
 

 

Board of Education 
Darien, Connecticut 

 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2019 
 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Darien Public Schools’ 
Administrative Offices 

Meeting Room 
7:00 p.m. 

 
AGENDA 

1.  Call to order 
2. Adjourn to Executive Session (2nd Floor Conference Room) for the purpose of 

discussion regarding negotiations and the employment of a consultant pursuant 
to Connecticut General Statute 1-200(6) (B) (A)  

3.  Reconvene in public session. 
4.  Adjournment. 

 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2019 
 

PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

MEETING ROOM 
7:30 P.M.   

 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 
 

   1.   Call to Order……………………  Mrs. Tara Ochman                      7:30 p.m.  
   
    2.    Chairperson’s Report……………..  Mrs. Tara Ochman    
                                 
    3.    Public Comment*…………………   Mrs. Tara Ochman   
    
*Public Comments are limited to three minutes per individual and are designed to allow community members to inform the Darien 
Board of Education of their opinions and/or concerns.   Where appropriate, community members are also encouraged to reach out 
to the school administration during regular school hours.   There should be no expectation for dialogue on such public comments to 
take place at a regular/special public meeting, given that by law the Board may only discuss matters that are set forth on its 
agenda.   

  



 

 

 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2019 
  
                   
    4.    Superintendent’s Report………….    Dr. Alan Addley                                     
     

5.    Approval of Minutes………………    Board of Education                            
   
    6.    Board Committee Reports………     Mrs. Tara Ochman                       
 
    7.    Presentations/Discussions 

 
            a.  Presentation of Student……..    Ms. Ellen Dunn/  
                 Distribution (Class Size)            Ms. Shelley Somers 
                 Reports for the High School 
                 and Middlesex 
 
 b.  Further Discussion and………   Ms. Marjorie Cion/ 
      Action on Proposed                   Mr. Michael Burke 
      Revised Board Policy 6840, 
      Graduation Requirements 
 
 c.  Discussion and Possible…….    Dr. Alan Addley/ 
                 Acceptance of Contemplated    Mr. Chris Manfredonia  
      Gift for the Darien High School 
                 Football Program 
 
            d.  Discussion and Possible…….   Dr. Susie Da Silva 
                 Action on 2020-21  
                 Consolidated Grant  
                  (includes Title 1)  
 
            e.  Presentation of October 1st….  Mr. Richard Rudl 
                 District Enrollment Report 
                 and Projections 
 
 f.   Discussion on September……   Mr. Richard Rudl 
                 2019-20 Financial Report  
                 and Possible Action on  
                 Proposed Budget Transfers 
 
            g.  Further Discussion and……….. Mrs. Tara Ochman 
                 Action on Board of  
                 Education’s Contribution 
                 to the Development of a 
                 Community Values 
                 Statement 
 
             
 



 

 

   
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2019 

 
 7.  Presentations/Discussions (cont.) 
           
         h. Discussion and Action…………..   Dr. Alan Addley 
             on Authorization for the  
             Superintendent to enter into 
             a Consulting Agreement for  
             Board of Education  
             Strategic Planning   
 
 8.  Action Items  

  a. Personnel Items………………..   Ms. Marjorie Cion                                 
       i. Appointments  
      ii. Resignations/Retirements 
 

 9.  Public Comment*…………………….     Mrs. Tara Ochman                                    

     10.  Adjournment…………………………      Mrs. Tara Ochman 
      
           

AA:nv  

 
*Public Comments are limited to three minutes per individual and are designed to allow community members to inform the Darien 
Board of Education of their opinions and/or concerns.   Where appropriate, community members are also encouraged to reach out 
to the school administration during regular school hours.   There should be no expectation for dialogue on such public comments to 
take place at a regular/special public meeting, given that by law the Board may only discuss matters that are set forth on its agenda.  



