
Board of Education 
Darien, Connecticut 

 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2019 
 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Darien Public Schools’ 
Administrative Offices 

Meeting Room 
7:00 p.m. 

 
AGENDA 

1.  Call to order 
2. Adjourn to Executive Session (2nd Floor Conference Room) for the purpose of 

discussion regarding negotiations pursuant to Connecticut General Statute 1-
200(6) (B)  

3.  Reconvene in public session. 
4.  Adjournment. 

 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2019 
 

PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

MEETING ROOM 
7:30 P.M.   

 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 
 

   1.   Call to Order……………………  Mrs. Tara Ochman                      7:30 p.m.  
   
    2.    Chairperson’s Report……………..  Mrs. Tara Ochman    
                                 
    3.    Public Comment*…………………   Mrs. Tara Ochman   
    
*Public Comments are limited to three minutes per individual and are designed to allow community members to inform the Darien 
Board of Education of their opinions and/or concerns.   Where appropriate, community members are also encouraged to reach out to 
the school administration during regular school hours.   There should be no expectation for dialogue on such public comments to take 
place at a regular/special public meeting, given that by law the Board may only discuss matters that are set forth on its agenda.   

  



 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2019 
     
             
        
    4.    Superintendent’s Report………….    Dr. Alan Addley                                     
     

5.    Approval of Minutes………………    Board of Education                            
   
    6.    Board Committee Reports………     Mrs. Tara Ochman                       
 
    7.    Presentations/Discussions 

 
            a. Update/Report on Testing – .....  Dr. Susie Da Silva/  
      SBA, AP, SAT                             Ms. Meghan Emanuelson/  
                         Mrs. Cory Gillette 
   
            b. Discussion and Possible………. Mr. Michael Lynch 
     Action on Board of Education 
                Requests to Board of Selectmen  
                Re Holmes Roof and Skylight 
                Replacement Project and  
                Hindley Roof and Skylight 
                Replacement Project 
 
            c. First Reading and Discussion.....Ms. Marjorie Cion/ 
                on Proposed Revised Board      Mr. Michael Burke  
                Policy 6840, Graduation  
                Requirements 
 
            d. Discussion and Possible……..   Dr. Susie Da Silva/ 
                Action on Proposed                    Mrs. Ellen Dunn/ 
                Darien High School and             Mrs. Shelley Somers  
                Middlesex Middle School 
                Field Trips   
 
            e. Presentation and Preliminary…  Dr. Alan Addley 
                Discussion of Regular Board 
     of Education Meetings for the  
                2020 Calendar Year 
 
            f.  Preliminary Discussion of……..   Dr. Alan Addley 
                2020-2021 Budget Meeting 
     Calendar 
 
            g. Discussion on Board of………..  Mrs. Tara Ochman 
                Education’s Contribution 
                to the Development of a 
                Community Values 
                Statement  



  
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2019 
     
8.  Action Items  

  a. Personnel Items………………..  Ms. Marjorie Cion                                 
       i. Appointments  
      ii. Resignations/Retirements 
 

9.  Public Comment*…………………….     Mrs. Tara Ochman                                    

    10.  Adjournment…………………………      Mrs. Tara Ochman 
      
           

AA:nv  

 
*Public Comments are limited to three minutes per individual and are designed to allow community members to inform the Darien 
Board of Education of their opinions and/or concerns.   Where appropriate, community members are also encouraged to reach out to 
the school administration during regular school hours.   There should be no expectation for dialogue on such public comments to take 
place at a regular/special public meeting, given that by law the Board may only discuss matters that are set forth on its agenda. 
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APPROVED 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Tuesday, September 10, 2019 
 
PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION CONFERENCE ROOM 
7:30 P.M. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Present X X X X X X X X X 

Absent          

 
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT:  
Dr. Addley, Dr. Da Silva, Ms. Klein, Ms. Cion and Mr. Rudl 
 
AUDIENCE:  Approximately 15 
 
1.  Call to Order  Mrs. Tara B. Ochman, Chair,  

at 7:36 p.m. (0:00) 
 
2.  Chairperson’s Report Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  

 at 7:36 p.m. (0:00) 
 
3.  Public Comment        Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  
 at 7:38 p.m. (0:02) 
Stacey Tie 10 Clocks Lane  
Catherine Piorkowski 152 Old Kings Highway North 
Sara Parent 227 Hollow Tree Ridge Road 
  
4.  Superintendent's Report Dr. Alan Addley  

 at 7:46 p.m. (0:10) 
 
5.  Approval of Minutes  Board of Education 
                                                                                                  at 7:50 p.m. (0:14) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING AND EXECUTIVE SESSION HELD ON 

AUGUST 27, 2019:  
1st Ms. McNamara 
2ND Mr. Burke 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X  X  X 

