
 

 

Board of Education 
Darien, Connecticut 

 

TUESDAY, MAY 11, 2021 
 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Darien Public Schools’ 
Administrative Offices 

Meeting Room 
6:30 p.m. 

 
AGENDA 

1.  Call to order 
2. Proposed Adjournment to Executive Session for the purpose of interviewing for 

the position of Middlesex Middle School Principal and discussion concerning 
compensation for unaffiliated staff pursuant to Connecticut General Statute 1-
200(6)(A) 

3.  Reconvene in public session. 
4.  Adjournment. 

 

TUESDAY, MAY 11, 2021 
  

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

MEETING ROOM 
7:30 P.M.   

 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 
 

   1.    Call to Order………………………..     Mr. David Dineen                            7:30 p.m.  
   
    2.    Chairperson’s Report……………..      Mr. David Dineen    
                                 
    3.    Public Comment*…………………       Mr. David Dineen   
          
    4.    Superintendent’s Report………….      Dr. Alan Addley   
                                   
    5.    Approval of Minutes……………          Board of Education 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TUESDAY, MAY 11, 2021 
 
 
    6.    Board Committee Reports………           Mr. David Dineen  
     
    7.    Presentations/Discussions  
 
 a.  Darien Public Schools……….          Dr. Alan Addley 
      Status Update 
 
            b.  Presentation, Discussion……          Dr. Alan Addley 
                 and Possible Action on                    Mr. Christopher Tranberg 
                 Proposed Trip to Spain                    Ms. Christina Mauricio 
                 for Darien High School 
                 Students 
 
           c.   Presentation and Discussion….      Dr. Alan Addley 
                 of Educational Specifications 
                 for Proposed Renovation Plans 
                 for Hindley, Holmes and Royle 
                 Schools 
 
           d.   Update and Discussion on……..    Mrs. Shirley Klein 
                 Extended School Year Program 

       
  8.  Action Items  

 a.  Personnel Items………………..      Ms. Marjorie Cion                                 
       i. Appointments  
      ii. Resignations/Retirements 
 

 9.  Public Comment*…………………….        Mr. David Dineen          

10. Adjournment………………………..…       Mr. David Dineen 

      AA:nv  

 

* Due to the current COVID-19 regulations and restrictions pertaining to public 

indoor gatherings, the Board of Education meeting will be available to the public 
via Zoom.   
 

Those members of the community wishing to view only, should do so through the 

Darien Youtube link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUnnvyKBFbFrTWQRuoB6OZA 

Those members of the community wishing to participate in public comment 

should join the meeting via Zoom:  

https://darienps.zoom.us/j/93741480373 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUnnvyKBFbFrTWQRuoB6OZA
https://darienps.zoom.us/j/93741480373


 

 

In order to reduce audio interference, members of the community are requested 

not to simultaneously view by Youtube while participating on Zoom 
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APPROVED  

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION  

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 2021  

  

PLACE:  

DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS  

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES  

BOARD OF EDUCATION CONFERENCE ROOM  

VIA ZOOM 

7:30 P.M.  

  

Board Members Present: 

  Brown  Dineen McCammon  Maroney Ochman Parent Ritchie  Sini  Stein  

Present   x x x x x x  x 

Absent  x               x   

  

Administration Present: 

Dr. Addley, Mr. Tranberg, Ms. Klein (via Zoom), Ms. Cion and Mr. Rudl  

  

Audience:  Meeting held in Board of Education office and via You Tube / Zoom 

  

1.  Call to Order  Mr. David Dineen, Chair  

At 7:32 p.m. (0:00) 

 

2.  Chairperson’s Report  Mr. Dineen 

At 7:32 p.m. (0:00) 

  

 

3.  Public Comment  Mr. Dineen  

At 7:35 p.m. (0:03) 

 

Joslyn Delancey Stamford, CT (DEA President) 

Belinda Fang 22 Beach Drive 

Roshin Vecarelli 29 Bailey Ave 

Jennifer Sherman 10 Sylvan Rd 

Michelle Lee 7 Berry Lane 
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Motion to Amend the Agenda to Add the Appointment of the Director of Elementary 

Education: 

1ST  MR. Maroney 

2ND  MRS. Ochman 

  Brown  Dineen McCammon Maroney Ochman Parent Ritchie  Sini  Stein  

Yes   x x x x x x  x 

No                    

Abstain                    

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (7-0-0) 

