
MORRIS SCHOOL DISTRICT
Minutes of May 24, 2021

9 Wood Road, Morristown NJ 07960

The special business meeting of the Board of Education of the Morris School District, of Morris
County, New Jersey was held at 9 Wood Road, Morristown , New Jersey on Monday evening, May
24, 2021 at 6:09 p.m.

The meeting was called to order and made the following announcement: The New Jersey Open
Public Meeting Law was enacted to ensure the right of the public to have advance notice of and to
attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting their interest is discussed or
acted upon. In accordance with the provisions of this Act the Board of Education of the Morris
School District in the County of Morris has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having
the date, time and place thereof posted. The notice was mailed to the Daily Record, and to those
persons or entities requesting notification, and posted at the Administration Center, 31 Hazel Street,
Morristown, New Jersey.

A special meeting of the Board of Education will be held Monday, May 24, 2021 at 9 Wood Road,
Morristown, New Jersey from 6:00 pm-9:00 pm.  The purpose of the meeting is for a board retreat
and any other new business which might be brought before the board. The meeting will open at 6:00
pm and go immediately into closed session to discuss confidential matters.

Action may be taken.

At the Roll Call, the following Board Members were present: Mrs. Nancy Bangiola (6:40 pm), Ms.
Meredith Davidson, Ms. Linda K. Murphy, Board Vice-President, Mrs. Susan Pedalino, Mrs. Ann
Rhines, Mrs. Melissa Spiotta, Board President and Mrs. Elisabeth Wall.

Also present was Mr. Mackey Pendergrast, Superintendent and Ms. Charlene Peterson (6:25 pm)
from New Jersey School Boards Association for the purpose of guiding the Board in reviewing the
Board Self Evaluation completed by members earlier in the month.

Ms. Lucia Galdi, Mr. Vij Pawar and Mr. Alan Smith were absent.

The Board moved to go into closed session at 6:10 pm to discuss confidential matters.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion #1 AUTHORIZING EXECUTIVE SESSION

WHEREAS, while the Sen. Byron M. Baer Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.)
requires all meetings of the Morris School District Board of Education to be held in public, N.J.S.A.
10:4-12(b) sets forth nine (9) types of matters that may lawfully be discussed in "Executive Session,"
without the public being permitted to attend, and
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WHEREAS, the Board has determined that three (3) issues are permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b) to
be discussed without the public in attendance and shall be discussed during an Executive Session to
be held on May 24, 2021 at 6:00 P.M, and

WHEREAS, the nine (9) exceptions to open public meetings set forth in N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b) are
listed below, and next to each exception is a box which will be marked when the issues to be
privately discussed fall within that exception, and after each exception is a space where additional
information that will disclose as much information about the discussion as possible without
undermining the purpose of the exception shall be written:

□ “(1) Any matter which, by express provision of Federal law, State statute or rule of court shall
be rendered confidential or excluded from public discussion." The nature of the matter, described as
specifically as possible without undermining the need for confidentiality are:

□ "(2) Any matter in which the release of information would impair a right to receive funds
from the federal government." The nature of the matter, described as specifically as possible without
undermining the need for confidentiality is:

□ "(3) Any material the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion of individual
privacy such as any records, data, reports, recommendations, or other personal material of any
educational, training, social service, medical, health, custodial, child protection, rehabilitation, legal
defense, welfare, housing, relocation, insurance and similar program or institution operated by a
public body pertaining to any specific individual admitted to or served by such institution or program,
including but not limited to information relative to the individual's personal and family
circumstances, and any material pertaining to admission, discharge, treatment, progress or condition
of any individual, unless the individual concerned (or, in the case of a minor or incompetent, his
guardian) shall request in writing that the same be disclosed publicly." The nature of the matter,
described as specifically as possible without undermining the need for confidentiality is:

□ "(4) Any collective bargaining agreement, or the terms and conditions of which are proposed
for inclusion in any collective bargaining agreement, including the negotiation of terms and
conditions with employees or representatives of employees of the public body." The collective
bargaining contract(s) discussed are between (1) the Board and the Morris School District
Administrators Association.

□ "(5) Any matter involving the purchase lease or acquisition of real property with public funds,
the setting of bank rates or investment of public funds where it could adversely affect the public
interest if discussion of such matters were disclosed." The nature of the matter, described as
specifically as possible without undermining the need for confidentiality is:

□ "(6) Any tactics and techniques utilized in protecting the safety and property of the public
provided that their disclosure could impair such protection. Any investigations of violations or
possible violations of the law." The nature of the matter, described as specifically as possible without
undermining the need for confidentiality is:

□ "(7) Any pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation in which the public body is
or may become a party. Any matters falling within the attorney-client privilege, to the extent that
confidentiality is required in order for the attorney to exercise his ethical duties as a lawyer." The
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parties to and docket numbers of each item of litigation and/or the parties to each contract discussed
are and the nature of the discussion, described as specifically as possible without undermining the
need for confidentiality is:

⌧ "(8) Any matter involving the employment, appointment, termination of employment, terms
and conditions of employment, evaluation of the performance, promotion or disciplining of any
specific prospective public officer or employee or current public officer or employee employed or
appointed by the public body, unless all individual employees or appointees whose rights could be
adversely affected request in writing that such matter or matters be discussed at a public meeting."
Subject to the balancing of the public's interest and the employee's privacy rights under South Jersey
Publishing Co. v. New Jersey Expressway Authority, 124 N.J. 478 (1991), the employee(s) and
nature of the discussion, described as specifically as possible without undermining the need for
confidentiality are:

□ "(9) Any deliberation of a public body occurring after a public hearing that may result in the
imposition of a specific civil penalty upon the responding party or the suspension or loss of a license
or permit belonging to the responding party as a result of an act of omission for which the responding
party bears responsibility." The nature of the matter, described as specifically as possible without
undermining the need for confidentiality is:

WHEREAS, the length of the Executive Session is estimated to be sixty (60) minutes after which the
public meeting of the Board shall (select one) □ reconvene and immediately adjourn or⌧ reconvene
and proceed with business where formal action will be taken.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Morris School District Board of Education will go
into Executive Session for only the above stated reasons; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board hereby declares that its discussion of the
aforementioned subject(s) will be made public at a time when the public's interest in disclosure is
greater than any privacy or governmental interest being protected from disclosure.

EXECUTIVE SESSION (Motion #1)
Moved by Mrs. Murphy, seconded by Mrs. Pedalino
AYES: Mrs. Davidson, Mrs. Pedalino, Mrs. Rhines, Ms. Murphy, Mrs. Spiotta, Mrs. Wall
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Mrs. Bangiola, Ms. Galdi, Mr. Pawar, Mr. Smith

At 6:45, Ms. Murphy moved to go into open session, seconded by Susan Pedalino which carried
unanimously.
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
Mr. Pendergrast updated the Board on the ESSER II grant.

BOARD TRAINING
Ms. Peterson led the Board in a discussion that included the following:

● Ethics for School Officials presentation
● Purpose and makeup of School Ethics Commission (SEC)
● Various cases considered by SEC and latest advisory opinions
● Conflicts of interest, social media and volunteering

Ms. Peterson exited the meeting at 7:51 pm

BUSINESS PORTION OF THE MEETING
EDUCATIONAL MATTERS
MEF GRANTS
Motion #1 that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, the Board of Education

accept monies from the Morris Educational Foundation for the following grants:

Amount School Project
$380.00 Hillcrest Storywalk
This grant will be used to create an outdoor Story Walk.  Several books will be chosen.  Multiple
copies of the books will be purchased so the books can be taken apart, laminated, and then mounted
on posts spaced out around the perimeter of the upper field.  Students and classes will then read the
book by walking to each station to get to the next page.  Prompts for delving into the books will be
included, as well as suggested physical activities. This will provide a fun, interactive, safe way to
experience literature outside.  Thirty wooden posts will be purchased for $200.  Three copies each of
three different books will be purchased for $180.

$11,731.00 Transportation Buster the Bus
Student safety is a top priority of the MSD Transportation Department.  Buster the Bus presents an
opportunity to bring bus safety into all our PreK -5 schools.  This program will teach students about
being safe at the bus stop, flowing the rules while riding on the bus, and responding to emergency
situations on the bus.  Buster the Bus is an interactive school bus robot that moves, speaks, flashes the
bus lights and smiles.  All features are on a remote control and Buster the Bus will be personalized
with the MSD name.  The robot has a voice modifier for a presenter to be behind the scenes and
answer questions and talk as Buster.  This interactive and high interest assembly will engage our
students while teaching and reinforcing bus safety. The instructional facilitator materials provide
differentiated assemblies for our PreK-2 and 3-5 students. A team of drivers will be trained on
operating Buster the Bus and delivering an exciting program for our students.  The bus and materials
are a one-time purchase and will be used for many years to benefit all our elementary schools.
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$10,000.00 K-4 (rising 1-5 students) Elementary Summer Book Clubs
Reading is fundamental.  To encourage reading and community during the summer months, the
current K-4 students (rising 1-5) will participate in a summer book club.  Each of the 1811 students
will be given a book on the last day of school – one title per grade – to participate in a universal read.
The selected titles will be available in Spanish and English and a read aloud version of the books will
be available online and accessible through each student’s school-issued Chromebook.   Each grade
will meet with teachers and their principal two times over the summer.  Each student will be
encouraged to do an activity from the Choice Board. When students return in September, the
universal books will be used for beginning of the year literacy activities.

EDUCATIONAL MATTERS (Motions #1-3)
Moved by Ms. Murphy, seconded by Mrs. Bangiola
AYES: Mrs. Bangiola, Mrs. Davidson, Mrs. Pedalino, Mrs. Rhines, Mrs. Wall,

Ms. Murphy, Mrs. Spiotta
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Ms. Galdi, Mr. Pawar, Mr. Smith

NEW BUSINESS BROUGHT BEFORE THE BOARD
The Board discussed the following:
➢ Transitioning to in person board meetings & how to continue electronic access for public

participation
➢ Graduation ceremonies

ADJOURNMENT (9:02 PM)
Moved by Ms. Murphy, seconded by Mrs. Bangiola
AYES: Mrs. Bangiola, Mrs. Davidson, Mrs. Pedalino, Mrs. Rhines, Mrs. Wall,

Ms. Murphy, Mrs. Spiotta
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Ms. Galdi, Mr. Pawar, Mr. Smith

Respectfully Submitted,

Mrs. Meredith Davidson
Board Member


