
Board of Education 
Darien, Connecticut 

 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2018 

 
PLACE: 

DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

MEETING ROOM 
7:30 P.M. 

 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 
 

   1. Call to Order……………………   Mrs. Tara B. Ochman           7:30 p.m.  
 
    2.    Chairperson’s Report………….   Mrs. Ochman                                 7:35 p.m. 
 
    3.    Public Comment*……………….. Mrs. Ochman  
 
    4. Superintendent’s Report……….  Dr. Dan Brenner                             7:45 p.m.                         
 

5. Approval of Minutes……………   Board of Education                             
  
    6.    Board Committee Reports……    Mrs. Ochman 
 
    7.    Presentations/Discussions:  
 

        a. Discussion and Possible…..  Dr. Brenner 
  Acceptance of  
  Contemplated Gift from 
  Holmes PTO 
  
       b.  Discussion and Possible….   Dr. Brenner 
  Acceptance of  
  Contemplated Gift from 
            Darien Music for Youth   

        
 
*Public Comments are limited to three minutes per individual and are designed to allow community members to inform the Darien 
Board of Education of their opinions and/or concerns.   Where appropriate, community members are also encouraged to reach out 
to the school administration during regular school hours.   There should be no expectation for dialogue on such public comments to 
take place at a regular public meeting, given that by law the Board may only discuss matters that are set forth on its agenda.    



 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2018 
 
 
    7.    Presentations/Discussions (cont.):  
 

       c.    Update on Facilities……….. Dr. Brenner 
    Committee Work   

 
   8.    Action Items  
 
  a.    Personnel Items…………… Ms. Marjorie Cion                                      

       
   i. Appointments 

 ii. Resignations/Retirements 
 

   9.   Public Comment*…………………   Mrs. Ochman                                    

 
       10.  Adjournment……………………       Mrs. Ochman 
                                

 
DB:nv 
 

*Public Comments are limited to three minutes per individual and are designed to allow community members to inform the Darien 
Board of Education of their opinions and/or concerns.   Where appropriate, community members are also encouraged to reach out 
to the school administration during regular school hours.   There should be no expectation for dialogue on such public comments to 
take place at a regular public meeting, given that by law the Board may only discuss matters that are set forth on its agenda.   
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APPROVED 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Tuesday, January 23, 2018 
 
PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION CONFERENCE ROOM 
7:30 P.M. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Present X X X X X X X X X 

Absent          

 
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT:  
Dr. Brenner, Dr. Da Silva, Ms. Klein, Mr. Feeney and Ms. Cion 
 
AUDIENCE:  Approximately 40 
 
1.  Call to Order  Mrs. Tara B. Ochman, Chair,  

at 7:31pm (0:00) 
 

2.  Chairperson’s Report Mrs. Ochman at 7:31pm  
(0:00) 

 
3.  Public Comment         Mrs. Ochman at 7:33 pm 
 (0:02) 
  
4.  Superintendent's Report Dr. Dan Brenner at 7:33 pm 

(0:02) 
 
5.  Approval of Minutes (attachments)  Board of Education at 7:36 pm       
                                                                                                  (0:05) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD 

ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2018:  
1st Mr. Dineen 
2ND Ms. Ritchie 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD 

ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2018:  
1st Ms. Hagerty-Ross 
2ND Ms. Ritchie 
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 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
 
6.  Board Committee Reports Mrs. Ochman at 7:36 pm (0:05) 
 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
7.  Presentations/Discussions: 
 

a. Discussion with the Board Mrs. Ochman at 7:39 pm (0:08) 
of Finance; RTM Education and   
Finance Committees regarding     
2018-2019 Proposed Budget  

 
 

b. Curricula Update: Dr. Susie Da Silva/ Ms. Linda 
Mathematics (and recom-  Johnson at 8:07pm (0:36) 
mendations for implementation)  
(attachment)       

 
c. Further Discussion and      Dr. Da Silva at 9:06 pm (1:35) 

 Possible Action on Proposed         
New Courses for Darien High 
School for the 2018-2019  
School Year       

