Town of Mashpee Town Clerk

16 Great Neck Road North
MA 02649
Phone # 508-539-1400 ext. 561
Fax # 508-539-2892
e-mail address mcsantos@ci.mashpee.ma.us

Date: April 9, 2021

Mashpee Town Hall
16 Great Neck Road North
Mashpee, MA 02649

In accordance with the Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 39, Section 23A-C, regarding
Massachusetts Open Meeting Law the:

School Committee-Business Meeting
give you notice that it will meet for the purpose of acting upon such business as may come before it.

Day and Date of Meeting: Wednesday, April 14, 2021

Time of Meeting: 5:30 PM

Place: In Person {(w/Remote Option):

Quashnet School Library, 150 Old Barnstable Rd, Mashpee MA 02649

To Join Zoom Meeting: https:iimpspk12-org.zoom.us!j/86782477927
Phone: 1669-900-9128 ; Meeting ID: 86782477927

Chairman: George Schmidt/ gkh

Windows will be closed and lights will be shut off after meeting.
Initials

**Please keep in mind that rooms are assigned on a first come, first serve basis. Therefore, it is imperative that you notify
this office as quickly as possible to reserve your meeting room.

Except in an emergency, a notice of every meeting of any governmental body shall be filed with the clerk of the city or
town in which the body acts, and the notice or a copy thereof shall, at least forty-eight hours, including Saturdays but not
Sundays and legal holidays, prior to such meeting, be publicly posted in the office of such clerk or on the principal official
bulletin board of such city or town.




MASHPEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
School Committee Business Meeting
Quashnet School Library, 450 Old Barnstable Rd., Mashpee MA 02649
April 14, 2021 at 5:30 PM {IN-PERSON)
Option for Remote~Zoom Meeting: hitps:i'mpspk12-org.zoom.us//8678247T927
Phone: 1 669-900-9128; Meeting ID: 86782477927
Agenda"

Mission and Vision for the Mashpee Public Schools
The mission of the Mashpee Public Schools is to ensure a comprehensive program of academic rigor, scope, and depth to prepare all students to be college and
career ready and fo value service to olhers. The vision of the Mashpee Public Schools is that every sludent, every day, is safe, respected, and ensured to
achieve excellence in a personalized leaming environment that includes quality teaching, small class sizes, and the use of technology.

Item # Time Agenda ltem
1 5:30 PM | Call Regular Meeting to Order/Pledge of Allegiance

2 5:32 *Ratify agenda of April 14, 2021
Note: Any questions posed by individual School Committee members in advance of this meeting and responses thereto are posted on the
District's website (*School Committee Packets” and on the “Finance” page)

5:33  |Student Representative- Skyla Rimple

5:43  |Representative from the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe

5:53  |District Nurse Coordinator- COVID 19 Update
¢  Data Dashboard (p. 1)

e Asymplomalic Pooled Tesling

& Vaccination- update for MPS Staff

¢ 6:03  |Director of Special Education- Annual Presentation (Dr. Jaime Curley)
7 6:13 Public Comment

8 6:23  [*Consent molion: Approval of Minutes

9 6:25  [*Approval of Minutes of March 17, 2021 (p. 2-5)

10 6:28 | Report of the Superintendent

s School Year 20-21 Update (District/Schools}) (p. 6-9)

e Recognitions/Acknowledgements

o Administrator Share-Outs (Principals, Matt Triveri, Consuelo Carroll}

¢ Superintendent presentation--Update on 20-21 goals (progress, evaluation timeline and process){p. 10}

1 7:15  |Report of the Director of Finance (p. 11-37)

e Update on FY2021

e  COVID-19 Expenditures Update and Funding Sources
¢  Food Services Update

12 7:30  [Subcommittees/Warking Groups

13 7:35 | Specifically Assigned/Unfinished Business
»  Timely and relevant communication with school committee

o MCAS letters--state and federal level {p. 38-47)
e  Update--Racial Equity Workshop for School Committee
e Town Meeting--Monday, May 3 (7:00 PM at MMHS--tents)
+  Town Election--Quashnet School, Saturday, May 8
14 7:45 New Business
e 2021 MAGNA Award
15 8:00 ltems the Chair did not reasonably know in advance (Other)
16 8:05 Public Comment
17 8:10 "Adjournment

*Vote Required **The listing of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the Chair which may be discussed at the
meeting. Not all items listed may be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion.




MASHPEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

COVID-19 DATA DASHBOARD Through April 5, 2021
As of the above date, there has been no in-school transmission of the COVID-19 virus.

