, the Tuesday Food Pantry and growth of our 
programs are evidence of our commitment to that effort.

Thanks to the generous support of our donors, volunteers, the WBT 
community, and new collaborations, we have been able to follow this 
north star, and meet these growing needs with creativity, flexibility, 
openness—and a whole lot of food. 

VOLUNTEER - KARSH CENTER

The Karsh Center’s Tuesday–and Everyday–Efforts

ADULT PROGRAMMING

CALLING ALL CINEPHILES!

Various dates at 7:30 p.m. 

The Film Society will present a wide variety 
of meaningful domestic and International 
films about Jewish subjects and Jewish values. 
Jim Ruxin, a longtime University Synagogue 
member and Adjunct Professor at USC School of 
Cinematic Arts, will curate the films and host our 
in-depth discussions.
Watch these important, thought-provoking films in 
advance and join us for an in-depth discussion with 
Jim Ruxin and Rabbi Susan Nanus. 
Our discussions include films like The Namesake 
(2006), Crescendo (2019), and Winter Journey (2020.) 

TORAH IS FOR EVERYONE, AND  
YOGA IS FOR EVERYONE

Returning this Fall!

Torah Yoga, which blends traditions uniting body, 
mind, and spirit, is on Summer break until the 
Fall. Led by Amit Heri and Cantor Kerith Spencer-
Shapiro, this is an embodied devotional practice 
that delves each week into a theme relating to 
Shabbat and leading toward Havdalah. Have  
your yoga mat ready and join us when we return 
this Fall. 

A TASTE OF TALMUD!

Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. 

Join Rabbi Stanley Davids on Saturdays at 
9:00 a.m. for Chevra Torah, and be part of an 
enthusiastic community devoted to ancient 
texts and the Talmud. Rabbi Davids has years of 
experience as a moderator and looks forward to 
introducing this dynamic discussion to Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple. Participants will engage with 
each other by learning Torah, its messages, and  
its influence on everyday life.

@home WBT

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6LlHCrW320&list=PLHX-E5tMZERmW6QEqihaAlkrbKHt6uz1T
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmu3sbJhHEE&list=PLHX-E5tMZERkM2N21tsdELTyrV-dHdzqo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmu3sbJhHEE&list=PLHX-E5tMZERkM2N21tsdELTyrV-dHdzqo


CAMPS
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GLAZER AND MANN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTERS

Children, Teachers, and Parents Come Together 
The Early Childhood Centers had a year like no 
other, and when reflecting on the successes that 
came about because of the pandemic, it is clear that 
there is so much we have gained. Starting with the 
children…they have shown us how resilient they 
are. Children came to school with their masks on, 
laughing, socializing, playing, learning, and exploring 
with their peers while adhering to all COVID-19 safety 
protocols. The children investigated why clouds 
move, how they believe the eye works, and how 
shade is created. 

Our teachers, the true superheroes, have grown in 
so many positive ways. Our Glazer and Mann staff 
collaborated during biweekly curriculum meetings on 
Zoom, creating new bonds and exchanging fantastic 
ideas that enhanced classroom learning environments.

Our parent body has been phenomenal, and our 
Parent Association presidents and their committees 

held numerous meetings to reimagine and create 
COVID-19-friendly events to bring our community 
together virtually. Party Book virtual events included a 
flower-arrangement class, a cooking class, yoga, and 
virtual game nights. Socials were held on Zoom, and 
our first Giving Campaign was very successful. The 
Jewish Family Celebrations committee put together 
a beautiful Shabbat Box Making event with bake-at-
home challah.

The Directors also found innovative methods, such 
as Brightwheel, to maintain communication and 
partnership with families while parents were not  
on campus.

While COVID-19 made it such a challenging year 
in myriad ways, we embraced the community of 
parents, children, and administrators who worked 
together for our children. 

After the fires in 2018, we learned that camp is truly the people, 
not the place. In 2020, we learned that the magic of camp will 
always reach us, no matter the distance. As we begin our summer this year at Buckhorn 
Camp in Idyllwild, after these last few years we don’t take a single moment together 
for granted. The time we spent apart makes the time we spend together sweeter! With 
profound joy, camp opened, welcoming campers and staff to spend a safe, fun, and 
meaningful summer together this year—for Summer 2021 (more like 20Twenty-FUN!).

Here is a snapshot from our first week of camp.

As the sun set behind the mountains of Idyllwild, campers in white shirts 
assembled for the first camp Shabbat together since August of 2019. They 
took their seats in the Chapel of the Pines, the space we have already 
made our own, with painted hand prints, paper chains, of course, and our 
beloved menorah. Shabbat is always special at camp. It brings moments 
of peace, gratitude, and friendship. Everyone had waited so long for this 
moment to arrive. Many were amazed that it happened at all!

Barely six weeks before opening day, staff scrambled to find a suitable new 
location when COVID protocols changed at their original site. In the San 
Jacinto Mountains to the East they found Buckhorn, an overnight camp for 
nearly 70 years not in session this season but a  property that has all the 
things we love about camp:  cabins, a field, a pool, lots of trees, hiking, a 
ga-ga pit, fire pit and so much more! Being back at a camp is the return to 
normalcy we’re all yearning for. 

With not a day to spare, the Camp team brought in all the necessary services 
to run camp – food, security, maintenance, transportation, and, of course, 
the finest group of counselors, CITs, and red-jacketed Leadership. 

After the first full day together and before singing the Modim, prayer of 
thanksgiving, Rabbi Rayna Gevurtz asked, "What are we feeling grateful for 
tonight?" Without missing a heartbeat, eager hands shot up...

“I am grateful that I am finally here.” 

“I am grateful for all the trees (and my Claritin).”

“I am grateful that I get to give my friends a real hug.” 

“I am grateful for my counselors that braid my hair.” 

“I am grateful for French toast sticks for breakfast.”

“I am grateful for my new friend."

CAMP OPENS FOR THE SUMMER OF 

20Twenty-FUN!
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BRAWERMAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

They will be matriculating to the following secondary schools:  Brentwood School; The Buckley School; Campbell Hall; Crossroads School; Geffen Academy; 
Harvard-Westlake School; Milken Community Schools; Tree Academy; Valley Preparatory School; Windward School.

Surrounded by administrators and former teachers, the Brawerman alumni class of 2015 came back to the Irmas Campus to pass the Torah and reminisce 
about their time as students. They sang Hashkiveinu and shared a final blessing to protect their journeys which lie ahead.

We are so proud of our Brawerman graduates who will continue to pursue academic excellence and Jewish values in the next stage of their lives.

Mazal tov to the Brawerman East and West Classes of 2021!
GRADUATION 2021

They will be matriculating to some of the following colleges 
and universities:

Colby College; Columbia University; Kivunim (Israel Gap Year); 
Loyola Marymount University; Michigan State University; New 
York University; Northwestern University; Rutgers University; 
Scripps College; Stanford University; Tulane University; University 
of California, Los Angeles; University of Colorado; University of 
Indiana; University of Michigan; University of Southern California; 
University of Wisconsin; Washington University in St. Louis.

Mazal tov to the Alumni 
Brawerman Class of 2015! 



Generating an affection for and commitment to Israel, a core value of 
our mission, remain the same even though this year it was experienced 
differently. Grade 6 would not be complete without the Israel trip. As with 
many other milestones, COVID-19 pushed us to be flexible and creative in 
planning it. While we couldn't physically travel to Israel, Grade 6 students 
participated in an incredible virtual Israel adventure. Each day Grade 6 
traveled with Elhanan, our Israeli Guide from Alexander Muss High School, 
to different regions and historic sites of the country. Students used virtual 
reality goggles to allow them a 3D experience through holy sites as if they 
were there from the safety of our Los Angeles campuses.

Students also got a taste of Israel as they devoured Israeli snacks and 
lunches daily! They met with an IDF Sergeant and even experienced some 
IDF training of their own with our security staff and coaches. Students 
made Havdalah candles and graffiti artwork inspired by Florentin. They 
performed Israeli dances. But they also explored different organizations 

in Israel committed to tzedakah. And, of course, when in Israel, you ride a 
real camel. So, we finished the week with a visit from Joseph the Camel. He 
will be remembered as a highlight of the year! While it was different, the 
connections made and the friendships enriched were still the same.

This experience would not have been possible without the dedication of our 
faculty, who remained committed to instilling a love of and appreciation for 
Israel even in a year when we could not physically visit. Our extraordinary 
faculty went above and beyond to support integrated learning in art, science, 
technology, dance, Hebrew, and PE to ensure our love of Israel and pride of 
Jewish identity remain a part of this capstone experience. 

Leaning on our solid Israel core classes, when the tragic unrest erupted in 
Israel in May, our students were better prepared and more informed to 
participate in engaging discussions about the conflict. We all continue to pray 
for Israel’s safety, security, and peace.

Naomi Reem, a 
brilliant strategic 
leader and Jewish 
educator, has spent 
her professional 
life serving the 
Jewish community 

and developing educational frameworks that 
provided life-changing experiences for children 
and their families. She will oversee and support 
Brawerman Elementary School and the Early 
Childhood Center on all of our campuses, in close 
partnership with the Heads of School and be 
responsible for increasing coordination among 
the Schools, the campuses, and with the Temple, 
as the Schools grow and thrive.
Naomi was on sabbatical following an 
impressive 15-year tenure as Head of School 
at Milton Gottesman Jewish Day School of the 
Nation’s Capital, which under her leadership 
transformed from a small community day 
school in Washington, DC, to one of the top 
Jewish and independent schools in North 
America. A move to Los Angeles wasn't 
something she imagined, "But when I read the 
job description and researched the Temple 
Schools, and the LA community, it seemed like a 
real capstone opportunity."

What did you see in the Wilshire Boulevard 
Temple schools that impressed you – and what 
direction do you think you’ll take them?
Each one of the schools provides students with 
an outstanding education, strong values, and 
excellent academic skills – and they nurture 
the whole child. For me, this is the basis of 
a superior school; you can’t just educate the 
brain, but social, emotional, spiritual, and 
physical development. Everything the team 
does comes from a thoughtful place, not just 
because it’s something that has been done or is 
the first plan that came to mind. 
In the 10th and 20th years, schools mature as 
organizations, and new systems need to be 
built. I want to look at the entire operation as 
connected pieces – to join the schools and 
temples in a more seamless system. 
What difference do you think choosing a Jewish 
day school over a secular one makes?
A Jewish school shows students how to ask the 
existential questions we grapple with within a 
Jewish context. It gives our students an identity 
to go into the world comfortable as Jews on 
a soul level. The skills students learn from 
Hebrew and Judaic studies are fully transferable 
to all aspects of their intellectual lives. They 

don’t call us “the people of the book” for  
no reason! 
What do you see as the school’s role in 
addressing antisemitism?
We address this by having our students feel 
comfortable about who they are, having strong 
role models, knowing Jewish history, and seeing 
the value of being Jewish. We strengthen the 
students so when they are faced with the world 
being not as kind, their internal core is not 
threatened by it. 
How has the pandemic shifted things?
How students will interact with each other after 
the pandemic is still to be seen. But we know 
that kids are resilient and they developed true 
grit over the past 18 months. However, the 
social and emotional component of education 
will be more needed than ever. 
What was your favorite subject in school?
Hebrew language and history.
Why do you love the Hebrew language?
Hebrew is a super poetic language. It’s a very 
economical language; it has very few words to 
say a lot of things, and it’s beautiful.

Meet Naomi Reem, Executive Director of Education for Wilshire Boulevard Temple

GRADE 6 GOES TO ISRAEL... VIRTUALLY!
Was our Israel trip different? Yes. Was it the same? In many ways, yes. 
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LIFESTYLE

Glorious Grape Popsicles
Recipe from Super Healthy Kids

• 3 cups of seedless grapes
• A blender
• Popsicle molds

WHAT YOU NEED

• 1 Bottle of wine (preferably Kosher)
• Honey
• 1 Lime
• 1 Bottle of sparkling water (use the 

flavor of your choice.)
• Popsicle mold zip bags

WHAT YOU NEED

1. Rinse your grapes and pull off the stem.
2. Place in your high-powered blender  

and blend until smooth.
3. Pour into popsicle molds.
4. Freeze until hard.
5. Munch on these during Shabbat dinner!

