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Carlos Diaz 
141 Leap Frog Hollow Montpelier, VT 05602              C e l l :  8 0 2 . 4 9 8 . 7 0 7 1     Emai l :  c rd r219@gmai l .com   

Students Work Website:  h t t p s : / / r t c c . c a r b o n m a d e . c o m  

Education 

BA, Edison College. Liberal Studies. 2010         

MFA, American Film Institute. Cinematography. 2010-2012 

Teachers License Certificate Program, Vermont Technical College. 2014-2019    

Experience 

Digital Filmmaking Teacher, Randolph Technical Career Center (RTCC)            2015-Present 

Develop and apply filmmaking curriculum. Teach film production, cinematography, commercial 

production and documentaries. Develop, establish and implement community coop opportunities. Offer 

guidance, research and portfolio creation for college bound students and prepare students to enter the 

workforce in film production.   

Production Coordinator, Orca Media                                                                                         2014-2015  

Developed curriculum for Access TV. Taught film production, mentored students, filmed and edited. 

Managed the facilities including scheduling camera operators, operating the TV studio, acquiring and 

maintaining all film production gear.  

Multimedia Journalist, The Day Newspaper 2013-2014 

Produce, shoot and edit news, features, sports, arts and entertainment video content. Responsible for 

generating and researching original stories. Executing breaking news assignments. Organizing media and 

coordinating with multiple departments. Train journalist how to fundamentals of filming using available 

technology. 

Adjunct Faculty, Burlington College                                                                                           2013-2015 

Develop curriculum for the Film Department. Teach film production, cinematography, commercial 

production and documentaries. Assist students on productions and mentor MFA students working on their 

thesis. 
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Workshop Instructor, PROCOM PBS Channel 6                                                                         2005-2007                                                                                      

Developed curriculum for Access TV. Taught film production, mentored students, filmed, edited and 

screened documentaries, shorts films for local communities. Set up small production facilities for locally 

run community centers. 

Director of Multimedia, Photo Journalism Workshop                                                                 2001-2005           

Responsible for revising the video production curriculum and carried out weekly video journalism 

workshops for middle school students (3 classes a week). Responsible for purchasing and maintaining the 

production facilities including setting up editing bays and acquiring hardware such as lights, cameras and 

audio equipment necessary to shoot and edit content. Filmed short promotional videos, edited shows and 

produced documentaries ranging from nature shows to sports to cultural and political events.  

Director of Photography,                                                                                                            1998-2013                                                                                                                           

Cinematographer on various projects from commercials for SPRINT, JWT Advertising Agency. ISLAND 

FINANCE, BBDO Advertising Agency. SPECIAL OLYMPICS, YOUNG & RUBICAM Advertising Agency. 

GATORADE, JWT Advertising Agency January 2007. Director of Photography: “SEVA VIVE” (SEVA LIVES) 

December 2005, full Feature documentary premiered at theaters and Onelink On Demand. VIDEO ART 

Director of Photography/Editor: “There’s More Than One Way To Skin A Sheep, Video Art by 

Allora&Calzadilla filmed in Turkey for 10th International Istanbul Biennial.  

Taller Cinemático,                                                                                                                      1995-2001 

Filmmaking teacher responsible for teaching pre/production/postproduction classes to student from middle 

school and high school. The workshops and classes covered topics in documentary and narrative 

filmmaking. Each workshop would go on for 3 months culminating in a 20-30 min. narrative short and 

20-30 min documentary.  

  

Awards 

• Skills USA Vermont Chapter State Champions, April 2017 

• New England Newspaper & Press Association: NENPAS 1st Entertainment Video, 2014 



• Emmy nomination: General Assignment Report and Entertainment Report, 2013 

• New England Newspaper & Press Association: NENPAS 1
st 

Entertainment Video 2013 

• CTSPJ CT SPJ Excellence in Journalism Contest 2
nd 

and 3
rd 

place, 2013 

• EPPY Awards (2) Honorable Mentions, 2013 
• Director of Photography: “SAMNANG” AFI Thesis Short, Director Asaph Polonsky 

Student Academy Awards Semi-Finalist & 50
th 

New York Film Festival 2012-2013 

• Tom Yoda Award for Academic Achievement: American Film Institute, 2011-2012 
• Technicolor Film Lab Grant, 2011-2012 
• Panavision New Filmmaker Program Grant, 2011-2012 

• Sesecionismo: 1st prize International Film Fest San Juan, PR 2008. Documentary and 31
st

 

International Film festival Habana, Cuba 

Skills 

• Fully bilingual Spanish and English 
• Extensive knowledge in 35mm, digital production  
• Extensive knowledge in postproduction, software and editing  
  





Dorinne Dorfman

Résumé

Dorinne Dorfman

Education

University of Vermont
Burlington, Vermont
Doctor of Education
Major: Educational Leadership and Policy Studies
GPA: 3.980
Credit Hours: 86
Attended August 2001 to May 2004
Degree conferred May 2004

Bay Path University
Longmeadow, Massachusetts
Educational Specialist
Major: Language/Literacy Science
GPA: 3.920
Credit Hours: 16
Attended March 2020 to Present