 

4.  Superintendent’s Report  Dr. Alan Addley  

At 7:48 p.m. (0:16) 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Approval of Minutes  Mr. Dineen 

 At 7:57 p.m. (0:25)  

  

  

Motion to Approve Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on March 23, 2021:   

1st Mrs. Parent   

2ND Mr. Maroney   

  Brown  Dineen McCammon Maroney Ochman Parent Ritchie  Sini  Stein  

Yes   x x x x x x  x 

No           

Abstain           

 

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (7-0-0) 

  

  

6.  Board Committee Reports  Mr. Dineen   

   At 7:57 p.m. (0:25)  

  

PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS  

  

   

7.  Presentations/Discussions:  

 

a. Darien Public Schools Status Update Dr. Addley 

At 7:57 p.m. (0:25) 
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b. Further Discussion on FY22 Budget Mr. Dineen 

Dr. Addley 

At 8:40 p.m. (1:08) 

 

 

 

  

   

c. Update on Elementary, Middle and High School 

Enrollment for 2021-2022 School Year 

Mr. Richard Rudl  

At 8:42 p.m. (1:10) 

 

 

 

d. First Reading and Discussion of Proposed 
Board of Education Policies: 2700 “Retention of  
Electronic Records and Information”; 2800 
“Holds on the Destruction of Electronic 
Information and Paper Records”; 3175 “Code of 
Conduct Governing Procurements under a 
Federal Award” 

Ms. Marjorie Cion  

At 8:44 p.m. (1:12) 

 

 

 

e. Action on Non-Renewal of Staff Working under 

One-Year Contracts, Long-Term Substitutes 

and Permanent Building Substitutes 

Ms. Marjorie Cion  

At 8:48 p.m. (1:16) 

 

 

   

Motion to Approve Non-Renewal of Staff Working under One-Year Contracts, Long-Term 

Substitutes and Permanent Building Substitutes: 

1ST  MRS. Stein 

2ND  MR. Maroney 

  Brown  Dineen McCammon Maroney Ochman Parent Ritchie  Sini  Stein  

Yes   x x x x x x  x 

No                    

Abstain                    

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (7-0-0) 

 

8. Action Items 
a. Personnel Items         Ms. Marjorie Cion   

i. Appointments      

ii. Resignations/Retirements  

  

  At 8:49 p.m. (1:17)      

Motion to Approve the Personnel Items as Detailed in the Personnel Action Report 

Dated April 7, 2021:   

1st Mrs. Stein   

2ND Mrs. Ochman  
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   Brown  Dineen McCammon Maroney Ochman Parent Ritchie  Sini  Stein  

Yes   x x x x x x  x 

No                    

Abstain                    

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (7-0-0) 

 

Motion to Approve Julie Droller as the Director of Elementary Education 

1ST  MR. Maroney 

2ND  MRS. Ritchie 

  Brown  Dineen McCammon Maroney Ochman Parent Ritchie  Sini  Stein  

Yes   x x x x x x  x 

No                    

Abstain                    

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (7-0-0) 

   

             

9.  Public Comment  Mr. Dineen  

At 8:51 p.m. (1:19) 

 

Elizabeth Drew 14 Dubois St 

 

 

10.  Adjournment Mr. Dineen  

At 8:53 p.m. (1:21) 

          

MOTION TO ADJOURN:  

1st Mrs. Ochman 

2ND Mr. Maroney  

  Brown  Dineen McCammon Maroney Ochman Parent Ritchie  Sini  Stein  

Yes   x x x x x x  x 

No                    

Abstain                    

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (7-0-0) 

  

Meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m. (1:21)     

  
Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

D. Jill McCammon,  

Secretary  
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Darien Public Schools Status Update
May 11, 2021

Darien Board of Education
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Updates 

• COVID Case Metrics

• Student Vaccination Clinics

• Quarantining

• Remote Learners

• Year End Ceremonies, Celebrations & Spectators/Audiences

• 2021-2022 School Year

• American Rescue Act Grant Funding
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COVID-19 Cases 

