
FLHS - AP American Studies Summer Reading

History Assignment
The purpose of the summer work is to help you practice independent learning.  You will teach
yourself the first unit (Contact and Exploration, approximately 1491-1607) through the activities
listed below.  Your textbook reading will help you understand the historical context of the three
books you will be reading this summer.
Tasks:

● Read “AP US History Exam Description” at AP Central
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf
?course=ap-united-states-history

Read and take notes on Chapters 1-3 (“A New World,” “Beginnings of English America,”
“Creating Anglo-America”) in Give Me Liberty.  You can also access these chapters TWO
WAYS by logging into the ebook or using the textbook.
Option 1: Code: JCP-LNF-RTX Once activated, each “use" will remain active for 360-days.
Please distribute the code along with the following instructions:
 To redeem these codes, visit: https://digital.wwnorton.com/givemeliberty3ap

● Click the “Sign in, register a code, or purchase access” button
● Choose “No, I need to register,” then click the “Register, purchase…” button
● Fill in the required fields. The system may not think your email address is your

official school one. Just choose OK.
● Enter your registration code and click “Register my code.” If the system previously

questioned your email address, a red window will appear with a similar message. Just
choose “Register my code” again.

● Be sure to choose “high school student,” then your state and school
● Once registration is done, click the big “Ebook” icon
● A VitalSource window will pop up and will prompt you to register for a Bookshelf

ID. Please be sure to temporarily disable pop-blockers so that you may view this
window.

● Once you have completed VitalSource registration and have opened the ebook, you
can read it online.

For offline access:
● Click “Bookshelf” in the upper left corner.
● Download and install the correct Bookshelf app for your device.

● If you have any technical questions, please email Lisa Olivere
(lolivere@fairfieldschools.org)

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf?course=ap-united-states-history
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf?course=ap-united-states-history
https://digital.wwnorton.com/givemeliberty3ap


● As you take your chapter notes—consider perspectives on the “American Identity”
(based on whichever books you chose from the AMSTUD reading list) how do they
connect to your understanding of the “American Identity”? What characteristics do
you consider as “part” of the American  Identity”. These ideas should be annotated in
your notes.

● Notes should be about 2-3 pages per chapter.

A hard-copy of ALL notes must be submitted on the first day of school during your class
period. Late work will NOT be accepted.

Please note that the school’s policies against plagiarism and cheating will be strictly
upheld.  Please see the Student Handbook for details.

**Assessment: A content-specific assessment will be administered on the first day of school.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

English Assignment:
Each student should read TWO of the following books this summer, ONE from the “Fiction” list,
and ONE from the “Nonfiction” list. Please do some initial research on the titles to help you
select books that are interesting to you, and offer a good challenge for new learning. Please also
note that these books are contemporary works, written mostly for adults, and that many of them
contain mature situations and conflicts such as rape, slavery, and other forms of violence, as well
as some use of profane language. Level of difficulty also varies in these books, so, again, do
some research before picking to make sure you have a good fit. There are many published
reviews of each book online, and the list through Sora, below, has good initial descriptions.

Acquiring Books:
Some copies of each book will be available through the FLHS Library. A brief description of
each book (as well as e-copies and audiobooks) may be found through THIS LINK to the
collection in Sora, an e-book app (also on Classlink). Print copies are also available. Use THIS
LINK to check availability. Students are encouraged to join the FLHS Library Google Classroom
- code is mbfyec3. After joining that Classroom, you will receive notices about other books and
resources of interest through the LLC.

Fiction:
● Caleb’s Crossing by Geraldine Brooks
● The Round House by Louise Erdrich

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsoraapp.com%2Flibrary%2Ffairfieldpsct%2Fcurated-1091151%2Fpage-1&data=02%7C01%7CDNULF%40fairfieldschools.org%7Ccf476ecd778248b4ab0f08d80ffab50a%7C2fec9e6ce2d64a948520a265d973d398%7C0%7C0%7C637276916773230744&sdata=%2BGmewbvxrvUjXLE5mp5qGXdDwCBzfydPskx7qjUqvnQ%3D&reserved=0
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/19998
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/19998


● The Water Dancer by Ta-Nehisi Coates
● There There by Tommy Orange
● The Heretic’s Daughter by Kathleen Kent
● A Mercy by Toni Morrison
● Homegoing by Yaa Gyassi
● The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead

Non-Fiction:
● A Voyage Long and Strange by Tony Horwitz
● Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer
● Book of Ages by Jill Lepore
● Island at the Center of the World by Russell Shorto
● Spirit Run by Noé Alvarez
● The Wordy Shipmates by Sarah Vowell
● Mayflower: Voyage, Community, War by Nathaniel Philbrick
● Educated by Tara Westover

Some of the texts listed above are set in the past, or are about early American history, while
others are set in the present day.  All of them connect thematically with the material we will be
covering at the beginning of the year.  Work on teasing out the themes and connections between
what you’re learning from your history textbook and the stories told in these books.