MPS Students/Staff who have tested Positive for COVID-19 and the impact thereof
MMHS | QUASHNET | COOMBS DISTRICT TOTAL STUDENT STAFF CLOSE
POSITIVE | POSITIVE | POSITIVE POSITIVE POSITIVE CLOSE CONTACTS*
CASES CASES CASES CASES CASES CONTACTS*
ISTUDENTS (TOTAL) 53 Kx] 7 0 13 206 29
September - - - NIA - - -
October 2 1 - N/A 3 18 1
November 2 2 4 NiA 8 35 6
December 10 3 9 NIA 22 21 2
Lanuary 17 10 8 NIA 35 88 15
February 1 8 3 N/A 22 8 1
March 9 7 3 N/A 19 32 4
April 2 2 - NfA 4 1 0
TAFF {TOTAL) 3 ] 4 4 22 7 13
September - . - - - - -
October - - - - - - -
November - - - - - - -
December 3 - - 3 6 - 7
anuary 1 1 2 - 4 2 2
February 4 1 - 5 3 3
March 4 1 1 1 7 2 1
ril - - - - - - -
TOTAL (Students/Staff} 61 39 ki 4 135 213 42
*Qur ¢lose contacts include family members (spouses, children, siblings) who attend school or work in the Mashpee Public Schools.
MPS Students who have tested Positive for COVID-19
100% In-Person Learners Hybrid Learners 100% Remote Learners
31 Falcons--30 | Mashpee--32 20
MPS POOLED TESTING PROGRAM RESULTS

Click here: Daily symptom checklist
State of Massachusetts COVID-13 Vaccination Information

Health Office Data April March February January December | November
2021 2021 2021 2021 2020 2020
17 days 22 days 15 days 18 days 16 days 14 days
Total number of COVID-19 PCR fest results received 185 142 238 141 137
Health office visits 1,171; 407 697;244 743,270 626, 271 655; 220
students sludents students students students
Number of students returned to class 1,104 637 696 590 595
Number of students dismissed due to non-emergency/non 36 35 20 14 20
COVID-like ilness
Number of students dismissed for COVID-like illness 26 23 27 21 26
Number of students dismissed due fo injury 5 2 0 1 3
Number of parent communications {iliness, flu vaccine, 1,106 917 1,326 1,493 908
health-related)
Flu vaccination update: DPH no longer requires all students 1,152 1,152 1,147 1091 888
to receive the flu vaccination by 2/28/21; however, they do 341 awaiting | 341 awaiting | 344 awaiting | 404 awaiting | 614 awaiting
icontinue to recommend it. documentation [documentation |documentation |documentation [documentation




MASHPEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 2021

Present: Nicole Bartlett, Vice Chairperson; Don Myers, Secretary; Geoff Gorman, Member; Cathy
Lewis, Member

Not Present: George Schmidt, Chairman

Also present: Patty DeBoer, Superintendent; Hope Hanscom, Assistant Superintendent; Ashley Lopes,
Business Manager

1.  Call meeting to order/Pledge of Allegiance
Mrs. Bartlett called the meeting to order at 5:30pm

2. *Ratify agenda of March 17, 2021
Note: Any questions posed by individual School Committee members in advance of this meeting and
responses thereto are posted on the District’s website (“Schogl Committee Packets” and on the
“Finance” page).
Mr. Myers made a motion, seconded by Mr. Gorman to ratify the agenda of March 17, 2021.
Roll Call Vote: In favor: Mrs, Lewis, Mr. Gorman, Mr. Myers, Mrs. Bartlett
Opposed: none

3.  Student Representative, Skyla Rimple
Skylar highlighted the MMHS happenings

4. Representative from the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe
Not present

5.  *Trip to Europe-April 2022
Mrs. Troyanos shared information about the upcoming 2022 trip to Europe.
Mr. Gorman approved the trip to Europe; seconded by Mrs. Lewis.
Roll Call Vote: In favor: Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Gorman, Mr. Myers, Mrs. Bartlett
Opposed: none

6.  District Nurse Coordinator - COVID 19 Update
U Data Dashboard
° Asymptomatic Pool Testing
° Vaccination plan for MPS staff
) Health Advisery Update
Nurse Stacey presented updated COVID 19 information

7. Public Comment
No Public Comments



10.

11.

Consent motion: Approval of Minutes
Mr. Gorman made a motion-to-make-a correctisnso the February 3 agenda, item #7, (not formatted
correctly) to read: Mr. Gorman made the motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Myers

Mrs. Bartlett made a motion, seconded by Mr. Myers to make corrections to the February 26, agenda
item #2 and item #3 (not formatted correctly) to read: Motion made by Mrs. Bartlett and seconded by
Mprs. Lewis and to correct the typo in #4-Adjournment, to read “the” instead of “to”
Roll Call Vote: In favor: Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Gorman, Mr. Myers, Mrs. Bartlett

Opposed: none

*Approval of Minutes of February 3, 2021 and February 26, 2021 (p. 3-6) - As edited -
Mr. Gorman made a motion, seconded Mr. Myers to approve the minutes of February 3, 2021 and
February 26, 2021 as edited and noted above in #8
Roll Call Vote: In favor: Mrs, Lewis, Mr. Gorman, Mr. Myers, Mrs. Bartlett
Opposed: None

