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CALL TO ORDER 

 

The June 8, 2020 Workshop Meeting of the Board of Education, Township of Pequannock, County of Morris, was 

called to order via remote access due to the public health-related school closure, at 7:04 pm by Joseph Blumert, 

Board President.  The following statement of compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act was read: 

 

In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, notice of this meeting has been 

properly advertised in the Daily Record and the Suburban Trends, its agenda has been posted at the appropriate 

locations, and a copy has been filed with the Pequannock Township Clerk. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

PRESENT:  Mr. Joseph Blumert  Mr. Sam Ciresi  Ms. Megan Dempsey  

Ms. Danielle Esposito Mr. Greg MacSweeney Mr. Richard Prezioso 

Mrs. Cara Shenton Mr. Leonard Smith Dr. Richard Thumann 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Michael Portas, Superintendent 

   Rosalie Winning, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent 

   Sallyann McCarty, School Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

   Anthony Sciarrillo, Esq., Board Attorney 

 

The official minutes of the Pequannock Township Board of Education will indicate that Mr. Leonard Smith abstains 

from voting on any resolution regarding the Superintendent and any employee who directly or indirectly supervises 

Mr. Smith’s family member who serves as the basis for this conflict as well as any resolution that concerns any 

aspect of the terms and conditions of employment of Mr. Smith’s family member. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
 

Board President Report – Joseph Blumert 

Reviewed Zoom protocol.  Thanked all for attending the largest remote Board of Education meeting to date.  Read a 

prepared statement from the Board on current events, thanking the police, and emphasizing that violence will not be 

supported, and that we are an inclusive community.  Reported on recent celebrations held on YouTube:  8th grade 

award ceremony, PTHS STEM and Allied Health Capstone presentations, 2020 Awards and Scholarship Night.  

Congratulated students, families, and retirees. 

 

Superintendent Report - Michael Portas 

Reported that speeches are being recorded in preparation for a virtual high school graduation, while awaiting 

guidance from the State.  Expressed pride in the community’s ability to voice concerns and provide support in a 

positive manner.  Congratulated the retirees. 

 

Recognitions 

 SJG Student Luke Green, Community Building Project 

 Allied Health HOSA Statewide Winners, Medical Innovation 

 PTHS Valedictorian (Samantha Nafie) and Salutatorian (Ryan Kong) 

 PTHS FBLA State Conference Leadership Conference Winners 

TOWNSHIP OF PEQUANNOCK 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 8, 2020 
 



 

PEQUANNOCK TOWNSHIP BOARD OF EDUCATION June 8, 2020 Workshop Meeting Minutes      Page 2 of 40 
 

 

 PTHS FBLA Stock Market Winners 

 Brian Boyce for volunteer work on NB Gardens 

 

Retirees 

 PTHS 

o Angela Kohle 

o Susan Shuttlesworth 

 Hillview 

o Priscilla Brown 

o Mary Raczko 

o Joaquin Dominguez 

 

School Business Administrator’s Report - Ms. Sallyann McCarty 

Reported that the ESIP pre-bid walkthrough was held on May 21, with five contractors in attendance to view the 

buildings, the bid opening will be held on June 19, and a resolution for Board approval will be on the July agenda. 

 

OPEN TO PUBLIC RETIREE COMMENTS ONLY 

Members of the public may speak once for a maximum period of five minutes by the clock during this portion of the 

meeting.  The public may speak on retiree comments during their five minutes.  If a member of the public raises a 

question, all questions should be directed to the Board President. Please state your name and sign in before you 

begin. 

 

The following members of the public thanked the retirees for their dedication to the District:   

Melissa Stelmasik, Pompton Plains; Ann Marie Finnen, Pompton Plains; Elizabeth Sheridan, History and World 

Language Supervisor; Rosalie Winning, Assistant Superintendent; The Shenton Family, Pompton Plains, The 

Blumert Family, Pompton Plains.  Retirees Mary Raczko and Angela Kohle thanked all for the well wishes and kind 

words. 

 

OPEN TO PUBLIC AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 

Members of the public may speak once for a maximum period of five minutes by the clock during this portion of the 

meeting.  The public may speak on any agenda item during their five minutes.  If a member of the public raises a 

question, all questions should be directed to the Board President. Please state your name and sign in before you begin. 

 

None 
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WORKSHOP DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

PERSONNEL, MANAGEMENT, AND COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

Mrs. Cara Shenton, Chair 

 

Discussion: 

 

Communications regarding social issues  

The Board discussed the importance of not having students feel marginalized through open communication. 

 

Extended maternity leaves 

Mr. Portas wanted to begin a conversation with the Board on the impact of employment on primary care givers.  The 

Board agreed to address this topic in Executive Session with Mr. Sciarrillo’s input. 

 

Action Items for June 22, 2020 Regular Business Meeting: 

 

PMC-185-20 Acceptance of Report - 2019-2020 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Employment Agreement with the Assistant Superintendent of Schools - 2020-2021  

 School Year  

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Employment Agreement with the Business Administrator/Board Secretary -   

 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Medical Leave of Absence - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Homebound Instructors - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Appointments for the Extended School Year Program - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of IEP/Special Education Meetings for the Extended School Year Program - 2020-2021 

 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Child Study Team Summer Hours - 2020-2021 School Year  
PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Guidance Counselors’ Summer Hours - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20    Approval of Appointment of 504 Compliance Officer - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20     Approval of Appointment of Affirmative Action Officer - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20     Approval of Appointment of Psychological Examiners for District - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Anti-Bullying Coordinator - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20     Approval of Appointment of School Resource Officer - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Appointment of Attendance Officers - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Appointment of Homeless Liaison & Surrogate Parent Coordinator - 2020-2021 

School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Teacher Evaluation Process - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of ABA/Community Inclusion Aide Evaluation Process - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Special Education & Office Aides Evaluation Process - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Security Guard Evaluation Process - 2020-2021 School Year  

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Administrative Evaluation Process - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Appointment of Educational Stability Liaison - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Appointment of the Liaison for the Pequannock Public Library Board of Trustees -  

2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Job Descriptions - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Nursing Services Plan - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Technology Plan - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Bilingual/ESL Three Year Program Plan 2021-2023 School Years 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Programs, Curriculum and Textbooks - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Appointment of Video Coordinator - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Appointment of A/V Special Projects Coordinator - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of CPI Training for Aides - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Annual Substitute Pay Rates - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Hourly Employee Pay Rates - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-20 Approval of Extra-Curricular Stipend Positions - 2020-2021 School Year 

PMC-xxx-21 Approval of Personnel for Sporting Event Coverage - 2020-2021 School Year 








































