Some guidance for note-taking:

It is a good idea to take notes as you read, keeping track of such things as:
● How people and characters are related to others
● Emerging thematic patterns
● What you notice about how the text is structured
● Questions you have as you read
● Research you did to help answer any of these questions
● Consider how the perspectives offered in the book challenge or reinforce your

sense of American identity

More specific lens for note-taking:
In his semi-autobiographical novel, The Things They Carried, Tim O’Brien claims that
“story-truth is truer sometimes than happening-truth… What stories can do, I guess is make
things present. I can look at things I never looked at. I can attach faces to grief, and love, and
pity, and God.” In another part of the novel, he states that “if truly told, [a story] makes the
stomach believe.” Note elements of the books you chose that feel particularly “true” to you. How
does the author “make things present” for you? Take notes in preparation to discuss why some



particular passages made “your stomach believe.” What do you appreciate about how the author
uses language and storytelling to do so? What argument is the author making about American
identity?

Your notes should prepare you to write analytically about these books in class within the first
week of school. Also, use the glossary provided below to prepare for our discussion of the
summer reading.

Glossary of Key Terms:

Rhetoric: The effective use of language; also, the study of effective language use. The
term can also be used negatively, as when it is said that a particular argument is really just
using rhetoric, that is, using words persuasively (perhaps by making emotional appeals)
without making a solid argument.

Argument: Writing that attempts to prove a point through reasoning. Argument presses its
case by using logic and by supporting its logic with examples and evidence.

Evidence: The facts that support an argument. Evidence takes different forms depending
on the kind of writing in which it appears, but generally is concrete, agreed-upon
information that can be pointed to as an example or proof.

Audience: As actors have audiences who can see and hear them, writers have readers.
Having a sense of audience is important in writing because we write differently
depending on who we think will be reading our work. If the audience is specific, we write
in such a way that will appeal to a small group; if it is general, write in such a way that as
many people as possible will listen to, and be able to hear, what we have to say.

Purpose: The author’s goal or aim in writing a given piece.

Tone: refers to the author’s attitude toward the reader (e.g. formal, intimate, pompous) or
to the subject matter (e.g. ironic, light, solemn, satiric, sentimental).

Diction: refers to the choice of words used in a literary work. A writer’s diction may be
characterized, for example as formal, colloquial, abstract, concrete, literal or figurative.

Imagery: refers to the use of language in a literary work that evokes sense-impressions by
literal or figurative reference to perceptible or “concrete” objects, scenes, actions, or
states as distinct from the language or abstract argument or exposition. The imagery of a
literary work thus comprises the set of images that it uses to appeal to senses (including,
but not limited to sight).

Symbol, Symbolism: A symbol is something that stands for something else. Unlike
allegory, symbolism is multi-dimensional--it may convey a number of meanings. The



symbol of the great white whale in Herman Melville's Moby Dick, for example, may
stand for the devil, nature, the forces of the universe or ?

Style: The way a writer writes. Any of the choices writers make while writing—about
diction, sentence length, structure, rhythm, and figures of speech—that make their work
sound like them. The tone of a particular work can be due in part to a writer’s style.

Voice: A writer’s unique use of language that allows a reader to perceive a human
personality in his or her writing. The elements of style that determine a writer’s voice
include sentence structure, diction, and tone. The term can also be applied to the narrator
of a selection.

Assessment: During the first week of school, you will write an AP essay simulation. This timed
writing assessment will require you to draw on your nuanced understanding of the assigned
readings.

Some Final Words: Completion of the summer assignment is a prerequisite for enrollment in the
class. If you have any questions about the English portion of the assignment, please contact us
via email at khilton@fairfieldschools.org or dnulf@fairfieldschools.org.

mailto:khilton@fairfieldschools.org
mailto:dnulf@fairfieldschools.org