WHAT TO DO

1. Pour wine and 1/2 cup sparkling water 
into a bowl.

2. In a small measuring cup or bowl add 
honey, lime juice, and the rest of the 
sparkling water.

3. Pour at once into a small saucepan over 
medium heat to make simple syrup.

4. Add the simple syrup to the wine 
mixture and stir well.

5. Pour into popsicle molds or bags, 
leaving room for expansion. If you’d 
rather the pops not expand as  
much, use filtered water instead of 
sparkling water.

6. Freeze a minimum of 8-10 hours, or 
until frozen.

7. Enjoy Shabbat!
8. Munch on these during Shabbat dinner!

WHAT TO DO

There are lots of ways to spice up your Shabbat in the summer heat, but one of our favorite ideas is making Shabbat dinner more 
temperature-friendly. Instead of serving wine or grape juice for Kiddush, why not make grape popsicles? This quick and easy 
recipe can be made with or without alcoholic beverages, so it’s perfect for kids or kids at heart. Also, the refreshing take will keep 
you cool in the summer months. 

Make Your Own Kiddush Popsicles!

Wonderful Wine Pops
Recipe from My Crazy Good Life
Makes Four Popsicles

First things first, what does Tu B’Av mean? Tu 
refers to the number 15, and Av is the name of 
the Jewish month. Av has historically been the 
month of destruction and mourning. Earlier in 
the month is Tisha B’Av (ninth day of the month 
of Av), which is the holiday commemorating the 
destruction of the first and second Holy Temples 
in Jerusalem. Tisha B’Av has historically been a 
bad day for Jews, on which we were expelled 
from many countries. 

Just a few days later on Tu’B Av the tides turn. 
Tu’ B Av can be traced back to the grape harvest 
when single women would dress in white and 
dance in the light of the full moon in vineyards to 
signal their status as being eligible for marriage. 
It’s been written that Tu B’Av was one of the 
only times a year that the 12 tribes of Israel 
would intermingle, making Tu B’Av the ultimate 
matchmaking dance party!

5 Ways to Celebrate Tu B’Av, the Jewish Day of Love
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A YEAR OF QUARANTINE IN NUMBERS

Prior to the merger, members of the 
University family also had a meaningful 
year in quarantine. They stayed true to their 
commitment to Tikkun Olam and community 
building. Because of the congregation:

Despite the pandemic, our schools 
kept their high standards of education 
while keeping students and staff safe. 
At Brawerman Elementary School, staff 
worked tirelessly to get:

We’re finally in the homestretch of our challenging time in quarantine. Even though we weren’t able to see each 
other in person, our temple community is as close and active as ever. During the limitations of COVID-19 Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple managed to hold over:

New Student 
Applications181

Postcards were written to out-of-state 
communities of color in a nonpartisan 
voter engagement campaign300 Graduates43

New Instagram 
Followers3,523

Virtual B'nei 
Mitzvah74

Streamed 
Shabbats124

Sunday dinners were hosted for patrons 
of a Safe Parking site in West LA8 Students Back  

on Campus350

High Holy Day Visits 
to Member Website19,122
Videos 
Posted875
Virtual Education 
Series16

Viewing 
Hours9,700
New YouTube 
Subscribers641

Video 
Views106,918

Congregant households were 
contacted in a nonpartisan "100% 
voting congregation" campaign336

Today, Tu B’Av is making a comeback in Israel, where it’s celebrated as 
a modern Jewish Valentine’s Day with ancient roots. This holiday is an 
opportunity to celebrate love and its diverse expressions today. Here are a 
few ideas of ways to commemorate  and celebrate!

1. Go dancing with friends and wear all white. Dance in the light of the 
moon if possible.

2. Watch a romantic movie with Jewish themes and characters. 
Some options include: When Harry Met Sally, Indignation, Funny Girl, 
Disobedience, Dirty Dancing, and Keeping The Faith.

3. If you’re having a date night at home, whip up recipes like berry 
labneh, latkes, or brisket. Something Jewish and romantic! Molly 
Yeh and Joan Nathan are a married couple of Jewish chefs who have 
wonderful Jewish-themed recipes.

4. Go on a date to the Jewish museum! The Skirball Cultural Center is 
now open to visitors with advance reservations. Their current exhibit,  
Ai Weiwei: Trace features fascinating art created in 2014, when the 
famed contemporary artist was under house arrest. The monumental 
display portrays activists, prisoners of conscience, and advocates of 
free speech from around the world. They also offer a family experience 
called Noah’s Outdoor Explorers which entails a self-guided nature 
walk, where visitors get to know diverse plant life, contribute to a 
community art project, and hear a timeless flood story told by a Noah’s 
Ark educator.

5. Go on a date night with your love. Some Tu B’Av-specific ideas include: 
A moonlit stroll, visiting a wine bar (to celebrate the grape harvest, of 
course), going out dancing–or have your own little dance party  
at home.
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B’NEI MITZVAH

JASON LEWIN   
April 5, 2021 

Jason is a graduate of Brawerman 
Elementary School West at Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple.

Jason is the son of Sharon and Darren 
Lewin; the grandson of Zahava and Shimon Shapira; Doreen 
and Leon Lewin. 

Family Welcomers: Jared and Justin Lewin.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? The timeless idea of 
tikkun olam to me means to help improve the world by 
standing up for what I believe in, being proud to be Jewish, 
and trying to fully embrace my Judaism in my everyday life.  

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? Through acts of 
kindness, continuing my Jewish education, connecting with 
my community, celebrating Jewish holidays, visiting Israel, 
and volunteering with Holocaust survivors, I will continue to 
do my best to fulfill my responsibilities and mitzvot.

BRANDON ABRAHAMS   
April 10, 2021

Brandon is the son of Stacey and Keith 
Abrahams; the grandson of Sheila and 
Robert Snukal; the late Pauline and 
Joseph Abrahams.

Family Welcomers: Jared and Zachary Abrahams

What does tikkun olam mean to you? To always be the best 
person you can be, and treat others with kindness and 
respect always.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? After my bar 
mitzvah, I will continue to seek out ways to be involved and 
contribute to my community. 

ESTHER GOLDMAN   
April 10, 2021

Esther is a graduate of Brawerman 
Elementary School West at Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple.

Esther is the daughter of Sarah 
Rettinger and Jonathan Goldman; the granddaughter of 
Sherry and Herb Rettinger; Greer and Jerry Goldman. 

Family Welcomer: Mira Goldman, sister. 

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Tikkun olam is accepting 
that the world is not perfect and might not ever be, but we 
should do what we can to make the world a better place.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I am committed to 
fighting against menstrual injustice.

MATEO JEROME LANGER    
April 10, 2021

Mateo is a graduate of Brawerman 
Elementary School East at Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple.

Mateo is the son of Ariel Dana 
McNichol and Maximo Langer.

Family Welcomer: Felix Langer.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? It means that we have 
to treat everyone the way we want to be treated. If you were 
feeling down in the dumps, you would know that others will 
come to help you because you have helped others or would if 
you were able to. It’s about showing gratitude and loving care 
for everyone, no matter what. Justice is born in compassion.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I plan to volunteer 
every time I have the chance to, and if I am still a member 
of Wilshire Boulevard Temple or another temple, I will 
volunteer for every large help event. I also plan to be a good 
mentor and educate my children on people’s rights, and how 
to protect the environment. 

JACOB MILLER   
April 10, 2021

Jacob is a graduate of Brawerman 
Elementary School West at Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple.

Jacob is the son of Karen Lazar and 
Michael Miller; the grandson of Arlene and Marvin Lazar; the 
late Rose and Irving Miller. 

What does tikkun olam mean to you? For my Tikkum Olam 
Project, I got to see different places around Los Angeles and 
how people live through Wilshire Blvd Temple  
Helps program. 

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I would like to 
continue to feed people who need food and donate clothing 
as needed, too. 

JOSHUA NASSERI   
April 10, 2021

Joshua is a graduate of Brawerman 
Elementary School East at Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple.

Joshua is the son of Sean and Sandy 
Nasseri; the grandson of Dr. and Mrs. Parviz Nasseri; Mr. and 
Mrs. Jalenus Khorsandi.

Family Welcomer: Elijah Nasseri, brother.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? My ability and turn to 
give back and create a positive change in the world.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? Currently, I 
volunteer when I can at the Book Foundation, and I want to 
participate at the HoneyBee Conservancy and help save the 
bees and sponsor a hive.

SARA POLSTER   
April 10, 2021

Sara is the daughter of Steven Polster 
and Anna Farinato; the granddaughter 
of Dr. L. Robert and Marsha Polster; 
Giuseppe and Serafina Farinato.

Family Welcomer: Matteo Polster.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Making other people 
happy so they can have a good life.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I commit to 
helping the homeless.

COLE ANDERSON RICHTER   
April 17, 2021

Cole is the son of Raquel and Austin 
Richter; the grandson of Renée and 
David Suchowiecky; Linda Richter and 

Brian Nunneley; Fran and  Jeffrey Richter. 

Family Welcomers: Mateo and Eden Richter, siblings.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Tikkun olam means 
taking a look at both our ancestors and our mistakes and 
finding a way to reverse them. Then we can give back the 
beauty of the earth that we took from it.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I commit to 
donating to organizations that uphold ideas that I believe 
in. Some of these organizations include JNF, Habitat for 
Humanity, and Heal the Bay. I will also help raise awareness 
about climate change. I will eliminate the use of as much 
plastic as possible in my daily life. I will also try to walk or 
bike instead of riding in a car.

ADDISON CARSON 
April 24, 2021

Addison is the daughter of 
Stephanie and Jonathan Carson; the 
granddaughter of Connie and Don 
Berg; Nancy Carson and the late Irwin 
Carson; Arthur Lasin. 

Family Welcomers: Avi and Adler Carson. 

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Tikkun olam means doing 
my part to make the world a better place and to help educate 
and spread awareness about people in need. For my Mitzvah 
Project, I partnered with Remember Us, an organization that 
pairs bar/bat mitzvah students with a Holocaust survivor to 
remember their siblings who died in the Holocaust before 
becoming a bar/bat mitzvah. I was paired with Ella Mandel, 
and I remembered and honored Ella’s two sisters, Zosia 
and Lola. Last year, I hosted an event for Ella and invited 
my friends to come and hear her story. Partnering with Ella 
to help educate other children about the Holocaust was 
important to me because it helps make sure we never forget, 
and it reminds me how lucky I am to be a bat mitzvah and 
how grateful I am for my freedom.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I want to continue 
to find ways to help others and give back to my community. I 
look forward to continuing my work with Remember Us and 
my friendship with Ella.

Continued on page 11
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Continued on page 12

ELI CRAMER   
April 24, 2021

Eli is the son of Julie and Steve Cramer; 
the grandson of Joe Barraco and the 
late Dianne Barraco; Joan Cramer and 
the late Roger Cramer.

Family Welcomers: Jack and Henry Cramer.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Tikkun olam means 
thinking about not only helping yourself or your immediate 
friends and family but thinking about what you can do 
to bring good to the larger society. This year, I have been 
making blankets for the homeless. 

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I commit to always 
asking myself what I can do to make the world a better place, 
or what I can do to help someone else each day. Sometimes, 
I might be able to do a big thing for someone else and 
sometimes it might be small. I won’t forget to be grateful and 
find ways to help.

SASHA LURIE   
April 24, 2021

Sasha is a graduate of Brawerman 
Elementary School West at Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple.

Sasha is the daughter of Stacey and 
Barak Lurie; the granddaughter of Sandra Peters and the late 
Melvin Peters; Tamar and Ranan Lurie.

Family Welcomers: Maxwell and Alexander Lurie. 

What does tikkun olam mean to you? To me, tikkun olam 
means taking care of the people around me and doing good 
in the world.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I am going 
to donate and raise money for the Wounded Warriors 
Organization. Veterans give so much to us and risk their lives. 
We need to show them that we appreciate their service and 
that we are there for them.

CHLOE MILLION
April 24, 2021

Chloe is the daughter of Laura and 
Mike Million; the granddaughter of 
Joan and Tom Dine; June and  
Phil Million.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Tikkun olam means fixing 
problems in our world and making it a better place.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I commit to 
helping people in need and fighting for what’s right. 

LEXI GELBARD
May 1, 2021

Lexi is a graduate of Brawerman 
Elementary School West at Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple.

Lexi is the daughter of Carol and  
Kevin Gelbard.

Family Welcomer: Jackson Gelbard.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? The meaning of 
tikkun olam to me is to be grateful for what I have and use 
my privilege to help others. For my Mitzvah Project, I am 
honored to have the opportunity to help kids at Vista Del Mar 
obtain art supplies to use in their virtual therapy sessions.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I am committed 
to staying true to who I am and to my Jewish values, and to 
continue to help others throughout my life.

