
 

Elementary First Grade Art Curriculum 
 
Course Description: ​The first grade art program provides students with a continuum of essential 
knowledge and skills incrementally increasing in depth and rigor. Students will develop 
knowledge and skills related to the elements of art, the principles of design, the connection of 
music to history and culture, as well as art's many interdisciplinary connections.  
 
Scope and Sequence: 

Timeframe Unit Instructional Topics 

10-12 weeks Elements of Art Topic 1: Line 

  Topic 2: Shapes 

  Topic 3: Color 

  Topic 4: Textures 

  Topic 5: Form 

10-12 weeks Historical and Cultural 
Connections 

Topic 1: Western 
Topic 2: Non-Western 

10-12 weeks Exploration Topic 1: Exploration of Art 
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Unit 1: Elements of Art  
Subject​: Visual Arts  
Grade​: 1st Grade  
Name of Unit​: Elements of Art 
Length of Unit​:10-12 weeks 
Overview of Unit​: In this unit, students will learn how to apply the elements of art to solve 
artistic problems.  
Priority Standards for unit​: 

● VA:Cr1A.1 Engage collaboratively in exploration and imaginative play with materials 
● VA:Cr2A.1 Explore uses of materials and tools to create works of art or design. 
● VA:Cr2B.1 Demonstrate safe and proper procedures for using materials, tools and 

equipment while making art. 
● VA:Cr3A.1 Use art vocabulary to describe choices while creating art 

Supporting Standards for unit​: 
● VA:Re7B.1 Compare images that represent the same object. 
● VA:Re8A.1 Interpret art by categorizing subject matter and identifying the characteristics 

of form. 
 

Unwrapped Concepts 
(Students need to know) 

Unwrapped Skills 
(Students need to be able to 

do) 
Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Levels Webb's DOK 
in exploration and 
imaginative play with 
materials Engage collaboratively Apply 2 
uses of materials and tools 
to create works of art or 
design. Explore Understand 2 
safe and proper procedures 
for using materials, tools 
and equipment while 
making art. 
 Demonstrate Create 2 
art vocabulary to describe 
choices while creating art 
 Use Apply 2 
 
Essential Questions​: 

1. How do artists combine the elements of art in an artwork? 
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Enduring Understanding/Big Ideas​: 
1. Artists can combine the elements of art in a variety of ways to communicate ideas within 

an artwork.  
 
Unit Vocabulary: 

Academic Cross-Curricular Words Content/Domain Specific 

 Horizontal 
Vertical 
Diagonal 

Horizon Line 
Shape 

Geometric 
Free Form 

Primary Colors 
Secondary Colors 

Tints 
Shades 

Intermediate 
Tertiary 

Hue 
Texture 
Smooth 
Bumpy 
Rough 
Soft 
Form 

2 Dimensional 
3 Dimensional 

 

Resources for Vocabulary Development: 
 

Lines That Wiggle by Candace Whitman 

Follow the Line by Laura Ljungkvist  

The Line by Paula Bossio 

Extra Yarn​ by Mac Barnett 
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http://amzn.to/2nLSifU
http://amzn.to/2nrkWjg
http://amzn.to/2nMjWcT
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0061953385/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0061953385&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=YUMHEPOEHGIH6YRL


Round is a Tortilla by Roseanne Thong 

Shape by Shape by Suse MacDonald 

If You Were a Polygon by Marice Aboff and Sarah Dillard 

Mummy Math; An Adventure in Geometry by Cindy Neuschwander 

The Greedy Triangle by Marilyn Burns 

Shape Shift by Joyce Hesselberth 

Shape by Shape by Suse MacDonald 

Perfect Square by Micheal Hall 

 

Swatch: The Girl Who Loved Color by​ Julia Denos 

The Rainbow Book by Kate Ohrt 

Little Blue and Little Yellow by Leo Lionni 

Monsters Love Colors  by Mike Austin 

The Wonders of the Color Wheel  by Charles Ghigna 

Pantone: Colors Board book – by​ Pantone  

 

Soft and Smooth, Rough and Bumpy; A Book ABout Touch by Dana Meachen Rau 

What is Texture? by Stephanie Fitzgerald 

Spiky, Slimy, Smooth; What is Texture by Jane Brocket 

"The Weaver" by Thacher Hurd 
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http://amzn.to/2nM0A7L
http://amzn.to/2ouwuUt
http://amzn.to/2mZwuyG
http://amzn.to/2onaCNI
http://amzn.to/2oLoXA8
http://amzn.to/2nrzaAs
http://amzn.to/2ouwuUt
https://www.amazon.com/Julia-Denos/e/B01LVWJKXF/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://amzn.to/2nM0hd3
http://amzn.to/2nrJXe6
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/006212594X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=006212594X&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=6JXBW4B6IJPWOON4
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/006212594X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=006212594X&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=6JXBW4B6IJPWOON4
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1404883118/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1404883118&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=DG6UTSPKS536ZB26
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1404883118/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1404883118&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=DG6UTSPKS536ZB26
https://www.amazon.com/Pantone/e/B008LR091E/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://amzn.to/2nuMOnn
http://amzn.to/2mZoI7U
http://amzn.to/2nrBnvS


 