Report of the Superintendent
School Year 20-21 Update (District/Schools), including proposed learning model changes and
implementation plan/timeline (p.7-12)
Mrs. DeBoer discussed learning plans and implementation schedules. Mrs. Bartlett thanked
administration for all the hard work and planning.
Recognitions/Acknowledgements
Mrs. DeBoer expressed appreciation for the partnership with the Tribe, the joyful experience with Dr.
Kelsey Simms and acknowledged Nurse Stacey who worked out the logistics for the vaccinations.
Administrator Share-Outs (Principals, Matt Triveri, Consuelo Carroll) (p. 12.-17)
Schoo! Administrators highlighted happenings in the schools
Proposed amendments to SY20-21 district calendar (see slide 9 of Implementation Plan)
Mrs. DeBoer shared the proposed amendments to the 2020-2021 district calendar to
include half days on March 26, April 2 and April 16.
Mr, Myers made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Lewis, to approve a change to the calendar to include half
days on March 26, April 2 and April 16.
Roll Call Vote: In favor, Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Gorman, Mr. Myers, Mrs. Bartlett

Opposed: None
Summer Learning Academy plans (p.18)
Mrs. DeBoer shared the proposed Summer Learning Academy and plans to get information out to
families.

Report of the Director of Finance (p. 19-45)

Update on FY2021

Ms. Lopes shared updates to FY2021 and expenditures

COVID-19 Expenditures Update

Ms. Lopes shared COVID 19 relief funding and expenditures update
Food Services update

Ms. Lopes shared Food Services revenue update



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Subcommittees/Working Groups

Outreach Working Group-Update on FY21 Family Opinion Survey (p. 46)

Mrs. DeBoer shared updates on the Family Opinion Survey 2020-2021. The survey is still

open for responses.

Finance Working Group Update

Mr. Gorman stated there were no new updates at this time from the Finance Working Group

Liaison Reports

Mr. Gorman, Finance Committee liaison, stated that he has not been meeting due to the budget process
Mrs. Bartlett, Wampanoag Tribal Council liaison, presented recent updates

Specifically Assigned/Unfinished Business
“Proclamation for the Arts (May not be needed-DESE has issued new guidance) (p 46-49)
Mr. Gorman made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Lewis, to indefinitely postpone the Proclamation for the Arts.
Roll Call Vote: In favor: Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Gorman, Mr. Myers and Mrs. Bartlett
Opposed: none

New Business
*Participating in School Choice for FY22 (p. 50)
Mrs. DeBoer addressed School Choice for FY22.
Mr. Gorman asked if a vote was required. Mrs. DeBoer stated a vote was only needed if Mashpee was
to pull out of School Choice. No vote necessary at this time.
Discussion of scheduling MPS-MWT Joint Meeting
Mrs. Bartlett previously shared her update in item #12, Liaison Reports
Discussion of Graduation - June 5 at 10:00am (Ordering Robes, Book)
Mrs. DeBoer presented and reviewed graduation plans.
Racial Equity Workshop for the School Committee (p. 51-55)
Mr. Myers made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Lewis, to pursue the Racial Equity Workshop and
proposed that the Superintendent provide this workshop for School Committee members, administrators
and other elected officials in the Town of Mashpee.
Roll Call: In favor: Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Gorman, Mr. Myers and Mrs. Bartlett

Opposed: none
MCAS Positional Statement (p. 56-58)
Mrs. Bartlett spoke about the MCAS Positional Statement and the support of HD1448 (an act to cancel
the administration of the MCAS for the 2020-2021 school year) and expressed agreement with the
Massachusetts statement published on February 25, 2020. Mrs. DeBoer would like to create a response
letter for families to send to legislatures. Mr. Myers proposed corresponding directly with local
legislatures. Mr. Gorman made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Lewis, to authorize the vice chair to work
with administrators to waive MCAS testing for school year
Roll Call; In favor: Mrs. Lewis, Mr. Myers, Mr. Gorman and Mrs. Bartlett

Opposed: none
Timely and relevant communication with the School Committee
Postponed to next meeting

Items the Chair did not reasonably know in advance (Other)
None

Public Comment
none



17. *Adjournment
Mrs. Bartlett made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:09am.

Respectfully submitted,
Maria Fisher

Maria Fisher
School Committee Recording Secretary
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To: Patricia DeBoer , Mashpee Public Schools Superintendent
From: Matt Triveri, Mashpee Middle/High School Athletic Director

Mashpee Athletic Department Report- March 2021

JV Volleyball won their first South Shore League game on 3/8
against Randolph.

Varsity Volleyball won their first ever South Shore League game
against Carver on 3/15 against Carver.