No          

Abstain      X  X  

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (7-0-2) 
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MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD 

ON AUGUST 27, 2019:  
1st Mr. Burke 
2ND Ms. McNamara 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X  X  X 

No          

Abstain      X  X  

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (7-0-2) 
 
6.  Board Committee Reports Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  
          at 7:51 p.m. (0:15) 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
7.  Presentations/Discussions: 
 

a. Further Discussion and       Dr. Alan Addley 
 Possible Action on Proposed    at 7:53 p.m. (0:17) 

  Educational Specifications for  
  Ox Ridge Elementary School 
   
MOTION TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED OX RIDGE EDUCATIONAL SPECIFICATIONS:  
1st Ms. McCammon 
2ND Ms. McNamara 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
 

b. Report on Summer School     Mrs. Shirley Klein/ 
and ESY Programs 2019     Ms. Kaitlin Stanton/ 
        Mr. Marc Power/ 
        Mrs. Shira Schwartz/ 
        Ms. Laura Straiton 

         at 7:54 p.m. (0:18) 
 
 

c. Presentation and Discussion Dr. Alan Addley 
on Board Master Agenda for at 8:22 p.m. (0:46) 
August 2019- January 2020  

        
 

d. Discussion and Possible Dr. Susie Da Silva/ 
Action on Requests from     Mrs. Ellen Dunn 
Darien High School: Delayed    at 8:30 p.m. (0:54) 
Opening on October 16, 2019 
For the Purpose of Administering 
PSAT Exams; Delayed Opening 
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On April 14, 2020 for the Purpose 
Of Administering SAT Exams; 
Change May 8, 2020 Professional 
Learning Communities (PLCs) to 
May 15, 2020 Early Dismissal    

  
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED REQUESTS FROM DARIEN HIGH SCHOOL FOR: DELAYED 

OPENING ON OCTOBER 16, 2019; DELAYED OPENING ON APRIL 14, 2020; CHANGE MAY 8, 2020 

PLC TO MAY 15, 2020 EARLY DISMISSAL:  
1st Mr. Brown 
2ND Mr. Burke 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X  X X X 

No      X    

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (8-1-0) 
 
8.  Action Items:  

 
a.  Personnel Items      Ms. Marjorie Cion  
 i.   Appointments    at 8:33 p.m. (0:57) 

  ii.  Resignations/Retirements 
   
MOTION TO APPROVE THE PERSONNEL ITEMS AS OUTLINED IN THE MEMO DATED SEPTEMBER 10, 
2019: 
1st Ms. Ritchie 
2ND Mr. Burke 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
       
9.  Public Comment   Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  
   at 8:35 p.m. (0:59) 
 
 
10.  Adjournment     Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  
           at 8:35 p.m. (0:59) 

     
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
1st Ms. Ritchie 
2nd Mr. Burke 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 



4 
 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. (0:59))    

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kathrine Stein, 
Secretary 
 
 

 



Darien Public Schools     -     Administrative Offices 
 

35 Leroy Avenue – P.O. Box 1167 – Darien, Connecticut 06820-1167 
Tel: 203-656-7414         Email: sdasilva@darienps.org    

 
MEMO 

October 2,  2019 

 

To: Alan Addley, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools 
From: Susie Da Silva, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, K-12 
 
Re: K-12 Standardized Testing Report for 2018-2019 School Year 
 

The Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) requires students in grades 3-8 and 11 to participate in 

standardized assessments in English/Language Arts and Mathematics (Smarter Balanced Assessment and CT SAT Day). 

Students in grades 5, 8 and 11 are also required to take a science assessment, Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS).  

 

Our report to the Board of Education on October 7, 2019 will have two parts: The first part of the presentation will be 

focused on the results of the CSDE standardized assessments.  We will not report on NGSS, due to only having preliminary 

results.  The second part of the presentation will be focused on the results of our college admissions testing.  This report 

includes the national SAT, AP and traditionally the ACT.  We will not report the ACT, as we have not received the profile 

report.  The Board of Education can expect an update later this month on ACT and NGSS. 

 

The primary purpose of this memo is to provide context for the standardized testing experience for our students, most 

specifically for the state required assessments.  It is important to note that over the course of the testing period, 

feedback is collected from our school leaders and teachers on the administration of the testing, as well as the 

accommodations and alternate assessments provided to students with learning differences.  Students are also observed 

throughout the testing period, across all levels.  These observations, alongside the feedback is used to inform our testing 

structures and protocols. 

 

Smarter Balanced Assessments (SBA) 

❏ Parents have now received their child's SBA reports by postal mail.  There are two subtle changes on the score 

report: Lexile and Quantile levels.  These levels can be best defined as a student’s ‘just right’ level in 

English/Language Arts and Mathematics.  The state provides these in order to help parents find ‘just right’ math 

activities and/or books and materials.  You can find more detailed information here.  