Arches to Zig Zags; An Architecture ABC by Micheal Crosbie 

Dreaming Up; A Celebration of Building by Christy Hale 

If You Lived Here: Houses of the World by​ Giles Laroche 

Same, Same But Different by​ Jenny Sue Kostecki-Shaw 

Home by​ Carson Ellis 

When I Build with Blocks by Niki Alling 

Look at That Building; A first Book of Structures by Scot 
Ritchie 

Look! Look! Look! at Sculpture  by Nancy Elizabeth Wallace 
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http://amzn.to/2nRXwXF
http://amzn.to/2otc7dL
https://www.amazon.com/Giles-Laroche/e/B001IR1R5G/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Jenny-Sue-Kostecki-Shaw/e/B001JRYUJA/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Carson-Ellis/e/B00AAMXPKK/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://amzn.to/2nS3MPg
http://amzn.to/2otfSjh
http://amzn.to/2otfSjh
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0761461329/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0761461329&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=ZGKYYIYAHNBU5HZN
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0761461329/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0761461329&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=ZGKYYIYAHNBU5HZN


 

Topic 1: Line 
Engaging Experience 1 
Title:​ Line Detective 
Suggested Length of Time:​ 10-20 minutes 
Standards Addressed 

Priority​:  
● VA:Cr1A.1 Engage collaboratively in exploration and imaginative play with 

materials 
● VA:Cr2A.1 Explore uses of materials and tools to create works of art or design. 
● VA:Cr2B.1 Demonstrate safe and proper procedures for using materials, tools and 

equipment while making art. 
● VA:Cr3A.1 Use art vocabulary to describe choices while creating art 

Supporting​:  
● VA:Re7B.1 Compare images that represent the same object. 
● VA:Re8A.1 Interpret art by categorizing subject matter and identifying the 

characteristics of form. 
 

Detailed Description/Instructions:​ Print “types of line” flashcards for student use. Students will 
find examples of each type of line within the room and/or school. For example, students can 
identify a horizontal line on a window, or a zig-zag line in the carpet, etc. Students can discuss 
the types of lines they find in small groups or as a class.  
Bloom’s Levels:​ Apply 
Webb’s DOK:​ 2 
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Engaging Scenario 
 

Engaging Scenario  

 
One example of a project you could do to teach line would be to make line peacocks. Students 
would draw along with the teacher to create a composition of a peacock. The teacher would 
explicitly name each line as the project continues. Students will practice making vertical, 
diagonal, and horizontal lines for the peacock feathers. Students will practice making curved 
and bumpy lines for the smaller feathers. Teacher can include other lines as necessary.  
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Topic 1: Identifying Geometric Shapes 
Engaging Experience 1 
Title:​ Identifying Geometric Shapes 
Suggested Length of Time:​ 20-30 minutes 
Standards Addressed 

Priority​:  
● VA:Cr1A.1 Engage collaboratively in exploration and imaginative play with 

materials 
● VA:Cr2A.1 Explore uses of materials and tools to create works of art or design. 
● VA:Cr2B.1 Demonstrate safe and proper procedures for using materials, tools and 

equipment while making art. 
● VA:Cr3A.1 Use art vocabulary to describe choices while creating art 

Supporting​:  
● VA:Re7B.1 Compare images that represent the same object. 
● VA:Re8A.1 Interpret art by categorizing subject matter and identifying the 

characteristics of form. 
 

Detailed Description/Instructions:  
One way to do this would be to prepare a shape sorting activity for students to identify geometric 
shapes.  This could include a smartboard sorting activity, or a group activity for students to sort 
different shape cards into a geometric group and a free form group. 
Bloom’s Levels:​ Understand 
Webb’s DOK:​ 2 
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Engaging Scenario 
 

Engaging Scenario  
 

 
One example of a geometric shape project would be to combine circles, squares, triangles, 
rectangles, and ovals to create a complex object.  Students will draw and cut out several 
geometric shapes and arrange them to make a robot.  Once shapes have been arranged, 
students will glue them down and add details with metallic paper and marker.  
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Topic 1: Color 
Engaging Experience 1 

 
Title:​ Color Mixing Challenge 
Suggested Length of Time:​ 50 minutes 
Standards Addressed 

Priority​:  
● VA:Cr1A.1 Engage collaboratively in exploration and imaginative play with 

materials 
● VA:Cr2A.1 Explore uses of materials and tools to create works of art or design. 
● VA:Cr2B.1 Demonstrate safe and proper procedures for using materials, tools and 

equipment while making art. 
● VA:Cr3A.1 Use art vocabulary to describe choices while creating art 

Supporting​:  
● VA:Re7B.1 Compare images that represent the same object. 
● VA:Re8A.1 Interpret art by categorizing subject matter and identifying the 

characteristics of form. 
 

Detailed Description/Instructions:​ One way to provide students with an opportunity to 
experiment with mixing colors is to create a color mixing challenge. Students could work 
independently, in partners, or in groups. Students will use primary colors plus black and white to 
mix and create new colors. The teacher can review how to use primary colors to mix secondary 
colors, but can also introduce intermediate or tertiary colors as well as tints and shades before 
allowing students to experiment making new colors.  
Bloom’s Levels:​ Create 
Webb’s DOK:​ 4 
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Engaging Scenario 
 

Engaging Scenario  

 
One way to teach color mixing is to make Peter Max inspired Statue of Liberty Portraits. 
Students can begin by looking at artwork by Peter Max and identifying the colors he uses in 
his paintings. The teacher can model how to mix primary colors to create secondary colors, but 
also how to create tints by adding white or how to create intermediate/tertiary colors by mixing 
a primary and secondary. Students can experiment with mixing while painting the background. 
During the next class period, students can complete a draw-along of the State of Liberty with 
the teacher with black oil pastel, then repeat the process of mixing colors to fill in the shapes 
with contrasting mixed colors.  
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Topic 1: Exploring Textures 
Engaging Experience 1 
Title:​ Exploring Textures 
Suggested Length of Time:​ 10-15 minutes 
Standards Addressed 

Priority​:  
● VA:Cr1A.1 Engage collaboratively in exploration and imaginative play with 

materials 
● VA:Cr2A.1 Explore uses of materials and tools to create works of art or design. 
● VA:Cr2B.1 Demonstrate safe and proper procedures for using materials, tools and 

equipment while making art. 
● VA:Cr3A.1 Use art vocabulary to describe choices while creating art 

Supporting​:  
● VA:Re7B.1 Compare images that represent the same object. 
● VA:Re8A.1 Interpret art by categorizing subject matter and identifying the 

characteristics of form. 
 

