
 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Darien, Connecticut 

 

 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2017 
 

PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

MEETING ROOM 
7:30 P.M.   

 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 
 

   1.   Call to Order……………………….  Mrs. Tara B. Ochman                 7:30 p.m.  
   
    2.    Chairperson’s Report…………………  Mrs. Ochman   

 

    3.    Public Comment*……………………… Mrs. Ochman  

 

    4.   Superintendent’s Report………….  Dr. Dan Brenner                                                            
 

5.   Approval of Minutes………………   Board of Education                            
  
    6.   Board Committee Reports………    Mrs. Ochman      
 
    7.    Presentations/Discussions 

 
  a.  Annual Special Education…..   Dr. Brenner/ 
       Update including Continued     Ms. Shirley Klein 
       Development of Special 
       Education Department 
       Systems and Structures 
 
                 
    
*Public Comments are limited to three minutes per individual and are designed to allow community members to inform the Darien 
Board of Education of their opinions and/or concerns.   Where appropriate, community members are also encouraged to reach out 
to the school administration during regular school hours.   There should be no expectation for dialogue on such public comments to 
take place at a regular public meeting, given that by law the Board may only discuss matters that are set forth on its agenda.     



 

 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2017 

 
    7.    Presentations/Discussions (cont.) 

 
  b.   Report on 2017-2018………    Mr. Michael Feeney 
        Budget and Possible  
        Action on Budget Transfers 
 
  c.   Further Discussion and…….    Dr. Brenner/ 
                  Action on Updated Five           Mr. Michael Lynch   
        Year Capital Plan  
 
  d.   Updated Board of…………..    Dr. Brenner 
        Education Master Agenda 
     
    8.   Action Items  
 
  a. Personnel Items………………  Ms. Marjorie Cion                          9:30 p.m. 

       i. Appointments  
 
   9.  Public Comment*………………….   Mrs. Ochman                                    

       10. Adjournment………………………...  Mrs. Ochman  
            
       DB:nv  

 
*Public Comments are limited to three minutes per individual and are designed to allow community members to inform the Darien 
Board of Education of their opinions and/or concerns.   Where appropriate, community members are also encouraged to reach out 
to the school administration during regular school hours.   There should be no expectation for dialogue on such public comments to 
take place at a regular public meeting, given that by law the Board may only discuss matters that are set forth on its agenda.   
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APPROVED 
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Tuesday, November 14, 2017 
 

PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING ROOM  
7:30 P.M.   
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

 
 

Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Stein Ritchie 

Present X X X X X X X X X 

Absent          

 
 

ADMINISTRATION PRESENT:   
Dr. Brenner, Dr. Da Silva, Ms. Klein, Mr. Feeney and Ms. Cion 

 
Call to order by Ms. Hagerty-Ross, Senior Member of the Board, at 7:30pm (0:00) 

 
NOMINATION OF MS. OCHMAN AS CHAIRPERSON OF THE DARIEN BOARD OF 
EDUCATION: 
1st  Mr. Dineen 
2nd Ms. Ritchie 
 
NOMINATION OF MS. HAGERTY-ROSS AS VICE CHAIRPERSON OF THE DARIEN 
BOARD OF EDUCATION: 
 1st  Mr. Burke 
2nd Ms. Stein 
 
NOMINATION OF MS. STEIN AS SECRETARY OF THE DARIEN BOARD OF EDUCATION: 
1st  Ms. Ritchie 
2nd Mr. Dineen 
 
 
ELECTION OF MS. OCHMAN AS CHAIRPERSON OF THE DARIEN BOARD OF 
EDUCATION: 
  
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X    X X X 

No     X     

Abstain    X  X    

RESULT -MOTION PASSED (6-1-2) 
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ELECTION OF MS. HAGERTY-ROSS AS VICE CHAIRPERSON OF THE DARIEN BOARD 
OF EDUCATION: 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X    X X X 

No      X    

Abstain    X X     

RESULT -MOTION PASSED (6-1-2 ) 
 
 
ELECTION OF MS. STEIN AS SECRETARY OF THE DARIEN BOARD OF EDUCATION: 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X  X X X 

No      X    

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED (8-1-0 ) 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
1st  Ms. Ochman 
2nd Ms. Ritchie 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0 ) 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Kathrine Stein, 
Secretary 
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APPROVED 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Tuesday, November 14, 2017 
 
PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION CONFERENCE ROOM 
7:45 P.M. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Present X X X X X X X X X 

Absent          

 
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT:  
Dr. Brenner, Dr. Da Silva, Ms. Klein, Mr. Feeney and Ms. Cion 
 
AUDIENCE:  Approximately 15 
 
1.  Call to Order  Ms. Ochman, Chair, at 7:45pm 

(0:00) 
 
2.  Chairperson’s Report Ms. Ochman, Chair, at 7:45pm  

(0:00) 
 
 
3. Public Comment         Ms. Ochman, Chair, at 7:46pm 
 (0:01) 
 
4.  Superintendent's Report Dr. Brenner at 7:46pm (0:01) 
 
 
5.  Approval of Minutes (attachments) Board of Education at 7:47pm 

(0:02) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD 

ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2017:  
1st Ms.Ritchie 
2ND Ms. Stein 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X  X X X 