JARON PARIS
May 1, 2021

Jaron is the son of Josh and Lisa Paris; 
the grandson of Masha Fleissig; the 
late Johannes Fleissig; Gayle Paris; 
Michael Paris.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Doing something 
good for others for no reward, and being a kind and socially 
aware individual.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? My Mitzvah Project 
was to collect books for kids in the foster system. This is 
something that I will continue to do after my bar mitzvah. I 
will also perform mitzvot whenever I can.

MADELEINE BEAUBAIRE
May 8, 2021

Madeleine is the daughter of Lisa and 
David Beaubaire; the granddaughter 
of Susan Bass Levin and Benjamin 
Levin; Joan Beaubaire and the late 
Robert Beaubaire.

Family Welcomers: Will and Charlie Beaubaire, brothers.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Tikkun olam is about 
being kind, thoughtful, and helping those in need.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I commit to give 
back to my community, help those less fortunate, and care 
for the environment. I will continue to learn from others and 
seek out new ways to make the world a better place. 

ELI SANTAELLA   
May 8, 2021

Eli is the son of Alain and Bita 
Santaella; the grandson of Nathan and 
Malihe Ahdoot; the late Luis Santaella 
and Suzanne Chartrand.

Family Welcomers: Benjamin Santaella, Lia Santaella, Bobby 
Ahdoot, and David and Megan Ahdoot. 

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Tikkun olam is more than 
just a sequence of words, or a phrase. Tikkun olam is the act 
of making the world a better place. Thinking, even though 
this may be out of my way, and may not affect me as much, 
it will be impactful for other people in the near or far future. 
Tikkun olam is giving back to the world, and improving it to 
continue this worldwide tradition of living on this planet. 
Tikkun olam doesn’t have to be something big, because 
everything counts, even the small things.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I will focus on the 
small things, and making other people excited, happy, and 
inspired. I will focus on giving support, and foundations for 
others to thrive on, while continuing to push in my own way, 
to do something big.

LUCY FALCIONE   
May 15, 2021

Lucy is the daughter of Andrea 
Feldman Falcione and Gregory 
Falcione; the granddaughter of Linda 
Feldman; Robert Feldman; Mary Ellen 
and the late Alfred Falcione.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Tikkun olam means that 
you should give people the benefit of the doubt and help 
others in need. Before the pandemic, I enjoyed volunteering 
at the Karsh Family Social Service Center, distributing bags of 
food to members of the community. 

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I plan on 
continuing to volunteer at the Karsh Center, as well as 
donating what I can to good causes that help the homeless 
with their daily needs.

ROCCO FALCIONE   
May 15, 2021

Rocco is the son of Andrea Feldman 
Falcione and Gregory Falcione; the 
grandson of Linda Feldman; Robert 
Feldman; Mary Ellen and the late 
Alfred Falcione.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? To me, tikkun olam 
means trying your best to help other people if they are in 
need of help.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I plan on 
volunteering at shelters for animals and shelters for the 
homeless. Helping both with their daily needs and making 
them aware that there are people who care about them.

HANNAH LIBERMAN
May 15, 2021

Hannah is the daughter of Jessica and 
Greg Liberman; the granddaughter 
of Hope and Bruce Keswick; Patricia 
Liberman; Kathy and Keith Liberman.

Family Welcomer: Max Liberman.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? To make the world a 
better place, you have to take action and help out. For my 
Mitzvah Project, I participated in the Tour de Summer Camp 
fundraiser to raise money for scholarships to Jewish summer 
camps. Attending Camp Hess Kramer has enriched my life, 
and I want every kid to be able to experience that, regardless 
of their financial situation.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I will continue 
to participate in camp fundraisers and other community 
activities that are meaningful to me.

B’NEI MITZVAH  (continued)
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KAYLA RING   
May 15, 2021

Kayla is the daughter of Carrie and 
David Ring; the granddaughter of the 
late Helaine and the late Dr. Michael 
Weiss; Millie and Marvin Ring. 

Family Welcomer: Dillon Ring. 

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Tikkun olam means 
contributing my time and commitment to my community by 
helping others through the skills that make me who I am. 

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I intend to commit 
to making sure I don’t take anything for granted, and to 
always treat people with kindness and compassion. 

LEO GREGORY SHERMAN   
May 15, 2021

Leo is a graduate of Brawerman 
Elementary School West at Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple.

Leo is the son of Sima and Peter 
Sherman; the grandson of Alexander Kostovetsky and the 
late Saryana Lebedev; Dr. Oscar and Charlotte Sherman.

Family Welcomers: Madeline Sherman and Simon Blekhman.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Tikkun olam for me 
means to better the world by respecting and caring for both 
people and animals. It also means protecting our beautiful 
planet, which many of us take for granted.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I want to dedicate 
my time to organizations such as the Ocean Recovery Alliance 
that works to reduce the amount of plastic that goes into our 
ocean and to healing it. 

ZOE TEMKIN   
May 15, 2021

Zoe is the daughter of Yana and Bradley 
Temkin; the granddaughter of the late 
Suzie Temkin and Marshall Temkin; 
Milla Polur and Boris Eyzerovich.

Family Welcomer: Max Temkin. 

What does tikkun olam mean to you? I am very grateful for all 
of the opportunity and privilege in my life. I think that part of 
tikkun olam is recognizing that not everyone has those. It’s my 
responsibility to help others through tzedakah and mitzvot.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I would love 
to be a teacher or mentor to younger children. I’m very 
passionate about writing stories and music, and it would 
be amazing to pass that love to future generations. I also 
love working with younger children (and most of the time, 
the feeling is mutual!).

RILEY FRIEDMAN   
May 22, 2021

Riley is the daughter of Tena and 
Matthew Friedman; the granddaughter 
of Susan and Jeffrey Friedman; the 
late Trudy and Arnold Rouss; and the 

great-granddaughter of Bobette and Lowell Friedman.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? It means using my 
Jewish values and beliefs to help others and positively impact 
the community.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I will be committed 
to continuing my volunteering efforts for meaningful causes 
such as the Jewish Home, while doing my best to play a role 
in making the world a better place.

SYDNEY LITT   
May 22, 2021

Sydney is the daughter of Tana and 
Stefan Litt; the granddaughter of 
Sandra Litt and the late Stephen Litt; 
Devra and Clive Mervis.

Family Welcomer: Morgan Litt.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? When translated into 
English, tikkun olam means “repairing the world.” While that 
phrase is open to interpretation, to me, it means to make 
things better—ourselves, our community, our city, our state, 
our country, and even the world. It is doing good, standing 
up for what is right and just, and giving to others.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I would like to do 
charity work related to the homeless. While I am fortunate to 
have a home, many people are not so lucky. Everyone should 
be able to have a place to live or receive assistance until they 
get back on their feet. I would like to do my part to make this 
happen for others.

SOPHIA SCHUMAN    
May 22, 2021

Sophia is the daughter of Chana and 
Justin Schuman; the granddaughter 
of Olga and Sal Taft; Paula Ruby and 
David Schuman.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? To make the world a 
better place and making everyone around me feel special.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I commit to always 
try to be kind to everyone and stand up for what’s right. I will 
continue to take care of children, the elderly, and animals.

ELLA SHAFER   
May 22, 2021

Ella is a graduate of Brawerman 
Elementary School West at Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple.

Ella is the daughter of Galite and David 
Shafer; the granddaughter of Amalia and Howard Reisman; 
the late Joyce and the late Leonard Shafer.

Family Welcomers: Benji and Marlo Shafer.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? To me, tikkun olam 
means showing kindness and being respectful of other 
people, and donating your time to helping them when they 
are in need. 

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I will continue  
to volunteer at the Friendship Circle, which benefits kids  
who have differences to make new friends and create 
friendly relationships.

COURTNEY SHUMAN   
May 22, 2021

Courtney is the daughter of David and 
Tristen Shuman and Jody Shuman; the 
granddaughter of Alan Shuman and 
the late Susan Shuman; Dr. and  
Mrs. Robert and Cynthia Rose; Dr. and 

Mrs. Irving and Judy Cyril.

Family Welcomers: Jeremy Shuman and Nicholas, Jacob, and 
Charlotte Walker. 

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Tikkun olam means 
repairing the world, which to me means doing whatever I 
can every day to make the world a better place and to help 
people. In my Torah portion, the Nazirites had to make a 
promise to themselves to not cut their hair, to not drink wine, 
and to not come in contact with the deceased. For the last 
year and a half I have not cut my hair, and I plan to donate 
my hair to Wigs for Kids, which has been providing hair-
replacement systems for children who have lost their hair 
due to chemotherapy, radiation, alopecia, or other medical 
issues at no cost to families for over 30 years.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat mitzvah 
to make the world a better place? I commit to being an 
up-stander, not a bystander. I commit to recycling and taking 
care of the environment. I commit to helping people who are 
suffering, to taking care of animals, to protecting those who 
are less fortunate, and to being a social justice advocate.

ZACH BERMAN   
May 29, 2021

Zach is a student at Brawerman 
Elementary School West at Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple.

Zach is the son of Alexandra and 
Michael Berman; the grandson of Janice and Andrew Hill; 
Anna and the late Lawrence Berman.

Family Welcomer: Isabel Berman. 

What does tikkun olam mean to you? To me, tikkun olam 
means helping the world become a more equal place and 
creating a fairer and more equal society.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I can care for 
the people that need help in my community, and serve my 
community how I would want my community to serve me.

ROBIN CHORNA    
May 29, 2021

Robin is the daughter of Gail Chorna; 
the granddaughter of Stephen and 
Lisa Chorna.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Tikkun olam means 
giving back to your community and helping others in need. 

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? After I become a 
bat mitzvah I would like to help my community by assisting 
others to learn about what it means to be a Jew. I would also 
like to work toward achieving animal rights and freedom 

B’NEI MITZVAH  (continued)



13

VIVIENNE GERSON   
May 29, 2021

Vivienne is the daughter of Seth and 
Laura Gerson; the granddaughter of 
Dr. Ronald Gerson and Darriel Gerson; 
the late Lt. Col. Larry Nix and Alice Nix.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? To set an example, lead 
a good life, and repair the world. 

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I commit to 
continue to be kind, to think of the feelings of others around 
me, to do what I can to implement positive change and set 
an example for others.

EMILY ROSS   
June 5, 2021

Emily is the daughter of Cyndi 
Sarnoff-Ross and Michael Ross; the 
granddaughter of Janyce and Thomas 
Sarnoff; Deborah and Richard Polonsky.

Family Welcomer: Abigail Ross.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Tikkun olam means 
giving back the kindness that you were once given, out of the 
kindness that’s in your heart. 

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I plan to volunteer 
at a homeless shelter. I have enjoyed participating in the 
Friends at Home program at the Friendship Circle, and I 
intend to continue to help bring smiles to those who are less 
fortunate than I am.

NOAH SOLOMON   
June 5, 2021

Noah is the son of Nikki and the 
late Barry Solomon; the grandson of 
Valerie and Patrick Collins; Linda and 
Stephan Tow; Joyce and the late  
Larry Solomon.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Tikkun olam for me 
means how I, a 12-year-old, can make the world a better 
place without expecting anything in return from others. I had 
the pleasure, along with my mom, to create a book drive 
for five years, where many families we knew donated over 
10,000 gently used and new books for children through 
Access Books, a nonprofit here in Los Angeles.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I have watched my 
family give back to the community, and they have been role 
models for me. My own commitment is to continue to give 
back whenever I can.

MORGAN BALLARD   
June 12, 2021

Morgan is a graduate of of Brawerman 
Elementary School West at Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple.

Morgan is the daughter of Brad and 
Barbara Ballard; the granddaughter of David and Anne 
Ruderman; Richard Ballard and the late Willa Ballard.

Family Welcomer: Max Ballard. 

What does tikkun olam mean to you? To me, tikkun olam 
means making the world a better place. Whether that means 
making a ton of bags filled with food and clothes for the 
homeless, or just simply picking up a piece of trash off the 
floor. Both of these will make a big difference in our world.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I will commit to 
give any homeless person I see some food or some money. 
I think by doing this, I will help the community by making 
someone happy. 

AMIEL DOUSTAN    
June 12, 2021

Amiel is the son of Rosaline Doustan; 
the grandson of the late Sarah and 
Moshe Doustan. 

Family Welcomer: Fariba Kobi.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? To make the world a 
better and safer place.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? To help people in 
need and to visit unwell people as much as possible.