Detailed Description/Instructions:​ One way to explore texture is to place textured objects into 
bags or boxes. Students can reach into the bag to feel the object, then use texture words to 
describe how the objects feel. This activity can be done as a whole group, in small groups, or in 
partners.  
Bloom’s Levels:​ Apply 
Webb’s DOK:​ 2 
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Engaging Scenario 
 

Engaging Scenario  

 
One project you could do to show texture is to create a textured snail. Students can complete a 
draw-along of a snail with a spiral shell, then divide the shell into sections. Students can place 
textured rubbing plates or other texture objects under their papers and complete a rubbing of 
the texture with crayons. Students can create a variety of different textures in various colors, 
then do a watercolor wash over the textures to emphasize them.  
 

 
 
 
 

Topic 1: Making and Using Form 
Engaging Experience 1 
Title:​ 2D vs. 3D 
Suggested Length of Time:​ 10 minutes 
Standards Addressed 

Priority​:  
● VA:Cr1A.1 Engage collaboratively in exploration and imaginative play with 

materials 
● VA:Cr2A.1 Explore uses of materials and tools to create works of art or design. 
● VA:Cr2B.1 Demonstrate safe and proper procedures for using materials, tools and 

equipment while making art. 
● VA:Cr3A.1 Use art vocabulary to describe choices while creating art 
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Supporting​:  
● VA:Re7B.1 Compare images that represent the same object. 
● VA:Re8A.1 Interpret art by categorizing subject matter and identifying the 

characteristics of form. 
 

Detailed Description/Instructions:  
One way to do this would be to prepare a warm-up activity showing students two dimensional 
works of art and three dimensional works of art. Have students compare/contrast the difference 
between  2D/3D. 
Bloom’s Levels:​ Understand 
Webb’s DOK:​ 1 
 
 
 

Engaging Scenario 
 

Engaging Scenario  

 
One way to teach form is to create a 3D swan. Students can work alongside the teacher to 
create a sphere, then alter it into a pinch pot. Students can learn how to make slabs and cut out 
semi-circles and a triangle to make wings and a tail. Students can create a coil for the neck and 
head of the swan, then pinch the end into a beak.  
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Unit 2: Historical and Cultural Connections 
Subject​: Visual Arts  
Grade​: First Grade  
Name of Unit​: Historical and Cultural Connection 
Length of Unit​: 10-12 weeks 
Overview of Unit​: Create learning experiences which focus on one or more Western ​as well as 
one or more non-Western artists, movements, and/or cultures. 
 
Priority Standards for unit​: 

● VA:Cr1B.1 Use observation and investigation in preparation for making a work of art. 
● VA:Cr2A.1 Explore uses of materials and tools to create works of art or design. 
● VA:Pr4A.1 Explain why some objects, artifacts and artwork are valued over others 
● VA:Cn11A.1 Understand that people from different places and times have made art for a 

variety of reasons 
 

Supporting Standards for unit​: 
● VA:Cr1A.1 Engage collaboratively in exploration and imaginative play with materials. 
● VA:Cr2B.1 Demonstrate safe and proper procedures for using materials, tools and 

equipment while making art. 
● VA:Cr2C.1 Identify and classify uses of everyday objects through drawings, diagrams, 

sculptures, or other visual means. 
● VA:Cr3A.1 Use art vocabulary to describe choices while creating art. 
● VA:Re7B.1 Compare images that represent the same object 
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Unwrapped Concepts 
(Students need to know) 

Unwrapped Skills 
(Students need to be able to 

do) 
Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Levels Webb's DOK 
observation and 
investigation in preparation 
for making a work of art. Use Apply 2 
uses of materials and tools 
to create works of art or 
design. Explore Apply 2 
why some objects, artifacts 
and artwork are valued over 
others Explain Understand 3 
that people from different 
places and times have made 
art for a variety of reasons 

 Understand Understand 1 
 
 
Essential Questions​: 

1. How does art reflect or influence history and/or culture? 
 
Enduring Understanding/Big Ideas​: 

1. People around the world create many types of art 
 
Unit Vocabulary: 

Academic Cross-Curricular Words Content/Domain Specific 

 Depending on examples chosen, vocabulary 
could include but is not limited to: 

Names of artists 
Names of places and/or countries 

Names of cultures 
Names of art movements 

Types of artwork (functional, non-objective, 
abstract, realistic) 

Subject of artwork (portrait, landscape, 
cityscape, seascape, still life) 
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Resources for Vocabulary Development: 
 

The Cat and the Bird: A Children’s Book Inspired by Paul Klee  by Geraldine Elschner 
and Peggy Nille 
 

Henri’s Scissors​ by Jeanette Winter 

Roberto the Insect Architect by Nina Laden 

Iggy Peck, Architect 
b​y​ ​Andrea Beaty​ and​ ​David Roberts 
Snail Trail by Jo Saxton 