No          

Abstain      X    

RESULT -MOTION PASSED (8-0-1) 



2 
 

 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD 

ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2017:  
1st Mr. Burke 
2ND Ms. Hagerty-Ross 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X  X X X 

No          

Abstain      X    

RESULT -MOTION PASSED (8-0-1) 
 
6.  Board Committee Reports Ms. Ochman at 7:48pm (0:03) 
 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
7.  Presentations/Discussions: 
 

a. Discussion on Proposed  Dr. Susie Da Silva  
 Health and Wellness Plan     at 7:48pm (0:03) 
for Students PK-Grade 12      
(attachment)   

  
b. Further Update on Fitch     Dr. Brenner/Dr. Da Silva 

 Academy (attachments)     at 8:15pm (0:30)  
  
c. Further Discussion and      Dr. Brenner  

 Possible Action on 2018-2019    at 9:19pm (1:34)   
  Budget Meeting Calendar 

(attachment) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE 2018-2019 BUDGET MEETING CALENDARS: 
1st Mr. Burke 
2nd Ms. Hagerty-Ross 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
 
 d. Discussion on Proposed     Dr. Brenner at 9:21pm (1:36) 
 Community Fund of Darien 
 Thriving Youth Parent Survey 
 (attachment) 
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ACTION ITEMS 
 

8.  Action Items:  
 

a. Contract Agreement between    Ms. Marjorie Cion at 9:25pm  
the Darien Registered Nurses’    (1:40) 
Union and the Darien Board of  
Education (attachment) 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONTRACT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE DARIEN REGISTERED NURSES’ 
UNION AND THE DARIEN BOARD OF EDUCATION: 
1st Mr. Burke 
2nd Mr. Dineen 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
 

b.  Personnel Items      Ms. Cion at 9:27pm (1:42) 
  i.   Appointments 
   (attachment) 
   
 
MOTION TO APPROVE PERSONNEL ITEMS AS OUTLINED IN THE MEMO DATED NOVEMBER 14, 2017: 
1st Ms. Ritchie 
2nd Ms. Hagerty-Ross 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
  
9.  Public Comment   Ms. Ochman at 9:27pm  

Ms. Wendy Ward, 11 Stanley Road    (1:42)    
 
10.  Adjournment     Ms. Ochman at 9:30pm  

(1:45)    
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
1st Ms. Ritchie 
2nd Ms. McCammon 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
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Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. (1:45)    

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kathrine Stein, 
Secretary 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







































































































 

 

(A P P R O V E D)  
(Revisions are in “Red, Bold, Italics”) 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MASTER AGENDA 
 AUGUST 2017 – JANUARY 2018  

 

August 22    

 

 Further Discussion and Action on District Goals and Objectives 2017-2018  

 Appointments for 2017-2018  

 Further Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed Change from Board 
Goals to Board Responsibilities and Code of Ethics  

 Update Master Agenda (2nd Semester 2016-17)  

 Presentation, Discussion and Possible Action on Revised Facilities Use 
Fee Schedule  

 Further Discussion on High School Commitment and Possible Action on 
Revisions to Board of Education Policies 5220, 5230 and 5250 

 Update on Summer Facilities Projects 

 Discussion on FOIA Processes and Procedures 

 Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed US-China Exchange Field 
Trip to Washington, DC 

 Appointment of an Impartial Hearing Officer for Student Disciplinary 
Matters for the 2017-18 School Year, as they arise 

 Presentation, Discussion and Possible Acceptance of Contemplated Gift 
from the Darien Athletic Foundation 

 
September 12  
 

 Superintendent’s Opening of School Report  

 Presentation and Discussion on Board Master Agenda for August 2017-
January 2018 

 Report on Summer School and ESY Programs 2017 

 Appointments for 2017-2018 

 First Reading on Minor Changes to Administrators’ Evaluation Instrument 

 Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed Athletic Field Trips 

 Further Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed Revisions to Board 
Policy 5220 – Student Discipline 

 Further Discussion on FOIA Processes and Procedures 

 Action on Board of Education Responsibilities  

 Acceptance of Board of Education Member Resignation 

 Election of Board of Education Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

September 26 
 

 Update/Report on SBAC, CAPT and CMT Results 

 Update on District Enrollment 

 Discussion and Action on 2016-2017 Final Year End Financial Report 
– rescheduled to October 10 

 Curricula Update: Library/Media 

 Further Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed FOIA Board 
Policy and Processes and Procedures 

 Further Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed Ice Hockey 
Field Trip 

 Action on Proposed Changes to Administrator Evaluation Instrument 

 Further Discussion and Possible Action on Board Master Agenda – 
August 2017 – January 2018 

 Appointment of Board of Education Member 
 
 
October 10 
 

 Presentation and Preliminary Discussion of Regular Board of Education 
Meetings for the 2018 Calendar Year 

 Preliminary Discussion of 2018-2019 Budget Meeting Calendar 

 Report on Testing – SAT, ACT, AP -  rescheduled to October 24 

 Presentation of October 1st District Enrollment Report and 
Projections  - rescheduled to October 24 