JACOB ESSEY
June 12, 2021

Jacob is a graduate of Brawerman 
Elementary School East at Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple. 

Jacob is the son of David and Choiwan 
Essey; the grandson of the late Doris 

Essey Margolis and Burnett Essey; the late Cuong Chu Hin 
and Kim Mui Luc.

Family Welcomer: Nathan Essey.

ELLIOT COPEN    
June 19, 2021

Elliot is a graduate of of Brawerman 
Elementary School West at Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple.

Elliot is the son of Naghmeh Makhani 
and Dr. Stephen Copen; the grandson of the late Monireh 
Perleschi and Sion Makhani; Phyllis and the late  
Dr. William Copen.

Family Welcomer: Samuel Copen.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Tikkun olam means 
helping others whenever you can. I try to do a good turn 
daily, as the Boy Scout motto says. Feeding homeless at the 
OPCC made me feel happy.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? As a Boy Scout, 
I am committed to continue doing a good deed daily. I will 
continue helping other scouts with their Eagle Scout projects 
till I become an Eagle Scout myself. I am looking forward to 
continuing helping at OPCC.

BALTHAZAR HOCHBERG   
June 19, 2021

Balthazar is the son of Meredith 
Gordon-Hochberg and Justin 
Hochberg; the grandson of Joan and 
Neil Gordon; Thayer and Ed Hochberg. 

Family Welcomer: Margaux Hochberg. 

What does tikkun olam mean to you? To me, tikkun olam 
means helping all races and accepting everyone. It means 
helping with global warming and not just thinking of yourself, 
but rather thinking of doing good to help future generations.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I commit to using 
my voice to raise awareness about social issues, and to do 
my part in society to be a good human being.

JAKE KAPLAN   
June 19, 2021

Jake is the son of Alison and Jason 
Kaplan; the grandson of Joan and  
Dr. Kenneth Cohn; Wendy Graf and 
Jerry Kaplan.

Family Welcomer: Jordan Kaplan. 

What does tikkun olam mean to you? It means I will always 
give back and help people in need. I will honor people who 
are struggling by finding ways to support them.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I will organize 
food drives for those with food insecurity in our community. 
I would also like to contribute to No Kid Hungry and Sova 
Food Pantry.

ALEX BIREN   
June 26, 2021

Alex is the son of Cary and Jill Biren; the 
grandson of Renee Biren Sedway and 
the late Robert Sedway; Matt Biren and 
Dee Dee Biren; Katie Whitman and the 

late Robert Whitman.

Family Welcomer: Luc Biren.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Tikkun olam means giving 
back to the community to make a difference. I have learned 
that I can make a difference by showing empathy for others 
in need. 

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar 
mitzvah to make the world a better place? I am involved as 
a buddy with the West Hills Baseball Champions program. 
I learned about the program while I was playing baseball. 
The program makes it possible for boys and girls, regardless 
of ability or special needs, to play baseball with the aid of 
their buddy. Working as a buddy and helping other kids is 
very rewarding. I am grateful that I can help other children 
play baseball and enable them to be a part of a team. I look 
forward to devoting time to this organization and continuing 
to find ways to help children with special needs. 

B’NEI MITZVAH  (continued)

Continued on page 14



14

B’NEI MITZVAH  (continued)

LAYLA NEGRIN   
June 26, 2021

Layla is a graduate of of Brawerman Elementary School West at 
Wilshire Boulevard Temple. 

Layla is the daughter of Matthew and Carolyn Negrin; the granddaughter 
of Judy and Steve Shapiro; Marsha Negrin and the late Theodore Negrin.

Family Welcomer: Tobin Negrin.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? To me, tikkun olam means taking individual responsibility 
for your actions and being kind and understanding while listening to other people in order to 
make the world a better place.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bat mitzvah to make the world a 
better place? I will become active in StandWithUs to fight anti-Semitism, stand up to 
misinformation, and educate people about Israel.

ANDREW TARICA   
July 3, 2021

Andrew is the son of Drs. Diane and Mark Tarica; the grandson of 
Samuel and Michiyo Yoshinobu; the late Morris and Regina Tarica.

Family Welcomer: Matthew Tarica.

What does tikkun olam mean to you? Doing the right thing by helping 
others, with the hope that it will make the world a better place.

What do you commit to doing after you become a bar mitzvah to make the world a better 
place? I hope to continue to volunteer at the food pantry and to help where help is needed.

ABOUT GENSPACE   GenSpace is a fresh, age-inclusive community space 
that offers wellness, connection, and life-learning through innovative 
programs, partnerships, and a new national dialogue.

Located on the third level of the new 
Audrey Irmas Pavilion, GenSpace 
is modern and age-friendly with 
green spaces and a diversity 
of programming and services. 
Programming – which begins this 
summer through virtual classes and events, followed by in-person offerings 
in Fall 2021 – will include horticultural therapy, a tech bar and lending 
library for electronics, yoga and other physical activities, healthy cooking 
classes, mindfulness, storytelling, art, and more.

This summer, GenSpace will offer GenChats, a program which pairs older 
adults with young people for conversations through a virtual platform, 
telephone, or letter writing in English or Spanish. 

THE INSPIRATION   Wallis Annenberg, Chairman, 
President, and CEO of the Annenberg Foundation 
and the Wallis Annenberg Legacy Foundation, is 
a visionary who uses philanthropy as a powerful 
instrument to improve the well-being of people and 

communities, not only by addressing vexing societal problems, but also by 
creating new pathways to fulfillment, excellence, and empowerment. As 
she has said, “I’ve tried to focus not just on giving, but on innovating.”

Since assuming chairmanship of the Annenberg Foundation in 2009, 
Wallis’ robust philanthropy has awarded more than $2 billion and 
impacted more than 2,700 nonprofits and other organizations. 

In the last few years, Wallis noticed that there was a lack of truly vibrant 
spaces where seniors could access services and programs they want and 
need. The spaces designed for older adults that Wallis visited were dark 
and often dingy, and lacked accessibility, creativity, and all the amenities 
older adults need. American culture doesn’t often promote the idea that 
older people should be a valued, vital part of the community. Wallis’ vision 

was for a beautiful, modern space that featured cutting-edge programming 
that centered on older adult desires and kept them  
fully engaged.  

THE VISION: CHANGING THE CONVERSATION AROUND  
AGING IN AMERICA
As Wallis has said, growing old isn’t the punishment for being alive. Older 
adults should not be just a statistic, headline, nor an afterthought. We must 
tackle social isolation and challenge stereotypes that older people are frail, 
incompetent, uncompromising, and unwilling to try new things. Instead, 
older people should be valued as the very embodiment of the strength, 
wisdom, and spirit of society. 

GenSpace, through its Leadership Initiative, will host convenings and 
conversations on longevity and how we can change outdated narratives 
and images.

THE GENSPACE TEAM   The GenSpace team is dedicated to carrying out 
this vision and in December 2020 hired Dr. Jennifer Wong to serve as 
Director of Wallis Annenberg GenSpace. Dr. Wong, along with Program 
Manager Raymond Diaz, Human Resources 
and Volunteer Coordinator Michela Ruiz, 
and Senior Managers, Ronda  Shropshire 
and Jason Tosatto, will be on the front lines 
bringing Wallis’ vision to life.

VOLUNTEERING   Of course, Wallis and the staff here at GenSpace can’t do 
it alone. So GenSpace has started to create unique opportunities for both 
older adults and younger volunteers to get involved. GenSpace’s volunteer 
program provides fulfilling opportunities to give back and help forge a new 
narrative in our society about what it really means to grow older.

VISIT US   Wallis Annenberg GenSpace will open to the public this 
September and is located on the third floor of the Audrey Irmas Pavilion. 
We are so excited to welcome you and can’t wait to see you at GenSpace!

For more information visit  
info@annenberggenspace.org  
or call 424-407-4023. 

Welcome to GenSpace Wallis Annenberg and the Annenberg Foundation are thrilled to soon welcome Wilshire Boulevard 
Temple members to our newest innovative community space, the Wallis Annenberg GenSpace! 



AUDREY IRMAS PAVILION

The mitzvah of mezuzah is over twenty-five hundred years old and one of the most beloved 
and commonly practiced rituals of the Jewish people. A small piece of parchment called a claf, 
inscribed by an authentic scribe with the sacred words of the Sh'ma and V’ahavta, is placed 
in a small case and affixed to the right side of the doorposts of our homes and synagogues. Its 
purpose, according to the Torah, is remind us to love God and follow God’s commandments, but 
the mezuzah has come to mean so much more than that.

When we see a mezuzah, we understand that Jews live here, pray here, and signals to all 
who enter that a sense of Jewish identity and a commitment to Jewish values exists here. The 
mezuzah declares that this a holy place where love, kindness, and compassion are practiced, 
where Jewish education is prized, and where Jewish traditions are cherished. As we pass 
through our doorways, the mezuzah is a symbol of something other than ourselves – a watchful 
eye, inspiring our daily lives, reminding us to bring spirituality and goodness into the world. And 
according to the Kabbalists, the mezuzah protects the souls of the Jewish people and some say 
even spare us from physical harm. 

Is it any wonder that so many people touch the mezuzah and then kiss their hand as they pass 
by? While no one is quite sure how this custom began, there are many beautiful explanations. 
When we place our hand upon the mezuzah, we encounter the unity of God and feel the presence 
of the Divine. Touching the mezuzah connects us to the Sh'ma and the oneness we feel with all 
Jews. In touching the mezuzah, we remember to take God along with us, wherever we go. 

Putting up a mezuzah is not just a mitzvah, it’s a blessing. It inspires us, teaches us and enriches 
us. And it tells us and the world who we are.

   Rabbi Susan Nanus

THE POWER OF THE MEZUZAH

For more information on how to donate a mezuzah and receive one 
for your home, please contact Jamie Geller at jgeller@wbtla.org.

“And you shall inscribe them on the doorposts 
of your house and upon your gates.” 

(Deuteronomy 6:9)

Shin letters are water jet cut out from 
2mm aluminium sheet.

Aluminium foam is first cut into the S, M, L 
dimensions and placed in casting boxes.

They go through a 2-step overcasting 
process in colour-tinted polyester resin to 
ensure all surfaces of the aluminium foam 
is infused, forming a composite material.

Colours for the resin are first mixed in big 
batches to ensure consistency.

The first casting step (for the bottom 
surface of the mezuzah) takes half a day 
to cure, and pieces have to be weighed 
down on the resin in the casting box to 
keep them from floating.

The shin letter is attached to the 
aluminium foam and the second 
overcasting is poured, and this cast takes 
around 24 hours to set properly.

Bubbles form in the chemical process 
when the resin cures, and the casts  
need to be monitored to ensure the 
bubbles are removed, or escaped to  
the surface.

Excess cured resin offset from the 
aluminium foam is cut, sanded, and milled 
away, resulting in the final dimension of 
the mezuzah.

The pocket and slot at the back of the 
mezuzah for the klaf and attachment 
bracket is then milled into the piece.

All surfaces are finished on wet and dry 
sandpaper to satin-matte.

Aluminium brackets that will be cnc milled 
are then attached to the back.