  (attachments) 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE NEW COURSES AS MODIFIED FOR DARIEN HIGH SCHOOL FOR THE 2018-
2019 SCHOOL YEAR: 
1st Mr. Burke 
2nd Mr. Maroney 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X  X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (8-0-0) (MRS. MCNAMARA WAS NOT IN THE MEETING ROOM AT THE 

TIME OF THE VOTE.) 
 

d. Discussion on Acceptance    Dr. Brenner at 9:08 pm (1:37) 
       of Revenue for Fitch Academy 
  

e. Discussion and Possible     Dr. Da Silva at 9:32 pm (2:01) 
Action on Proposed Middlesex  
Quiz Bowl Field Trips 
(attachments) 
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MOTION TO APPROVE THE QUIZ BOWL FIELD TRIPS: 
1st Ms. McCammon 
2nd Mr. Maroney 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
 
f. Follow Up Discussion on     Dr. Brenner at 9:36 pm (2:05) 
Unfinished Business and 
Possible Modifications to 
2018-2019 Proposed 
Budget 

 
 g. Further Discussion and     Dr. Brenner at 10:12 pm (1:41) 

Possible Action on Master 
Agenda for February –  
August 2018 
(attachment)   

 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MASTER AGENDA FOR FEBRUARY – AUGUST 2018: 
1st Ms. Ritchie 
2nd Ms. Hagerty Ross 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
    
9.  Public Comment   Ms. Ochman at 10:13 pm  
         (2:42)    
  
 
10.  Adjournment     Ms. Ochman at 10:14 pm  

(2:43)    
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
1st Ms. Ritchie 
2nd Ms. McCammon 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:14 pm (2:43)    
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Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kathrine Stein, 
Secretary 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1 
 

APPROVED 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Tuesday, January 30, 2018 
 
PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION CONFERENCE ROOM 
7:00 P.M. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Present X X X X X X X X X 

Absent          

 
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT:  
Dr. Brenner, Dr. Da Silva, Ms. Klein, Mr. Feeney and Ms. Cion 
 
AUDIENCE:  Approximately 50 
 
1.  Call to Order  Mrs. Tara B. Ochman, Chair,  

at 7:01 p.m. (0:00) 
 

2.  Public Hearing on 2018-2019 Mrs. Ochman at 7:02 p.m.  
Superintendent’s Proposed      (0:01) 
Budget 
 
Speakers 

1. Ms. Wendy Ward, 11 Stanley Road and Ms. Beth Lane 16 Hillcrest Avenue, CDSP 
2. Ms. Holley Cavanna, 9 Searles Road, CDSP 
3. Ms. Sara Goertel, 22 Brushy Hill Road, CDSP 
4. Ms. Marla Chandler, 19 Peterick Lane, CDSP 
5. Ms. Kadi Lublin, 24 Maplewood Drive, CDSP 
6. Ms. Amy Zerbe, 9 Morehouse Drive, Parent 
7. Ms. Sarah Neumann, 94 Gardiner Street and Ms. Joanna Garrett, 68 Stony Brook 

Road, CDSP 
8. Ms. Sara Parent, 227 Hollow Tree Ridge Road, Parent, Holmes PTO Co-Chair 
9. Ms. Millyn Gaaserud, 35 Driftway Lane, CDSP 
10. Ms. Maggie Cellar, 8 Old Farm Road, Parent 
11. Ms. Robin Nelson, 51 Arrowhead Way, Parent 
12. Mr. Rob Werner, 21 Bailey Avenue, Parent 
13. Ms. Alex Taylor, 4 Barringer Road, Ms. Linda Straubel, 1640 Post Road, Ms. Tricia 

Bresnahan, 11 Glenvale Avenue, Ms. Cathy DeGraaff, 109 Mansfield Avenue, Ms. 
Courtney Darby, 23 Old Parish Road, SEPAC 
 

3.  Further Review of 2018-2019       Mrs. Ochman at 7:59 p.m. 
Superintendent’s Proposed Budget (0:58) 
  
4.  Adjournment       Mrs. Ochman at 8:20 p.m.  

  (1:19)    
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MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
1st Ms. McCammon 
2nd Ms. McNamara 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm (1:19)    