❏ Interim Block Assessments: 

❏ This year, we universally implemented the Interim Block Assessments.  These assessments are offered to 

school districts as a practical rehearsal for the testing experience.  This experience provides the added 

benefit of reducing student anxiety.  Additionally, these interim assessments allow teachers to observe 

students’ fluency with the online testing platform and its technical components.  

❏ Participation Rates: 

❏ The State of Connecticut asks districts to assess at least 95 percent of their students. Our participation 

rates are listed below. Our participation rates across K-12 SBAC and NGSS met that goal.  

 

 

 

mailto:sdasilva@darienps.org
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/assessments/scores/


Darien Public Schools     -     Administrative Offices 
 

35 Leroy Avenue – P.O. Box 1167 – Darien, Connecticut 06820-1167 
Tel: 203-656-7414         Email: sdasilva@darienps.org    

DHS for NGSS Science (98.6% of  Juniors participated)  

CT SAT School Day (96.9% of  Juniors participated) 

MMS Participation for SBA and NGSS, click here 

Elementary Participation for SBA and NGSS click here 

CTAA completion Rates K-12 click here 
CTAS completion Rates K-12 click here 

 

❏ PROCEDURES FOR STUDENTS WITH LEARNING DIFFERENCES 

❏ Non-Embedded Accommodations: We encountered challenges in accommodating students for the SBAC 

who needed speech to text. This element is not embedded into the software, so the State continued to 

ask districts to find a work-around for this issue. Due to the hard work and resourcefulness of our teams, 

we were able to successfully overcome this technical obstacle.  The State noted that this was not a 

problem specific to Darien and is hoping that it can be improved this testing year. 

❏ Feedback on Alternate Assessments:  As a district we worked very hard to assess all of our students. We 

studied how to administer the Learner Characteristics Inventory and how to determine which students 

would be best served by the alternate assessment. This assessment is only recommended for students 

with severe cognitive disabilities.  

We are reflecting on two pieces of this assessment: the student experience and teacher training.  The 

assessments contained over 100 screens to move through (for each assessment).  Students, who are 

determined eligible through the PPT process, are required to take all three assessments (literacy, math, 

and science) in this manner. The science test required an additional layer of preparation and 

management. There was a 244-page document that had to be studied by the proctor and then individual 

pieces had to be cut and organized. The proctor had to manage the materials, student responses, and 

then enter the responses in the Data Entry Interface. Another issue was the text-to-speech 

accommodation. The voice was computerized and dysfluent. The voice skipped punctuation and paused 

at inappropriate times, impacting the fluency of the text reader; and, this was especially concerning on a 

reading comprehension test when students need it read to them.  Feedback was provided to the State 

with respect to these issues. We look forward to these being corrected by the next test administration. 

NGSS 

We received preliminary scores for NGSS on September 27th.  These scores are not included in this presentation.  As of 

the date of this memo, we have not received individual score reports nor have we reviewed the preliminary data with our 

assessment team.  It is important to note that these are the first set of NGSS scores the district has received, therefore, 

we will not be able to benchmark data against previous school years.  At this time, our District Reference Group has not 

shared results.  

 

As a point of reference, you can access the district website to view NGSS aligned units here: Elementary and Secondary. 
We will continue this revision and professional learning work over the course of this school year. 

 

The Connecticut Science Supervisors Association (CSSA) has  taken a position on the CT 2019 NGSS Assessment.  You can 

find it here. 

 

mailto:sdasilva@darienps.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PO6xDP6oYX7YRlAfb2UsSop0l5x7njEz-BF5YkCTHvI/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18t5sr595WU644kt2sBwUrrL3k-mJ7NdQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18wB7zmV7JYFy4fDqSbC3F6Ba34ajuwQY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/191Kw1QCidY68AzgWq-IO8q9wX4tQI9-f/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/darienps.org/elementarycurriculum/science?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/darienps.org/6-12-dps-science-site/ngss-standards?authuser=0
https://mailchi.mp/3d3d77eed223/cssa-dinner-meeting-april-3rd-cromwell-with-peter-mclaren-2935725?e=140ac721a7
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CT SAT School Day 

The SAT has replaced CAPT and SBA for all 11th grade students.  This past testing  year, we administered the CT SAT 

during the school week in April.  Participation on the CT SAT day increased from the 2017-2018 administration.  Students 

may elect to send their scores to the college/university of choice for use in the admissions process. 

 

STANDARDIZED TESTING: DHS 

ACT: 

The American College Testing program (ACT) assesses students in English, Reading, Mathematics, and Science. ACT has 

not released the Profile Report for the graduating class of 2019.  These scores are expected early to mid October.  This 

delay is due to a new testing date offered in the month of July.  Since 2015, our student performance composite score has 

been consistently between 27 and 28.   We do not anticipate any significant changes, but will share the ACT Profile Report 

when received. 

