Kindergarten Year at a Glance
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* All Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) are embedded and spiraled across each unit throughout the year.
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Writing

Launching Writing Workshop: 25 Days
— focuses on routines, procedures, and
building foundational literacy skills.
Students will learn that they can write
books that tell stories through pictures.
Students will work with writing partners
to learn how to tell stories orally and
then in pictures. The writing in this unit
will be an approximation and will likely
not follow conventions, but this is okay.
This unit builds joy, routine, confidence,
and an identity as a writer who is part of
a writing community. The goal is to have
students writing across pages and
creating books by the end of this unit.

We Are All Authors: this unit proves to
kids that they can write and are part of
a literate community. As students
engage in interactive writing, shared
writing, and writers’ workshop, they
will learn how to create books based on
the things they want to share with
others. They will write pattern books
about their lives, pattern books all
about their favorite topics, and even
pattern books that show how to do
things. These early approximations will
allow students to find daily engagement
and joy in writing. As they grow
throughout the unit, students will work
on oral storytelling, drawing, then
labeling part by part. They will write
lots of sentences across pages in a
pattern using high-frequency words,
grow in their inventive spelling, and
build on their foundational language
skills. Students should write multiple
books during this unit. They will select
one book to go back to through the lens
of revision by adding more details to
their pictures, adding more pages to
their books, and making sure the
pictures tell the story they wish to tell.

Everyone has stories to tell: Students will
write personal narratives, true stories with a
beginning, middle, and end. As they become
more skilled writers, students will add words
and details to their writing. Students will
focus on making their writing readable by
spelling words with more sounds and using
resources to spell high frequency words. They
will then work to write sentences with basic
conventions, like punctuation at the end of a
sentence. Students will work to make their
books better by revising them. During the
revision process they will add more details to
their drawings and additional pages to their
books when necessary. Students will once
again write multiple books and will select one
to revise and publish. This writers’ celebration
could be sharing within the circle by allowing
students to sit in the author's chair and read
their books to the class.

Fun with Fiction: Students will enjoy building on
what they know about narrative structure as they
add elements of fiction to the books that they are
writing. As they continue to add to their phonetic
skills and known words, students will be more
equipped to add more words to the sentences
that they are writing. This unit will build upon all
that students learn in reading about how stories
work, and the choices authors make when they
write fiction. This unit aims to help our youngest
authors begin to stand upon the shoulders of the
authors they love most. Students should write
multiple books during this unit; these may mimic
their favorite picture books and series. Toward
the end of the unit, students will select one book
to revisit and work on to really polish their work.
They will use a checklist, teacher conferences,
and their writing partners to prepare this book to
be added to the classroom library as part of the
unit publication celebration.

How-To Books - In this
unit, students learn that
one purpose of writing is
to teach others. The unit
focuses on teaching
something to your
audience by drawing and
writing a sequence of
steps. They will focus on
their areas of expertise
as they work to write
books that teach a
process one step at a
time. Students will rely
heavily on mentor texts
as they dive deeply into
this work. Students will
learn that authors can
always look at the work
of published authors to
learn how to make their
writing stronger and
clearer. Students should
write multiple books
during this unit, but they
will select one book to
take through revising
and editing publication.

All About Books
—In this unit,
students will
spend a week
working on
researching the
same topicas a
class and writing
all about books
around that
topic. In the
second and third
weeks of this
unit, students will
be allowed to
choose what they
want to learn
more about as
they research
reading. They will
use what they
have learned as a
reader to write
their own all
about books.
Students will
choose one all-
about book to
revise and
publish. These
books can be
shared in the
classroom library.

The Poet in Me —
Students will write
poetry in this unit
that encapsulates
all that they are
learning about how
poems work from
their reading in
class. Students will
be exposed to
various types of
poetry but will
choose the kind of
poems they write.
The focus here will
be for students to
notice their world
the way a poet sees
the world. They will
work to capture big
ideas in a few lines.
Students should
write multiple
poems throughout
this unit. The unit
will end with each
student sharing a
favorite poem from
their poetry
anthology, a book
of their original
poetry.

Can you Convince Me? In this unit,
students learn that they can write to
make their world, community, or
school a better place. This unit focuses
on writing texts for real audiences and
develops awareness of the audience.
Students must be allowed to select
their topics for this work. They will
decide who their target audience is and
what they want to convince them of.
The students could choose topics
about changes to be made at school, at
home, or in their neighborhoods. Their
passions and imaginations should drive
this work. Students will learn that
sometimes they need help as they
work to make the world a better place
and realize that they can find this help
by reaching out to those who can help
them through letters, email, or even in-
person meetings. The culminating
activity in this unit is a presentation
and not a book. Students will work
together with other students who have
a common topic to create a
presentation. This can be done with art
supplies, digitally, or through any other
creative medium.

* All Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) are embedded and spiraled across each unit throughout the year.