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kathrine Stein, 
Secretary 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 















































       DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
                                 Contemplated Gift Form 
 
 
Gift intended for:                                       Person(s) or Group Offering Gift(s) 
     (Check appropriate responses) 
                                                                   
_____Hindley                                            Holmes School PTO 
__X__Holmes                                            ___________________________ 
_____Ox Ridge 
       Contact person-This may be a  
                                                gift giver or a building administrator 
_____Royle          Name    Sara Parent 

     Address 227 Hollow Tree Ridge Rd                                                 
_____Tokeneke             Darien, CT  06820  
             
____  Middlesex Middle School 
            Tele.     203-202-7507_________ 
____  Darien High School            ____________________ 
            Fax.      ____________________  
____  District           e-mail   saradparent@gmail.com  
 
Description of proposed gift(s), including the form in which it (they) will be given 
(e.g.  money, materials, services, etc.) and for what purpose(s).  The description has 
to be sufficiently specific to allow administration to determine whether items 2, 3, or 4 
of the guidelines specified in “Administration Regulation JG-Public Gifts to the 
Schools” apply. 
 
The Holmes School PTO would like to donate five new pieces of playground 
equipment from Landscape Structures to Holmes School. The Holmes playground 
has not been significantly updated since 1997, although some structures are even 
older than that and are rusty and worn. Because of wear, several slides had to be 
replaced in 2011. In 2017, some rails and parts of structures were replaced. In both 
of those instances, modifications had to be made because the original repair pieces 
were no longer available because of the age of the equipment. 
 
Working together with Paula Bleakley and Mike Lynch, we have planned to update 
both the Kindergarten playground and the larger playground for 5-12-year olds. We 
will install a fire truck structure on the Kindergarten playground which will replace the 
old, metal truck currently there. We will also install three stand-alone panels; a 
wheelchair accessible “Bongo and Navigator” panel, as well as two musical pieces, a 
“Warble” chime and a “Kettle” drum. There is currently an old, stand-alone slide that 
will be removed, and one of the sets of swings will be repositioned within the 
playground to create space for this new equipment. 
 
On the bigger playground, we will put in a “GeoPlex 3 Spoke with Cables” climber. 
This will not replace any of the current equipment but will be an addition to the 5-12 
year old play area. 

mailto:saradparent@gmail.com


 
In addition to the attached quote, this project also requires 40 yards of wood fiber at 
$42.88/yard or $1,715.20.  
 
The total amount of this project is $48,091.20. As per Mike Lynch, the district will pay 
$10,000 towards the installation. The Holmes School PTO will contribute the 
remaining $38,091.20. 
 
Please answer the following questions. 

Is the value of the gift(s) $ 500.00 or more?      _X____Yes     _____No 
     Note: If the proposed gift involves donated materials or 
               services, please place an estimated dollar value 
               on them. 
 
If your answer to the previous question is Yes, please check one of the following 
categories of value for the proposed gift(s):  
 
     _____500-1,000                 _____5,000-10,000 
 
     _____1,000-2,000              _____10,000-15,000 
 
     _____2,000-3,000              _____15,000-20,000 
 
     _____3,000-4,000              ___X_20,000+ 
 
     _____4,000-5,000 
 
                                              Do not write below this line 

 
Status:   Date received by Superintendent________________ 
               
               Notes on actions by Superintendent of Schools- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               Actions, if any, by the Board of Education- 
 
 
 
 
 
               Final disposition of the gift offer-   
 



M.E. O’BRIEN & SONS, INC. 
93 West Street - P O Box 650 / Medfield MA 

02052 
508-359-4200 (phone) / 508-359-2817 (fax) 

SDO Certified WBE (MA Only) 

 

REVISED QUOTATION 
 

Date: January 26, 2018       Page 1 

of 2 
 

Job: Holmes School 
 

Location: Darien, CT 
 

Salesman: Peter Wallace, CPSI  /  Phone: 203-805-4325 / Fax: 203-805-4265 
 Peter_Wallace@obrienandsons.com 
 

Attention: Sara Parent  /  Tel:  917-509-6329  /  saradparent@gmail.com 

 Mike Lynch  /  mlynch@darienps.org  

 