Varsity football is currently ranked first in Division VII South by
the Boston Herald

All home and away games have been broadcast through either
HDUL Focus through the Mashpee Athletics YouTube page, or via
a livestream through the Mashpee Athletics Facebook page.
Senior Tight End/Defensive End Matt Bowen has committed to
played football at Division 1I Southern Connecticut

Senior Lacrosse Midfielder Gabe Pereira has committed to play
lacrosse at Division II American International College

Current Records Fall Il Records:
Varsity Football: 4-0

JV Football: 2-1

Varsity Volleyball: 1-10

JV Volleyball: 6-6

Varsity Girls Track: 0-3

Middle School Football: 0-1



Mashpee Public Schools l 0
FY 21 Superintendent Evaluation Timeline

March 24, 2021 |Superintendent meets with SC Evaluation Subcommittee (Don Myers, Cathy Lewis)

April 14,2021 (Superintendent presents progress on FY21 goals to the School Committee

April 15,2021 (Gail Hannan will invite each School Committee member to complete 4 separate Google
Forms--one for each standard on the Superintendent Evaluation Rubric:

1. Instructional Leadership: https://forms.gle/UsQYpil ShXJXSV5aA
2. Management and Operations; https://fforms.gle/DnnyoNMRPYyKunR¢8

3. Family and Community Engagement: https.//forms.glefaxp9vkacHhchJ5Pa8

4. Professional Culture: https://forms.qgle/o6rumNumqimPQbD37

This is the tool/process each member will use to complete histher evaluation of the
superintendent. Individual evaluations (all 4 Google Forms) must be completed and
submitted by Monday, April 26, 2021.

April 27,2021 |Gail Hannan shares 4 spreadsheets--one for each standard--with the Chair that includes the
Google Form responses from all five school committee members.

April 27, 2021 - [The Chair completes the School Committee’s Evaluation of the Superintendent--via
May 3,2021 |TeachPoint--consolidating evaluation input from all 5 School Committee members.

May 4,2021 [The Chair meets with superintendent to preview the combined School Commitiee evaluation
(11 AM) (Note: A hard copy of the combined evaluation will be provided to all members at the May 5th
SC meeting)

May 5, 2021  |School Committee Meeting--Public Evaluation of Superintendent
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REVOLVING ACCOUNTS/PRIVATELY FUNDED GRANTS j 4

Mashpee Public Schools FY21 FY21

Difference

Code 03/09/21] 04107121 (+1-)
Revolving Account Balances
Community School/MHS 500 17,299 17,299 0 |No Change
Athletic Gate Receipts/MHS 501 33,043 32,602 (441) |Expenditures
Lost Book 502 9,005 8,793 (212} |Expenditures
Pre-School/SPED 506 23,332 23,332 0 |No Change
Schoo! Choice 510 2.171,644| 2,171,644 0 |No Change
Non Resident Tuition 51 4,256 4,256 0 |No Change
Privately Funded Grants

Cape Cod Five 564 16,625 14,590 (2,034) |[Expenditures
Media Ed. Access 570 662 662 0 |No Change
Schoal to Career 573 21,097 20,694 {404) |Expenditures
[KCC Donation 574 408 408 0 |No Change
Total 2,309,385| 2,306,295 -3,090

4f72021



SCHOOL CHOICE REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES FY21

o
A
DATE REFERENCE BEG. BAL RECEIPTS EXPENSES PAYROLLS DESCRIPTION
7/1/20 LBaIance Forward 1,584,828.131Y : : :_Balance FY20
7/28/20 +Rel:eipts | 121,469.00{ | 9Choice Adjustment
7/31/20  Receipts | | 59,679.00| | |FY21 Payment 1
8/30/20 |Receipts | | 59,679.00 | |FY21 Payment 2
9/4/20 |Amazon | | | 699.58* *Expenditure
9/30/20 +Receipts | | 59,_679.001_ | ‘FY21 Payment 3
10/31/20 |Receipts | 59,679.00( | |F¥21 Payment 4
11/30/20 |Receipts 1] | 59,679.00 | |FY21 Payment 5
12/31/20 | Receipts L 55,883.00; | *F\'Zl Payment &
1/31/21 |Receipts i 55,884.00; | |FY21 Payment 7
2/28/21 |Receipts ] | 55,884.004 | *FY21 Payment 8
+- + + + + +
T 1+ + 1 N 1
1 T 4 * t -+
T + -+ 4 +
i | b H |
1 { 1 i , 4
- + + 1 T T
+- + + + T
- + + + + +
- + + 1 + +
- + ot + 4+ -
+- + -+ -+ + +
1 4 - + + +-
ta + 4 + + +-
+ +- -+ + + +-
T + -+ + + +
+ 1 + + + +
~+- + -+ + + +
+ + +- -+ -+ -+
~+- + -+ + + +
+ + T { + +
1 1 | | 1 I
- +- + 1 + T
+ 4+ + - +- 1
1+ &4 1 i s 1
+ -+ + 1 + +
T + 4 + - ¥
+ -t 1 1 1 1t
+ +- 4 + -t +
+ 1 + + +
+ + + 1 +-
| TOTAL 1,584,828.13 587,515.00 699.58 |
[FY21 Balance 1,584,828.13 | |
'Expenditures Choice {Encumbered) 699.58 | |
+Encumbram:e.r, Appropriations | 0.00+ { | |
|Payments Appropriations | 0.00| |
*Baiance of FY20 Choice | 1,584,128.55 !
FPlus FY21 Receipts 587,515.00, | | |
|Fva1 Choice Acct 2,171,643.55/ | i ]

