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A Prayer for
End of School Year

At the end of this school year we give thanks to God:
For all the teaching and learning that has taken place in
our school, both in and out of the classroom,
For the talents and gifts that have been shared and
the challenges that have been faced;
For the burdens that have been lifted and
the hurts that have been healed;
For the respect and care that has been given.
We give thanks for the friendships that have just begun
and for those that have grown.
For the faith that has been lived in our daily struggles,
For the hope that has lifted our hearts on the dark days
And for the love that has kept us going.
We give thanks for the community
that we are, and we ask you Lord Bless our families as we take our holidays, may our time
together leave us with memories to cherish.
Pour out your love on us that we may return renewed
and refreshed to continue our journey together.
We make this prayer through Christ.

Amen

Monthly Value
- UNITY At SJS, we incorporate the Archdiocese’s
Values Infusion Program
into our daily studies.

Unity is an understanding that we are all one in Christ and that what
we do to one another affects the entire body.

“Celebrating our peaceful community.”
Being in union with one another helps us to treat others as brothers and sisters in
God’s family creating a sense of cooperation and peacefulness.
Unity: noun: the state of being one-a small word that can have the power to change the
world, one group at a time, one family at a time, one community at a time, etc...
after all, we live in the UNITED STATES of AMERICA; yet there is so much division...
amongst small groups, families, communities, etc..thanks to
so many strong opinions...so much ego...so little compromise.
How can we be united in a massive effort if we are not united in small groups?
Sadly, the impact of pettiness, division, strong opinions and ego-centrism can undo what by
nature should be united. So, we have a lot of work to do. UNITY does not come as naturally as
it once did, or maybe it was always this way. I say this because, as a huge fan of AESOP,
the famous slave and storyteller whose words of wisdom ring true today, clearly lack of unity
was an issue even back in ancient Greece 600 years BC- even before the existence of social
media. When you have a moment over the Summer, refresh your memory of
the story of the sticks: one stick is easily broken, a group of sticks is hard to break.
Upon further reflection of the word UNITY, I remembered that back in the 1970's,
there was a hit song by a British Rock Group called The Brotherhood of Man;
the song was "United We Stand" ; it sends the same message:
"United we stand, divided we fall..." You Tube it and absorb its heartfelt lesson.
Therefore, as we do every day as we say the Pledge of Allegiance, despite our differences,
despite our pettiness and opinions, we should, in our own "small" way pledge to remain
INDIVISIBLE as a school community. In fact, real unity to me means that our
differences and opinions are heard, celebrated and most of all, respected!
And we can still be UNITED and there for one another! That's the goal!
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WE INVITE YOU TO BE PART OF OUR SUCCESS!
Saint Joseph School BEST-IN-CLASS COMMITTEE
(SJS BICC) Update
We are Grateful!
Thanks to the support of the Saint Joseph Community Members who have contributed
monetarily and through their incredibly diligent volunteer work, our dedicated Pastor, Rev.
Peter McGeory, Alumnus of SJS ‘63, and our forward-thinking School Leader, Mrs. Mary Ellen
Sanchez, are elated to report on the progress of the SJS Best-In-Class Project.

How it Started:
After Mrs. Sanchez' first year as Principal, Father Peter and she collaborated to identify the
coordinated goals and objectives for growth at SJS, in response to many long-standing requests
of the SJS Community.

We aim to:
DEVELOP THE WHOLE CHILD: SPIRITUALLY, COGNITIVELY, SOCIALLY-EMOTIONALLY, AND
VOCATIONALLY, so that all of our students realize that their potential for growth is ENDLESS!
*increase the Catholic Identity of SJS
*foster the longevity of SJS for future generations of Catholic New Yorkers
*initiate a PreK Program to form young, healthy souls and minds
*develop a unique Computer Science and Technology Program to prepare our students for
success in the future highly digital world
*implement a robust Science Curriculum, replete with research and hands-on experimentation
*design, build and outfit the learning environments in which to implement these programs
*integrate all of the above to reach the first goal: DEVELOP THE WHOLE CHILD!

How Are We Doing?
Despite the severe restrictions visited upon us by the COVID-19 Pandemic, under the
leadership of Mrs. Sanchez, without missing a beat but with all safety regulations fully
implemented, we OPENED OUR SCHOOL FOR FULL IN-PERSON in September. The SJS BICC
managed a $775,000. Project: during the Pandemic! Under the watchfulness our Business
Manager, Dean Marrazzo, and volunteer Head Engineer, Paul Scariano, this dream became a
reality, due to the generosity of our Pastor, Father Peter, who financed the project, with the
prayerful hope and expectation of community donations.
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SJS BICC Update Cont'd
Catholic Identity:

Due to the creativity of our School and Parish Leadership Team, we continue to generate ways
to celebrate our Religion. To name a few: on March 19, 2021, The First Saint Joseph's Festival
was held! We conducted our traditional 4th Grade Bible Mass! On a regular basis, our Faculty
and Students participated in school-wide Virtual Rosaries. To wrap up the school year, SJS
collected hundreds of pounds of food to donate to the HOPE organization. We look forward to
engaging our students even more in our Religion by attending monthly First Friday Mass,
frequent visits to our beautiful church, increased dedications and consecrations to
our Saints...we need to make our Faith thrive even more in our community!