University of Vermont
Burlington, Vermont
Master of Education
Major: Educational Leadership
GPA: 4.000
Credit Hours: 36
Attended August 1997 to August 1999
Degree conferred August 1999

Norwich University
Northfield, Vermont
College Coursework - no degree
Major: Undeclared
GPA: 4.000
Credit Hours: 9
Attended July 1996 to December 1996

Goddard College
Plainfield, Vermont
Bachelor of Arts
Major: Education, Minor: Art
Credit Hours: 45
Attended August 1994 to January 1996
Degree conferred January 1996

University of Vermont
Burlington, Vermont

Dorinne Dorfman 1
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To: BUUSD School Board
From: David Wells, Superintendent
Re: Open Meeting Law and Participation via Video
Date: June 9, 2021

I met with Technology Director Emmanuel Ajanma and Communication Director Josh Allen to
discuss how the Board may continue to allow video participation in Board meetings while
holding the meetings in a physical location to comply with Open Meeting Law.  Emmanuel and
Josh are researching solutions by which a Board member or administrator at a meeting could
easily use a device to run a Google Meet during the meeting.  This would allow the public
attending via video to see and hear the Board and be seen and heard themselves when they
address the Board. Of course the public in attendance would also be participating.

Some things to consider:

● Devices could be located in each school library so they are readily available when
needed.

● A Google Account could be created for the specific purpose of recording video sessions.
● Video recordings would still be posted on the district website.
● Board and Committee meetings should take place in school libraries to allow easy

access to the video devices.
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BARRE UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT #097   CODE:  A20 
POLICY   
        1ST READING:  9/12/2019 
        2ND READING:  10/10/2019  
        ADOPTED:  10/10/2019   
         
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Board Meetings, Agenda Preparation & Distribution  

Policy 
All Barre Unified Union School District Board meetings will be held in compliance with Vermont’s open 
meeting laws, 1 V.S.A. §§310 et seq. 

 

Regular Meeting Schedule 
Regular meetings of the board will be held at the location as indicated in the table below, on the second 
Thursday of the month (with a second meeting on the fourth Thursday of the month as necessary),  
beginning at 5:30 p.m.. The meeting schedule will be published and made available by the superintendent 
to any person on request.  

Special and emergency meetings will be called by the chair on his or her own initiative or when requested 
by a majority of the board and shall be warned appropriately. Only items on the agenda may be acted 
upon at these meetings.  

Month Location 
July BTMES Library 

August SHS Library 
September BCEMS Library 

October BTMES Library 
November SHS Library 
December BCEMS Library 
January BTMES Library 
February SHS Library 

March BCEMS Library 
April BTMES Library 
May SHS Library 
June BCEMS Library 

 

Conduct of Board Meetings   

Meetings will be conducted in accordance with Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised.  One or more 
members of the board may attend and participate in a regular, special or emergency meeting by electronic 
or other means so long as the requirements of 1 V.S.A. §312(a)(2) are met. 
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Executive Sessions  

Executive sessions of the board will be convened only for the purposes stated in 1 V.S.A. §313. The 
minutes of any meeting where an executive session takes place will reflect the specific statutory reason 
for convening the executive session. Board members will not make public the confidential issues 
discussed during an executive session. 

 

Agenda Preparation 
The superintendent will prepare proposed agendas for all meetings of the board after consultation with the 
board officers. Items of business may be suggested by any board member, staff member, student, or 
resident of the district. The inclusion of items on proposed agendas will be at the discretion of the board 
chair and superintendent. An item may only be added or removed from a meeting agenda as the first order 
of business at the meeting.  Other adjustments to an agenda may be made at any time during the meeting. 

 
Agenda Distribution  

The proposed agenda, together with supporting materials, will be distributed to board members by the 
superintendent three days prior to regular meetings and as soon as practicable before special and 
emergency meetings. At least 48 hours prior to a regular meeting and 24 hours prior to a special meeting, 
the superintendent shall ensure that the agenda is posted in the municipal clerk’s office and [two other 
designated physical locations in the municipality].  In addition, proposed meeting agendas will be made 
available to any interested person upon specific request.  

 
 
 
 



Barre City Elementary & Middle School

Hayden Coon, PK-4 Principal
Christopher Hennessey, 5-8 Principal
Office (802) 476-6541
Fax (802) 476-1492

50 Parkside Terrace
Barre, VT 05641 Pierre Laflamme, PK-8 Assistant Principal

Counselors (802) 476-7889
Nurse (802) 479-6920

June 10, 2021

Dear Barre Unified Union School District Board,

At this most busy time of year, we are happy to report that the end of Year Covid is
going smoothly at BCEMS.  Plans are underway to make our 8th Grade Step-Up
Celebration next week a big success that honors our students' time with us and
celebrates the new adventures that await them.  We would welcome your presence at
either of the ceremonies next week!  Team Ujamaa will be honored on Thursday the
17th between 4 and 7 right in front of BCEMS, and Team Peak will follow on Friday
afternoon at the same time.

We are also in the process of finding an Interim Middle School Principal to replace Mr.
Hennessey, and we're happy to report that this process is going smoothly.  A diverse
group of teachers, support staff, students and parents are working closely with Mr. Coon
to select the best person to lead our middle school community next year.  We anticipate
a quick timeline, with a candidate being brought forward in early July.