T​he Art of Freedom: How Artists See America  by Bob Raczka 

Just Behave, Pablo Picasso!  by Johan Winter 

Emily’s Blue Period  by Cathleen Daly 

Keith Haring The Boy Who Just Kept Drawing 

The Noisy Paintbox: The Colours and Sounds of Kandinsky’s Abstract Art – Barb 
Rosenstock 

The Fantastic Jungles of Henri Rousseau​ by Michelle Markel 

My Name Is Georgia​ by Jeanette Winter 

Leonardo and the Flying Boy  

The Noisy Paint Box: The Colors and Sounds of Kandinsky's Abstract Art by​ Barb 
Rosenstock 

Cloth Lullaby: The Woven Life of Louise Bourgeois 
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https://aax-us-east.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/Qkr8Jm-qfDVwXjGeMeYuC5sAAAFhmxFN2QEAAAFKAUJZT8w/https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/3791370995/ref=as_at/?imprToken=oWJ4qDhF7lbIO44LVkV8JA&slotNum=6&ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=3791370995&linkCode=w61&tag=melitaylonli-20
https://aax-us-east.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/Qkr8Jm-qfDVwXjGeMeYuC5sAAAFhmxFN2QEAAAFKAUJZT8w/https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/3791370995/ref=as_at/?imprToken=oWJ4qDhF7lbIO44LVkV8JA&slotNum=6&ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=3791370995&linkCode=w61&tag=melitaylonli-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1442464844/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1442464844&linkCode=as2&tag=fantfunandlea-20&linkId=YBTBCTLZDSA2UVYR
http://amzn.to/2osXbwf
https://www.amazon.com/Iggy-Peck-Architect-Andrea-Beaty/dp/081091106X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1518725667&sr=8-1&keywords=iggy+peck+architect
https://www.amazon.com/Andrea-Beaty/e/B001JRVRLO/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1518725667&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Andrea-Beaty/e/B001JRVRLO/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1518725667&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/David-Roberts/e/B0799MT64Q/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1518725667&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/David-Roberts/e/B0799MT64Q/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1518725667&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1847804233/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1847804233&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=AAK7UOEUMEWFJ6CN
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1580138810/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1580138810&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=GOUD6NV5JNQWQKXY
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1580138810/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1580138810&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=GOUD6NV5JNQWQKXY
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0545132916/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0545132916&linkCode=as2&tag=notifoflca-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0545132916/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0545132916&linkCode=as2&tag=notifoflca-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1596434694/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1596434694&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=27VKR5QNGZZXGOBP
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1596434694/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1596434694&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=27VKR5QNGZZXGOBP
https://www.amazon.com/Keith-Haring-Just-Kept-Drawing/dp/0525428194/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1518725861&sr=8-1&keywords=keith+haring+the+boy+who+just+kept+drawing
http://amzn.to/21k7H1O
http://amzn.to/21k7H1O
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0802853641/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0802853641&linkCode=as2&tag=cislowedo-20&linkId=PC2VXNXMXTLCDP3N
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/015204597X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=015204597X&linkCode=as2&tag=cislowedo-20&linkId=PWVUMLWC7QY2CLPO
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0764138510/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0764138510&linkCode=as2&tag=cislowedo-20&linkId=3H7QPRWVMCL5QVIE
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0764138510/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0764138510&linkCode=as2&tag=cislowedo-20&linkId=3H7QPRWVMCL5QVIE
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0764138510/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0764138510&linkCode=as2&tag=cislowedo-20&linkId=3H7QPRWVMCL5QVIE
https://www.amazon.com/Barb-Rosenstock/e/B003ECSCII/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Barb-Rosenstock/e/B003ECSCII/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


Sandy's Circus: A Story About Alexander Calder by​ Tanya Lee Stone 

Hundertwasser for Kids: Harvesting Dreams by​ Barbara Stieff  

The Magical Tree: A Children's Book Inspired by Gustav Klimt by​ Myriam Ouyessa​d 

Vincent Can't Sleep: Van Gogh Paints the Night Sk​y by​ ​Barb Rosenstock 

Journey on a Cloud: A Children's Book Inspired by Marc Chagall​ by Veronique 
Massenot 