 

There are 7 national test dates during the 2019-2020 school year.  DHS is a testing site (offered 4 times), however, 

students may elect to take the test at a different location. 

 

AP: 

The Advanced Placement Exams are subject specific exams.  During the 2018-2019 school year, DHS offered 20 AP 

courses and administered exams in 23 AP courses (which included AP Chinese, Macroeconomics, and Psychology).  Each 

exam is roughly 2-3 hours in length, and administered during the first 2 weeks of May.  The scale used is 1-5, and students 

can choose whether or not to send scores to their colleges of choice.  Recent CT legislation, provides that State colleges 

will award credit for scores of 3 or better. 

 

SAT (National Test Date): 

Generally, students begin registering for SAT’s in their junior year and may elect to send their scores to the 

college/university of choice for use in admissions.  There are 7 national test dates during the 2019-2020 school year.  DHS 

is a testing site (offered 4 times), however, students may elect to take the test at a different location. 

 

**It is important to note that the CT SAT day and National SAT scores in this report may not be compared, as they are 

testing different cohort of students. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to acknowledge Cory Gillette and Meghan Emanuelson, who coordinated the testing 

experience for students and staff this past school year.  They, along with our school-based leaders, teachers, support staff 

and students worked very hard to make this administration successful. 

 

 

mailto:sdasilva@darienps.org


Michael J. Lynch        Darien Public Schools 
Director of Facilities        Administrative Offices 
Phone: (203)-656-7418 or (203)-656-7417     35 Leroy Avenue 
Fax: (203)-656-3052        P.O. Box 1167 
E-mail: MLynch@darienps.org         Darien, CT 06820-1167 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To:   Alan Addley, Superintendent of Schools 
  
From:   Michael Lynch, Director of Facilities 
 
Subject: Motions needed for Holmes and Hindley Roof Replacements 
 
Date:   October 7, 2019 

  

The following motions will need to be voted on by the BOE at their next meeting on Monday, 
October 7: 

1. Motion to request the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Darien to appoint the Board of 
Education to serve as the Building Committee for the Holmes Roof and Skylight 
Replacement Project. 

2. Motion to request the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Darien to authorize the Darien 
Board of Education to apply to the Commissioner of Education to accept or reject such a 
grant for the Holmes Roof and Skylight Replacement Project. 

3. Motion to authorize for at least preparation of schematic drawings and outline 
specifications for the proposed project at Holmes. 

4. Motion to request the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Darien to appoint the Board of 
Education to serve as the Building Committee for the Hindley Roof and Skylight 
Replacement Project. 

5. Motion to request the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Darien to authorize the Darien 
Board of Education to apply to the Commissioner of Education to accept or reject such a 
grant for the Hindley Roof and Skylight Replacement Project. 

6. Motion to authorize for at least preparation of schematic drawings and outline 
specifications for the proposed project at Hindley. 
 
 

 

 

Thank you.  
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Memorandum 
 

 
 
To: Board of Education 
 
From: Marge Cion 
 Michael Burke 
 
Date: October 7, 2019 
 
 
Re:  Repeal Current Policy 6840 and Replace with new Policy 6840: Graduation      

Requirements 
 
 
On April 23, 2019 the Board of Education approved the administration’s proposed changes to 
Darien High School’s graduation requirements to reflect the State of Connecticut’s required 
changes to those requirements beginning with students graduating in 2023.  
 
The new requirements increase the number of credits needed for graduation from 22 to 25. 
There are also changes to the distribution of the 25 credits as well as the addition of a Mastery 
Based Diploma Assessment.  Both the current and new requirements contain provisions for 
demonstrating proficiency in reading, writing and mathematics by meeting the “college 
readiness benchmark” score on the School Day SAT Assessment, as well as equivalent tasks 
for students who do not demonstrate proficiency through test scores. A copy of the portion of 
the administration’s presentation to the Board of Education that outlines the changes 
presented to and approved by the Board of Education is attached to this memorandum. 
 
The proposed new Board Policy 6840 sets forth both the current requirements, which apply 
to Darien High School students who will graduate in 2020, 2021 and 2022 and the 
requirements that apply to students who graduate in 2023 and thereafter. There are several 
other provisions in the policy that will remain the same for both the current and new 
requirements including the minimum number of subjects required each semester, the 
transfer of credits and enrollment requirements. 
 
We are therefore asking the Board of Education to repeal the current Policy 6840 and replace 
it with a new policy that complies with the current State requirements. Both policies are 
attached to this memorandum. 
  