There are also a few updates and celebrations we'd like to share with you:

Children's Literacy Foundation News Thanks to a generous CLiF Grant, all BCEMS
students are going to have an opportunity to bring home two books this summer!
BTMES/BCEMS Literacy Coach Karen Fredericks let us know that CLiF has donated
at least enough books for every PreK-6 student, and we hope to get even more to offer
to our 7th and 8th graders!  Teachers will begin distributing the books to their students
this week.

Everybody Wins! The Barre City Everybody Wins! program received a $1,160
donation in memory of Lucille “Grandma Lu” Grearson who served BCEMS as a
mentor for many learners in her eight years of volunteering. The money will be used to
help fund Everybody Wins! for years to come.

Girls on the Run! A big THANK YOU is due to BCEMS teachers Chris Farnham and
Shayna Guild for coaching the Barre City Girls on the Run team this spring!  Over 20
girls and their families celebrated the end of the season on June 5 by running a 5 K race
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in the incredibly welcoming East Parkside Terrace neighborhood near BCEMS.  Many
teachers and staff joined the fun and cheered on the girls and their families!   Here is
just one of the wonderful pictures (all of which can be found on the BCEMS Facebook
page) taken by BCEMS mom Shannon Alexander:

A Big Honor for the BCEMS PreK Program! We were notified by the Vermont
Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired that our PreK program has been
recognized for their outstanding work!  VABVI was established in 1926 to afford
individuals with sight loss and vision differences the opportunity to strive for greater
independence, personal growth, and a good quality of life.  According to VABVI, the
BCEMS team has done exceptional work in supporting one of our young students since
he transitioned from Early Intervention services three years ago.  The team consists of
Pre-K classroom teacher Jen McKelvey, Paraeducator Jessica Manning, Special
Educator Lara Merchant, Occupational Therapist Paige Chouinard, Physical Therapist
Lini Albergini, and Speech  Language Pathologist Spencer Horchler. Through their
individual instruction with the student, their cooperative efforts to co-treat and consult
with each other, and their close collaboration with his engaged family, the student's
developmental and visual needs and accommodations have consistently been
considered and met!  VABVI came last week to  publicly recognize the team for their
outstanding efforts.  Congratulations team!

“Doing Whatever It Takes to Ensure Success for Every Child”



BC Middle School Design Lab Project Thank you to Design Lab teacher Chris
Putney and his students for building over 20 beautiful picnic tables that will be placed
around the BCEMS campus for all to enjoy!  Check out their work in the latest middle
school update below:

BC Middle School Update:  June 8

Finally, we'd like to offer our thanks to all of you for your support in this most challenging
year.  We are proud of our students and staff, and we have been for the entirety of these
incredibly difficult last 15 months!  But we couldn't have made it without the support of
the entire BCEMS community of families.  And all of you.  Thank you!

Respectfully, Chris and Hayden

“Doing Whatever It Takes to Ensure Success for Every Child”

https://fb.watch/60l6GQeB62/


Message from the Principal
 

We anticipate very hot classrooms this week, due to the weather forecast.  We strongly
recommend students have water bottles with them to remain hydrated throughout the day.  The
fountains have filling stations for water bottles, but are not available as drinking fountains.   

We now have ten academic days remaining to the school year.  We want to remind students and
parents that we have a number of support measures in place that students can access and we
encourage students to continue to work hard and ask for help as they need it. We also encourage
parents to reach out to teachers and counselors with any questions.  There will be limited summer
school offerings in some of the core courses (English, Math, Science and Social Studies) for those
students that are close to meeting proficiency, but do not quite make it. We do not want students
getting discouraged and giving up, even if they believe they might not be able to meet proficiency
by June 18th.   

June 17th will be the last full day of school.  Teachers will communicate with students about
expectations for assessments/reassessments, final projects, presentations or the like.  June 18th
will be a half day and students that are close to meeting proficiency but not quite there will have a
final call back opportunity.  Students will receive communication directly from their teacher
during the evening of June 17th to know if they should return on June 18th.  

As always, please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions to Brenda Waterhouse at 
 bwateshs@buusd.org.   Be safe, healthy and stay Tide strong!

Graduation
 

The SHS 2021 Graduation will be held on Saturday, June 26th. We will hold our ceremony on
Pendo Field for all students, families and community members to attend at 11 AM. Under the
current guidelines, we will expect everyone in attendance to wear a face covering and guests
should expect to bring their own chair, as the bleachers will not be available. If the state guidelines
for schools change, we will update these expectations. 

If there is inclement weather, we will hold the ceremony at 3 PM.  If the inclement weather
persists, the graduation ceremony will be moved inside.  In anticipation of the guidance changing,
we do expect that each senior will be able to include a small number of guests and only those with
guest tickets will be admitted.  Until the guidance is changed, however, we are uncertain as to how
many guests each senior will be allowed. 

Regardless of our ceremony being held on Pendo Field or in our auditorium, the ceremony will be
streamed live and recorded. We are hoping for terrific weather so that we may all celebrate
together. 

Graduation practice will be held on Wednesday, June 23rd from 12:30 - 3:30 PM. This is required
of all seniors participating in graduation.