Everybody Bonjours!  by Leslie Kimmelman 

Journey on a Cloud: A Children's Book Inspired by Marc Chagall 

Dia de Los Muertos by​ Roseanne Greenfield Thong 

Brush of the Gods​ by Lenore Look 

Ganesha’s Sweet Tooth  by Sanjay Patel and Emily Haynes 

ABeCedarios: Mexican Folk Art ABCs in English and Spanish  

Golden Domes and Silver Lanterns; A Muslim Book Of Colors​ by Hena Khan 

Tap Tap​ by Karen Lynn Williams 

D is for Dancing Dragon: A China Alphabet by Carol Crane 
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https://www.amazon.com/Tanya-Lee-Stone/e/B000APN412/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Barbara-Stieff/e/B006GR5FYW/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Myriam-Ouyessad/e/B0086GIVGU/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Vincent-Cant-Sleep-Paints-Night/dp/1101937106/ref=pd_sim_14_14?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1101937106&pd_rd_r=Z14WNQ7GB36KHAFE9Z48&pd_rd_w=nu1Fe&pd_rd_wg=TBPZz&psc=1&refRID=Z14WNQ7GB36KHAFE9Z48
https://www.amazon.com/Barb-Rosenstock/e/B074S4FXSX/ref=pd_sim_14_bl_14?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1101937106&pd_rd_r=Z14WNQ7GB36KHAFE9Z48&pd_rd_w=nu1Fe&pd_rd_wg=TBPZz&refRID=Z14WNQ7GB36KHAFE9Z48
https://www.amazon.com/Barb-Rosenstock/e/B074S4FXSX/ref=pd_sim_14_bl_14?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1101937106&pd_rd_r=Z14WNQ7GB36KHAFE9Z48&pd_rd_w=nu1Fe&pd_rd_wg=TBPZz&refRID=Z14WNQ7GB36KHAFE9Z48
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-Cloud-Childrens-Inspired-Chagall/dp/379137057X/ref=pd_sim_14_30?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=379137057X&pd_rd_r=Z14WNQ7GB36KHAFE9Z48&pd_rd_w=nu1Fe&pd_rd_wg=TBPZz&psc=1&refRID=Z14WNQ7GB36KHAFE9Z48
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0375844430/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0375844430&linkCode=as2&tag=notifoflca-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0375844430/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0375844430&linkCode=as2&tag=notifoflca-20
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Roseanne+Greenfield+Thong&search-alias=books&field-author=Roseanne+Greenfield+Thong&sort=relevancerank
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0375870016/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0375870016&linkCode=as2&tag=jinxatron-20&linkId=323XDPOBB7JS6EE7
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1452103623/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1452103623&linkCode=as2&tag=notifoflca-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1452103623/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1452103623&linkCode=as2&tag=notifoflca-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1933693134?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1933693134
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1933693134?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1933693134
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1933693134?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1933693134
http://amzn.to/2lIzfSJ
https://rstyle.me/n/cwm36wxb9w
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1585364738?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1585364738
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1585364738?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1585364738


Up and Down the Andes (Travel the World) by​ Laurie Krebs​  (Author 

Spirit of the Cedar People (with CD) by​ Chief Lelooska​ (Author),​​ Christine Normandin 
(Editor) 

Stories from the Billabong 
 

Echoes of the Elders: The Stories and Paintings of Chief Lelooska with CD by​ Lelooska 
(Author, Illustrator),​​ Christine Normandin​ (Editor) 

All Aboard for the Bobo Road​ by Stephen Davies 

New Year​ by Rich Lo 

Frida (English Language Edition) 
by​ Jonah Winter​ and Ana Juan 

Radiant Child​ by Javaka Steptoe 

Learn the Alphabet with NorthWest Coast Native Art​ by Ryan Cranmer 
 

A Splash of Red: The Life and Art of Horace Pippin  

The Year with Grandma Moses by W. Nikola-Lisa 

The Great Wave: A Children's Book Inspired by Hokusai 
Veronique Massenot 
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https://www.amazon.com/Laurie-Krebs/e/B001JP4I44/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Chief+Lelooska&search-alias=books&field-author=Chief+Lelooska&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=Christine+Normandin&search-alias=books&field-author=Christine+Normandin&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/Stories-Billabong-James-Vance-Marshall/dp/1847801242
https://www.amazon.com/Stories-Billabong-James-Vance-Marshall/dp/1847801242
https://www.amazon.com/Lelooska/e/B001KHAYBW/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=Christine+Normandin&search-alias=books&field-author=Christine+Normandin&sort=relevancerank
https://growingbookbybook.com/product/1512415987/US/groboobyboo-20/
https://growingbookbybook.com/product/1510707239/US/groboobyboo-20/
https://www.amazon.com/Frida-English-Language-Jonah-Winter/dp/0590203207/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518726057&sr=1-3&keywords=frida
https://www.amazon.com/Jonah-Winter/e/B001H6MHHU/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_3?qid=1518726057&sr=1-3
https://growingbookbybook.com/product/0316213888/US/groboobyboo-20/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1554761646/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1554761646
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0375867120/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0375867120&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=ZKTZIOK37FWC7KOI
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0375867120/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0375867120&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=ZKTZIOK37FWC7KOI
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0375867120/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0375867120&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=ZKTZIOK37FWC7KOI
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0805062432/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0805062432&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=L2Q7HSXV5554XRAL
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0805062432/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0805062432&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=L2Q7HSXV5554XRAL
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Wave-Childrens-Inspired-Hokusai/dp/3791370588/ref=pd_sim_14_10?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=3791370588&pd_rd_r=Z14WNQ7GB36KHAFE9Z48&pd_rd_w=nu1Fe&pd_rd_wg=TBPZz&psc=1&refRID=Z14WNQ7GB36KHAFE9Z48


We're Sailing Down the Nile by 
Laurie Krebs 
 

Diego Rivera: His World and Ours by​ Duncan Tonatiuh 

The Beckoning Cat by​ Koko Nishizuka 

The Magic of Spider Woman 

By Lois Duncan 

The Magic Bean Tree: A Legend from Argentina by​ Nancy Van Laan​  (Author),​​ Beatriz 
Vidal​ (Illustrator) 

Finders Keepers? A True Story in India​ by Robert Arnett and Smita Turakhia 

My Hands Sing the Blues: Romare Bearden's Childhood Journey by  Jeanne 
Walker Harvey 