1 
 

APPROVED 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Tuesday, September 24, 2019 
 
PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION CONFERENCE ROOM 
7:30 P.M. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Present X X X X X X X X X 

Absent          

 
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT:  
Dr. Addley, Dr. Da Silva, Ms. Klein, Ms. Cion and Mr. Rudl 
 
AUDIENCE:  Approximately 15 
 
1.  Call to Order  Mrs. Tara B. Ochman, Chair,  

at 7:30 p.m. (0:00) 
 
2.  Chairperson’s Report Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  

 at 7:31 p.m. (0:01) 
 
3.  Public Comment        Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  
 at 7:32 p.m. (0:02) 
 
4.  Superintendent's Report Dr. Alan Addley  

 at 7:32 p.m. (0:02) 
 
5.  Approval of Minutes  Board of Education 
                                                                                                  at 7:37 p.m. (0:07) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING AND EXECUTIVE SESSION HELD ON 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2019:  
1st Mr. Burke 
2ND Ms. Ritchie 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD 

ON SEPTEMBER 10, 2019:  
1st Mr. Brown 
2ND Mr. Maroney 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 
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No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
 
6.  Board Committee Reports Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  
          at 7:37 p.m. (0:07) 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
7.  Presentations/Discussions: 
 

a. Presentation and Discussion      Dr. Alan Addley 
 on Superintendent’s Entry Plan    at 7:41 p.m. (0:11) 

   
   

b. Discussion and Action      Mr. Richard Rudl 
on 2018-19 Final Year End     at 8:01 p.m. (0:31) 

 Financial Report and Return         
 of 2018-2019 F/Y Unused 
 Funds to the Town 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE 2018-19 YEAR END FINANCIAL REPORT AND RETURN THE 2018-19 F/Y 

UNUSED FUNDS TO THE TOWN:  
1st Ms. Ritchie 
2ND Mr. Burke 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
 
 

c. Discussion on July/August Mr. Richard Rudl 
2019-2020 Financial Report at 8:08 p.m. (0:38) 
And Possible Action on Proposed 
Budget Transfers  

        
MOTION TO APPROVE THE BUDGET TRANSFERS IN THE JULY-AUGUST 2019-20 FINANCIAL REPORT:  
1st Ms. McCammon 
2ND Ms. Ritchie 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
 

d. Further Discussion and Dr. Alan Addley 
Possible Action on Board     at 8:14 p.m. (0:44) 
Master Agenda for August 2019- 
January 2020  
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MOTION TO APPROVE THE BOARD MASTER AGENDA FOR AUGUST 2019-2020:  
1st Ms. McNamara 
2ND Mr. Maroney 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
    
e. Discussion on Board of     Mrs. Tara Ochman   
Education’s Contribution to the     at 8:23 p.m. (0:53) 
Development of a Community  
Values Statement 
   

  
8.  Action Items:  

 
a.  Personnel Items      Ms. Cion  
 i.   Appointments    at 8:41 p.m. (1:11) 

  ii.  Resignations/Retirements 
   
MOTION TO APPROVE THE PERSONNEL ITEMS AS OUTLINED IN THE MEMO DATED SEPTEMBER 24, 
2019: 
1st Mr. Burke 
2ND Mr. Dineen 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
       
9.  Public Comment   Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  
   at 8:42 p.m. (1:12) 
Jack Davis – 197 Hoyt Street 
 
10.  Adjournment     Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  
           at 8:43 p.m. (1:13) 

     
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
1st Mr. Maroney 
2nd Mr. Burke 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
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Meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m. (1:14)    

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kathrine Stein, 
Secretary 
 
 

 











Memorandum 
 

 
 
To: Board of Education 
 
 
From:  Marge Cion 
  Michael Burke 
 
 
Date: October 22, 2019 
 
 
 
Re:  Repeal Current Policy 6840 and Replace with new Policy 6840: Graduation      

Requirements 
 
 
 
On April 23, 2019 the Board of Education approved the administration’s proposed changes to 
Darien High School’s graduation requirements to reflect the State of Connecticut’s required 
changes to those requirements beginning with students graduating in 2023.  
 
The new requirements increase the number of credits needed for graduation from 22 to 25. 
There are also changes to the distribution of the 25 credits as well as the addition of a Mastery 
Based Diploma Assessment.  Both the current and new requirements contain provisions for 
demonstrating proficiency in reading, writing and mathematics by meeting the “college 
readiness benchmark” score on the School Day SAT Assessment, as well as equivalent tasks 
for students who do not demonstrate proficiency through test scores.  
 
The proposed new Board Policy 6840 sets forth both the current requirements, which apply 
to Darien High School students who will graduate in 2020, 2021 and 2022 and the 
requirements that apply to students who graduate in 2023 and thereafter. There are several 
other provisions in the policy that will remain the same for both the current and new 
requirements including the minimum number of subjects required each semester, the 
transfer of credits and enrollment requirements. 
 