 
 
 















 

DHS Graduation Requirements  
Class of 2020 through 2022 

 

Discipline Courses Credits 

English 

● English 9 
● English 10 
● American Literature 
● Senior Literature 
● English Senior Capstone 

4 

Social Studies 

● Western Civilizations 
● World Studies 
● American History 
● Law and Government 

3.5 

Science ● Biology 
● Chemistry/Earth Science  2 

Mathematics  3 

Fine Art/Practical Art 

● Art 
● Music 
● Drama  
● Humanities  
● Technology  
● Media 

1 

Health/PE ● (4 years) 1 

Electives  7.5 

Total credits required   22 
 



DHS Graduation Requirements  
Class of 2023 and Beyond 

 

Domain Courses Credits 

Humanities 

English 
● English 9 
● English 10 
● American Literature 
● Senior Literature 
● English Senior Capstone 

4 

Social Studies 
● Western Civilizations 
● World Studies 
● American History 
● Law and Government 

3.5 

Fine Art/Practical Art 
(Art, Music, Drama, Technology 
Education, Media) 

1 

Humanities Elective 
(English, Social Studies, Art, Music, 
Drama, World Languages, Tech Ed, 
Media, Independent study) 

.5 

STEM 

Science 
● Biology 
● Chemistry  
● Junior elective 

3 

Mathematics 3 

Stem Electives 
(Science, Tech Ed, Business, Economics, 
Mathematics, Music Tech, Media, Digital 
Photo, Graphic Design, Computer Science, 
Independent Study) 

3 

World Language  1 

Health/Safety  1 

Physical 
Education/Wellness 

 
1 

Mastery Based 
Diploma Assessment 

 
1 

Electives  3 

Total credits required 25 



Darien Public Schools 

Darien, CT 

POLICY 
 

 

Series 6800 : Instruction 

 Policy 6840 

 

I.        Graduation Requirements for the Class of 2020 through 2022 

  

A. In order to graduate from Darien High School, and participate in the graduation 

ceremony, a student must acquire a minimum of 22 academic credits as shown in the  

Credit Distribution Requirements listed below, unless otherwise determined by a 

student’s Planning and Placement Team (PPT) in accordance with state and federal law.  

In addition, a student must demonstrate proficiency in the basic skills as described in II. 

B. A student will be required to take a minimum of six subjects per semester in addition to 

physical education and Health, except for a senior who is taking three or more 400 level 

courses, who may take a minimum of five courses per semester, and except as otherwise 

determined by a student’s PPT or Section 504 team in accordance with state and federal 

law. 

 
C.        CREDIT DISTRIBUTION REQUIREMENTS 

English   4 Credits      

         English 9       1 

           English 10       1 

           American Literature      1 

           Senior Literature       .5 

           English Senior Capstone     .5 

 
History & Social Science 3.5 

Western Civilization (Grade 9)    1 

World Studies (Grade 10)     1 

American History (Grade 11)     1 

Law & Government (Grade 12)    .5 

 
 



Darien Public Schools 

Darien, CT 

POLICY 
 

 

Laboratory Science 2 

 

Biology (Grade 9)      1  

Earth Science or Chemistry(Grade 10)   1  

  

Mathematics 3 

 
Fine and/or Practical Arts 

Art, Music, Drama, Humanities, Technology, Video  1 

 
Physical Education/Health      1 

Including Jogging, Weight Training, CPR, and Health 

 
Elective Credits       7.5 

 
 

Total Credits for Graduation      22.0 

 
D. . Demonstration of Proficiency in Basic Skills 

In addition to meeting the coursework and credit graduation requirements listed above, to 

graduate high school, each student must demonstrate proficiency in the basic skills in reading, 

writing and mathematics 

Evidence-Based Reading & Writing 

Proficiency is measured by meeting the “college readiness benchmark” score on the School Day 

SAT Assessment in Reading and Writing. 

Mathematics 

Proficiency is measured by reaching the “college readiness benchmark” score on the School Day 

SAT Assessment in mathematics  

Basic Skills Equivalent Tasks 



Darien Public Schools 

Darien, CT 

POLICY 
 

 

Students who do not meet this standard on the School Day SAT Assessment may also 

demonstrate proficiency in the basic skills described above by achieving satisfactory results on 

the following: 

•  Earning a passing grade in the grade 11 English course, American Literature. 

•  Earning a passing grade in Algebra 2 or College Math Topics. 

 

E. TRANSFER OF CREDITS 

Credits awarded by secondary public and private high schools that have been accredited by 

state accrediting agencies in accordance with Board Policy 6845 will be accepted toward 

fulfillment of the required twenty-two (22) credits. 

 

E.  ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENT 

Students, to be eligible to receive a Darien High School diploma and participate in the 

graduation ceremony, must have been fully enrolled and meet the attendance requirements of 

Darien High School for the full and final semester before graduation. This requirement may 

be waived for seniors whose families moved to Darien after the start of the final 

semester.  Exceptions to this policy may be made by the Superintendent of Schools after 

reviewing each case with the high school administration. 