Spaulding High School Newsletter
June 7, 2021

https://www.spauldinghs.org/fall2020/ccc
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English - Freshman Humanities-English, Sophomore English, Fantasy, Science Fiction,
Advanced World Mythology
History - U.S. History, Civics, Freshman Humanities-History
Mathematics - Algebra 1A, Algebra 1B, Geometry, Algebra 2, Connections
Science - Life Science, Physical Science, Forensic Science

Spaulding Summer School

Spaulding High School will offer an expanded Summer School program in 2021. The program
will run in two 10 day sessions: June 23rd-July 6th and July 12th-July 23rd. Each session will
feature three sections that students may be eligible to access: Academic, Social Emotional
Learning and Orientation for Incoming Freshmen. A typical day will have three two-hour
periods, so students may access up to three offerings per session, if applicable. The three two
hour periods will be: 8:00 AM-10:00 AM, 10:30 AM-12:30 PM and 1:00 PM-3:00 PM.

Academic sections will be offered to those students that were close to meeting proficiency but
did not quite achieve that level in identified courses in the areas of English, history, mathematics
and science.  The academic courses that will be offered are:

Students will need to demonstrate proficiency in the standards that they have not yet met. 
 Because these vary for students, it is important that students attend all of the sessions, as
materials and lessons are specific for their needs and planned accordingly.  Alicia Tosi
(atosishs@buusd.org) and Ryan Dunlea (rdunlshs@buusd.org) are the coordinators and will be
communicating with students and parents about eligibility for the summer programs.

The Social Emotional Learning (SEL) section will include individual student counseling.
Referrals will be made by school counselors.  The SEL coordinator, Anna Ryan
(aryanshs@buusd.org), will be reaching out to those students and parents to set up appointments,
which will be virtual and held throughout the summer break. 

Incoming students will be invited for a two hour orientation and tour.  Parents are encouraged to
participate in the orientation session.  These will be scheduled over the course of the four-week
period.  Jim Ferland (jferlshs@buusd.org), Assistant Principal, will be reaching out to students
and parents about scheduling a time.  These orientation sessions will be in small groups and
allow time for question and answer session.

Students should bring a water bottle and food to be eaten during breaks outside. The cafeteria
will be open and can provide breakfast and lunch as needed.  If a student misses three meetings
without letting the appropriate coordinator know in advance (see contact list), they will be
dropped from summer school. The first absence will result in an email from the school.
Subsequent absences will result in a phone call from the school.  Attendance is critical for
student success.  The academic summer programs are not available remotely.

Questions about any of the summer programs can be sent to the individual coordinators or
Brenda Waterhouse at bwateshs@buusd.org.  

Virtual Awards Ceremony

We will be sharing a video that will go live TONIGHT, Monday, June 7th at 7 PM of our end of
year awards ceremony.  Our end of year awards ceremony recognizes students in all subject areas
and across the four grade levels.  There are also several awards that are from outside entities. 
 Please enjoy and help us celebrate the accomplishments of many of our students!

https://www.spauldinghs.org/fall2020/ccc
https://www.spauldinghs.org/fall2020/ccc
https://www.spauldinghs.org/fall2020/ccc
https://www.spauldinghs.org/fall2020/ccc
https://www.spauldinghs.org/fall2020/ccc
https://youtu.be/Pd1cE49R1pU


Virtual Awards Assembly Awards
to be released on

Monday, June 7, 2021 at 7 PM

Sue Brennan
Poetry Out Loud - Noah Rubel (Runner Up); Emily LaRose (Finalist)
Script Writing Workshop - Emily LaRose, Will Poirier, Noah Rubel, Charlotte Young

Sam Loesch
Alumni Junior English Awards - Grady Chase & Zoe Tewksbury

Angie Saldi
St. Michael’s College Book Awards - Camden Simpson & Bella Kamont

Sam Mishkit, Guin Frederickson, Colin Crawford-Stempel, Eric Marshall, Sara Dorr & Pam Smith
Science Awards
Physical Science - Nathan Morris, Charlotte Kellett, Ryan Allen, Gracie Martin, Garrett Cameron
Life Science - Moss Bahner, Grady Emmons, Amera Severtson, Cole McAllister, Max Hebert (or
Blake Bliss)
Life Science Honors - Angelique Macie
Marine Biology - Maggie Duprey
Anatomy & Physiology - Hope Farnsworth
Chemistry - Jacob Lamphere, RJ Saldi
AP Biology - Taite Magoon
Physics -Mallory Kiniry
Physics Honors - Noah Rubel
Forensic Science - Bria Dill, Cameron Kearney

Danielle Brizzolara
Math Awards 2021
Connections: Damien Martin
Foundations: Kayla LaPrade
Algebra 1 Part A: Ashley Morrison
Algebra 1 Part B: Lily Asselin
Algebra 1 H: Kacie Audet
Geometry: Blake Bliss
Geometry H: Ryan Allen
Algebra 2: Abigail Lindhiem
Algebra 2 H: Logan Kelley
Precalculus: Madison Ashford
Engineering: Shea Harding