+Less Mini Grants
+B.alance of FY21 Choice
|Less Fy21 Offset
}Balance
|Less Floor

Balance

0.00!

o I—
2,171,643.55]

+

0.00|

T 2,171,64355

=

-250,000.00,

| 1,921,643.55
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Mashpee Public Schools George Schmidt, Chair

School Committec Nicole Bartlett, Vice-Chair
1 50A Old Barnstable Road Don Myers, Secretary
Mashpee, MA 02649 Geoff Gorman, Member
508-539-1500
Fax 508-477-5805 Cathy Le\.wis, Member
Hope P. Hanscom Patricia M. DeBoer Ashley K. Lopes
Assistant Superintendent Superinteadent Director of Finance
bhanscom@mpspk12.org pdeboer@mpspk12.org alopes@mpspk12.or

April 2, 2021

Congressman William R. Keating
United States Congress

2351 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

c/o Garrett Donovan, Chief of Staff

garrett.donovan@inail.house.gov

Dear Congressman Keating:

As you know, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts requires that annual standardized testing of students be
done as part of the 1993 Education Reform Act's Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS).
MCAS testing serves as the assessment measure required under the Commonwealth's plan submitted to the US
Department of Education (US DOE) pursuant to the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), enacted under
President Obama’s administration and as a successor to No Child Left Behind (NCLB).

In the 2019-2020 school year then-Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos waived the federal requirement for
accountability testing. She did so in recognition of the utter disruption of public education as COVID-19
soared, and the futility of imposing standardized testing requirements on schools that by and large were closed.

As we enter spring 2021 and the last quarter of the school year, we are beginning to welcome back our students
to the school and classroom environment. We are seeking to welcome our students to an environment focused
on return, recovery, and acceleration. We are prioritizing the very real work of building relationships, and
ensuring that our students and their families are supported to combat ongoing food and housing insecurities,

physical health and safety issues, social-emotional and mental health concerns, and academic gaps and
foundational learning losses.

And yet, with all of those very real and urgent priorities, we are being asked to take precious time away from
our students to administer state MCAS exams. School Committees from across the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, as represented by the Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC), contend that
the limited time remaining in the 2020-2021 school year, should not be used for the disruptive process of
administering multiple days and hours of testing.

Mashpee--A Connected Community

Al students, regardless of race, color, sex, gender identity, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, disability, or homelessness, have equal access
tn the aeneral education proaram and to the full ronae of co-curricular/enrichment/sports programs offered bv the Mashpee Public Schools.
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Moreover, MCAS tests were never meant to be diagnostic tests and certainly should not be used to measure
student learning loss or learning gains. They were designed to identify whether state standards of student
performance have been met in order to inform an accountability framework—missing from these results is the
diagnostic lens of learning progressions along the way to meeting the state curriculum standard. Local district
benchmark and formative assessments used alongside with elementary, middle, and high school grades will
serve as a more valid, nuanced, and holistic diagnostic of student learning loss and learning gains during this
pandemic.

The Commonwealth's Commissioner of Elementary & Secondary Education, Jeffrey Riley, reports that the
federal government is refusing to waive standardized testing this year, thereby making futile any efforts by the
Commonwealth to enact another one-year waiver of the MCAS testing requirement. We ask that you do
whatever you can to persuade US Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona to waive the ESSA testing
requirements for this school year, as was done last year.

In closing, we are grateful for your fervent support of public education. We ask that you petition Secretary
Cardona to issue a federal waiver of the requirement of MCAS testing in Massachusetts for the 2020-2021
school year as soon as possible.

Many thanks for your help in this matter and for your efforts on behalf of public education.

Sincerely yours,

-‘:7‘517' Al P

George C. Schmidt, III
Mashpee School Committee Chair

Mashpee--A Connected Community
All students, regardiess of race, color, sex, gender identity, religion, national origin, sexual orlentation, disabllity, or homelessness, have equal access
to the general education program and to the full range of co-curricular/enrichment/sports programs offered by the Mashpee Public Schools.
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Mashpee Public Schools George Schmidt, Chair

School Committee Nicole Bartlett, Vice-Chair
150A Otd Bamstable Road Don Myers, Secretary
Mashpee, MA 02649 Geoff Gorman, Member
508-539-1500

Fax 508-477-5805 Cathy Levais, Member

Hope P. Hanscom Patricia M. DeBoer Ashley K. Lopes
Assistant Superintendent Superintendent Director of Finance
hhanscom@mpspk12.01g pdeboer@mpspk 12,01 alopes@mpspk12.0rg

April 2, 2021

Senator Elizabeth Warren

United States Senate

309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

¢/o Jon Donenberg, Chief of Staff

i nberg@warren.senate.gov

Dear Senator Warren:

As you know, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts requires that annual standardized testing of students be
done as part of the 1993 Education Reform Act's Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS).
MCAS testing serves as the assessment measure required under the Commonwealth's plan submitted to the US
Department of Education (US DOE) pursuant to the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), enacted under
President Obama’s administration and as a successor to No Child Left Behind (NCLB).