Designed by Pritzker Prize-winning architect Rem Koolhaas, 
our mezuzot are made with the following technique:

How our mezuzah is made video link: 
https://youtu.be/iL4iQemekTo

Never before has a 
Pritzker Prize-winner 
designed a mezuzah. 
Only ninety-nine are 
being made for the 
Audrey Irmas Pavilion 
and ninety-nine for 
Wilshire Boulevard 
Temple members. This 
mezuzah is a historic, 
rare, and valuable 
family heirloom. 15

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iL4iQemekTo
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TRIBUTES 

ANNE AND NATHAN SPILBERG ANNUAL 
LECTURE ON JEWISH LIFE FUND
In Loving Memory of:
Boris Porter by Jack and Myra Porter
Ida Sosnow by Susan and Bruce Levin
Nathan Spilberg by Susan and Bruce Levin
 by Brandon and Claudia Levin

ANNE AND SAM BERNSTEIN 
CHILDREN’S LIBRARY FUND
Stephen and Lisa Chorna

In Loving Memory of:
Donald Bernstein by Karen and David Leichenger
David Chorna by Stephen and Lisa Chorna
Belle Gordon by Stephen and Lisa Chorna
Margery Gould by Stephen and Lisa Chorna
Audrey Gronski by Stephen and Lisa Chorna

RABBI EDGAR F. MAGNIN FUND
Robert Miller

In Loving Memory of:
Anne Netreba Brock by Janice and Dan Wallace
Paul Brock by Janice and Dan Wallace
Rebecca Miller Engel by Robert Miller
Len Foreman by Janice and Dan Wallace
Janice Gerry by Arthur and Diane Gerry
Edgar Phillips by Shirley Phillips
Frank Schiller by The Schiller Family
Myrtle Sugarman by Lynn Weisman
Helayne and Craig White by Corryne Schuster
Ethel Wixen by Janice and Dan Wallace

CLERGY FUND
Zoya and Efim Rudin
Helen Smerling

In Honor of:
The elderly during Passover by Alana and Kevin Sands
Rabbi Steve Leder by Martin and Brenda Goldmark
 by Scott Hervey
Cantor Don Gurney by Jeanne Gerson
Rabbi Beau Shapiro for officiating Romy Harari’s Bat-
Mitzvah by Lizzie and Gil Harari
Rabbi Beau Shapiro by Jeanne Gerson

In Loving Memory of:
Lucy Armel by Merle Galindo
Jack Armel by Merle Galindo
Moses Armel by Merle Galindo
Frank Feder by Stanford and Adrienne Rubin
Rabbi Morley Feinstein by Naomi Cahn
Gladys Ginsberg by Bette Feldman
Steven Laurence Grad by Susan Grad
Michiko Nickerson by Donna and Paul Nadel
Madeline Price by Michael Price
Julie Sachse by Edmond Sachse
Edward Schulman by Diane and Richard Friend
Alexander Smerling by Helen Smerling
Etta Tamkin by Curtis and Priscilla Tamkin

PRAYERBOOK DEDICATION AND 
PUBLICATION FUND
In Loving Memory of:
Isaac Abraham Fogelman by Judi and Alan Fogelman
Lillian Ansill Gottlieb by Jill Gottlieb
Rose Grey by Alan and Judi Fogelman
Betty Bemel Night by Allan Night
Rivka Night by Allan Night
Cesia Ullman by Mark Epstein and Laura Ullman Epstein
Estelle Wachs by Linda, Michael, and Sebastian Bell

MUSIC PUBLICATION FUND
Robert and Deborah Kleinman
Marlene and Bruce Larson
Barnet Malin
Richard and Karen Wolfen

In Honor of:
Cantor Don Gurney by Marsha and Fredrick Levin
Cantor Don Gurney for officiating Romy Harari’s Bat-Mitzvah 
by Lizzie and Gil Harari
Pamela Lever by Andrea Orland
Cantor Peicott by Marsha and Fredrick Levin

In Loving Memory of:
Susan Isenberg by Edwin and David Isenberg
Helen Orland by Malcolm and Andi Orland
Paul Orland by Malcolm and Andi Orland
Ed Raskin by Sydnee, Jared, Jordan, and Samantha Breuer
Tom Wallach by Brittany and Jackie Wallach
Robert Yablans by Ruth Yablans
Hannah Zahler by Eileen Seidlin

PULPIT FLOWERS FUND
Berne Rolston

In Loving Memory of:
David Fischer by Edith and Joseph Fischer
Ethel Hoffer by Helene Hoffer Klein
Frank Hoffer by Helene Hoffer Klein
Donald Greenberg by Harold and Becky Greenberg
Moran Kaplan by Edith and Joseph Fischer
Harry Rolston by Berne Rolston
Sally Rolston by Berne Rolston
Dena Fischer Rothenberg by Edith and Joseph Fischer
David Walder by Jordan and Sandra Walder

SHULAMIT KATZ ISRAEL FUND
Steven & Mona Miller

TEMPLE FUND
Cathy Adler
Anvar Afary
Diana Arnold-Grycan
Sarah Barrett and Andrew Barrett-Weiss
Nancy Bell
Cheryl Bloch
Stanley Block
Richard Bock and Helene Rosenzweig
Les Bronte
Edward and Linda Brown
Sydnee and Jared Breuer
Bright Funds Foundation, Arkadly Shapiro
Richard and Jan Burns
Norman Chanes and Ronnie Shapiro
Joyce Clark
Larry Clark and Fielding Edlow
Joyce Clarke
Betty Cohen
Elaine and Earle Cohen
Marvin & Betty Danto Family Foundation, Jennifer Shore
Barbara Dischler
Sandra Disner
Mark and Laura Epstein
Katherine Fenning-Switzer
Esther Feldman
Bobbie Fields
Jessica and Joel Fields
Fernanda and Jonathan Flicker
Russell Frackman
Jason and Carly Friedberg
Gordon Gelfond
Walter and Sharyn Gertz
Michael & Helaine Gesas
Arnold Gilberg and Gloria Lushing
Steven Gilfenbain
Albert Goldstein and Anna Fridman
Beth and Jan Goren
Richard and Tricia Grey
Sylvia Halper
Rita Harris
Salli Harris
Michelle Hawley
Mitchell and Marci Heskel

Jane Hirsch
Richard and Lalana Hirschfield
Erik Holmberg and Ronna Kress
Michael Jacobs
Danielle Jagoda and Ari Goldman
Leonie and Glen Janken
Jeff Jarkow and Debra Zane
Aaron and Blaire Kaplan
Phyllis Kassel
Susan and Gunther Katz
Skip and Joan Kessler
David and Abby Kohl
Ronni and Mike Kopulsky
Joanne Kozberg
Diana Kriegsman
Susan Greenberg-Kunik and Fred Kunik
Marlene and Bruce Larson
Rabbi Steve and Betsy Leder
Francine Lee and Lawrence Lindman
Marlene White Lenard
Gayle Leventhal
Barry Levy
Mark and Ellen Lipson
Michele and Larry Lynch
Stan and Pam Maron
Anita Mason
Sheila Merewitz
Jilla Meshkanian and Vahid Yahid
Bradley and Lisa Mindlin
Richard Miller
Connie and George Nagler
Network for Good
Ebi and Natalie Nikjoo
Ellen and Charles Perliter
Shirley Phillips
Mark Pollack
Richard and Debra Powell
Michael Price
Jon Pynoos and Elyse Salend
Joanne Reisman
Linda and Peter Rhein
Jean Rosenbaum-Katz
Barry and Beth Rosenbloom
Robin Sanders
Mark Savin
Gary and Maskit Schiller
Zachary and Laney Schwartz
Leila Shaffer
Adam and Sarah Sher
Nancy Silberkleit
Joel Simonds
Caren and Erwin Sokol
Gail Spindler
Elaine Sterman
Jeffrey and Dina Tranen
Eugene and Judith Tuch
Hillary Turk
Michael and Estelle Wachs
Janice and Daniel Wallace
Walter Reade Foundation
Merle and Arnie Weiner
Weintraub Family Foundation, Michael and Maria Weintraub
Lynn Williams
Nicholas Zielinski
Murray and Roberta Zucker

In Honor of:
Maddie Beaubaire’s Bat Mitzvah by Laura Merkin
The birth of Ethan Bobb by Laurie and Paul Kelson
Josek and Sara Brzoza by Lisa-Beth Harris
Betty Cohen’s 100th Birthday by Cosetta and Michele Moore
 by Michael Wachs
Ethan and Sloane Kleinman by Jennifer and Cary Kleinman
Rabbi Steve Leder by the Kopulsky Family
 by the Mark E. Pollack Foundation
 by Lynn, Hilary, Adam, and Brian Williams

Diana Leher by Robert Leher
Barnet Malin’s Bar Mitzvah by Alicia and Michael Baumstein
 by Michael Price
Angela Markle by Ellen Pansky and Leland Reicher
Valerie Markle by Ellen Pansky and Leland Reicher
Thelma Marshall by Allan and Judy Africk
Rabbi Susan Nanus by Bruce and Marlene Larson 
Rabbi Joel Nickerson by Michael and Susan Horn
Romi Powell and the Powell Family by Esther and Jack Cohen
Dan and Elly Wolf’s granddaughter  
by Roberta and Murray Zucker

In Loving Memory of:
Anne Abrams by Earle and Elaine Cohen
Norman Abrams by Earle and Elaine Cohen
Marian Berk Allen by Eugene and Judith Tuch
Lawrence Arnold by Jessica Mayerson
Lillian Barbakoff by Shari and Rob Friedman
Martin Barbakoff by Shari and Rob Friedman
Rose Bauman by Samuel and Sylvia Halper
Selma Becker by Jane Hirsch
Luna Ben-Ishai by Nechmad and Anat Ben-Ishai
Craig Berkus by Cindy and Philip Feder
Don Berkus by Cindy and Philip Feder
Ileene Berkus by Cindy and Philip Feder
Donald Bernstein by Shelley and Rick Bayer
 by Lisa Agay Getz and Stan Getz
Rochelle Bernstein by Shari and Rob Friedman
Evelyn Black by Robert Wolf
Larry Blaten by The Kaplan 2006 Trust
Laurence Max Bloch by Cheryl Bloch
David D. Blumenstein by Joan and Warren Kessler
John Breuer by Jared, Sydnee, Jordan, and Samantha Breuer
J. Steve Brodie by Karen Feinstein-Michiels
Morris Brooks by David and Marchell Hilliard
Helen Brownlee by Walter and Sharyn Gertz
Al Cohen by Betty Cohen
Minette Cohen by Earle and Elaine Cohen
Eliot Corday by Joanne Kozberg
Marian Corday by Joanne Kozberg
Jacques D’Arlin by Michele D’Arlin Lynch and Larry Lynch
Kevin Davis by Richard and Debbie Powell
Gerald William Elkins by Diane Kriegsman
Rebecca Miller Engel by Phyllis Kassel
Ann Epstein by Mark Epstein and Laura Ullman Epstein
Frank Feder by Donna and Paul Nadel
Benjamin Fedowitz by Jan and Beth Goren
Marty Feldman by Laurie Okum and Esther Feldman
Annella Feldstein by Carl and Pat Feldstein
Daniela Ortiz-Fiveach by Robert Phelps
Beatrice Fleischer by Sheryl Fleischer
Regina Fleischer by Miriam and Leland Green
Beth Fried by Ricky and Lalana Hirschfield
Mimi Ethel Friedberg by The Friedberg Family Trust, Jason 
and Carly Friedberg
Eugene Galen by Jodi and Doug Galen
Anne Ganzrock by Lawrence Clarck and  
Elizabeth Fielding Edlow
Benjamin Gelfond by Gordon Gelfond
Doug Gerson by Ada Lee Plattus
 by Rae Ellen Valade
Bill Gilbert by Cathy and Mark Louchheim
Harry Gilfenbain by Steven Gilfenbain
Bessie Ginsburg by Robert Wolf
Bertha and William Golant by Rita Harris
Samuel Goren by Jan and Beth Goren
Elizabeth Gottlieb by Judith Douthit
Lawrence Graf by Cathy Graf
Marian Greenberg by David and Abby Kohl
 by Joanie Reisman
 by Esther Silon
Rose Grey by Richard and Tricia Grey
Stanley Grinstein by Ellen and Charles Perliter
Burnell Grossman by Jean Grossman
Samuel Warner Halper by Sylvia Halper
Rose Handelsman by Jeff Jarkow and Debra Zane
Bernard Harris by Salli Harris