 

We are pleased to offer our quotation on the following for the above subject job: 
 

QTY DESCRIPTION TOTAL 
 

 

 

 
By Landscape Structures, Inc. - #MEO17602 

 

 
 

 

 
Kindergarten Play Area 

 

1 
#CL286547 Custom Fire Engine 

$16,945.00 

1 
Bongo Reach Panel and Navigator Reach Panel, attached, (3) 

posts 

$2,208.00 

1 
#228214A Rhapsody Warble Chimes, direct bury 

$4,300.00 

1 
#228217A Rhapsody Kettle Junior Drum, direct bury 

$1,400.00 

 
 

 

mailto:saradparent@gmail.com
mailto:mlynch@darienps.org


 
5-12 Play Area 

 

1 
#222231A GeoPlex 3-spoke Tower with cables 

$10,023.00 

 
 

 

 
Installation Services – Base Bid 

$11,500.00 

  Receive, offload equipment delivery  

  Layout and augur holes  

  Install LSI equipment, pour concrete footers  

  Removal and repositioning of existing swing set  

  Site excavation, removal of existing slide and fire truck, 

supply/install of new woodfiber is NOT included in base bid. 
 

 
 

 

 
PROJECT TOTAL 

$46,376.00 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



                                                 

Rhapsody Warble Chime 

Features 

• Excellent activity for young children 

• Perfect for musicians of all abilities 

• Great for childcare centers, preschools, and other early childhood facilities 

• Chimes made from anodized aluminum 

• Rubber mallets are optimized to provide the best sound for the range of notes 

• Choose one ProShield® color for arches 

• Choose one Permalene® color for mallet holder 

• Coated steel cable securely attaches mallets to instrument 

• Safety surfacing is optional 

• Direct bury or surface mount 

• Patent pending 

Developmental Benefits 

Sensory 

Auditory, Proprioception, Tactile, Visual 

Motor Skills 

Eye-Hand Coordination, Motor Planning 

Cognitive Skills 

Problem Solving, Strategic Thinking 

Social/Emotional Skills 

Cooperation, Imaginative Play, Social Skill Development 



                                               

Bongo Reach Panel 

Features 

• Available for PlayShaper® for ages 2 to 5 
• For one or more kids 
• Ground level only 
• Large bongo drum surface for maximum rhythm and sound 
• Lets one or more kids have fun with rhythm and tone 
• Two bongos at just the right height 
• Wheelchair Accessible 

Developmental Benefits 

Sensory 

Auditory, Proprioception, Tactile 

Motor Skills 

Eye-Hand Coordination, Motor Planning 

Cognitive Skills 

Problem Solving, Strategic Thinking 

Social/Emotional Skills 

Cooperation, Imaginative Play, Social Skill Development 

 



                  

 

Navigator Reach Panel 

Features 

• Choose any TenderTuff color for the steering wheel 
• Maintenance-free bearings 
• Optional Permalene® steering wheel infill available (necessary to meet ASTM standards for 

children under 2) 
• Stainless steel shafts ensure durable, transportation themed fun 
• Learning Wall Posts must be purchased separately 
• Wheelchair Accessible 

Developmental Benefits 

Sensory 

Proprioception, Tactile, Visual 

Motor Skills 

Eye-Hand Coordination, Motor Planning 

Cognitive Skills 

Problem Solving, Strategic Thinking 

Social/Emotional Skills 

Cooperation, Imaginative Play, Social Skill Development 



                                   

Junior Kettle Drum 

Features 

• Excellent activity for young children 
• Perfect for musicians of all abilities 
• Great for childcare centers, preschools, and other early childhood facilities 
• Drum skins made from polycarbonate 
• Choose one ProShield® color and one Permalene® color 
• Safety surfacing is optional 
• Direct bury or surface mount 
• Patent pending 

Developmental Benefits 

Sensory 

Auditory, Proprioception, Tactile, Visual 

Motor Skills 

Eye-Hand Coordination, Motor Planning 

Cognitive Skills 

Problem Solving, Strategic Thinking 

Social/Emotional Skills 

Cooperation, Imaginative Play, Social Skill Development 



                          