In the 2019-2020 school year then-Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos waived the federal requirement for
accountability testing. She did so in recognition of the utter disruption of public education as COVID-19
soared, and the futility of imposing standardized testing requirements on schools that by and large were closed.

As we enter spring 2021 and the last quarter of the school year, we are beginning to welcome back our students
to the school and classroom environment. We are seeking to welcome our students to an environment focused
on return, recovery, and acceleration. We are prioritizing the very real work of building relationships, and
ensuring that our students and their families are supported to combat ongoing food and housing insecurities,

physical health and safety issues, social-emotional and mental health concerns, and academic gaps and
foundational learning losses.

And yet, with all of those very real and urgent priorities, we are being asked to take precious time away from
our students to administer state MCAS exams. School Committees from across the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, as represented by the Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC), contend that

the limited time remaining in the 2020-2021 school year, should not be used for the disruptive process of
administering multiple days and hours of testing.

Mashpee--A Connected Community

All students, regardiess of race, color, sex, gender identity, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, disability, or homelessness, have equal access
to the aeneral educotion broaram and to the full ranae of co-curricular/enrichment/soorts proarams offered bv the Mashoee Public Schools.
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Moreover, MCAS tests were never meant to be diagnostic tests and certainly should not be used to measure
student learning loss or learning gains. They were designed to identify whether state standards of student
performance have been met in order to inform an accountability framework—missing from these results is the
diagnostic lens of learning progressions along the way to meeting the state curriculum standard. Local district
benchmark and formative assessments used alongside with elementary, middle, and high school grades will
serve as a more valid, nuanced, and holistic diagnostic of student learning loss and learning gains during this
pandemic.

The Commonwealth's Commissioner of Elementary & Secondary Education, Jeffrey Riley, reports that the
federal government is refusing to waive standardized testing this year, thereby making futile any efforts by the
Commonwealth to enact another one-year waiver of the MCAS testing requirement. We ask that you do
whatever you can to persuade US Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona to waive the ESSA testing
requirements for this school year, as was done last year.

In closing, we are grateful for your fervent support of public education. We ask that you petition Secretary
Cardona to issue a federal waiver of the requirement of MCAS testing in Massachusetts for the 2020-2021
school year as soon as possible.

Many thanks for your help in this matter and for your efforts on behalf of public education.

Sincerely yours,

%%M

George C. Schmidt, I1I
Mashpee School Committee Chair

Mashpee--A Connected Community

All students, regardless of race, color, sex, gender identity, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, disability, or homelessness, have equal access
to the general education program and to the full range of co-curricular/enrichment/sports programs offered by the Mashpee Public Schools.
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Mashpee Public Schools George Schmidt, Chair

School Committee Nicole Bartlett, Vice-Chair
150A Old Bamstable Road Don Myers, Secretary
Mashpec, MA 02649 Geoff Gorman, Member
508-539-1500 Cathv Lewis. Memb
Fax 508-477-5805 athy Lewis, Member
MMM mmlm@mmm
Hope P. Hanscom Patricia M. DeBoer Ashley K. Lopes
Assistant Superintendent Superintendent Director of Finance
hhanscom@mpspk12.0rg pdeboer@mpspk12.0rg alopes@mpspk12.0rp

April 2, 2021

Senator Edward J. Markey

United States Senate

255 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

c/o John Walsh, Chief of Staff

john_walsh@markey senate.gov

Dear Senator Markey:

As you know, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts requires that annual standardized testing of students be
done as part of the 1993 Education Reform Act's Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS).
MCAS testing serves as the assessment measure required under the Commonwealth's plan submitted to the US
Department of Education (US DOE) pursuant to the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), enacted under
President Obama’s administration and as a successor to No Child Left Behind (NCLB).

In the 2019-2020 school year then-Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos waived the federal requirement for
accountability testing. She did so in recognition of the utter disruption of public education as COVID-19
soared, and the futility of imposing standardized testing requirements on schools that by and large were closed.

As we enter spring 2021 and the last quarter of the school year, we are beginning to welcome back our students
to the school and classroom environment. We are seeking to welcome our students to an environment focused
on return, recovery, and acceleration. We are prioritizing the very real work of building relationships, and
ensuring that our students and their families are supported to combat ongoing food and housing insecurities,

physical health and safety issues, social-emotional and mental health concerns, and academic gaps and
foundational learning losses.

And yet, with all of those very real and urgent priorities, we are being asked to take precious time away from
our students to administer state MCAS exams. School Committees from across the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, as represented by the Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC), contend that
the limited time remaining in the 2020-2021 school year, should not be used for the disruptive process of
administering multiple days and hours of testing.