We are therefore asking the Board of Education to repeal the current Policy 6840 and replace 
it with a new policy that complies with the current State requirements. Both policies are 
attached to this memorandum. 
  
 
 
 















Darien Public Schools 

Darien, CT 

POLICY 
 

 

Series 6800 : Instruction 

 Policy 6840 

 

I.        Graduation Requirements for the Class of 2020 through 2022 

  

A. In order to graduate from Darien High School, and participate in the graduation 

ceremony, a student must acquire a minimum of 22 academic credits as shown in the  

Credit Distribution Requirements listed below, unless otherwise determined by a 

student’s Planning and Placement Team (PPT) in accordance with state and federal law.  

In addition, a student must demonstrate proficiency in the basic skills as described in II. 

B. A student will be required to take a minimum of six subjects per semester in addition to 

physical education and Health, except for a senior who is taking three or more 400 level 

courses, who may take a minimum of five courses per semester, and except as otherwise 

determined by a student’s PPT or Section 504 team in accordance with state and federal 

law. 

 
C.        CREDIT DISTRIBUTION REQUIREMENTS 

English   4 Credits      

         English 9       1 

           English 10       1 

           American Literature      1 

           Senior Literature       .5 

           English Senior Capstone     .5 

 
History & Social Science 3.5 

Western Civilization (Grade 9)    1 

World Studies (Grade 10)     1 

American History (Grade 11)     1 

Law & Government (Grade 12)    .5 

 
 



Darien Public Schools 

Darien, CT 

POLICY 
 

 

Laboratory Science 2 

 

Biology (Grade 9)      1  

Earth Science or Chemistry(Grade 10)   1  

  

Mathematics 3 

 
Fine and/or Practical Arts 

Art, Music, Drama, Humanities, Technology, Video  1 

 
Physical Education/Health      1 

Including Jogging, Weight Training, CPR, and Health 

 
Elective Credits       7.5 

 
 

Total Credits for Graduation      22.0 

 
D. . Demonstration of Proficiency in Basic Skills 

In addition to meeting the coursework and credit graduation requirements listed above, to 

graduate high school, each student must demonstrate proficiency in the basic skills in reading, 

writing and mathematics 

Evidence-Based Reading & Writing 

Proficiency is measured by meeting the “college readiness benchmark” score on the School Day 

SAT Assessment in Reading and Writing. 

Mathematics 

Proficiency is measured by reaching the “college readiness benchmark” score on the School Day 

SAT Assessment in mathematics  

Basic Skills Equivalent Tasks 



Darien Public Schools 

Darien, CT 

POLICY 
 

 

Students who do not meet this standard on the School Day SAT Assessment may also 

demonstrate proficiency in the basic skills described above by achieving satisfactory results on 

the following: 

•  Earning a passing grade in the grade 11 English course, American Literature. 

•  Earning a passing grade in Algebra 2 or College Math Topics. 

 

E. TRANSFER OF CREDITS 

Credits awarded by secondary public and private high schools that have been accredited by 

state accrediting agencies in accordance with Board Policy 6845 will be accepted toward 

fulfillment of the required twenty-two (22) credits. 

 

E.  ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENT 

Students, to be eligible to receive a Darien High School diploma and participate in the 

graduation ceremony, must have been fully enrolled and meet the attendance requirements of 

Darien High School for the full and final semester before graduation. This requirement may 

be waived for seniors whose families moved to Darien after the start of the final 

semester.  Exceptions to this policy may be made by the Superintendent of Schools after 

reviewing each case with the high school administration. 

In the event the student is unable to participate in physical education classes due to illness or 

injury for more than 3 classes per quarter, the student must submit written documentation from 

their health care provider or advanced practice registered nurse. The note should include: the 

reason for exclusion from physical activity, the specific physical activities the student is 

restricted from, and the start date of the physical activity restriction. Further, the student’s health 

care provider or advanced practice registered nurse must also provide written documentation 

stating the date a student is medically cleared to resume all athletic activities. Students who are 

unable to participate in Physical Education classes will also be restricted from participating in 

high school athletic activities. Students must meet with their P.E. teachers to arrange for 

appropriate use of class time in the event of an extended absence from P.E. 

Any student who is deaf or hearing impaired may be exempted from any world language 

graduation requirement if his or her parent or guardian requests such exemption in writing. 