We appreciate your generous donations. An $18 minimum donation is required for each acknowledgment card.
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Tibor Heumann by Sylvia and Isaac Paz
Jane Hirsch by David Woodard
 by Susan and Michael Wynn
Ethel Hoffer by Kathi Fenning Switzer
Louis Jacobs by Michael Jacobs
Harold Janken by Glen and Leonie Janken
Nat Janken by Glen and Leonie Janken
Mitchel Jarkow by Jeff Jarkow and Debra Zane
Sandy Jarkow by Jeff Jarkow and Debra Zane
Rose Kadin by Scott and Ana Kadin
Elisabeth Jane Kahane by Elaine Sterman
Edwin Sigmund Kahn by Barbara Kahn
Joan Kaminov by Edward Kaminow
Herbert Klynn by Gail Spindler
Gordon Kopald by Andrea Nelson and Larry Kopald
Evelyn Kozberg by Barbara and Martin Kozberg
Gary Kress by Erik Holmberg and Ronna Kress
Feyga Kustanovich by Donna and Paul Nadel
Jerry Lawrence by The Kaplan 2006 Trust
Adrian Lee by Nancy Silberkleit
Margot Lee by Nancy Silberkleit
Faye Levitt by Bettina O’Mara
Gail Teller Levy by Janis Flax and Bruce Perelman
Lois Jeanne Levy by Cynthia Levy
Sol Liber by Rodney and Carla Liber
Larry Lindman by Francine and Bun Lindman
Sandy Louchheim by Cathy and Mark Louchheim
Timothy Magnin by Gayle Leventhal
Loni Marsten by Randi and Warren Grant
Joseph Mason by Anita Mason
Jerry Mayerson by Michael Mayerson
Sam Mayerson by Stamler Family Charitable Fund
Dorothy Miller by Lisa Agay Getz and Stan Getz
Rosanna Mischel by Pamela and Mark Mischel
Richard Mosk by Sandra Mosk
Lillian Moskowitz by Denise Terenzio
Geraldine Nacht by George and Connie Nagler
Arthur Nadel by Donna and Paul Nadel
Milton Nadoolman by John and Deborah Landis
Darcie Notkin by Shelby Notkin and Teresita Tinajero
Melinda Notkin by Shelby Notkin and Teresita Tinajero
Ida Nowinson by Stephanie and Spencer Schneider
Claire Persky by Bobbie Geller
Francine Peterman by Cathy Adler
 by Elizabeth Carrera
 by Gary and Erica Cohn
 by Russell Frackman  
 and Myrna Morganstern
 by Mark and Marla Gitig
 by Dorit Goldstein
 by Joshua Gurnick
 by Kenneth Hailpern
 by Susie and Gunther Katz
 by the Kopulsky Family
 by Joanne Sanders
 by Mitchell Silberberg Knupp LLP
 by Hillary Turk and Sydney Turk Porter
 by Joanne and Dave Volk
 by Janice and Dan Wallace
Dorothy Phelps by Robert Phelps
Paul Phelps by Robert Phelps
Annette A. Poland by Richard and Debbie Powell
Robert M. Powell by Richard and Debbie Powell
Dennis Price by Michael and Madeline Price
Arno Prinz by Madelyn Prinz
Morton Pullman by Lorin Pullman
Harriet Reade by the Walter Reade Foundation
Anita Repole by Michelle and Stuart Shanus
Ruth Robin by Arnold and Sherri Nelson
Samuel E. Roddy by Jean Rosenbaum-Katz
Mollie Rosenbaum by Jean Rosenbaum-Katz
Sonia Rosenbloom by Barry and Beth Rosenbloom
Ethel Rosenfield by Elaine Sterman
Rose Rosenthal by Jean Grossman
Patti Ross by Gayle Leventhal
Mel Saltzman by Ann, David, and Michael Saltzman

Nazanine Sarrafzadeh by Bob Sarraf and Alejandra Amarilla
Ruth Savin by Mark Savin
Stan Savitz by Alice Vogel
Beth Schapira by Les Bronte
 by Sal Cutrona
Robert Schlossberg by Stanford and Adrienne Rubin
Neenah Schwartz by Salli Harris
Michael Senter by Nancy Senter
Benjamin Max Shapell by Vera and Paul Guerin
Sara Shaw by Joan and Melanie Borinstein
Jack Silberkleit by Nancy Silberkleit
Kenny Singer by Francine Lee and Lawrence Lindman
Raymond Slotkin by Bradley and Lisa Mindlin
Jack Strassman by Sheryl Fleischer
Charles Straus by Dorothy Straus
Stephen Sterman by Elaine Sterman
Olga Stock by the Finci Family Foundation
Linda Tepper by Jeff Jarkow and Debra Zane
Jane Tranen by Jeff and Dina Tranen
Louie Trantalis by Susan and Fred Kunik
Belle Tuch by Eugene and Judith Tuch
Samuel Tuch by Eugene and Judith Tuch
Shirley Tuch by Shelley and Richard Bayer
Susan Tuch by Shelley and Richard Bayer
Minna Tuller by Shirley Phillips
Norman Turtle by Randee and Jon Turtle
Estelle Wachs by Michael Wachs
Julia Weisskopf by Gary and Maskit Schiller
Rose Weisstein by Bradley and Lisa Mindlin
Yale White by Marlene White Lenard
Joyce Wolf by Stanley and Helene Block
Dorothy Wright by the Lorbers
 by Jay and Phyllis Schapira

TIKKUN OLAM SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In Honor of:
Rabbi Elissa Ben Naim by Shiva and Albert Berookhim

In Loving Memory of:
Richard Baer by Amy and Matthew Baer
Baird Campbell Jones by Jeffrey Mandell and Abigail Jones
Jean Campbell Jones by Jeffrey Mandell and Abigail Jones
Edward Mandell by Jeffrey Mandell and Abigail Jones
Wolfee Nadoolman by John and Deborah Landis

CARING COMMUNITY FUND 
In Loving Memory of:
Steve Golin by Vilborg Golin
Sol Laska by Mark Laska
Rose Rosenbluth by Susan and Roy Rosenbluth
Morris Savin by Mark Savin

RABBI HARVEY J. & SYBIL FIELDS 
EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Loving Memory of:
Sanford Kaplan by Jeanne Gerson
Sylvia Salita Krausen by Joan and Steven Moyer
Sarah London by Vera and Steven Mark
Lillian Mark by Vera and Steven Mark
Larry Rosenbloom by Burton and Jill Epstein
Joseph Ross by Helen Stearn-Ross and Jack Ross
Tom Wallach by Dorothy Royce

KLEIN FAMILY FUND FOR MANN FAMILY 
EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
Stuart and Barbara Bloom

ERIKA J. GLAZER EARLY  
CHILDHOOD CENTER
Craig and Katherine Brody
Linda Choe and Harlan Petoyan
Brent and Deborah Ilouian
Eran Pick and Yael Koren
Sandy Phillips
Julia and David Ramin

Jane and Eric Shomof
Nicole and Mark Silver
Misha Starr and Elliot Nayssan
Daniel and Rachel Zar

In Honor of:
Shokrollah Bina by Pedram and Nancy Bina
Carol Bovill by Jacqueline and Adam Winnick
Phyllis Schapira’s Bat Mitzvah by Stuart and Barbara Bloom

In Loving Memory of:
Hilda Glass by Josh Glass and Joscelyn Wippern
Beverly Lande by Jennifer and Michael Gardner
Rose Levin by Sandy Phillips
Trusty by Jilian and David Meredith

BRAWERMAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN
Mark Dorner
Michael and Behnoosh Farzam
Austin and Jasmin Hai
Rambod Kamrava
Neil and Amanda Leventhal
Amanda and Scott Madison
Joseph and Parastou Mann
Jessica Meisels and Matt Halliday
Carolyn and Matthew Negrin
Amanda Pleau
Janet and Leonard Rosenblatt
Mauricio Schwartzman
Peter and Sima Sherman
Bonnie Tucker and Scott Tommey
Amy Wakeland and Eric Garcetti

In Loving Memory of:
Sydney Keith by Maxine Keith
Shirley Landsman by Geri Brawerman
Craig Alan Tucker by Bonnie Tucker and Scott Tommey

NADINE BREUER ENDOWMENT FUND 
Stephen and Nadine Breuer
Lizzie and Gil Harari

In Honor of:
Rabbi Elisa Ben-Naim for officiating Romy Harari’s Bat-
Mitzvah by Lizzie and Gil Harari

In Loving Memory of:
Trude Ernstova by Steve and Nadine Breuer
Neil Markman by Lizzie and Gil Harari

FOOD PANTRIES FUND
Laura and John Abruscato
Arnold & Eileen Van den Berg Management Trust
Ralph and Cathy Bell
Nancy Bell
Lucille Epstein
Patricia and Carl Feldstein
Geller Events Inc., Debbie Geller
Jeanne Gerson
Harold and Becky Greenberg
Jane Hirsch
Bruce and Martha Karsh
Jordan and Nicola Kerner
Ann Labe-Givon and Bernd Givon
Marlene and Bruce Larson
Susan Lerner
Michael and Robin Levy
Ruthie and Stephen Loeb
Michael Mayerson
Warren and Phyllis Oster
Bob and Sandra Schwartz
Keren Schweitzer and Jason Lippmann
Ronnie Shapiro and Norman Chanes
Muriel and Neil Sherman
Betsy-Ann Toffler
Bonnie Tucker and Scott Tommey
Jennie Waldow
Lynn Weisman

In Honor of:
Betty Cohen’s 100th Birthday by her children, 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren
 by Stephanie Barbanell and Jerry Bass
 by Gail Chorna
 by Betty Cohen
 by Beverly and Sheldon Copeland
 by Sam and Polly Ginsburg
 By Kathleen Hartry
 by Zuzana Riemer Landres
 by Merel and Tom Nissenberg
 by Nancy Winstein
Joyce Powell’s recovery by Ronnye and William Grueber 
and Anneliese Morris
Benjamin Steers by Valerie and Hilly Gordon
Shirley Weinstein by Nina Weinstein

In Loving Memory of:
Lionel Bell by Nancy, Ralph, and Cathy Bell
Charmaine Blatt by Jeanne Gerson
Philip Blum by Betsy-Ann Toffler
Ronald Blumkin by Janis Schwartz
Harriet Burton by Florence and Allan Stark
Janet Burns by Maskit and Gary Schiller
Harold Checel by Marlene and Bruce Larson
Thelma Checel by Marlene and Bruce Larson
Al Cohen by Gerry Cohen
Max D’Ull by Ann Labe-Givon and Bernd Givon
Betsy Dreisen by Janet and Herbert Rappaport
Bess Epstein by Lucille Epstein
Daniel Feldstein by Carl and Pat Feldstein
Julius Feldstein by Carl and Pat Feldstein
Doug Gerson by Marjorie and Jacqueline Blatt
 by Margaret Kaplan
 by Merle and Arnie Weiner
Nicholas Gluckin by Dina and Jeffrey Tranen
Fred Stanley Goldman by Ann Rubin
 by Suzanne Rubin
Sophia Gray Goldman by Ann Rubin
 by Suzanne Rubin
William Green by Lynn Brody Slome and Ansel Slome
Saul Greenberg by Harold and Becky Greenberg
Henry Hartman by Ruthie and Steve Loeb
Hyman Hoffman by Andrea and Steven Gardner
Dr. Steven Howard by Suzanne Rubin
Rose Jaffe by Richard and Debra Powell
Anna Klein by Florence and Allan Stark
Sara Klyman by Cassandra Klyman
Frank David Krevin by Helen Lewis
Richard Kulwin by Diane Dresser
Marcus Labe by Bernd Givon and Ann Labe-Givon
Geraldine Lapides by Susan Lerner
Betty Levy by Paul and Judi Lippe
Cecile Levy by Michael Levy
Sidney Loeb by Ruthie and Steve Loeb
Gail Mayerson by Mickey Mayerson
Etta Mehlinger by Lynn Weisman
Julius Mischel by Pamela and Mark Mischel
Edna Mosk by Sandra Mosk
Richard Mosk by Susan and Stanley Sokoloff
Renee Motley by Donald and Leanore Motley
Sol Newman by Richard and Debra Powell
Mimi Oster by Warren and Phyllis Oster
Peggy Penchinar by Ronnie Shapiro and Norman Chanes
Seymour Penchinar by Ronnie Shapiro and Norman Chanes
Marcia Pflug by Barry Foreman and Andrea Pflug
Odette Reeves by Caron and Steven Broidy
Norman Rubin by Ann Rubin
 by Suzanne Rubin
Josephine Hartfield Samuels by Lucille Epstein
Miriam Ruth Schweitzer by Jason Lippman  
and Keren Schweitzer
Jeffrey Toffler by Betsy-Ann Toffler
Estelle Wachs by Hedy Van der Fluit
Shirley Weinstein by Nina Weinstein
Etta Weisman by Lynn Weisman
Joseph Weisman by Lynn Weisman
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Evelyn Weissman by Todd and Laurie Okum
Michael Witsenhausen by Laura and John Abruscato
Georgette Youssefmir by Jacques an Dina Youssefmir
Milton Wolf by Robert Wolf
Gablan Zawideh by Cassandra Klyman