Mashpee--A Connected Community

All students, regardiess of race, color, sex, gender identity, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, disability, or homelessness, have equal access

tn tho nanorrl ediiratinn aranram nnd ta the full ranne af raceurrirninrfonrichment/onnrte nranrame nffared hu thoa Mnchnos Puhlic Srhnnalc
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Moreover, MCAS tests were never meant to be diagnostic tests and certainly should not be used to measure
student learning loss or learning gains. They were designed to identify whether state standards of student
performance have been met in order to inform an accountability framework—missing from these results is the
diagnostic lens of learning progressions along the way to meeting the state curriculum standard. Local district
benchmark and formative assessments used alongside with elementary, middle, and high school grades will
serve as a more valid, nuanced, and holistic diagnostic of student learning loss and learning gains during this
pandemic.

The Commonwealth's Commissioner of Elementary & Secondary Education, Jeffrey Riley, reports that the
federal government is refusing to waive standardized testing this year, thereby making futile any efforts by the
Commonwealth to enact another one-year waiver of the MCAS testing requirement. We ask that you do
whatever you can to persuade US Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona to waive the ESSA testing
requirements for this school year, as was done last year.

In closing, we are grateful for your fervent support of public education. We ask that you petition Secretary
Cardona to issue a federal waiver of the requirement of MCAS testing in Massachusetts for the 2020-2021
school year as soon as possible.

Many thanks for your help in this matter and for your efforts on behalf of public education.

Sincerely yours,

7&4%@?

George C. Schmidt, ITI
Mashpee School Committee Chair

Muashpee--A Connected Community

All students, regardless of race, color, sex, gender identity, religion, national origin, sexual orlentation, disability, or homelessness, have equal access
to the general education program and to the full range of co-curricular/enrichment/sports programs offered by the Mashpee Public Schools,
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Mashpee Public Schools George Schmidt, Chair LI

School Committee Nicole Bartlett, Vice-Chair
150A Old Barnstablc Road Don Myers, Secretary
Mashpee, MA 02649 Geoff Gorman, Member
508-539-1500
Fax 508-477-5805 Cathy Le\_rvis, Member
Hope P, Hanscom Patricia M. DeBoer Ashley K. Lopes
Assistant Superintendent Superintendent Director of Finance
bhanscom@mpspk12.org pdeboer@mpspk 12.0rg alopes@mpspk12.orp

April 1, 2021

Senator Julian Cyr
Massachusetts Senate

24 Beacon Street

Room 312-E

Boston, MA (02133
julian.cyri@masen v

Dear Senator Cyr:

As you know, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts requires that annual standardized testing of students be
done as part of the 1993 Education Reform Act's Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS).
MCAS testing serves as the assessment measure required under the Commonwealth's plan submitted to the US
Department of Education (US DOE) pursuant to the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), enacted under
President Obama’s administration and as a successor to No Child Left Behind (NCLB).

In the 2019-2020 school year then-Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos waived the federal requirement for
accountability testing. She did so in recognition of the utter disruption of public education as COVID-19
soared, and the futility of imposing standardized testing requirements on schools that by and large were closed.

As we enter spring 2021 and the last quarter of the school year, we are beginning to welcome back our students
to the school and classroom environment. We are seeking to welcome our students to an environment focused
on return, recovery, and acceleration. We are prioritizing the very real work of building relationships, and
ensuring that our students and their families are supported to combat ongoing food and housing insecurities,

physical heaith and safety issues, social-emotional and mental health concerns, and academic gaps and
foundational learning losses.

And yet, with all of those very real and urgent priorities, we are being asked to take precious time away from
our students to administer state MCAS exams. School Committees from across the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, as represented by the Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC), contend that
the limited time remaining in the 2020-2021 school year, should not be used for the disruptive process of
administering multiple days and hours of testing.

Mashpee-~A Connected Community

All students, regardiess of race, color, sex, gender identity, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, disability, or homelessness, have equal access
to the general education program and to the full range of co-curricular/enrichment/sports programs offered by the Mashpee Public Schools.
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Moreover, MCAS tests were never meant to be diagnostic tests and certainly should not be used to measure
student learning loss or learning gains. They were designed to identify whether state standards of student
performance have been met in order to inform an accountability framework—missing from these results is the
diagnostic lens of learning progressions along the way to meeting the state curriculum standard. Local district
benchmark and formative assessments used alongside with elementary, middle, and high school grades will
serve as a more valid, nuanced, and holistic diagnostic of student learning loss and learning gains during this
pandemic.

In March, the MASC Board of Directors voted unanimously to support HD 1448: An Act to cancel the
administration of the MCAS for the 2020-2021 school year. While we would also like to indicate our support
for this legislation, the Commonwealth's Commissioner of Elementary & Secondary Education, Jeffrey Riley,
reports that the federal government is refusing to waive standardized testing this year, thereby making futile any
efforts by the Commonwealth to enact another one-year waiver of the MCAS testing requirement. We ask that
you and your colleagues in the Massachusetts legislature do whatever you can to persuade US Secretary of
Education Miguel Cardona to waive the ESSA testing requirements for this school year, as was done last year.