Statistics: Noah Partridge
AP Statistics: Zach Stabell
AP Calculus AB: Rachel Forlow
AP Calculus BC: Noah Rubel
UVM Math Exam: William Poirier

Mike Whalen & Katie Saint Raymond
History Awards
Freshmen - Ariyana Little, Issac Lamberton, Julian Mercy, Erik Codling
Sophomores - Abbie Lindhiem, Kevin Desjardins, Madison Ashford
Juniors - Camden Simpson, Christian Titus, Chloe Mattson, Madison Ashe
Seniors - Zachary Stabell, Willem Pontbriand, Katelyn MacIver, Josie Diego

Ben Ark
Business Awards
Sophomores - Dylan Bachand, Amera Severtson, Rebecca McKelvey, Kaden Luster, Destini
Feccia
Juniors -Alex Rivard, Johnathan Maurice, Evan George
Seniors - Olivia Rousse, Allyson Felch, Conner Neddo

Barb Strong & Myrna Miranda-O’Neill
Spanish Awards
Spanish 1 - Ariyana Little, Lily Asselin
Spanish 2 - Addison Pinard, Isabella Boudreault, Jonathan Jesmonth
Spanish 4 Honors - Alyssa West

Spanish 1 -  Kacie Audet, Ivahn Wakefield- Wilder
Spanish 3 - Logan Kelley, Madison Ashford, Isabella Bevins, Jamison Mast
Spanish 5 Honors - Mallory Kiniry

Karine Marineau
French Awards
French 1 - Ryan Allen, Charlotte Young
French 2 - Ian Longfellow, Noah Rubel
French 3 - Ellison Fortin
French 4 - Noah Partridge

Christine Smith
Martha Morris Avid Reader Awards:
Freshman - Kai Pallutto
Sophomore - Charlotte Young
Junior - Senait Cambio

mailto:ksainshs@buusd.org


Senior - Amina Malagic
Librarian’s Choice - Alexa Hricay, Lily Asselin

Brendan Eaton
Art Awards
Creative Thinker - Madison Ashe, Elliot Bresett, Amiya Deering, Zach Stabell, Noah Partridge,
Kyle Mattot, Brooke Rayta, Cameron Kearney, Carter Welch, Zach White
Outstanding Artists - Ryan Allen, Lily Asselin, Isabella Boudreault, Aubrey Cheney, Charlotte
Kellett, Camden Kelley, Destini Feccia, Theresa Hoar, Bella Kamont, Gage Simpson, Abbi Smith,
Isabelle Wightman

Ry Hoffman
Green Mountain Boys State - Christian Titus
US Senate Page - Hayden Ross
Wellesley College Book Award - Kelly Sanders
Society of Women’s Engineers - Honors - Annie Linendoll, High Honors - Emma Cushman,
Highest Honors - Theresa Hoar
RIT Awards - Emma Blaisdell, Isaac Lobb, Noah Rubel, Eleanor Steinman
Clarkson Awards - Brady Lamberti, Emily Poulin
Rensselaer Award -  Noah Rubel

Danielle Brizzolara & Pam Smith
National Honor Society Inductees
Seniors - Eusebio Aja, Jacob Allen, Elise Atwood, Anna-Kate Bailey, Chesnee Barney, Jenna
Bellavance, Madeline Benoit, Camden Boucher, Amelia Cameron, Emma Cushman, Jake Darling,
Josie Diego, Indira Dzano, Isabelle Druzba, Allison Everett, Allyson Felch, Isabelle Fischer, Natalie
Folland, Rachel Forlow, Theresa Hoar, Eamon Hogan, Camden Kelley, Evan Kerin, Carson King,
Mallory Kiniry, Owen Kresco, Annie Linendoll, Taite Magoon, Amina Malagic, Kiana Martin, Noah
Partridge, Halle Pletzer, William Poirier, Willem Pontbriand, David Poulin, Emma Proteau, Nathan
Romeo, Olivia Rousse, Jenna Sawyer, Jasmine Sayah, Zachary Stabell, Natalie Taylor, Emily
Wilson, Alyssa Winkler
Juniors - Taylor Audet, Colby Berard, Abigail Burachowski, Julia Dunn, Cydney Ferrer, Jonathan
Jesmonth, Bella Kamont, Hayden Kennedy, Brady Lamberti, Emily Lamberti, Payton Lamberti,
Isaac Lobb, Jamison Mast, Chloe Mattson, Alexander Maurice, Emily Morris, Delaney Partlow,
John Poirier, Emily Poulin, Noah Rubel, Kelly Sanders, Camden Simpson, Abbigail Smith, Eleanor
Steinman, Zoe Tewksbury, Christian Titus, Isabelle Wightman

Will Poirier
Jay Trombley Teacher Award - Mary Gaudreau
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BARRE TOWN MIDDLE AND  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 
70 Websterville Road 

Barre, VT   05641 
(802)476-6617 

FAX:  (802)479-5723 
btmes.org 

 
June 2021 

Happy June, BTMES Families!  
We wanted to share with you a few updates as it relates to the end of the school year and to keep you posted regard-
ing the Fall.   
 