DISASTER RESPONSE FUND
In Honor of:
Rabbi Beau Shapiro by Lauren Linde

KARSH FAMILY SOCIAL SERVICE  
CENTER FUND
Sandy Ackerman and Norman Chanes
Claudia and Roberto Apelfeld
Rand and Carol April
Chloe Beckerman and Justin Hardt
Eric and Jaynee Beckman
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Jill and Cary Biren
Dena Bloom and Robert Klyman
The Bloomfield Family
Mark Broumand and Niousha Mehrannia
Edward and Linda Brown
Richard and Jan Burns
William and Roseangela Calvert
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
Charities Aid Foundation of America
Jean Cohen
Sheldon and Beverly Copeland
Joel David
Alyce and Philip deToledo
Linda Delaney
Susan and Scott Edelman
Bill and Susan Ehrlich
Joseph and Audrey Finci
Patricia Finkel
Yoel and Marianna Flohr
Barry Forman and Andrea Pflug
Laurie and Benjamin Fox
Inez Gelfand
Jeanne Gerson
Givinga Foundation, Inc.
Bernd Givon and Ann Labe-Givon
Joan Goldfeder
Eyal Goldmann
Bruce and Shirley Gordon
Mitch Gordon
T.J. Gordon
Hillard and Valerie Gordon
Jan and Beth Goren
Lindsay and Robert Grant
Warren and Randi Grant
Matthew Jacobs and Bethany Grabiec
Miriam and Leland Green
Richard and Tricia Grey
M.M. Grossman
Network for Good
Janis Hirsch and Lawrence Shulman
Michael and Susan Horn
Toby Horn and Harold Tomin
Jewish Community Foundation of Greater Los Angeles
Kenneth Kay
Joan and Skip Kessler
Nathan Kirsh
Helen Klein
Barbara and Thomas Leanse
Donald and Susan Levy
Ashley Lewis and James Gilio
Helen Lewis
Josh and Maryam Lieberman
David Linde and Felicia Rosenfeld
Mara Lopez and Michael Nishita
Barnet Malin
Bruce and Marilyn Mandel

Marcia and Douglas Mankoff
Manne McGregor Charitable Fund
Mary and Stephen Meadow
Stuart Melvin
Morris A. Hazan Family Foundation, DeeDee Dorskind
Pamela and Mark Mischel
Sandra Mosk
Network for Good
Todd and Laurie Okum
Ronald Papell
Shana and Don Passman
Howard Pflug
Mark and Sharon Pollock
Larry and Sandy Post
Shani Printz
Jeffrey and Helen Rosenberg
Todd and Lauren Rosenberg
Edward and Lynn Rosenfeld
Barbara Rosenstein
Nancy and Eric Ritter
Sam Simon Charitable Giving Foundation
Paul Schaeffer
Jill and Paul Schulman
John and Toni Schulman
David and Nancy Schwartz
Abby Schwarzwalder
Warren Silverberg
Steve Sklaver and Wendy Sacks
Janet and Michael Soffer
Susan and Stanley Sokoloff
Nicole Solomon
Danial and Michelle Sorgen
Ruth Stoch and Jerome Schwartz
Bradley Tabach-Bank
Erin and Simon Tikhman
Sheri and Allen Tuchman
United Way
Robin and Mark Vogel
Rachel Waltuch
Candace and Barry Weisz
Carolyn Winer
Winkler Lowy Foundation
The Zelman Family Fund
In Honor of:
Peggy Ahlin by Alisha Pedowitz
Holden Baum’s Bar Mitzvah by Avrum and Fredda Lowenstein
Howard Bernstein by Lori Bernstein
Alexandra Brand by Lisa Cohen
Brawerman West 5th Grade Teachers by Rabbi David and 
Stephanie Eshel
Norman Chanes’ Birthday by Sandy Ackerman
Betty Cohen’s 100th Birthday  
 by Stephanie Barbanell and Jerry Bass
 by Kathleen Hartry
 by Nancy Winstein
Peggy Davis by Linda and Steve Brown
Mimi and Don Gittelson’s Anniversary by Linda and  
David Gittelson
Nan Goodman by Barbara and Hugo Rosenstein
Martin Luther King Jr. by Ellen Schwartz
Ethan and Sloane Kleinman by Jennifer and Cary Kleinman
Marsha Barr Levin’s Bat Mitzvah  
 by Dena Bloom and Robert Klyman
 by The Matloff Family
Sandra Mayer by James Combs and Jamie Mayer
Roya Milder’s Bat Mitzvah by The Matloff Family
Brody Satenberg by Jessica and Jamie Rosenberg
Rabbi Beau Shapiro by Jacqueline and Marjorie Blatt
 by Leslie Lackman
Mark Williams by Shana and Donald Passman

In Loving Memory of:
Alan Barbakow by Julie and Sam Levi
Sam Bluestone by David Bluestone
Boris Blumkin by Ida and Boris Gravich
 by Robert Rosenthal

Marilyn Brown by Steve and Linda Brown
 by Joel Shine
Lyu-Yen Chen by Martha and Bruce Karsh
Soraya Delkhah by Dina and Jacques Youssefmir
Irma D’Ull by Bernd Givon and Ann Labe-Givon
Soraya Eliassian by Dina and Jacques Youssefmir
Frank Feder by Linda and Steve Brown
Freda Gleitman by Joan and Warren Kessler
Fred Goldman by Ann Rubin
Sophia Gray Goldman by Ann Rubin
Margery Gould by Linda and Harry Sirk
 by Linda Tarnoff
Rachel Green by an anonymous donor
Lillian Teitelbaum Harrison by Joan Harrison and  
Michael Janofsky
Irnie Jameson by Ellen, Don, and Lauren Creamer
Lola Jameson by Ellen, Don, and Lauren Creamer
Sofia Kahn by Sheperd Chowdhury
Stan Kaltman by Todd and Jami Kaltman
Richard Lindheim by Joe Westhy
Nicholas Lubin by Pamela and Mark Mischel
Edward McNamara by Joseph McNamara and Leigh Stein
Soraya Melamed by Karen Kay
Julie Mendelson by Jodie Mendelson and Gregory Kay
Norman Rubin by Ann Rubin
Beth Schapira by Susan and Matt Grossman
 by the Westheimer Family
Miriam Naham Slome by Rabbi Lynn Brody Slome and 
Ansel Slome
Sandra Stein by Leigh Stein and Joseph McNamara
Sheila Wallach by Malcolm and Andi Orland
Mark Williams by Jaynee and Eric Beckman

CAMP OPERATIONS FUND
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Edward and Linda Brown
Lisa and Leonard Dick
Eric Freedman
Frontstream
Dani Golub
Jill Gumbiner
Thalia and Donals Hochman
Peter Hoffenberg and Saundra Schwartz
Joseph and Wendy Klein
Justin Levey
Cynthia Levy
Edward and Amy Levy
Lampert Levy
Andrew and Tally Lippman
Kevin Luther
Robert and Joy Penner
Gil and Judy Soloman
Lauran Stevens
Mark and Diane Tarica
Daniel and Janice Wallace
Gershon and Rayna Zylberman

In Honor of:
Rabbi David Eshel by the Weinstein Family
 by Janice and David Weissman
Eli Eshel’s 11th birthday by Ellie Becher and Family
Susan Adler Jannol in honor of our anniversary  
by Martin Jannol
Hannah Liberman’s Bat Mitzvah by Rabbi David and 
Stephanie Eshel
Amy and David Penner by Joy and Robert Penner
Jonathan Sayres Rosenthal by Erick Rochette

In Loving Memory of:
Nate Adlen by Allen and Sheri Tuchman
Donald Bernstein by Arline and Richard Agay
 by Linda and Zan Calhoun
 by Inez, Janna, and Cheryl Gelfand
 by Debra and Mark Goodman
 by Lolly and Don Hochman
 by Janet and Mark Noah
 by Rick and Jeanne Silverman

Samuel Engelman by Sari Beth Goodman and Ron Kahan
John Gevurtz by Rabbi David and Stephanie Eshel
 by Eric, Julie, Sophie, and Chloe Kramer
Adolph Hoffman by Allen and Sheri Tuchman
Ruth Hoffman by Allen and Sheri Tuchman
Relba Imerman by Merla and Arnie Weiner
Gail Teller Levy by Jo Mintz Seligman
Dick Lindheim by Janet and Joe Westheimer
Francine Peterman by Liz and Howard Gertz
 by Donna Shapiro and Angel Castillo
Linda Schneit by Allen and Sheri Tuchman
Walter “Ret” Turner by Jean Turner Drufner

RABBI ALFRED WOLF  
CAMPERSHIP FUND
Gary Cohn
Rabbi Steve and Betsy Leder
Marcia and Joel Markowitz
Curtis and Priscilla Tamkin

In Loving Memory of:
Leslie Bluestone by David Bluestone
Harry Blumkin by Janis Schwartz
Byron Brandt by Gordon Gelfond
Phillip Breitbart by Jared, Sydnee, Jordan, and  
Samantha Breuer
Sam Cooper by Marcia and Joel Markowitz
George Doroshow by Barbara and Fred Gaines
Lawrence Dresser by Diane Dresser
Mitchel Dresser by Diane Dresser
Rose Gaines by Barbara and Fred Gaines
Herman Garden by Linda and Stuart Lubitz
Jack Herz by Karin and Douglas Schaer
Alfred Levin by Brenda Levin-Abel and David Abel
Barbara and Bob Merin’s 50th Anniversary by Barbara and 
Bob Merin
Francine Peterman by Sherrie Fisher-Bobroksy and  
Mark Bobrosky
Genevieve Polep by Charles Polep
Richard Polep by Charles Polep
William Polep by Charles Polep
Pauline Rose by Norma Bubar
 by Brenda and Phil Bubar
Abe Rosenthal by Jean Grossman
Herbert Schirmer by Janis Schwartz
Sarah Schirmer by Janis Schwartz
Meyer Schwartz by Jennifer Gwartz
David Wolf by Steve and Linda Brown
 by Norma Bubar
 by Donna and Paul Nadel
 by Mark and Shari Pollock

CAMP RECOVERY FUND
Murdoch and Nadine Heideman
Stephen and Lina O’Connor
Max and Jessica Pollak

In Honor of:
Rabbi David Eshel by Heather and Scott Menkus
Max Pollak by Ellen Fox
Aidan Wahl by Aunty Linda and Uncle David

In Loving Memory of:
Betty Stein Coleman by Laurie and Paul Kelson
Helen Waxler Coleman by Laurie and Paul Kelson
Rabbi Morley Feinstein by Rabbi Karen Fox and  
Michael Rosen
Francine Peterman by Mark and Shari Pollock
David Wolf by Merle and Arnie Weiner

AL GOODMAN MEMORIAL 
CAMPERSHIP FUND
In Loving Memory of:
Doris Engelman by Janis Flax and Bruce Perelman

Continued on page 19
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Welcome to new Temple members…

Sharleen and Daniel Akhtarzad, and their children, Asher and Lilah…Ben Alexander…Karen 
Yenofsky and William Askins, and their children, Cheyenne and Paisley…Michelle Bega…
Jessica Beiler, and her daughter, Alexandra…Olivia and Jonathan Benabou, and their children, 
Leva, Miah, and Kaia…Mei-Ling Hubbard and Nathan Bockelman, and their daughter 
Phaedra…Chelsea and Jesse Chemtob, and their son Casey…Bailey and John-Michael Del 
Valle, and their children, Avery and Shay…Sally Drexler, and her son Aaron…Gina Kushynski 
and Daniel Elkin…Sharon and Chad Eshaghoff, and their children, Aaron, Jack and Oliver…
Natasha and Max Fisher, and their daughter Sloane…Joy Schwartz and Tim Gaylord, and 
their daughter, Madison…Alisa and Brandon Geer, and their children, Ruby and Lyla…Gloria 
Lushing and Arnold Gilberg…Alison and Duncan Gilliam, and their children, Grove and Birk…
Josh and Etty Klein, and their daughter, Siena…Alexandra and Daniel Landy, and daughter, 
Piper…Alissa and Daniel Mafrice, and children, Alexandra and Ryan…Michael McFerran, 
and his children, Anya, Rye and Winter…Jody Meisel, Carly Lynn and Rob Mor, and their 
daughter, Leia…Sahar Bina and Jason Morgan, and their children, Elle, Jack and Mia…Laura 
and James Moss, and their children, Ethan and Ashleigh…Diba and Saman Mostadim, and 
their children, Julian, Lauren and Liam…Marissa and Brandon Nadel, and their son, Jordan…
Natalie and Ebi Nikjoo, and their children, Dean, Harrison and William…Katie and Leonid 
Pustilnikov, and their son Joseph…Evan and Jessica Rothstein, and their children Isla and 
Lucas…Sheila and Barry Rubin…Leigh Zagoory and Stephane Safar…Schuyler and Michael 
Schwimmer, and their children, Audrey, Dillan and Jackson…Lauren and Daniel Seeff, 
and their children, Julian and Scottie…Eileen Stringer, and son Nicky…Doreen and Daniel 
Tenenblatt, and their son, Jacob…Tiffany and Elroy Vojdani, and their daughter, Jade…Lauren 
and Matthew Weisbarth, and their children, Marli and Zachary…