In closing, we are grateful for your fervent support of public education. We ask that you and your colleagues in
the Massachusetts legislature petition Secretary Cardona to issue a federal waiver of the requirement of MCAS
testing in Massachusetts for the 2020-2021 school year as soon as possible.

Many thanks for your help in this matter, and for your efforts on behalf of public education.

Sincerely yours,

S =

Mashpee School Committee Members
George Schmidt, Chair

Nicole Bartlett, Vice-Chair

Don Myers, Secretary

Geoff Gorman

Cathy Lewis

Mashpee--A Connected Community

All students, regardless of race, color, sex, gender identity, religion, national origin, sexual orlentation, disability, or homelessness, have equal access
to the general education program and to the full range of co-curricular/enrichment/sports programs offered by the Mashpee Public Schools.
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Mashpee Public Schools George Schmidt, Chair

School Committee Nicole Bartlett, Vice-Chair
150A Old Barnstable Road Don Myers, Secretary
Mashpee, MA 02649 Geoff Gorman, Member
508-539-1500 i

Fax 508-477-5805 Cathy Lewis, Member

Hope P. Hanscom Patricia M. DeBoer Ashley K. Lopes
Assistant Superintendent Superintendent Director of Finance
hhanscom@mpspk12.0rg pdeboer@mpspk12.0rg alopes@mpspk12.0rg

April 1,2021

Representative David T. Vieira
Massachusetts House of Representatives
24 Beacon Street

Room 167

Boston, MA 02133
David.Vieira@mahouse.gov

Dear Representative Vieira:

As you know, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts requires that annual standardized testing of students be
done as part of the 1993 Education Reform Act's Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS).
MCAS testing serves as the assessment measure required under the Commonwealth's plan submitted to the US
Department of Education (US DOE) pursuant to the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), enacted under
President Obama’s administration and as a successor to No Child Left Behind (NCLB).

In the 2019-2020 school year then-Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos waived the federal requirement for
accountability testing. She did so in recognition of the utter disruption of public education as COVID-19
soared, and the futility of imposing standardized testing requirements on schools that by and large were closed.

As we enter spring 2021 and the last quarter of the school year, we are beginning to welcome back our students
to the school and classroom environment. We are seeking to welcome our students to an environment focused
on return, recovery, and acceleration. We are prioritizing the very real work of building relationships, and
ensuring that our students and their families are supported to combat ongoing food and housing insecurities,

physical health and safety issues, social-emotional and mental health concerns, and academic gaps and
foundational learning losses.

And yet, with all of those very real and urgent priorities, we are being asked to take precious time away from
our students to administer state MCAS exams. School Committees from across the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, as represented by the Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC), contend that
the limited time remaining in the 2020-2021 school year, should not be used for the disruptive process of
administering multiple days and hours of testing.

Mashpee--A Connected Community

All students, regardless of race, color, sex, gender identity, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, disability, or homelessness, have equal access
to the general education program and to the full range of co-curricular/enrichment/sports programs offered by the Mashpee Public Schools.
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Moreover, MCAS tests were never meant to be diagnostic tests and certainly should not be used to measure
student learning loss or learning gains. They were designed to identify whether state standards of student
performance have been met in order to inform an accountability framework—missing from these results is the
diagnostic lens of learning progressions along the way to meeting the state curriculum standard. Local district
benchmark and formative assessments used alongside with elementary, middle, and high schoo! grades will
serve as a more valid, nuanced, and holistic diagnostic of student learning loss and learning gains during this
pandemic.

In March, the MASC Board of Directors voted unanimously to support HD 1448: An Act to cancel the
administration of the MCAS for the 2020-2021 school year. While we would also like to indicate our support
for this legislation, the Commonwealth's Commissioner of Elementary & Secondary Education, Jeffrey Riley,
reports that the federal government is refusing to waive standardized testing this year, thereby making futile any
efforts by the Commonwealth to enact another one-year waiver of the MCAS testing requirement. We ask that
you and your colleagues in the Massachusetts legislature do whatever you can to persuade US Secretary of
Education Miguel Cardona to waive the ESSA testing requirements for this school year, as was done last year.

In closing, we are grateful for your fervent support of public education. We ask that you and your colleagues in
the Massachusetts legislature petition Secretary Cardona to issue a federal waiver of the requirement of MCAS
testing in Massachusetts for the 2020-2021 school year as soon as possible.

Many thanks for your help in this matter, and for your efforts on behalf of public education.

Sincerely yours,

Mashpee School Committee Members
George Schmidt, Chair

Nicole Bartlett, Vice-Chair

Don Myers, Secretary

Geoff Gorman

Cathy Lewis

Mashyee--A Connected Community

All students, regardless of race, color, sex, gender identity, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, disability, or homelessness, have equal access
to the general education program and to the full range of co-curricular/enrichment/sports programs offered by the Mashpee Public Schools.