Current Year 
Wednesday, June 9:  BUUSD Budget Vote. School will be in-person for students! Our pick-up process will have a few 
adjustments on this day. Instead of picking-up students outside the gym doors, we will have tents placed on the green 
field (to the right of the Wood Chip Plant/near the bike path). Students will enter cars in the pick-up line closer to where 
the speed bump is by the bike path. The traffic pattern will stay the same. The only change on the parent end will be 
picking-up your child(ren) a few hundred feet sooner.  
 

Thursday, June 10:  Please return any district issued device (Chromebook, IPad, bag, charging cord, headset, etc.) to 
your child’s homeroom/TA.  The devices will stay at school, but no longer be transported back and forth to school this 
year.     
 

BT BVA students are welcome to drop-off devices at school on Friday, June 18 between the hours of 1:00 - 3:30 or on 
Monday, June 21 between the hours of 10:00 - 2:00. 
 

Thursday, June 17:  The last day of school for Preschool students.   
 

Friday, June 18:  The last day of school for students in grades K-8.  This will be an early release day.  Pick up times 
will be 10:45 for students K-4 and 11:00 for grades 5-8.  
 

Report cards will go home with students on this day.  Please note that next year’s teaching assignment will be shared 
in the summer letter.   
 

Eighth grade Step-Up Night at 6:00pm.  All students should plan to arrive by 5:40pm.   
 

Looking ahead to 2021-2022 
*Summer letters will be mailed home to families in early August from your child’s homeroom/TA.  We continue to inter-
view for open positions, watch our enrollment numbers and review profiles of classrooms as students enroll and unen-
roll. This means that student placement for the 21-22 school year is not set in stone which is why we will not be noting 
on the June report card who next year’s teacher will be.  
 

*There will be in-person instruction Monday through Friday.   
 

*We are working on bussing and transportation as this is shared across all of the BUUSD schools. We are currently 
looking at transporting BT Prek-8 students on one bus run.  This means that at BT, K-8 will more than likely have 1 
schedule, not a split schedule like we had prior to COVID.  
 

*Updated guidance from the VT Agency of Education for the 2021-2022 school year can be found here: Instructional 
Operations for Fall 2021 
 
Please don’t hesitate to let us know if you have questions.  
 
Best, 
Jen W. Nye and Erica Pearson, BTMES Co-Principals 

 

https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-instructional-operations-for-fall-2021.pdf
https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-instructional-operations-for-fall-2021.pdf


8th Grade Step Up Information 

Page 2  Barre Town Middle and E lementary School  June 2021  

 

Dear 8th Grade Families,  
 

For your planning purposes, we are closing in on our 8th grade Step Up Night plan.  We 
are planning to hold our Step Up ceremony on Friday, June 18th at 6:00 pm.  Here is 
some important information: 
 

 We have a rain date of Thursday, June 17th at 6:00 pm. 
 
 We will be socially distancing the students and they will be seated in chairs on the 

blacktop out back.   
 
 There will be no chairs supplied for families, and all separate households will need to remain socially  
      distanced.  We expect this event to be standing room only (meaning we do not believe there will be room 
      for families to bring their own chairs - we will confirm this as we get closer).  Please plan accordingly.  
 
 If both days (June 17th and 18th) are forecasted for bad weather, the 8th graders have voted that they 

would like to have individual evening TA ceremonies for themselves and their families inside our 
gym.  This is only a back up plan should both days look to be inclement weather.  We are all hoping that 
this third level of planning will not come into play.   

 

We all cannot wait to celebrate our amazing 8th graders together!   

Last day of school for students:   
Friday, June 18th  - Early Dismissal 

 

Last day of Preschool: 
Thursday, June 17th (NOTE CHANGE OF DATE) 

 

  8th Grade Step Up Night: 
Friday, June 18th 

Raindate:  Thursday, June 17th  

Special Promotion 
 

On or after 6/6, the first 50K visitors who go to rewards.pricechopper.com, create an account 
or sign in, and will claim 100 Rewards points.  
 
Then go to Tools for Schools, choose Barre Town Middle and Elementary School and donate 
those points to directly to us!!  

https://rewards.pricechopper.com/


Crops by Kids  
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At the top of the garden, you will notice two large cattle fences 
inverted and attached to the garden beds. This is a trellis for 
pole beans and children will be able to walk under the trellis. 
Check it out. As the writing of this newsletter the beans have 
not been planted but later this summer it will be fun to see what 
is growing there. Thanks to Laura Thygesen for this idea. 
 
Please feel free to stop by the garden this summer to pick the 

vegetables, enjoy a picnic in the garden, see what is growing or just look around.  We will 
have garden map, displayed in the kiosk right outside the garden, about what vegetables 
are in which bed.   
 
We have many families signed up to water and weed the garden during the summer.   
Thank you for helping out.  
 
Have a great summer and Happy Gardening! 
Deb Curtis, Garden Coordinator, dcurtbte@buusd.org 
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News from the Nurses 

                     Summer Safety Tips 
 
 
Beat the Heat 
Anybody can be at risk for a heat-related illness. Follow these summer safety tips, like taking extra breaks and 
drinking lots of water. 
 

Bug Safety 
Mosquitoes can cause a number of illnesses, including Zika Virus and West Nile Virus. Learn what you can do 
to protect yourself at work and play. 
 