SJS Longevity:

We are living through another time in history when our Faith is being decimated every which
way we turn-unfortunate proof of this is the closing of multiple Catholic Schools in our region.
We at SJS are determined to counter this decline in Catholic Education so that our future
generations can benefit from the solid, Christ-Based education that SJS has been providing for
decades. By increasing enrollment, being responsive to changing community needs and
requests, and integrating best educational practices, WE ARE PREPARING,
in a never-ending challenge, for our present and future,
while always honoring and holding dear our SJS Traditions!

WE ARE DATA DRIVEN: LOOK AT OUR NUMBERS:

ENROLLMENT:
June 2018: 132 students
August, 2018: Mrs. Mary Ellen Sanchez, Principal, was hired:
June 2019: 156 students
June 2020: 228 students
June 2021: 237 students (with some additional enrollments pending).
Do the Math: The student enrollment has nearly doubled since August 2018.
Re Enrollment + new family additions exceeds 100%.

SJS PreK Program:

We couldn't be happier to announce that our PreK 3 and PreK 4 Program, which started in
September 2020, under the direction of our Principal and her illustrious team of Early
Childhood Educators, is GROWING in leaps and bounds just as these little ones are! The
Inaugural PreK Class currently has 28 students; our PreK enrollment for September is
50 Students! May we all embrace these youngest SJS students and their fabulous families who
are starting their children off on a wonderful pathway of Catholic school education!
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SJS BICC Update Cont'd
Computer Science and Technology Program:
Computer Science at SJS, aka: "CS at SJS" is the ONLY Computer Science Program in a Catholic
Elementary School in the area. This fabulous start-up is run by super awesome young people
whose goal is to share Digital Literacy with the world! "CS at SJS" incorporated full training of all
interested Faculty and Staff Members in these topics: Coding, Graphic Art, and Web Design, and
we will continue to work with this company to expand our "CS at SJS" Program; our goal is to
prepare our students for technological competency. In addition to Computer Science, our SJS
students use technology to increase their academic achievement-be it enrichment or
remediation. From Digital Safety to Keyboarding, we're teaching it all.

A Robust Science Curriculum:
Despite the restrictions of the COVID Pandemic, our Science Teachers maintained the mantra,
"Where there's a will, there's a way."
This has been an explosive year of STREAM: Science, Technology, RELIGION, Engineering, Art,
(and) Math, replete with research, hands-on experimentation, building, and tech-based
presentations...so much action happening, and always being mindful that God is our
Creator...without HIM none of this would be. Please check out our Instagram and Website to
see the hundreds of photos which document the Scientific engagement of our students!