Only courses taken in grades nine to twelve inclusive, and that are in accordance with the state-

wide subject matter content standards, adopted by the State Board of Education, shall satisfy the 

above graduation requirements, except that the Board will grant a student credit. 

  

 



Darien Public Schools 

Darien, CT 

POLICY 
 

 

II.        GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CLASS OF 2023 AND BEYOND 

A. In order to graduate from Darien High School, and participate in the graduation 

ceremony, a student must acquire a minimum of 25 academic credits as shown in the 

Credit Distribution Requirements listed below, unless otherwise determined by a 

student’s PPT in accordance with state and federal law.  In addition, a student must 

demonstrate proficiency in the basic skills as described in II. 

B. A student will be required to take a minimum of six subjects per semester in addition to 

physical education and health, except for a senior who is taking three or more 400 level 

courses, who may take a minimum of five courses per semester with the prior approval of 

the student’s school counselor and provided that the student will meet the credit 

requirements for graduation, and except as may be determined by a student’s PPT or 

Section 504 team in accordance with state and federal law. 

 
C.         CREDIT DISTRIBUTION REQUIREMENTS 

 
HUMANITIES         9 credits 

  

English     4      

English 9     1  

English 10     1 

American Literature    1 

Senior Literature elective   .5 

English Senior Capstone   .5 

 

History     3.5  

Western Civilization (Grade 9)   1 

World Studies  (Grade 10)    1 

American History (Grade 11)   1  

Law & Government (Grade 12)   .5 

 

Fine Arts/Practical Arts   1 

 

 Elective Credit in Humanities  .5 

(World Languages, Independent Studies, English, Social Studies, Art, Music, Business, 

Drama)      

                



Darien Public Schools 

Darien, CT 

POLICY 
 

 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, MATHEMATICS       9 credits 

          Laboratory Science     3 

 Biology (Grade 9)    1  

 Earth Science or Chemistry (Grade 10) 1  

 Elective Science (preferred in grade 11) 1 

 

Mathematics      3 

 

Elective Credits in STEM     3                          
(Science, Math, Technology Education, Computer Science, Economics, Business, Media, 

Graphic Design, Digital Photograph, Music Technology, Independent Studies) 

 

WORLD LANGUAGES        1 Credit 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND WELLNESS     1 Credit 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY EDUCATION      1 Credit 

 

MASTERY BASED DIPLOMA ASSESSMENT     1 Credit 

 

OPEN ELECTIVE CREDITS        3  

 

 

Total Credits Required to Graduate      25 credits 

 

D. Demonstration of Proficiency in Basic Skills 

In addition to meeting the coursework and credit graduation requirements listed above, to 

graduate high school, each student must demonstrate proficiency in the basic skills in reading, 

writing and mathematics 

 

Evidence-Based Reading & Writing 

Proficiency is measured by meeting the “college readiness benchmark” score on the School Day 

SAT Assessment in Reading and Writing. 



Darien Public Schools 

Darien, CT 

POLICY 
 

 

 
Mathematics 

Proficiency is measured by reaching the “college readiness benchmark” score on the School Day 

SAT Assessment in mathematics. 

 

Basic Skills Equivalent Tasks 

Students who do not meet this standard on the School Day SAT Assessment may also 

demonstrate proficiency in the basic skills described above by achieving satisfactory results on 

the following: 

 

•  Earning a passing grade in the grade 11 English course, American Literature. 

•  Earning a passing grade in the grade 11 math course taken. 

 

A student who presents written documentation from a physician or advanced practice registered 

nurse stating that participation in physical education is not advisable because of the physical 

condition of the student, shall be excused from the physical education requirement.  In such a 

case, another subject must be substituted. 

 Any student who is deaf or hearing impaired may be exempted from any world language 

graduation requirement if his or her parent or guardian requests such exemption in writing. 

Only courses taken in grades nine to twelve inclusive, and that are in accordance with the state-

wide subject matter content standards, adopted by the State Board of Education, shall satisfy the 

above graduation requirements, except that the Board will grant a student credit. 

 
E.   TRANSFER OF CREDITS 

Credits awarded by secondary public and private high schools that have been accredited by 

state accrediting agencies will be accepted toward fulfillment of the required twenty-two (22) 

credits. 