LOCATION CURRENT 
CASES

CURRENT 
QUARANTINE

CUMULATIVE 
CASES

CUMULATIVE 
QUARANTINE

DHS/FITCH 1 4 152 882

MMS 0 0 73 537

HINDLEY 0 2 39 298

HOLMES 0 0 32 309

OX RIDGE 0 0 17 163

ROYLE 0 0 28 264

TOKENEKE 0 1 28 281

CENTRAL SERVICES 0 0 1 10

Total 1 7 370 2744

*current as of May 5, 2021 at 2:00pm
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Average Daily Rate of COVID-19 Cases Among Persons 
Living in Community Settings per 100,000 Population By Town

(Data Updated: May 06, 2021)

Darien: 21 cases – 6.9 per 100,000



County Metrics Week ending May 01

County New COVID-19
Cases
(14-day avg. per 
100K pop)

Percent Test Positivity New COVID-19 
Hospital Admissions 
(14-day avg. per 100K 
pop)

Percent COVID-like illness 
hospital ED visits

Connecticut 17.2 3.1% 2.4 3.0%

Fairfield 16.6 6.6% 2.8 4.0%

Leading Indicator Secondary Indicators



Town of Darien: COVID-19 Cases 
Since School Started 2020-21*

(Data contained may differ slightly from that reported by the State 
due to use of different date ranges.)



Number of Remote Learners
SEPT 22, 2020 – JAN 12, 2021



Number of Remote Learners
JAN 19, 2021 – APRIL 30, 2021 
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• School Psychologist (DHS)

• 2.5 FTE Literacy Interventionists (Elementary) 

• Contact tracing

• Furniture storage 

• Technology access, Kindergarten ViewSonic Boards

• Recovery services 

• Campus monitor & extracurricular/intramurals (MMS)

• Expansion of SEL/RULER (Secondary)

American Rescue Plan Act Grant ($964k)

Expenditure Considerations 



Questions & Discussion

10

Questions & Comments 



Darien Public Schools________________________________________________________________________________________

Memorandum

To: Members of the Board of Education, Darien Public Schools; Dr. Alan Addley, Superintendent of Schools
From: Christina Vázquez Mauricio, Chair of World Languages, Grades 6-12
Re: Global Education & International Travel Program at Darien High School
Date: May 7, 2021

Dear Members of the Board of Education and Dr. Addley,

In my role as Chair of World Languages, and in accordance with Board Policy 6710, I would like to ask you and the
members of the Darien Board of Education for permission to take a group of Darien High School students on a
language learning trip to Spain during the April 2022 spring recess. My colleague Ralph Hernández, a Spanish
teacher at Darien High School, is the trip’s co-advisor. This trip is the first of a series of excursions the World
Language Department hopes to begin at Darien High School.

Immersive learning opportunities abroad will cultivate a global perspective and open-mindedness in our children.
A Global Education and International Travel Program at Darien High School aligns with our District’s mission and
vision to provide diverse academic experiences for all students, and it is our hope for our students to have these
opportunities for years to come.  In addition to our language learning trip, we hope to expand and offer leadership
and service learning opportunities. As global education becomes part of the fabric of the student experience in our
district, our students will return home to enrich our community with their new-found appreciation for the world at
large.

We have enlisted the help of Education First Tours (EF), the global leader in educational travel, as our international
travel partner. Over the past 50 years, hundreds of thousands of students have traveled with EF all around the
world.  Partnering with such a renowned and experienced organization gives our students, families, and
community the assurance that our time abroad will be safe and enjoyable, while also having all of the resources at
our disposal to mitigate any unforeseen circumstances.

When in-person learning resumed this fall, I met with Ellen Dunn to discuss our plans and next steps for gauging
community interest. We sent a survey to the DHS community in November.  Spain was the most popular destination
selected for a language learning trip.  We hosted an informational Zoom meeting with parents in December and
shared our plans with 172 students and their families. To date, 61 students have registered for the Spain trip. If
approved, the excursion will be chaperoned by members of the Darien High School faculty.

Attached is a presentation that includes our program details, Board of Education Policy 6710: Field Trips, the Field
Trip Request Form #F2, and EF’s Educational Tours Safety and Security Policy.

I’d like to add, as a personal note, my own experiences of traveling with students. Before coming to serve the Darien
Public Schools in the summer of 2016, I traveled abroad with my own Spanish students on four separate occasions
to Spain, Italy, Costa Rica, and Perú. Through the years, those language immersion and service learning trips are
among the most formative life experiences my former students still recall. I would love to partner with you to bring
these opportunities to our students here in Darien.