In the event the student is unable to participate in physical education classes due to illness or 

injury for more than 3 classes per quarter, the student must submit written documentation from 

their health care provider or advanced practice registered nurse. The note should include: the 

reason for exclusion from physical activity, the specific physical activities the student is 

restricted from, and the start date of the physical activity restriction. Further, the student’s health 

care provider or advanced practice registered nurse must also provide written documentation 

stating the date a student is medically cleared to resume all athletic activities. Students who are 

unable to participate in Physical Education classes will also be restricted from participating in 

high school athletic activities. Students must meet with their P.E. teachers to arrange for 

appropriate use of class time in the event of an extended absence from P.E. 

Any student who is deaf or hearing impaired may be exempted from any world language 

graduation requirement if his or her parent or guardian requests such exemption in writing. 

Only courses taken in grades nine to twelve inclusive, and that are in accordance with the state-

wide subject matter content standards, adopted by the State Board of Education, shall satisfy the 

above graduation requirements, except that the Board will grant a student credit. 

  

 



Darien Public Schools 

Darien, CT 

POLICY 
 

 

II.        GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CLASS OF 2023 AND BEYOND 

A. In order to graduate from Darien High School, and participate in the graduation 

ceremony, a student must acquire a minimum of 25 academic credits as shown in the 

Credit Distribution Requirements listed below, unless otherwise determined by a 

student’s PPT in accordance with state and federal law.  In addition, a student must 

demonstrate proficiency in the basic skills as described in II. 

B. A student will be required to take a minimum of six subjects per semester in addition to 

physical education and health, except for a senior who is taking three or more 400 level 

courses, who may take a minimum of five courses per semester with the prior approval of 

the student’s school counselor and provided that the student will meet the credit 

requirements for graduation, and except as may be determined by a student’s PPT or 

Section 504 team in accordance with state and federal law. 

 
C.         CREDIT DISTRIBUTION REQUIREMENTS 

 
HUMANITIES         9 credits 

  

English     4      

English 9     1  

English 10     1 

American Literature    1 

Senior Literature elective   .5 

English Senior Capstone   .5 

 

History     3.5  

Western Civilization (Grade 9)   1 

World Studies  (Grade 10)    1 

American History (Grade 11)   1  

Law & Government (Grade 12)   .5 

 

Fine Arts/Practical Arts   1 

 

 Elective Credit in Humanities  .5 

(World Languages, Independent Studies, English, Social Studies, Art, Music, Business, 

Drama)      
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, MATHEMATICS       9 credits 

          Laboratory Science     3 

 Biology (Grade 9)    1  

 Earth Science or Chemistry (Grade 10) 1  

 Elective Science (preferred in grade 11) 1 

 

Mathematics      3 

 

Elective Credits in STEM     3                          
(Science, Math, Technology Education, Computer Science, Economics, Business, Media, 

Graphic Design, Digital Photograph, Music Technology, Independent Studies) 

 

WORLD LANGUAGES        1 Credit 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND WELLNESS     1 Credit 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY EDUCATION      1 Credit 

 

MASTERY BASED DIPLOMA ASSESSMENT     1 Credit 

 

OPEN ELECTIVE CREDITS        3  

 

 

Total Credits Required to Graduate      25 credits 

 

D. Demonstration of Proficiency in Basic Skills 

In addition to meeting the coursework and credit graduation requirements listed above, to 

graduate high school, each student must demonstrate proficiency in the basic skills in reading, 

writing and mathematics 

 

Evidence-Based Reading & Writing 

Proficiency is measured by meeting the “college readiness benchmark” score on the School Day 

SAT Assessment in Reading and Writing. 
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Mathematics 

Proficiency is measured by reaching the “college readiness benchmark” score on the School Day 

SAT Assessment in mathematics. 

 

Basic Skills Equivalent Tasks 

Students who do not meet this standard on the School Day SAT Assessment may also 

demonstrate proficiency in the basic skills described above by achieving satisfactory results on 

the following: 

 

•  Earning a passing grade in the grade 11 English course, American Literature. 

•  Earning a passing grade in the grade 11 math course taken. 

 

A student who presents written documentation from a physician or advanced practice registered 

nurse stating that participation in physical education is not advisable because of the physical 

condition of the student, shall be excused from the physical education requirement.  In such a 

case, another subject must be substituted. 

 Any student who is deaf or hearing impaired may be exempted from any world language 

graduation requirement if his or her parent or guardian requests such exemption in writing. 

Only courses taken in grades nine to twelve inclusive, and that are in accordance with the state-

wide subject matter content standards, adopted by the State Board of Education, shall satisfy the 

above graduation requirements, except that the Board will grant a student credit. 