GeoPlex 3 Spoke Tower with Cables (5-12 Playground) 

Features 

• Single-post components may be attached to outer posts 
• Climbing panels include a variety of hand and foot holds to encourage strategic planning 
• Polyethylene panels are durable and weather-resistant 
• Steel-reinforced cables are extremely durable and vandal resistant, available in black only 
• Steel posts only 
• Direct bury or surface mount 
• Patent pending 

Developmental Benefits 

Sensory 

Proprioception, Tactile, Visual 

Motor Skills 

Agility, Balance, Coordination, Core Body Strength, Endurance, Eye-Hand Coordination, Fine 

Motor, Lower Body Strength, Motor Planning, Upper Body Strength 

Cognitive Skills 

Problem Solving, Strategic Thinking 

Social/Emotional Skills 

Cooperation, Imaginative Play, Social Skill Development 



 

Fire Engine 

Features 

• A firehouse full of play events 
• Lots of kids can play at once for cooperative play 
• Proportioned perfectly for younger kids 
• Several climbers, overhead events, talk tubes, slides and more 
• Permalene® panels, red with black core only 

Developmental Benefits 

Sensory 

Proprioception, Visual 

Motor Skills 

Coordination, Core Body Strength, Lower Body Strength, Motor Planning, Upper Body Strength 

Cognitive Skills 

Problem Solving, Strategic Thinking 

Social/Emotional Skills 

Cooperation, Imaginative Play, Social Skill Development 



 

DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
                                        Contemplated Gift Form 
 
 
Gift intended for:                                       Person(s) or Group Offering Gift(s) 
     (Check appropriate responses)  
                                                                 Irene Trautmann  
__X___Hindley                                         Darien Music for Youth, chair 
__X___Holmes                                         4 Laurel Lane   
__X___Ox Ridge     Darien, CT 06820 
       Contact person-This may be a  
                                              gift giver or a building administrator 
__X__ Royle          Name:    Richard Sadlon    
           Address: Director of Music  
__X__Tokeneke             __________________  
               __________________ 
_____Middlesex Middle School 
            Tele.:  203-655-3981 ext: 2329  
          Darien High School            ______________ 
            Fax.      __________________  
__X__District                        e-mail   RSadlon@darienps.org 
 
Description of proposed gift(s), including the form in which it (they) will be given 
(e.g.  money, materials, services, etc.) and for what purpose(s).  The description 
has to be sufficiently specific to allow administration to determine whether items 
2, 3, or 4 of the guidelines specified in “Administration Regulation JG-Public Gifts 
to the Schools” apply. 
 
The Darien Music for Youth organization has generously offered to donate funds 
in the amount of $12,000.00 to support a cultural enrichment assembly program 
for all of the students at all five elementary schools and a free, open to the public 
evening performance at Darien High School of the 24 member Russian Music 
and Dance Ensemble, Barynya, in April. The ensemble of instrumentalists, 
vocalists and dancers will present workshops for students before the evening 
program. The in-school assemblies will be made up of a smaller group of 
performers and will be scheduled at the elementary schools pending the approval 
of this proposal.  This gift is in support of the Music Department’s Curricular 
Focus Theme on “The Music of Russia!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Please answer the following questions. 
 
Is the value of the gift(s) $ 500.00 or more?      __X__Yes     _____No 
     Note: If the proposed gift involves donated materials or 
               services, please place an estimated dollar value 
               on them. 
 
If your answer to the previous question is Yes, please check one of the following 
categories of value for the proposed gift(s):  
 
     ____  500-1,000                 ______5,000-10,000 
 
     _____1,000-2,000              ___X_10,000-15,000 
 
     _____2,000-3,000              _____15,000-20,000 
 
     _____3,000-4,000              _____20,000+ 
 
     _____4,000-5,000   
 
 
                                              Do not write below this line 

 
Status:   Date received by Superintendent________________ 
               
               Notes on actions by Superintendent of Schools- 
 
 
 
               Actions, if any, by the Board of Education- 
 
 
 
 
 
               Final disposition of the gift offer-   
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