Thank you very much for your consideration, and I look forward to sharing more details with you on the 11th.

Christina Vázquez Mauricio































Day 1: Fly 
overnight to Spain

Day 2: arrive in 
Málaga

Days 3 & 4:
Granada

Day 5:
Sevilla

Day 6:
Córdoba

Days 7 & 8:
Madrid

Days 9 & 10:
Barcelona























































































































































































































Darien Public Schools
Special Education and Student Services

Update on 2021 Extended School Year (ESY) Program Planning

Shirley K. Klein, Assistant Superintendent of Special Education and Student Services
Kristin M. O’Reilly, Program Director for Elementary Special Education and Student Services



Special Education Extended School Year Program 
ESY Program Overview

The Darien Public Schools Extended School Year (ESY) Program provides special education 
and related services to eligible students with an Individualized Educational Program (IEP) 
during June and July of the academic year. This year, we have seen a significant increase 
in ESY eligible students as a result of COVID-19 impact and have thoughtfully planned for 
student recovery services within our ESY recommendations.

Each student’s Planning and Placement Team (PPT) determines eligibility for the ESY 
Program on an individual basis. The PPT members consider:

• The nature or severity of the student’s disability (nonregression); 
• The student is likely to lose critical skills or fail to recover these skills within a 

reasonable time as compared to typical students (regression/recoupment); 



Special Education Extended School Year Program 
ESY Program Overview (continued)

• The student’s progress in the areas of learning crucial to attaining self-sufficiency 
and independence from caretakers (nonregression);  

• The student’s stereotypic, ritualistic, aggressive or self-injurious interfering 
behaviors prevent the student from receiving some educational benefit from the 
program during the school year (nonregression); or 

• Other special circumstances identified by the IEP team such as: the ability of the 
student to interact with other non-disabled students; the areas of the student’s 
curriculum that need continuous attention; the student’s vocational needs; or 
the availability of alternative resources. 

CDSE Topic Brief: Extended School Year

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/Topic_Brief_ESY.pdf?la=en


Darien High School is the site for the ESY Program for students with IEPs in grade K-12. Students participating 
in the ESY Program at DHS may also participate in the Darien Summer School (DSS) Program.

• The program will begin on June 28, 2021 and end on July 30, 2021. Students may receive services during the 
hours of 8:30am - 12:30pm, Monday through Friday.

Tokeneke Elementary School is the site for the Early Learning and Kindergarten Readiness Programs for 
pre-kindergarten students with IEPs and typically developing students in an integrated learning program. Some 
DLC Program students in grades K-2 will also be on-site at Tokeneke.

• The program will begin on June 28, 2021 and end on July 30, 2021. ELP and pre-kindergarten students may 
receive services during the hours of 8:00am - 11:45am, Monday through Thursday. 

• PPT recommendations for ELP students may also include services that extend through 12:30pm, Monday through 
Thursday.

• Students attending the DLC program may receive services during the hours of 8:00am - 12:00pm, Monday 
through Friday.

Special Education Extended School Year Program 
ESY Program Information



Special Education Extended School Year Program 
2021 Program Planning Timeline

June 28, 2021
First day of ESY

September 2020
Begin planning

Sept. 2020 - March 2021
Most ESY PPT meetings 

held & IEPs finalized

February-March 2021
ESY Program staff hired

April 2021
Communication with 
parent organizations

May 2021
ESY schedules to be emailed to 

families 

April 2021
ESY transportation needs 

shared with vendor

May 2021
ESY Program staff receive 

caseload assignments



Special Education Extended School Year Program 
Student Enrollment



Special Education Extended School Year Program 
Staffing



Special Education Extended School Year Program 
2021 ESY Program Staffing Breakdown



Thank You!



From To

1 Elizabeth Bechtold Resignation DHS/English Teacher 6/30/2021

2 Alyssa Pitonzo Resignation DHS/Special Education Teacher 6/30/2021

3 Emily Masino Resignation ELP/Early Childhood Teacher 6/30/2021

Resignations and Retirements (Informational Only)

PERSONNEL ACTION REPORT

May 11, 2021

Item Name Action Replacing/Location/Position
Effective Date 

Tenure Area Certification Class/Step 
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