 
E.   TRANSFER OF CREDITS 

Credits awarded by secondary public and private high schools that have been accredited by 

state accrediting agencies will be accepted toward fulfillment of the required twenty-two (22) 

credits. 

 
F.  ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENT 

Students, to be eligible to receive a Darien High School diploma and participate in the 

graduation ceremony, must have been fully enrolled and meet the attendance requirements of 

Darien High School for the full and final semester before graduation. This requirement may 

be waived for seniors whose families moved to Darien after the start of the final 

semester.  Exceptions to this policy may be made by the Superintendent of Schools after 

reviewing each case with the high school administration. 
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G.  Graduation During Period of Expulsion 

A student may graduate during an expulsion period if the Board determines that the student 

has completed the necessary credits required for graduation. 

  

Legal References: 

  

Public Act 17-42, An Act Concerning Revisions to the High School Graduation 

Requirements 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-5c 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-14  

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-16b  

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-221a 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-223a 

 

ADOPTED: _______________ 

  

 

 

 



To :  Dr. Alan Addley, Dr. Susie Da Silva 

From:   Ellen Dunn, DHS Principal 

Re:        Special Field Trip Requests  DHS 2019-20 

We are requesting approval for 9 Special Field trips during the 2019-20 school year.  A summary 

of important data is provided below. Detailed application materials are attached.   

Special Field Trips DHS/2019-20 
Club/Class Advisor/Teacher Dates of Trip Event/Location # of 

students 
# of school 
days 
missed 

New Trip 

China Exchange Ann Armiger 
Jen Murphy 

April 1-17 Shanghai/Beijing 12 8  

 
Model UN 

 
Barry Palmer 
Mark Stepsis 

 
February 13-16 

 
Washington D.C. 

 
8-10 

 
1 

 

   
March 20-22 

 
Boston, MA 

 
10 

 
.5 

 

 
 

 
 

     

 
Model Congress 

 
Bruce Clarke 

 
December 5-8 

 
New Haven, CT 

 
10 

 
1 

 

 
 

  
March 26 -29 

 
Philadelphia, PA 

 
10 

 
1.5 

 

 
Quiz Bowl 

Dan Record 
Matt Buchta 
John Gearty 

 
May 22-24 

 
Atlanta, GA 

 
12 

 
1 

 

 
DECA 
 

 
Claudia Gray 

 
April 28-May 3 

 
Orlando, FL 

 
8-12 

 
3 

 

National  
Technology 
Student 
Association 
Conference 

 
Greg Darin 

 
June 27- July 1 

 
Nashville, TN. 

 
5-10 

 
0 

 

Music /Orchestra 
 

Jane Minnis March 5-8  Orlando, FL 60 1.5  

 

 

 

































































































 

 

DARIEN BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Darien, Connecticut 

 
P R O P O S E D 

 
SCHEDULE OF REGULAR BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETINGS 

FOR THE 2020 CALENDAR YEAR   
      
Jan.          4 or 11*^ (Sat.) (Jan. 11- snow date) July     28  
     14  
               28       

      Aug.    25 
 
Feb.        11                 Sept.        8  
 
               25                                                          22       

                
March     11*(Wed.)                                            Oct.        13    

                        
      24                                                                     27    

                                      
          
April        14                                         Nov.       10    

      
   29*(Wed.)                                                 24 

      
May        12                             Dec.          8 
 
               26 
              

 June         9 
     
               23                   

 
All meetings listed above are regularly scheduled Board of Education meetings.  All meetings will be held in the 
Darien Board of Education meeting room, 35 Leroy Avenue, Darien, Connecticut at 7:30 p.m.^, unless 
otherwise indicated. The Darien Board of Education meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of every month, unless 
otherwise indicated by an asterisk (*).  

 
______________________________  ____________________________ 
Tara B. Ochman, Chairman                  Kathrine G. Stein, Secretary 
Darien Board of Education               Darien Board of Education 

 
For the Purpose of Meeting Statutory Requirements 

 

FYI - Tuesday, April 28th – Presidential Primary 
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P R O P O S E D 

 
2020-2021 BUDGET CALENDAR 

 
 
 
2020 
 
JANUARY 2ND, THURSDAY Special Board of Education Meeting 
Board of Education         1)  Review of 2020-2021 Budget 
Meeting Room    Book Structure and Format 
7:00 p.m.                                           
     2)  Presentation of Superintendent’s 
          Proposed Budget for 2020-2021 
      Including Major Budget Proposals  
 
 

*JANUARY 4TH, SATURDAY Regular Board of Education Meeting 

Board of Education   1) Personnel, Operating and Equipment  
Meeting Room       Proposed Budgets of: 
8:30 a.m. 
           