A Splash of Red: The Life and Art of Horace Pippin​ by Jen Bryant 
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https://www.amazon.com/Laurie-Krebs/e/B001JP4I44/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Laurie-Krebs/e/B001JP4I44/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Duncan-Tonatiuh/e/B00356FKSI/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Koko-Nishizuka/e/B001JSB4H0/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Magic-Spider-Woman-Lois-Duncan/dp/0590461559
https://www.amazon.com/Nancy-Van-Laan/e/B000APA6HM/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=Beatriz+Vidal&search-alias=books&field-author=Beatriz+Vidal&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=Beatriz+Vidal&search-alias=books&field-author=Beatriz+Vidal&sort=relevancerank
http://amzn.to/2jRt5xG
https://www.amazon.com/Jeanne-Walker-Harvey/e/B0052HDAYE/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Jeanne-Walker-Harvey/e/B0052HDAYE/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0375867120/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0375867120&linkCode=as2&tag=fantfunandlea-20&linkId=TG65O6K6PSTG2GL6


 

Topic 1: Western 
 
Engaging Experience 1 
Title:​ Introducing a Western artist, movement, and/or culture. 
Suggested Length of Time:​ 2- 4 weeks 
Standards Addressed 

Priority​: 
● VA:Cr1B.1 Use observation and investigation in preparation for making a work of art. 
● VA:Cr2A.1 Explore uses of materials and tools to create works of art or design. 
● VA:Pr4A.1 Explain why some objects, artifacts and artwork are valued over others 
● VA:Cn11A.1 Understand that people from different places and times have made art for a 

variety of reasons 
Supporting​: 

● VA:Cr1A.1 Engage collaboratively in exploration and imaginative play with materials. 
● VA:Cr2B.1 Demonstrate safe and proper procedures for using materials, tools and 

equipment while making art. 
● VA:Cr2C.1 Identify and classify uses of everyday objects through drawings, diagrams, 

sculptures, or other visual means. 
● VA:Cr3A.1 Use art vocabulary to describe choices while creating art. 
● VA:Re7B.1 Compare images that represent the same object 

 
Detailed Description/Instructions:​ One way you could introduce a Western artwork, artist, 
movement, or culture would be to watch a video on the topic. The video ​Dropping In On Picasso 
outlines the life and work of Pablo Picasso. 
Bloom’s Levels:​ Remember 
Webb’s DOK:​ 1 
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Engaging Scenario 
 

Engaging Scenario 
 

 
 
One example of a project would be Pablo Picasso’s Blue Guitar.  Students will critique 
Picasso’s guitar artworks.  They will then create a guitar body using cool colored paint. When 
the paint is dry, the neck of the guitar and other details can be created with various collage 
materials.  Finally, guitar strings can be added with white paint. 
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Topic 2: Non-Western 
Engaging Experience 1 
Title:​ Introducing a non-Western artist, movement, and/or culture. 
Suggested Length of Time:​ 2-4 weeks 
Standards Addressed 

Priority​: 
● VA:Cr1B.1 Use observation and investigation in preparation for making a work of art. 
● VA:Cr2A.1 Explore uses of materials and tools to create works of art or design. 
● VA:Pr4A.1 Explain why some objects, artifacts and artwork are valued over others 
● VA:Cn11A.1 Understand that people from different places and times have made art for a 

variety of reasons 
●  

Supporting​: 
● VA:Cr1A.1 Engage collaboratively in exploration and imaginative play with materials. 
● VA:Cr2B.1 Demonstrate safe and proper procedures for using materials, tools and 

equipment while making art. 
● VA:Cr2C.1 Identify and classify uses of everyday objects through drawings, diagrams, 

sculptures, or other visual means. 
● VA:Cr3A.1 Use art vocabulary to describe choices while creating art. 
● VA:Re7B.1 Compare images that represent the same object 

Detailed Description/Instructions:​ One way you could introduce a non-Western artwork, artist, 
movement, or culture would be to read a book on the topic. The books Echoes of the Elders and 
Spirit of the Cedar People by Chief Lelooska are examples.  
Bloom’s Levels:​ Remember 
Webb’s DOK:​ 1 
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Engaging Scenario 
 

Engaging Scenario 

 

One way you could teach a non-Western artist, artwork, movement, or culture is to complete a 
bear mask in the style of Northwest Coast Native Americans. Students could learn about the 
history of the culture by reading and/or listening to stories of Native American myths and 
legends. The books Echoes of the Elders and Spirit of the Cedar People by Chief Lelooska are 
resources that can be used. Students can use basic shapes and lines to draw the mask with 
characteristics seen in the illustrations. Next, students can use colors characteristic of the 
illustrations to paint the mask. Additional details can be added. 

 
  

BOE First Read: June 25, 2020 24​ | ​Page 



 

Unit 3: Exploration 
Subject​: Visual Art 
Grade​:1st Grade 
Name of Unit​: Exploration  
Length of Unit​: 10-12 weeks 
Overview of Unit​: Students will experiment with art materials and approaches to art-making. 
 
Priority Standards for unit​: 

● VA:Cr1A.1 Engage collaboratively in exploration and imaginative play with materials. 
● VA:Cr2A.1 Explore uses of materials and tools to create works of art or design. 
● VA:Cr3A.1 Use art vocabulary to describe choices while creating art. 
● VA:Re9A.1 Classify artwork based on different reasons for preferences. 

 
Supporting Standards for unit​: 

● VA:Pr5A.1 Ask and answer questions such as where, when, why and how artwork should 
be prepared for presentations or preservation 

● VA:Pr6A.1 Identify the roles and responsibilities of people who work in and visit 
museums and other art venues 

● VA:Re7A.1 Select and describe works of art that illustrate daily life experiences of one’s 
self and others. 

● VA:Cn10A.1 Identify times, places and reasons by which students make art outside of 
school. 