 
F.  ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENT 

Students, to be eligible to receive a Darien High School diploma and participate in the 

graduation ceremony, must have been fully enrolled and meet the attendance requirements of 

Darien High School for the full and final semester before graduation. This requirement may 

be waived for seniors whose families moved to Darien after the start of the final 

semester.  Exceptions to this policy may be made by the Superintendent of Schools after 

reviewing each case with the high school administration. 



Darien Public Schools 

Darien, CT 

POLICY 
 

 

 
G.  Graduation During Period of Expulsion 

A student may graduate during an expulsion period if the Board determines that the student 

has completed the necessary credits required for graduation. 

  

Legal References: 

  

Public Act 17-42, An Act Concerning Revisions to the High School Graduation 

Requirements 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-5c 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-14  

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-16b  

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-221a 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-223a 

 

ADOPTED: _______________ 

  

 

 

 



 

 

Memorandum 

To: Alan Addley 

From: Chris Manfredonia 

Date: 10/18/2019 

Re: DHS Football Contemplated Gift Form 

Dr.  Addley- 

Through the generous donations of several parents DHS football parents, the annual Blue/White 

Fundraising Party brought in $25,590* in checks of varying amounts.  Below is a breakdown of the 

donations made as well as how the DHS football team plans on using this money to support the 

players on the team. 

 

Black Pants for 2020 season- to be purchased spring of 2020- $2500 

Hudl Software Products specific for football for 2020 season- to be purchased spring 2020- $2500 

Replacement Black Jerseys for 2020 season- to be purchased spring of 2020- $2500 

Sr. Day T& Turkey Bowl T-Shirts for players- $3000 

Banquet Ticket for players- $2800 

Banquet expenses- $1500 

2 Man Tackle Sled- $2200 

Dumbbell Set & Rack- $2400 

ATC Rehab Unit for Training Room- $1900 

Senior Gifts- $625 

End of Year Awards- Students- $1800 

Gilman Gear- Step Overs- $1800 

 

*2 donations @ $20 

2 donations @ $50 

5 donations @ $75 

4 donations @ $100 

1 donation @ $125 

4 donations @ $150 

1 donation @ $175 

1 donation @ $225 

3 donations @ $250 

3 donations @ $350 

1 donation @ $400 

5 donations @ $500 

1 donation @ $700 

1 donation @ $780 

1 donation @ $850 

2 donations @ $900 

2 donations @ $1000 
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1 donation @ $1100 

1 donation @ $1125 

1 donation @ $1300 

1 donation @ $1395 

1 donation @ $1650 

1 donation @ $1675 

1 donation @ $1875 

1 donation @ $2600 

 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions, or need additional clarification. 



Darien Public Schools     -     Administrative Offices 
    

35 Leroy Avenue – P.O. Box 1167 – Darien, Connecticut 06820-1167 

Tel: 203-656-7414         Email: sdasilva@darienps.org 

 

Susie Da Silva, Ed.D. – Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, K-12 

October 18, 2019 

 

  

To:        Alan Addley, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools 

From:   Susie Da Silva, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, K-12 

Re:        Title I, II, III, and IV, Grant Applications 

 

Dear Dr. Addley, 

 

In the next few weeks, the Title I, II, III and IV Consolidated Grant Applications will be electronically 

submitted to the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) for approval.  While we continue to 

receive guidance throughout the application process, it is not uncommon for CSDE to ask school districts 

to make small revisions.  At this time, we do not expect any significant changes to our planned proposals.   

 

The 2019-2020 school year allocations are as follows: 

❏ Title I:   $162,368 

❏ Title II:  $  66,726 

❏ Title III: $    6,230 

❏ Title IV: $  13,019 

 

The 2018-2019 school year allocations are as follows: 

❏ Title I:   $191, 831  

❏ Title II:  $  78,234  

❏ Title III: $    3,126   

❏ Title IV: $  24,380 

 

The 2017-2018 school year allocations were as follows: 

❏ Title I:   $359, 875 

❏ Title II:  $   86,707  

❏ Title III: $     1,515 

❏ Title IV: $  10,000  

 

As you can see from the data above, the Darien Public Schools continues to see reductions in funds, 

specifically with Title I. Determination for the eligibility of schools is identified by the federal 

government.  Schools determined to be eligible for Targeted Assistance are based on Darien’s annual 

census poverty estimates.  Additionally, funds can be decreased based on allocations made to the State of 

CT.   