       RC 01 Darien High School 
       RC 02 Fitch Academy 
                                                                   RC 03 Middlesex Middle School 
       RCs 05, 07, 08, 09 and 10 - Elementary Schools  
       RC 11 Physical Education/Athletics 
                                                                   RC 12/25 Facilities/Fixed Expenses/ Capital Plan 
       RC 13 Music 
       RC 14 Art 
       RC 21 Library/Media 
                                                                   RC 17 Health 
                                                                   RC 22 Technology Education 
       RC 15 Technology  
                                                                   RC 24 Special Education  
       RC 26 Early Learning Program 
       RC 19/23 Curriculum/Summer School 
       RC 20  Finance  

           RC 16  Administration 
           RC 18 Personnel/Human Resources      

*SATURDAY, JANUARY 11TH - Snow Date  



 

 

        
                                                                  
JANUARY 14TH, TUESDAY Regular Board of Education Meeting  
Board of Education          Meeting with Board of Finance; RTM Education      
Meeting Room                                    and Finance and Budget Committees      
7:30 p.m.                   
  
JANUARY  TH, TUESDAY (TBD)    Special Board of Education Meeting 
Board of Education         Further Discussion on Budget items and follow up 
Meeting Room          on questions from Board of Education and community 
7:00 p.m.          Meeting with Board of Finance; RTM Education and 
            Finance and Budget Committees** 
  
JANUARY 28TH, TUESDAY  Regular Board of Education Meeting  
Board of Education   1)   Unfinished Business on 2020-2021 
Meeting Room     Proposed Budget    
7:30 p.m.     2)   Board of Education Discussion of 
           Budget Modifications under Consideration 
      
          
FEBRUARY 4TH, TUESDAY        Special Board of Education Meeting 
Board of Education  
Meeting Room     1)   Public Hearing on 2020-2021 Proposed Budget       
7:00 p.m.    2)   Final Budget Review as needed 
     
                           
FEBRUARY 11TH, TUESDAY  Regular Board of Education Meeting 
 
Board of Education    1)   Approval of 2020-2021 Board of Education Budget 
Meeting Room       
7:30 p.m. 
 
NOTE:  School Winter Break February 17th through February 21st  

 
                      
FEBRUARY 25TH, TUESDAY       Regular Board of Education Meeting 
 
Board of Education 
Meeting Room 
7:30 p.m. 
 
                
MARCH 3RD, TUESDAY LEGAL DATE: Board of Finance meeting at 
(1st Tuesday)   which 2020-2021 Board of Education     
Town Hall Room 206  Recommended Budget is submitted. 
7:30 p.m.  
 
MARCH (to be confirmed)               LEGAL DATE: Publication of 2020-2021 
                      Recommended Budget in Newspapers. 
 
**In the event of Snow on Saturday, January 4th.     



 

 

 
MARCH 10TH, TUESDAY LEGAL DATE: Board of Finance Public 
Town Hall (2nd Tuesday) Hearing on Budget 
Auditorium   
7:30 p.m. 
 
MARCH 11TH , WEDNESDAY Regular Board of Education meeting 
Board of Education   
Meeting Room 
7:30 p.m. 
 
  

MARCH 14TH, SATURDAY          Tour of Schools -- starting in MIDDLESEX ROTUNDA  

8:00 a.m. to approx. 11:30 a.m.     
 
 
MARCH 24TH, TUESDAY   Regular Board of Education meeting 
 
Board of Education  Update on Projected Elementary Enrollment; 
Meeting Room   Recommendation to the Board on any Budget Changes 
7:30 p.m.    
 
Week of March 30 or week of April 6  – Date(s) to be Determined by Board of Finance**   
Town Hall            
Conference Room                      Board of Finance  - Work Session with Board of Education 
7:30 p.m.       Review Board of Education Budget. 
 
 
APRIL (TBD)**          Board of Finance – Preliminary Vote on Budget 
Town Hall  
Conference Room 206 
7:30 p.m. 
 
APRIL (TBD)**       Board of Finance – Final Vote on Budget 
Town Hall  and set Mill Rate 
Conference Room 206           
7:30 p.m. 
 
NOTE:  School Spring Break  April 6th through 10th    
 
APRIL 14TH, TUESDAY                 Regular Board of Education meeting 
Board of Education           
Meeting Room 
7:30 p.m. 
 
APRIL     LEGAL DATE: Board of Finance filing of 
(By the 3rd Tues. in April) 2020-2021 Town Appropriations and Tax Rate with Town Clerk. 
     
MAY 11TH, MONDAY  LEGAL DATE: RTM Approval of 2020-2021    
(2nd Monday)   Town of Darien Budget. 
Town Hall  
Auditorium   
8:00 p.m. 
 

**to be confirmed by the Board of Finance 
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