Congratulations to…

Rachel and Tony Harris on their recent marriage…

Congratulations to…

Hillary Barnes and Benjamin Asoulin on the birth of their daughter, Abigail Hakman Asoulin…
Michele and Siymak Bahremand on the birth of their daughter Simone Liv Bahremand, and 
to sister Sloan…Jennifer Weiss and Geoffrey Booth, on the birth of their son Ezra Galt Booth, 
and to sister Naomi…Julie and Jonathan Bobb on the birth of their son, Ethan Henry Bobb, 
and to sister, Stella…Bailey and John-Michael De Valle on the birth of their daughter, Shay 
Birdie Del Valle, and to brother, Avery…Monica and Keith Dragoon on the birth of their son, 
Lucas Henry Dragoon, and to siblings Asher and Madison…Alexis and Ryan Draizin on the 
birth of their son Asher Nissim Draizin, and to sister, Charlotte…Lindsay and Justin Flam on 
the birth of their daughter, Lily Jane Flam…Brian and Jacqueline Green on the birth of their 
daughter, Stella Green, and to grandparents, Miriam and Leland Green…Alisa and Brandon 
Geer, on the birth of their daughter, Lyla Taylor Greer, and to sister Ruby…Julie and Mark 
Gross on the birth of their granddaughter, Jade Natasha Gross…Michelle and Jon Handzo, 
on the birth of their son Julian Levi Handzo…Debbie and Brent Iloulian, on the birth of their 
son Max Ari Iloulian, and sisters, Emma and Mia…Michell and Max Kaizer on the birth of 
their daughter, Simone Mara Kaizer, and to brother, Ethan…Melissa and Matthew Lewitz, 
on the birth of their son, Gabriel Lewitz, and sister, Sophia…Sharon and Pooya Mobasseri, 
on the birth of their son, Brandon Mobasseri, and his sisters, Audrey and Gabby…Natalie 
and Ebi Nikjoo on the birth of their son Dean Phoenix Nikjoo, and to brothers, Harrison and 
William…Paige and Mike Pearl, on the birth of their son Alfred “Freddie” Michael Pearl…Tahl 
and Jeremy Powell on the birth of their daughter, Romi Powell, to sister Noa, grandparents 
Debra and Rick Powell, great Aunt Nancy and Michael Eisenstadt, and great grandmother, 
Joyce Powell…Tali and Jordan Weiss, on the birth of their son Meyer Weiss, and to sisters, 
Alma and Goldie…

Condolences to…

David and Lisa Beaubaire on the death of her grandfather, Max Bass, and to great 
grandchildren, Charles, Madeleine and William…Jason and Amanda Schutzbank, on the 
death of her father, David Bensol, and to granddaughter, Emma…Margie Blatt on the 
death of her aunt Charmaine Blatt…Edythe Broad on the death of her husband, Eli Broad…
Deborah and Jonathan Davidson on the death of his mother, Carolyn Tamar Davidson, and to 
grandchildren, Jacob and Zachary… Jim and Paula Miller, on the death of her father, Horacio 
Epelbaum, and to granddaughter, Sophia…Jean-Louis & Jennifer Velaise, on the death of 
her father, Hugh Fate, and to grandsons, Alexander, Benjamin and Theodore…Cindy and 
Philip Feder, on the death of his father, Frank Feder, and to granddaughters, Emily and 
Lauren Feder, and Stephanie Braun…Margarete Feinstein, on the death of her husband, 
Rabbi Morley T. Feinstein, and to children, Aaron, Ari, Eliana and Renata, and grandchildren, 
Mika Ruth, Jacob and Noah…Rhonda and Eric Alan on the death of his mother, Doris Finck, 
and to grandchildren, Lily, Mirabelle and Sophia…Brent and Kimberly Stein, on the death 
her of grandfather, Len Foreman, and great grandchildren, Beckett and Parker…Todd and 
Doreen Gelfand, on the death of their son, Marshall Gelfand… Jeanne Gerson, on the death 
of her son, Doug Gerson, and to sister Linda Delaney, niece, Shana Gerson Dunner and 
Steve Dunner, and to his children, Britney and Damien…Paula Kaplan and William “Billy” 
Goldberg, on the death of his father, Nathan Goldberg, and to grandchildren, Molly and 
Sophie, and his wife Elaine…Lauri and Michael Gordon, and Bruce Gordon on the death of 
their Father, Robert Gordon and their sister, Julie Gordon…Jill Franklin on the death of her 
mother, Margery Gould, and grandson, Benjamin DeMatoff, and son, Adam Gould…Howard 
Bernstein on the death of his brother-in-law, Alan Hervey…Darlene Weinstein on the death 
of her uncle Arnold Holstein…Galit Rubin on the death of her mother Judy Karmon, and to 
grandchildren Adam and Oren…Robert Benvenisti and Susan Kesser on the death of her 
father, Barry Kesser, and to grandson, Max…Steven Polster on the death of Louis Lowey…
Alain & Bita Santaella on the death of her great uncle, Youssef Mahboubianfard, and great 
nephews Benjamin and Eli, and great niece Lia…Dawn Miller, on the death of her mother, 
Dianne Mandell-Miller…Thomas and Robbie Schiff on the death of her sister, Ilona “Loni” 
Marsten, and to nephew, Matthew, and niece, Olivia…Vahid Yahid and Jilla Meshkanian, 
on the death of her sister, Jaleh Meshkanian, and her nieces, Jasmine and Lillian…Elina 
Madison on the death of her mother-in-law, Dixie Mckie, and granddaughter, Lillian Trow… 
Heather and Scott Menkus on the death of his father, Steve Menkus, and to grandchildren 
Ethan and Harper…Jessica and Daniel Miller, on the death of his grandfather, Louis Gerald 
Miller, and to great grandchildren, Charlie and Julia…Paula Epstein and Dan Persoff, on the 
death of his mother, Thia Persoff…Michael and Ronni Kopulsky, on the death of her mother, 
Francine Peterman, and to grandchildren Craig and Tracy…Ari Goldman and Danielle Jagoda, 
on the death of her grandmother, Alys Pollet, and to great grandchildren, Chloe and Olivia…
Richard and Jan Burns, on the death of her cousin, Michael Portis, and second cousins, Katie 
and Zachary…Gina and Jonathan Rudnick, on the death of his mother, Saralee Goldman 
Rudnick, and grandchildren, Delilah and Pearl…Bradley and Lisa Mindlin, on the death of 
her mother, Carole Grace Salinas, and to grandchildren, JT and David, and son, Mark and Pat 
Salinas, and granddaughter, Tara…Elly and Dan Wolf on the death of his brother David Wolf, 
and to nephew, Aaron Wolf, and niece, Sarah Nudel, David’s wife, Ruth, and sons, Ben and 
Eric…Matthew and Kelly Sloan, on the death of her grandmother, Dorothy Wright, and to 
great grandchildren, Jonah, Sasha and Sophie…Erica Tucker and Adi Weinberg on the death 
of his grandmother, Margalit Zadok, and to great grandchildren, Noah, Sophie and Toby…
Norma and David Lefkowitz on the death of his mother, Barbara Lefkowitz Zygowsky, and to 
grandchildren, Alexandra and Benjamin…
And to all immediate and extended family.

OUR TEMPLE FAMILY

The above list reflects member milestones between February 1 and April 30, 2021

SAUER FAMILY CAMP FUND
In Loving Memory of:
Harry Braver by Robert and Joey Corritone
 by Dana, Jon, Andrew, and Micah Goldstein
 by Steve, Micki, Jonathan, and Molly Sauer
Joseph Sauer by Robert and Joey Corritone
 by Dana, Jon, Andrew, and Micah Goldstein
 by Steve, Micki, Jonathan, and Molly Sauer

SILLS FAMILY CAMPERSHIP FUND
Robert and Robin Sills

In Loving Memory of:
Eva Golden by Robert and Robin Sills
Sarah Gordon by Robert and Robin Sills

YONI LICHT CAMPERSHIP FUND
In Loving Memory of:
Adele Habibi by Laurie and Steve Kend
 by Daniel Tarica and Joshua Bobrowsky
Ben Habibi by Daniel Tarica and Joshua Bobrowsky
Richard Lindheim by Sam and Miryam Tarica
David Wolf by Sam and Miryam Tarica

KARSH COVID-19 EMERGENCY FUND
In Honor of:
Danny Marcus’ birthday by Barry Forman and  
Andrea Pflug Forman

In Loving Memory of:
Stuart Davis by Barry Forman and Andrea Pflug Forman

ADULT PROGRAMING
In Honor of:
Rabbi Susan Nanus by Marsha and Fredrick Levin

FOOD PANTRIES
Thank you to those 
individuals and families 
who have chosen either 
to underwrite ($1,000) 
or sponsor ($500) a week 
of food.
If you are interested 
in joining this effort, 
please contact Rabbi M. 
Beaumont Shapiro  
at (424) 208-8930 or 
email  
dmagilnick@wbtla.org.

TRIBUTES  (continued)
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Clergy
Rabbi Steven Z. Leder, Pritzker Chair of Senior Rabbinics 
Rabbi Elissa Ben-Naim 
Rabbi David Eshel 
Rabbi M. Beaumont Shapiro 
Rabbi Susan Nanus 
Rabbi Joel Nickerson 
Rabbi Joel Simonds 
Cantor Don Gurney 
Cantor Lisa Peicott 
Cantor Kerith Spencer-Shapiro

Board of Trustees
Alberto Valner, President 
Scott Edelman, Vice President 
Simon Furie, Vice President 
Caroline Kuperstock, Vice President 
Dena Bloom, Treasurer 
Rebecca Jonah, Secretary
Ronn Davids, Deborah Dragon, Carolyn Enenstein, Claire Goldsmith, Charles Hirschhorn, Skip Kessler,  
Fred Kunik, Brian Milder, Kevin Neustadt, Bruce Rosenblum, Reagan Silber, Skip Victor, Robin Zuckerr
David Wimmer, Counsel to the Board 
Rick Powell, Immediate Past President

Honorary Board Members
Howard M. Bernstein, Audrey Irmas, Julie Miller, Richard Pachulski

Executive Director
Donna S. Nadel

wbtla.org 
(213) 388-2401

3663 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Friday, July 2 

• Irmas Campus 
 Rabbi Shapiro and Cantor Spencer-Shapiro

Friday, July 9

• University Campus 
 Rabbi Leder and Cantor Peicott

Friday, July 16

• Irmas Campus 
 Rabbi Nanus and Cantor Gurney

Friday, July 23

• Glazer Campus - Rooftop Ruach 
 Rabbi Nickerson and Cantor Peicott

Friday, July 30

• University Campus 
 Rabbi Shapiro and Cantor Spencer-Shapiro

Friday, August 6

• Irmas Campus 
 Rabbi Nanus and Cantor Peicott

Friday, August 13

• University Campus 
 Rabbi Leder and Cantor Gurney

Friday, August 20

• Irmas Campus 
 Rabbi Eshel and Cantor Spencer-Shapiro

Friday, August 27

• Glazer Campus - Rooftop Ruach 
 Rabbi Nickerson and Cantor Peicott

Every Saturday at 10:00 a.m.

 Shabbat Morning Services 
 Online at www.wbtla.org 

• GLAZER CAMPUS (EAST) • IRMAS CAMPUS (WEST) • UNIVERSITY CAMPUS
3663 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles 90010

11661 W. Olympic Blvd. 
Los Angeles 90064

11960 Sunset Blvd. 
Los Angeles 90049

SCHEDULE OF SHABBAT, STUDY, AND PROGRAMS

HIGH HOLY DAYS

 SELICHOT  Saturday, August 28

 EREV ROSH HASHANAH Monday, September 6

 ROSH HASHANAH Tuesday, September 7

 SECOND DAY ROSH HASHANAH  Wednesday, September 8

 KOL NIDRE  Wednesday, September 15

 YOM KIPPUR  Thursday, September 16

 FIRST DAY OF SUKKOT Tuesday, September 21

 All Shabbat and worship information can be found online at wbtla.org

SAVE THE DATE 
September 3, 2021    
Annual Congregational Meeting 

www.wbtla.org
www.wbtla.org