 

Unwrapped Concepts 
(Students need to know) 

Unwrapped Skills 
(Students need to be able to 

do) 
Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Levels Webb's DOK 
in exploration and 
imaginative play with 
materials. Engage collaboratively Apply 2 
uses of materials and tools 
to create works of art or 
design. Explore Understand 4 
art vocabulary to describe 
choices while creating art. 

 Use Apply 2 
artwork based on different 
reasons for preferences. 

 Classify Evaluate 3 
 
Essential Questions​: 
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1. Where do artists get ideas? 
 
Enduring Understanding/Big Ideas​: 

1. Artists can be inspired by schema, materials, and other artists. 
 
Unit Vocabulary: 

Academic Cross-Curricular Words Content/Domain Specific 

 Depending on examples chosen, vocabulary 
could include but is not limited to: 

 
2D, 3D, Sculpture, Collage, Watercolor, 
Tempera, Assemblage, Relief sculpture, 

Fibers, Weaving, Ceramic, Coil, Pinch-pot, 
Slab, Printmaking, Digital, Drawing 

 
Types of artwork (functional, non-objective, 

abstract, realistic) 
Subject of artwork (portrait, landscape, 

cityscape, seascape, still life) 

 
Resources for Vocabulary Development: 

The Most Magnificent Thing​ by Ashley Spires 

Gizmo​, written by Barry Varela and drawn by Ed Briant 
 

The Pencil​, written by Alan Ahlberg and illustrated by Bruce Ingman 

Metal Man​ by Aaron Reynolds, illustrated by Paul Hoppe 

What Do You Do With an Idea? 
by​ Kobi Yamada​ and Mae Besom 
 

Rosie Revere, Engineer 
by​ Andrea Beaty​ and David Roberts 
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http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1554537045/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1554537045&linkCode=as2&tag=jinxatron-20&linkId=IRZSNEUHJFOR3WWP
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1596431156/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1596431156&linkCode=as2&tag=jinxatron-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0763660884/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0763660884&linkCode=as2&tag=jinxatron-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005K5MD28/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B005K5MD28&linkCode=as2&tag=jinxatron-20
https://www.amazon.com/What-Do-You-Idea/dp/1938298071/ref=sr_1_7?ie=UTF8&qid=1518725757&sr=8-7&keywords=rosie+revere+engineer
https://www.amazon.com/Kobi-Yamada/e/B00MC0MIB0/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_7?qid=1518725757&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.com/Rosie-Revere-Engineer-Andrea-Beaty/dp/1419708457/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1518725757&sr=8-1&keywords=rosie+revere+engineer
https://www.amazon.com/Andrea-Beaty/e/B001JRVRLO/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1518725757&sr=8-1


STEAM Kids: 50+ Science / Technology / Engineering / Art / Math Hands-On Projects 
for Kids 

Too Much Glue  by Jason Lefebvre 

Just Like Me 

A Little Bit of Oomph!  by Barney Saltzberg 

An ABC of What Art Can Be  by Meher McArthu 

The Girl Who Heard Colors 
Marie Harris 
 

The Book of Mistakes 
by​ ​Corinna Luyken 
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https://www.amazon.com/STEAM-Kids-Technology-Engineering-Hands-/dp/1537372041/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1473781391&sr=8-1&keywords=steam+kids&linkCode=sl1&tag=wdwdad-20&linkId=2db3f18a131f0e92b74273dfd9da5dce
https://www.amazon.com/STEAM-Kids-Technology-Engineering-Hands-/dp/1537372041/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1473781391&sr=8-1&keywords=steam+kids&linkCode=sl1&tag=wdwdad-20&linkId=2db3f18a131f0e92b74273dfd9da5dce
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1936261278/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1936261278&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=LNQO6A7CLQTR7SVR
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1936261278/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1936261278&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=LNQO6A7CLQTR7SVR
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Like-Me-Tomie-Arai/dp/0892392770/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518729584&sr=1-2&keywords=just+like+me+book
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0761177442/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0761177442&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=FGD2TC474QWIE6UD
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0761177442/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0761177442&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=FGD2TC474QWIE6UD
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/089236999X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=089236999X&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=6CGTVYZBIM3OJI44
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/089236999X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=089236999X&linkCode=as2&tag=vivid0e0-20&linkId=6CGTVYZBIM3OJI44
https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Who-Heard-Colors/dp/0399256431/ref=pd_sim_14_98?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0399256431&pd_rd_r=Z14WNQ7GB36KHAFE9Z48&pd_rd_w=nu1Fe&pd_rd_wg=TBPZz&psc=1&refRID=Z14WNQ7GB36KHAFE9Z48
https://www.amazon.com/Marie-Harris/e/B001K8AOQQ/ref=pd_sim_14_bl_98?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0399256431&pd_rd_r=Z14WNQ7GB36KHAFE9Z48&pd_rd_w=nu1Fe&pd_rd_wg=TBPZz&refRID=Z14WNQ7GB36KHAFE9Z48
https://www.amazon.com/Marie-Harris/e/B001K8AOQQ/ref=pd_sim_14_bl_98?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0399256431&pd_rd_r=Z14WNQ7GB36KHAFE9Z48&pd_rd_w=nu1Fe&pd_rd_wg=TBPZz&refRID=Z14WNQ7GB36KHAFE9Z48
https://www.amazon.com/Book-Mistakes-Corinna-Luyken/dp/0735227926/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518791245&sr=1-3&keywords=the+book+of+mistakes


Topic 1: Exploration of Art 
Engaging Experience 1 
Title:​ STEAM 
Suggested Length of Time:​ 20-50 minutes 
Standards Addressed 