Playgrounds 
Emergency departments see more than 20,000 children ages 14 and younger for  playground-related traumatic 
brain injury each year. 
 

Fireworks 
Summer is synonymous with barbecues, parades, fireworks displays – and plenty of visits to emergency 
rooms, especially during July. 
 

Water Safety 
Drowning caused 3,709 deaths in 2017. The younger the child, the greater the risk. 
 

Bicycling 
Bicyclists must take extra precautions when they ride. They often  share the road with vehicles, but injuries can 
happen even on a bike path. 
 

Skateboarding 
Everyone falls, but there's a right way to do it. In 2017, 98,486 people were treated in hospital emergency 
rooms after being injured skateboarding. 
 

Boating 
Most boating experiences are positive. But joyful times quickly can turn deadly if boaters are not  vigilant 
about safety – at all times. 
 

Pedestrian Safety 
Cell phone distracted walking is a huge problem, and rarely are we more vulnerable than when walking, cross-
ing streets and negotiating traffic. 

https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/tools-resources/seasonal-safety/summer/heat
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/tools-resources/seasonal-safety/summer/zika
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/safety-topics/child-safety/playgrounds
https://www.nsc.org/community-safety/safety-topics/seasonal-safety/summer-safety/fireworks
https://www.nsc.org/community-safety/safety-topics/seasonal-safety/summer-safety/fireworks
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/tools-resources/seasonal-safety/drowning
https://www.nsc.org/community-safety/safety-topics/seasonal-safety/summer-safety/bicycles
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/safety-topics/child-safety/skateboards
https://www.nsc.org/community-safety/safety-topics/seasonal-safety/summer-safety/boating
https://www.nsc.org/community-safety/safety-topics/seasonal-safety/summer-safety/boating
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/safety-topics/distracted-walking
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June 

 

Please watch your mail for the 
2021-2022 student packets in 

early August. 
 

First Day of 
School :   

August 30th 
Grades 1-8 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 1 
 

2 3 4 
 

7 8 
 

9 10  School Board 
Meeting—5:30 p.m.  

11   

14   15 16 17  Last day of 
school for PK 
students 
 
 

Raindate:  8th 
Grade Step Up 
6:00pm 
 

18  Last day of school 
for Grade K-8 students 
(1/2 day) 
11:00—5th-8th 
10:45—K-4th 

21 Staff Development 
Day 

    

School Calendar  
For  

2021-2022 School  Year 
 

You can find the calendar for next school year using the following link:  
 

BUUSD 2021-2022calendar.pdf 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1622124767/bsuvtorg/uzllue3wacb74xwbrjoc/2021-2022calendar.pdfC:/Users/kbensbte/Documents/2019_12_10
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1622124767/bsuvtorg/uzllue3wacb74xwbrjoc/2021-2022calendar.pdf
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BARRE UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT 
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 

Via Video Conference – Google Meet 
June 3, 2021 - 5:30 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Alice Farrell, Chair - (BT)  
Abigayle Smith, Vice-Chair (BC) 
Guy Isabelle – (At-Large) 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:   
 
 
OTHER BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Sonya Spaulding 
 
ADMINISTRATORS PRESENT: 
Josh Allen, Communications Specialist 
Chris Hennessey, BCEMS Principal 
 
GUESTS PRESENT: 
Josh Howard  Sue Paxman  
       
1. Call to Order 
The Chair, Mrs. Farrell, called the Thursday, June 3, 2021 BUUSD Communications Committee meeting to order at  
5:31 p.m., which was held via video conference. 
 
2.  Additions and/or Deletions to the Agenda 
None. 
 
3. Public Comment 
Mr. Hennessey advised that he is pleased to be attending the Facilities/Transportation Committee meeting. 
 
4. Approval of Minutes  
     4.1 Meeting Minutes for May 6, 2021 BUUSD Communications Committee Meeting 
On a motion by Mr. Isabelle, seconded by Ms. Smith, the Committee unanimously voted to approve the Minutes of the  
May 6, 2021 BUUSD Communications Committee meeting. 
 