So, here comes the big one:
Design, Build, and Outfit the learning environments in which to implement these programs:
due to the COVID Restrictions which did not allow students to travel from classroom to
classroom, we have not yet begun to use our Technology, Reading, Art and Computer (TRAC)
Lab or our Science Lab in the ways they were designed for functionality and learning- we had to
work creatively to deliver the curriculum to our students, without the cutting-edge facilities that
were built for this purpose. The TRAC and Science Labs were used as "regular homerooms" this
year...now, as we are praying that the restrictions are lifted, the Labs will be fully functional in
the way our BICC envisioned them...let the work and fun begin...IMAGINE!
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Dearest and Highly-Esteemed MEMBERS OF THE SJS COMMUNITY,
There are not enough words to relate my gratitude for all of your understanding, patience, cooperation, trust and
respect through a most difficult period. The constant looming fear, the anxiety, the anger, the grief, the
uncertainty...very few people, if anyone, has not struggled with what we have experienced this past year, starting
in March, 2020. Yet, through it all, because of our UNITY of purpose, and the necessity to FOCUS on what was vital:
the trivial, the petty, the selfishness...somehow evaporated.
As you know, the Summer of 2020 was spent finalizing the grueling construction details of our massive BEST IN
CLASS PROJECT, with the constant question being asked: "Will the school be ready for the students?" Add to that
the myriad accommodations that were mandated due to the pandemic...but we remained resolute in our
response: "The school HAS TO BE READY for the students." And we kept telling ourselves that, until it became a
reality.
As my Mother used to say, "From a thorn, comes a rose." (I think she was particularly fond of that expression, as
her name was Rose.) I kept reminding myself that through the shock of the Spring, 2020, and the Summer's
drudgery, something good would emerge-something good would just have to emerge... and emerge it did! Typical
of our warm SJS Community, we opened our hearts even further and welcomed so many new, lovely, amazing
students and their families...the rose had appeared. (Thanks, Mom!)
Furthermore, I will never forget the feeling of utter exuberance when the Archdiocese began to (tentatively)
announce that we were able to REOPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK FOR IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION, as long as our Reopening
Plan was approved! Ah, such JOY! I remember saying to myself, "Joy still does exist!" after months of feeling deep
despair that our beloved girls and boys may not be able to return to in-person instruction at SJS. The sadness of
not seeing our phenomenal students was lifted... and was replaced by happiness and anticipation!
Through a very dark time, you, our loyal SJS parents, had kept the faith! You had re-registered your children, truly
having no idea of what September would look like...a valid indicator of trust that is nothing short of miraculous!
It is very difficult to describe how extraordinary your children have been this year...the desire for normalcy, the
resilience of youth and the perseverance of will combined to make for a highly successful school year: filled with
intense academics, good will toward others, increased use of technology, extra specials classes...it goes on and on.
A special thank you to all of our teachers for their ingenuity, energy, and determination...I fully appreciate the
fatigue of teaching with a mask on, trying to hear little ones through their masks...all while not lowering
expectations for classroom atmosphere and learning-awesome does not begin to cover it.
I could not be more appreciative to our generous Pastor, Father Peter, and the entire SJS Administrative
Team...when I asked for something for the school, there was never a question or objection. We are all indebted to
this rare, brilliant Priest, who loves our school so much.
My deepest admiration and gratitude to The Mothers' Club who just kept going...and going...under the flawless
Leadership of Francine Flynn...to the Parish Council, the Men's Club, and every parent who emailed, waved (and
were smiling under their masks) and spoke a kind word this year...THANK YOU FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART.
We will always remember our precious Father John Paul who left us after Christmas...we will never forget the
strong impact he made on us in such a very short time; we ask him to continue to intercede for us with Jesus, Our
Saviour, and His Blessed Mother.
In closing, AS A COMMUNITY, we not only did what we had to do, but we THRIVED- the roses are blooming!
I pray that each and every one of you has a restful, peaceful, healthy, happy Summer!
Fondly, gratefully, and proudly,
Mary Ellen Sanchez,
Principal, SJS
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Dearest 8th Grade Graduates,
I am filled with mixed emotions, as many of you may be, as you graduate from SJS. It is a bittersweet time of
farewells, and yet a joyful time as we look forward to your futures!
I take particular pride in you, Girls and Boys of the SJS Class of 2021, as I feel that I had more to do with your
"formation" than the classes who graduated before, as I have had (almost) three whole years with you!
You are just beginning to take steps on an important journey...what you do over the next four years can have a
tremendous impact on the rest of your life. Who you chose to spend your time with, how much you listen to
people who TRULY LOVE you, how you choose to treat others...NOW IS THE TIME WHEN IT REALLY STARTS TO
MATTER.
Apply yourself to everything you do... think twice before you do things. Be safe and responsible in your actions.
Give it your all! Dream... there are no limits...YOU CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
May the Good Lord be with you.
Don't forget how much we love you here at SJS!
Sincerely,
Mary Ellen Sanchez, Principal, SJS
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Girls and Boys of the SJS Graduating Class of 2021:
This song, which I often played as song of the day, has been covered by many
artists; one of the loveliest renditions is by THE VOGUES.
I'd like you to listen to the song frequently and internalize the
passionate lyrics of this meaningful song to derive inspiration
for daily living as you are on your quest to fulfill your dreams.
So much love,
Mary Ellen Sanchez, Principal

To dream the impossible dream
To fight the unbeatable foe
To bear with unbearable sorrow
To run where the brave dare not go
To right the un-rightable wrong
To love pure and chaste from afar
To try when your arms are too weary
To reach the unreachable star
This is my quest to follow that star
No matter how hopeless, no matter how far
To fight for the right
Without question or pause
To be willing to march
Into hell for a heavenly cause
And I know if I'll only be true
To this glorious quest
That my heart will lie peaceful and calm
When I'm laid to my rest
And the world will be better for this
That one man, scorned and covered with scars
Still strove with his last ounce of courage
To reach the unreachable star
The fight the unbeatable foe
To dream the impossible dream
And the world will be better for this
That one man, scorned and covered with scars
Still strove with his last ounce of courage
To reach the unreachable star
To fight the unbeatable foe
To dream the impossible dream
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Important Dates
- JUNE -

04

Kindergarten Graduation
NOON Dismissal
Faculty Luncheon

09

8th Grade Last Bell

11

Pre-K Moving Up Ceremony
8th Grade Graduation and Mass

14

Flag Day Dress Down

18

Last Day of School - HAPPY SUMMER!
10am Dismissal

SJS STRONGER Than Ever!
Sincerely, respectfully and gratefully,
Mary Ellen DeMarzo-Sanchez, M.Ed.
Principal, SJS
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