 Update on Fitch Academy  

 Discussion and Action on Return of 2016-17 F/Y Unused Funds to the 
Town 

 Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed Darien High School and 
Middlesex Middle School Field Trips 

 Curricula Update:  Mathematics K-8   - rescheduled to October 24  

 Discussion and Action on 2016-2017 Final Year End Financial Report 
– rescheduled from September 26 

 Report on 2017-2018 District Budget and Possible Action on Budget 
Transfers 

 
 
October 24 
 

 Presentation of Student Distribution (Class Size) Reports for the High 
School and Middlesex  

 Discussion on Proposed Health and Wellness Plan for Students PK-
Grade 12 – rescheduled to November 14 

 Discussion and Possible Approval of 2018-2019 Consolidated Grant  
  



 

 

 
 
October 24, cont. 
 

 Further Review and Possible Action on Proposed 2018-2019 Budget 
Calendar 

 Report on Testing – SAT, ACT, AP -  rescheduled from October 10 

 Presentation of October 1st District Enrollment Report and 
Projections  - rescheduled from October 10 

 Curricula Update:  Mathematics K-8   - rescheduled from October 10  

 Presentation, Discussion and Possible Acceptance of Contemplated 
Gift from YMCA/YWCA; Community Fund; DHS Parent Association; 
and Silver Hill Hospital 

 Further Review and Possible Action on Regular Board of Education 
Meetings for the 2018 Calendar Year 

 Darien High School Cafeteria Building Committee Update 
 
 
November 14 

 Reorganization of Board of Education (Election of Officers) 

 Report on 2017-2018 District Budget and Possible Action on Budget 
Transfers – rescheduled to December 12 

 Presentation on Proposed Five Year Budget Projections – 
rescheduled to November 28 

 Discussion on Proposed Changes and Possible Action on the 
Schedule of Regular Board of Education Meetings for the 2018 
Calendar Year – rescheduled to October 24 

 Discussion on Proposed Health and Wellness Plan for Students PK-
Grade 12 – rescheduled from October 24 

 Update on Transportation – to be rescheduled 

 Further Update on Fitch Academy  

 Discussion on Proposed Community Fund of Darien Thriving Youth 
Parent Survey 

 Contract Agreement between the Darien Registered Nurses’ Union 
and the Darien Board of Education 

 Further Discussion and Possible Action on 2018-2019 Budget Meeting 
Calendar 

 

November 28 

 Presentation of Updated Five Year Capital Plan/Building Condition Survey  

 Presentation, Discussion and Possible Action on Five Year Budget 
Projections   

 Presentation and Discussion of Preliminary Major Budget Proposals for 
2018-2019  

 Discussion and Possible Acceptance of Contemplated Gift from the 
Blue Wave Booster Club 



 

 

November 28, cont. 
 

 Further Discussion and Possible Action on Fitch Academy 

 Discussion on Proposed Community Fund of Darien Thriving Youth 
Student Survey 

 Continued Review, Proposed Revisions and Update of Board of 

Education Policies 

 Update on 2017-18 District Goals 
 
 

December 12 

 Update Master Agenda 
 Annual Special Education Update including Continued Development 

of Special Education Department Systems and Structures – 
rescheduled from January 9 

 Report on 2017-2018 District Budget and Possible Action on Budget 
Transfers – rescheduled from November 14 

 Further Discussion and Action on Updated Five Year Capital Plan 
 

January 4, Thursday (Special Meeting)  

 Review of 2018-2019 Budget Book Structure and Format 

 Presentation of Superintendent’s Proposed Budget for  
2018-2019 
 
 

January 6, Saturday   (IN CASE OF SNOW - ALTERNATIVE #2 SCHEDULE 
APPROVED BY THE BD. OF ED. ON NOVEMBER 14, 2017)     
        

 Discussion of Superintendent’s Proposed 2018-19 Personnel, Operating 
and Equipment Budgets (All RCs) 

 
 
January 9  
 

 Discussion with Board of Finance re 2018-19 Proposed Board of 
Education Budget – rescheduled to January 23 

 Presentation of Proposed New Courses for Darien High School for the 
2018-2019 School Year 

 Follow Up Discussion on January 6th Board Meeting Questions on 2018-
2019 Proposed Board of Education Budget 

 Presentation of Board Master Agenda for February – August 2018 

 Curricula Update: Mathematics K-8  (and recommendations for 
implementation) 

 Annual Special Education Update including Continued Development 

of Special Education Department Systems and Structures – 

rescheduled to December 12  



 

 

 

January 23 

 Meeting with Board of Finance; RTM Finance and Budget and 

Education Committees re 2018-2019 Proposed Board of Education 

Budget 

 Further Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed New Courses for 

Darien High School for the 2018-2019 School Year 

 Discussion and Possible Action on Board Master Agenda – February 

through August 2018 

 Follow Up Discussion on Unfinished Business and Possible Modifications 

to 2018-2019 Proposed Board of Education Budget 

 

DB:nv 
9/22/17 
10/3/17 
12/6/17 
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