5. New Business 
     5.1 Promotion of Budget Re-vote 
Mr. Allen provided a re-cap of recent budget promotion activities, including; distribution of an exit survey (after the 2nd vote), review 
of survey results, website updates to include the Board approved budget data (for vote 3), distribution of absentee ballot information, 
distribution of general budget information (including a video), Front Porch Forum and Facebook posts (of messages from the Board), 
a Letter to the Editor of the Times Argus (from the Board), Mrs. Spaulding’s participation in one of JD Green’s recently aired “Aired 
Out” Podcasts, outreach to voters (when misinformation has become known), indirect promotion of the schools (Athletics, JROTC, 
Art, Music etc.), the filming of an SHS Awards Night presentation (will be first aired on 06/07/21), and videos from BCEMS, 
BTMES, and SHS which are in production.   Additionally, Mr. Allen has been working on simplified graphics for posting on social 
media.  On 06/02/21, Mr. Allen (and Work Base Coordinator, Michelle LaFrancis) met with local organizations to provide more 
information on Work Based Learning and on how to best highlight the BUUSD’s partnership with these 90+ local business partners.  
A large ‘thank you’ will be sent to these organizations in the near future.  Mr. Hennessey, who was also present at the meeting, 
reported that this Committee would be proud to see how area businesses are ‘stepping up’ to participate in this program, which is 
much more extensive than Mr. Hennessey realized.  Brief discussion was held regarding a recent budget related article in the Times 
Argus which provided a good overview of the budget.  Mr. Allen will share the article via the BUUSD’s various platforms.  Brief 
discussion was held regarding the complexity of the education funding formula.  It was noted that the level of individuals who qualify 
for an income sensitivity tax credit is large (63%).  Mrs. Spaulding voiced concern regarding some recent community social media 
postings that imply the Board is not being honest with budget promotion.  Mrs. Spaulding clarified that the Board has been promoting 
budget information in the same manner as in the past, and that figures are always posted as accurately as possible.  The recent 
reappraisal in Barre Town makes predicting the tax implication more complex.  Ms. Smith advised that she is aware of anxiety in the 
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Barre Town community, as their reappraisals are occurring during a time when the housing market is inflated due to the covid 
pandemic. Mr. Allen advised regarding the process, whereby he works with several individuals (Business Manager, Superintendent, 
Board Chair) to assure budget numbers are accurate, prior to posting them on the web site or social media.  A community member 
voiced concern that the tax increase (resulting from the budget) is too much for tax payers to bear, and though the impact of the 
reappraisal is not known at this time, taxes will increase based on the fact that the budget is increasing and the District needs more 
money than last year.  Concern was voiced that there was a significant budget increase last year, and if taxes increase too much, the 
population will leave the area.  It was reiterated that the District does not have control over the cost of healthcare; because those 
benefits are negotiated by the State.  Many districts in the state have been negatively impacted by the state- wide negotiation of health 
care.  Ms. Smith encouraged Mr. Howard to take this issue on at the State level, working to move healthcare negotiations back to the 
community level.  It was suggested that during the next round of negotiations, teachers be asked to contribute more towards their 
healthcare costs.  A community member requested that union contract negotiations be open to the public.  The BUUSD will continue 
to promote the budget vote until the vote is held.  It was agreed that the recent Times Argus article will be posted on Facebook  
(by Mr. Allen), and on Front Porch Forum (by Mrs. Farrell).  Mrs. Spaulding has sent out a request (to Board Members) to participate 
in a “Honk & Wave” activity to promote voting.  It was noted that some individuals are reporting difficulty finding links to 
Board/Committee meetings.  Mr. Allen advised that the links are posted by the Superintendent’s Executive Assistant, but he will work 
to make the meeting post/links more visible on Facebook, and will contact Mrs. Gilbert regarding adding a ‘call-in’ number and 
meeting code to the meeting schedule on the BUUSD web site.  It was noted that some of the links work/don’t work based on the 
technology being used (phones vs. computers etc).  It was reported that there is some misinformation circulating regarding how the 
District will operate on 07/01/21 if no budget has been passed.  It is misinformation that the District will have to operate at 87% of the 
FY21 budget for FY22.  The correct information is that the District will operate at 87% of the current (FY21) budget only until a 
budget is passed for FY22.  
    
6.  Old Business  
     6.1 Vision, Mission, and Strategic Planning Update 
Mr. Allen reported that the final meeting of the Design Team is 06/16/21.  Following that meeting, a final presentation will be given to 
the Board.  Mr. Goodrich sent out a survey to all of the stakeholders and collected feedback, which is being analyzed by the Design 
Team.  Mr. Allen plans to strongly promote the Vision, Mission, and Strategic Plan shortly before school begins.  Promotion will 
include staff, students, families, and the community in general. Vision, Mission, and Strategic Planning was suggested as a topic for 
discussion at the Board Retreat. 
 
7. Other Business 
Brief discussion was held regarding upcoming promotion of summer camps and the return to school (full time in–person learning).   
Brief discussion was held regarding the possible renaming of the school district.  It was clarified that the name was mandated by 
legislation, but that discussions have been held regarding the possibility of changing the name of the District.  This item should be 
presented to the Board at a future time. 
 
Mr. Isabelle thanked the Times Argus for recent athletic related articles, noting that SHS teams have been very successful and are 
breaking records.  Recognition of this is much appreciated and should not go unnoticed.   
 
Mr. Howard inquired regarding any recent fund- raising for athletics.  It was noted that COVID restrictions have severely limited fund 
raising.  Mr. Isabelle noted that in the past, community members and local businesses have been very supportive. 
 
Mr. Isabelle encourages individuals to watch the CVCC Awards Night video which will be posted on 06/08/21. 
 
8. Items to be Placed on Future Agendas 

• Summer Activities (July) 
• Vision, Mission, and Strategic Planning (July) 
• Back to School Communication Report (July) 
• Brainstorming Possible Name Change for the District including Re-branding (July) 

 
• Work Based Learning (Add to Parking Lot) 

 
9. Next Meeting Date    
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, July 1, 2021 at 5:30 p.m., via video conference. 
 
10. Adjournment    
On a motion by Ms. Smith, seconded by Mr. Isabelle, the Committee unanimously voted to adjourn at 6:35 p.m.    
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Andrea Poulin   
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