Priority​:  
● VA:Cr1A.1 Engage collaboratively in exploration and imaginative play with 

materials. 
● VA:Cr2A.1 Explore uses of materials and tools to create works of art or design. 
● VA:Cr3A.1 Use art vocabulary to describe choices while creating art. 
● VA:Re9A.1 Classify artwork based on different reasons for preferences.v 

Supporting​:  
● VA:Pr5A.1 Ask and answer questions such as where, when, why and how 

artwork should be prepared for presentations or preservation 
● VA:Pr6A.1 Identify the roles and responsibilities of people who work in and visit 

museums and other art venues 
● VA:Re7A.1 Select and describe works of art that illustrate daily life experiences 

of one’s self and others. 
● VA:Cn10A.1 Identify times, places and reasons by which students make art 

outside of school. 
Detailed Description/Instructions:  
Students will be given a collection of objects and work as a team to create the tallest structure. 
Supplies could include pipe cleaners, plastic cups, toothpicks, popsicle sticks, clothespins, etc.  

 
Bloom’s Levels:​ Create; ​Webb’s DOK:​ 4 
 
Engaging Experience 2 
Title:​ Stations 
Suggested Length of Time:​ 50 minutes 
Standards Addressed 

Priority​:  
● VA:Cr1A.1 Engage collaboratively in exploration and imaginative play with 

materials. 
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● VA:Cr2A.1 Explore uses of materials and tools to create works of art or design. 
● VA:Cr3A.1 Use art vocabulary to describe choices while creating art. 
● VA:Re9A.1 Classify artwork based on different reasons for preferences.v 

Supporting​:  
● VA:Pr5A.1 Ask and answer questions such as where, when, why and how 

artwork should be prepared for presentations or preservation 
● VA:Pr6A.1 Identify the roles and responsibilities of people who work in and visit 

museums and other art venues 
● VA:Re7A.1 Select and describe works of art that illustrate daily life experiences 

of one’s self and others. 
● VA:Cn10A.1 Identify times, places and reasons by which students make art 

outside of school. 
Detailed Description/Instructions:  
One way you could provide exploration, experimentation, and collaboration is through art 
stations. You could begin by making time lapse videos of a variety of stations: clay, paint, 
printmaking, collage, drawing, technology etc. In the videos, demonstrate various ways to use 
the materials (try to focus on techniques that students have used before), but also emphasize that 
students do not HAVE to copy the demonstration. You could attribute themes to the stations. 
 
Clay: Pinch pot animals 
Painting: Habitat landscape: students can use iPads to find photo references of jungle, tundra, 
rainforest, etc. 
Sculpture: Use found materials to create an animal sculpture (cardboard, painted papers, straws, 
etc.)  
Technology: Use the Art Set app on the iPads to make a digital drawing of insects 
Collage: Use paint samples (from Home Depot, Lowe’s, etc.) to create a symmetrical mosaic of a 
butterfly or moth. 
Drawing: Draw an underwater scene - use iPad for marine life photo references 
 
 
Bloom’s Levels:​ Create; ​Webb’s DOK:​ 4 
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Engaging Scenario 
 

Engaging Scenario  
 

 
One project that could be used to encourage exploration of art materials is to create an 
assemblage of materials in color wheel order. Students could cut out a rainbow template and 
attach various materials in color wheel order. Materials could include but are not limited to: 
magazine pictures, paint sample cards, pom-poms, buttons, sequins, pipe-cleaners, glitter, 
fabric scraps, paper scraps, etc.  
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Unit of Study Terminology 
  
Appendices​:​ All Appendices and supporting material can be found in this course’s shell course in the 
District’s Learning Management System. 
  
Assessment Leveling Guide:​ A tool to use when writing assessments in order to maintain the appropriate 
level of rigor that matches the standard. 
  
Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings:​ Foundational understandings teachers want students to be able to 
discover and state in their own words by the end of the unit of study. These are answers to the essential 
questions. 
  
Engaging Experience:​ ​Each topic is broken into a list of engaging experiences for students. These 
experiences are aligned to priority and supporting standards, thus stating what students should be able to 
do. An example of an engaging experience is provided in the description, but a teacher has the autonomy 
to substitute one of their own that aligns to the level of rigor stated in the standards. 
  
Engaging Scenario:​ This is a culminating activity in which students are given a role, situation, challenge, 
audience, and a product or performance is specified. Each unit contains an example of an engaging 
scenario, but a teacher has the ability to substitute with the same intent in mind. 
  
Essential Questions:​ Engaging, open-ended questions that teachers can use to engage students in the 
learning. 
  
Priority Standards:​ What every student should know and be able to do. These were chosen because of 
their necessity for success in the next course, the state assessment, and life. 
  
Supporting Standards:​ Additional standards that support the learning within the unit. 
  
Topic:​ These are the main teaching points for the unit. Units can have anywhere from one topic to many, 
depending on the depth of the unit. 
  
Unit of Study:​ Series of learning experiences/related assessments based on designated priority standards 
and related supporting standards. 
  
Unit Vocabulary:​ Words students will encounter within the unit that are essential to understanding. 
Academic Cross-Curricular words (also called Tier 2 words) are those that can be found in multiple 
content areas, not just this one. Content/Domain Specific vocabulary words are those found specifically 
within the content. 
  
Symbols: 
This symbol depicts an experience that can be used to assess a student’s 21st Century Skills using the 
rubric provided by the district. 
 
This symbol depicts an experience that integrates professional skills, the development of professional 
communication, and/or the use of professional mentorships in authentic classroom learning activities. 
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