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APPROVED 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Tuesday, September 25, 2018 
 
PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION CONFERENCE ROOM 
7:30 P.M. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Present X  X X X X X  X 

Absent  X      X  

 
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT:  
Dr. Landon, Dr. Da Silva, Ms. Klein, Ms. Cion and Mr. Feeney  
 
AUDIENCE:  Approximately 10 
 
1.  Call to Order  Mrs. Tara B. Ochman, Chair,  

at 7:45 p.m. (0:00) 
 
2.  Chairperson’s Report Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  

 at 7:45 p.m. (0:00) 
 
3.  Public Comment         Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  
 at 7:45 p.m. (0:00) 
 
4.  Superintendent's Report Dr. Elliott Landon  

 at 7:45 p.m. (0:00) 
 
5.  Approval of Minutes (attachment)  Board of Education 
                                                                                                  at 7:46 p.m. (0:01) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING AND EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE 

BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2018:  
1st Mr. Burke 
2ND Ms. McCammon 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X  X X X X X  X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (7-0-0) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD 

ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2018: 
1st Ms. Hagerty-Ross  
2ND Mr. Maroney 
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 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X  X X X X X  X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (7-0-0) 
 
6.  Board Committee Reports Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  
          at 7:46 p.m. (0:01) 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
7.  Presentations/Discussions: 
 

a. Discussion and Possible Mr. Michael Feeney 
Action on 2017-2018 at 7:48 p.m. (0:03) 
Year End Financial Report      
  

MOTION TO APPROVE THE 2017-2018 YEAR END FINANCIAL REPORT: 
1st Ms. Hagerty-Ross  
2ND Mr. Maroney 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X  X X X X X  X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  (7-0-0) 
 

MOTION TO RETURN TO THE TOWN OF DARIEN $729,230.00: 
1st Mr. Burke  
2ND Ms. Hagerty-Ross 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X  X X X X X  X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  (7-0-0) 
 
 
b. Proposal and Possible Action     Dr. Elliott Landon 
for Upgrading Electrical at 8:03 p.m. (0:18) 
Systems in the Schools       
 

MOTION TO GO TO THE RTM TO REQUEST AN UPGRADE TO THE ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS AT HINDLEY, 
HOLMES AND ROYLE SCHOOLS: 
1st Ms. Hagerty-Ross  
2ND Ms. McNamara 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X  X X X X X  X 

No          

Abstain          
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RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY  (7-0-0) 
      
c. Discussion on 2018-2019 Mr. Michael Feeney 
Financial Report and at 8:15 p.m. (0:30) 
Possible Action on Proposed  
Budget Transfers 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED BUDGET TRANSFERS:  
1st Ms. McNamara 
2ND Mr. Burke 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X  X X X X X  X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
  

     
d. Further Discussion and  Dr. Elliott Landon/ 
Possible Action on Board at 8:21 p.m. (0:36) 
Master Agenda – August 2018 
to January 2019      

    
MOTION TO APPROVE THE REVISED BOARD MASTER AGENDA FROM AUGUST 2018 - JANUARY 2019:  
1st Mr. Burke 
2ND Ms. Hagerty-ross 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X  X X X X X  X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
   

 
 

ACTION ITEMS 
 

8.  Action Items:  
 
 a.  Personnel Items      Ms. Cion  
  i.   Appointments    at 8:23 p.m. (0:38) 
  ii. Resignations/Retirements 
  
MOTION TO APPROVE PERSONNEL ITEMS AS OUTLINED IN THE MEMO DATED SEPTEMBER 25, 2018: 
1st Ms. Hagerty-Ross 
2ND Mr. Maroney 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X  X X X X X  X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
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9.  Public Comment   Ms. Ochman  
   at 8:24 p.m. (0:39) 
Jack Davis 197 Hoyt Street, RTM 
 
10.  Adjournment     Ms. Ochman  

          at 8:28 p.m. (0:43) 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
1st Ms. McCammon 
2nd Mr. Burke 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X  X X X X X  X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m. (0:43)    

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kathrine Stein, 
Secretary 
 
 

 
 

 



Darien High School 

Table #1 Class Size Guidelines 

 

The following chart depicts the class size guidelines, established by the Board of Education in Policy 6510, that are used by the high 

school to make section enrollment decisions. 

 



Table #2 -- Mean Class Sizes

(Includes data for special education and academic support programs)

# Sections # Enrolled <10 10-14 15-19 20-24 >24 12-13F 13-14F 14-15F 15-16F 16-17F 17-18F 18-19F F-F
English 79 1426 6 8 26 39 0 17 18 18 18 17 18 18 0

Foreign Language 66 1199 3 10 23 29 1 17 18 18 17 17 17 18 1

Mathematics 74 1451 4 5 19 45 1 19 19 19 19 19 20 20 0

Science 70 1415 1 3 23 43 0 19 19 19 18 19 20 20 0

Social Studies 77 1487 6 6 17 48 0 18 19 19 19 19 19 19 0

Average 18 19 19 18 18 19 19

Art 27 445 2 7 10 8 0 17 18 17 17 17 17 17 0

Music 8 292 0 2 0 0 6 26 24 33 27 30 32 37 5

Tech Ed/Video 13 192 0 5 7 1 0 16 17 15 16 15 15 15 0

Comp/Business 10 214 0 0 3 6 1 13 13 17 21 22 22 21 -1

Physical Education 58 1392 0 0 5 25 28 23 24 24 23 23 23 24 1

Special Education** 65 407 55 9 0 1 0 6 7 6 5 6 6 6 0

Academic Support* 6 64 2 2 2 0 0 12 13 12 12 7 8 11 3

**Includes special ed/adaptive / and IDEA * Includes Reading/ESL

Table #3 - Teacher Average Class Load
(Does not include special education or academic support programs)

12-13F 13-14F 14-15F 15-16F 16-17F 17-18F 18-19F F-F
English 86 91 89 88 86 88 90 2

Foreign Language 85 89 90 86 85 88 91 3

Mathematics 93 96 94 94 93 99 98 -1

Science 74 73 75 74 76 81 81 0

Social Studies 90 96 96 94 94 97 97 0

Average 85.7 89.0 88.9 87.2 86.8 90.6 91.3

Comp/Bus/Tech 74 72 79 89 92 93 93 0

Art/Music 89 98 100 103 104 102 105 3







 

 
Darien High School 
Darien, Connecticut 

 

 
 

 
To: Dr. Elliott Landon, Superintendent of Schools 
From: Ellen Dunn, Principal, Darien High School 
Re: Proposed China Exchange Field Trip 
Date: October 19, 2018 

 
 

As a result of the problems our sister school in Qingdao faced obtaining the appropriate visas 
for travel to the United States, our China Exchange program has been impacted.  Our students 
registered for the course with the expectation that the cultural exchange would be defined by 
a culminating trip to China.   We are proposing an amended trip that will provide a rich 
experience for our students in spite of the fact that a home stay is not possible this year.  The 
trip proposal includes visits to significant sites as well as visits to schools where students will 
interact with peers and be exposed to a variety of school settings and cultures in China.  The 
trip is proposed to take place over 11 days from April 10, 2019 to April 20, 2019. The detailed 
proposal and itinerary are attached.   
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