 

This school year’s Eligible “Targeted Assistance Schools” for Title I are: 

❏ Darien High School 

❏ Middlesex Middle School 

❏ Royle Elementary School 

❏ Tokeneke Elementary School 

 

mailto:sdasilva@darienps.org


Darien Public Schools     -     Administrative Offices 
    

35 Leroy Avenue – P.O. Box 1167 – Darien, Connecticut 06820-1167 

Tel: 203-656-7414         Email: sdasilva@darienps.org 

 

Susie Da Silva, Ed.D. – Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, K-12 

Hindley, Holmes, and Ox Ridge are not eligible to receive funding in the 2019-2020 school year as they 

do not meet the annual census poverty estimates. 

 

While we have some flexibility in how we allocate funding, each grant does have a specific priority or 

objective of which it supports.  For example, the Title I Grant requires eligible districts to support targeted 

at-risk students with supplemental services, which includes English Learners.  

 

Title I funding may support the following areas:  

❏ The staffing of one support interventionist 

❏ An increase in support for EL’s/Professional Learning for general education and reading teachers  

❏ Allocations for students who are determined to be homeless 

❏ Training in the area of early literacy and math intervention for staff 

❏ Providing staff development and training in Social/Emotional Learning (Responsive Classroom)  

❏ Purchasing of Scientifically Research-Based Programs for Mathematics and English Language Arts 

❏ Support the implementation of a universal screener and/or a data warehouse;  and, 

❏ Staff development in differentiation and small group/strategy groups. 

 

Funding of the Title II Grant is required to support Principal and Teacher Training.  Darien Public 

Schools continues to propose funding be used for: 

  

❏ Professional development in collaboration with Columbia University Teachers 

College Reading and Writing Project, to include Social Studies; 

 

Title III focuses on the support of English Language Learners- therefore, it is intended to be used for 

resources and/or professional learning for staff. 

 

Title IV is a newer grant for which Darien is eligible. The focus of this grant is on health and wellness.  

This year, the allocation has increased and will be written with the same focus-health and wellness, as we 

continue to write unit and lesson plans and support professional learning. 

 

I look forward to answering any questions regarding the application made to the Connecticut State 

Department of Education on behalf of the Darien Public Schools. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Susie Da Silva 

mailto:sdasilva@darienps.org






















































































 

 

To:   Members of the Board of Education  

From:   Dr. Alan Addley, Superintendent of Schools 

Subject:  Community Values  

Date:   October 18, 2019 

As you know, Darien First Selectman, Jayme Stevenson, has requested the Board of Education’s 

thoughts and contributions to the development of a Community Values Statement that describes 

a community’s values and aspirations with an image of what we want the Darien community to 

become over the next 10-20 years.  Such a statement should typically address all aspects that 

make up a community such as the social, cultural, educational and economic fabric.   

The First Selectman’s request coincides with the Superintendent’s Entry Plan to engage the 

Board of Education in a strategic planning process.  The Board of Education’s strategic planning 

process will result in a district Strategic Plan which most likely will include a Vision, Mission, 

Values and Goals. These guiding documents would be beneficial and helpful to the Board of 

Education in making the most meaningful contribution to the development of Community 

Values.  In absence of these documents and until the Board of Education develops them, I have 

recommended the Board of Education contribute language that speaks to the school district’s 

rich tradition of valuing educational excellence and exceptional educational programming.   

At its most recent meetings the Board also considered utilizing or incorporating components of 

the district’s Educational Philosophy as its contribution to the development of Community 

Values:  

Schools Exist for Children. 

The mission of the Darien Public Schools is to work cooperatively with families and the community 

to provide for its students a safe, supportive, respectful, and intellectually challenging learning 

environment that promotes personal excellence through active, collaborative, and creative 

thinking and that stimulates individual development of the skills and integrity necessary to become 

productive members of society.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



From To

1 Kathryn Natale Appointment R Davis/Hindley/SESS Facilitator TBD TBD Teacher
Special Education K - 12                                                         

MA + 30 Step 17  

2 Kathleen Morsey Change of Position
J Hynes/Tokeneke/ Special 

Education Paraprofessional
10/8/2019 6/30/2020

Appointments

PERSONNEL ACTION REPORT

October 22, 2019

Item Name Action Replacing/Location/Position
Effective Date 

Tenure Area Certification Class/Step 
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