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APPROVED 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Tuesday, August 22, 2017 
 
PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION CONFERENCE ROOM 
7:30 P.M. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Present X X X X X  X X  

Absent          

 
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT:  
Dr. Brenner, Dr. Da Silva, Ms. Klein, Ms. Cion, and Mr. Feeney, and Mr. Mooney (Board 
Counsel) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Approximately 40  
 
1.  Call to Order  Mr. Harman, Chair, at 7:39 p.m.                   

(0:00) 
 
2.  Chairperson's Report      Mr. Harman at 7:39 p.m. (0:00) 
 
3.  Public Comment       Mr. Harman at 7:40 p.m. (0:01) 
 Mr. John Sini, P&Z Chair, 36 Birch Road 
 
4.  Superintendent's Report     Dr. Brenner at 7:43 p.m. (0:04) 
 Update on Staffing 
 
5.  Approval of Minutes (attachments) Board of Education at 7:44 p.m 

(0:05) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD ON 

JULY 25, 2017:  
1st Ms. Hagerty-Ross 
2nd Mr. Dineen 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X X X X X     

No          

Abstain       X X  

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0-2) 
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MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON AUGUST 11, 2017:  
1st Ms. Hagerty-Ross 
2nd Ms. McCammon 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes  X X X X  X X  

No          

Abstain X         

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (6-0-1) 
 
6.  Board Committee Reports     Mr. Harman at 7:45 p.m. (0:06) 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
7.  Presentations: 
 
  a.  Discussion on FOIA Processes and Procedures Dr. Brenner, Ms. Cion, Mr.   
         Mooney at 7:48 p.m. (0:09) 
               
 b.  Update on Summer Facilities Projects  Mr. Lynch at 8:37p.m. (0:58) 
  
 c.  Presentation, Discussion, and Possible Action  Mr. Feeney and Mr. Lynch at 
 on Proposed Revised Facilities Use Fee Schedule at 8:42 p.m. (1:03) 
  
MOTION TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED FACILITIES USE FEE SCHEDULE: 
1st Mr. Dineen 
2ND Ms. Ochman 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X X X X X  X X  

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
 
 d.  Acceptance of Completion of Stadium Lights Dr. Brenner at 8:47p.m. (1:08) 
 Gift from the Darien Athletic Foundation    
 
MOTION TO ACCEPT THE GIFT OF STADIUM LIGHTS FROM THE DARIEN ATHLETIC FOUNDATION: 
No Motion 
 
 e.  Presentation, Discussion, and Possible   Dr. Brenner at 8:51p.m. (1:10) 
 Acceptance of Contemplated Gift from the Darien 
 Athletic Foundation (attachment)    
 
MOTION TO ACCEPT THE GIFT FROM THE DARIEN ATHLETIC FOUNDATION: 
1st Mr. Dineen 
2ND Mr. Burke 
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 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X X X X X  X X  

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
 
 f.  Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed  Dr. Brenner at 8:55p.m. (1:16)
 US-China Exchange Field Trip to       
 Washington DC (attachment) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED FIELD TRIP TO WASHINGTON DC FOR THE US-CHINA 

EXCHANGE: 
1st Mr. Dineen 
2ND Ms. McCammon 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X X X X X  X X  

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
 
 g.  Further Discussion on High School   Dr. Brenner at 8:57p.m. (1:18) 
 Commitment and Possible Action on Revisions 
 to Board of Education Policies 5220, 5230, and 5250 
 (attachments) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE CHANGES TO BOARD POLICY 5220: 
Postponed for future meeting 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE CHANGES TO BOARD POLICY 5230: 
1st Mr. Burke 
2ND Ms. McCammon 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X X X X X  X X  

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE CHANGES TO BOARD POLICY 5250: 
1st Ms. Ochman 
2ND Mr. Burke 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X X X X X  X X  

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
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 h.  Further Discussion and Action on the 2017-  Dr. Brenner at 9:03p.m. (1:24) 
 2018 District Goals and Objectives 
 (attachment) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE 2017-2018 DISTRICT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES: 
1st Ms. Stein 
2ND Ms. Hagerty-Ross 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X X X X X  X X  

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
 
 i.  Further Discussion and Possible Action on   Mr. Harman at 9:13p.m (1:34) 
 Proposed Board of Education Responsibilities 
 and Code of Ethics (attachments) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED BOARD OF EDUCATION RESPONSIBILITIES AND CODE OF ETHICS: 
Postponed for future meeting 
 
 j.  Updated Master Agenda February through  Dr. Brenner at 9:22p.m (1:43) 
 August 2017 (attachment) 
 

ACTION ITEMS 
 

8.  Action Items:  
 
 a.  Personnel Items      Ms. Cion at 9:23p.m. (1:44) 
  i.   Appointments 
   (attachment) 
  ii.   Appointment of an Impartial Hearing  
   Officer for Student Disciplinary Matters 
   for the 2017-2018 School Year as they 
   arise 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE PERSONNEL ITEMS AS OUTLINED IN THE MEMO DATED AUGUST 22, 2017: 
1st Ms. Hagerty-Ross 
2ND Mr. Burke 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X X X X X  X X  

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
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MOTION TO APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF AN IMPARTIAL HEARING OFFICER FOR STUDENT 

DISCIPLINARY MATTERS FOR THE 2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR AS THEY ARISE: 
1st Ms. McCammon 
2ND Ms. Ochman 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X X X X X  X X  

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
  
9.  Public Comment       Mr. Harman at 9:24p.m. (1:45)    
 
10.  Adjournment       Mr. Harman at 9:24p.m. (1:45) 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
1st Ms. Ochman 
2ND Ms. McCammon 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X X X X X  X X  

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:24p.m. (1:45) 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kathrine Stein, 
Acting Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DRAFT POLICY 
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SERIES 1000 – COMMUNITY/BOARD OPERATION     ______ 
 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND  

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST LOG 

 

Freedom of Information 

 

It shall beis the policy of the Darien Board of Education to comply with all aspects of the Freedom of 

Information Act (“FOIA”), Conn. Gen. Stat. § 1-200 et seq.  In that regard, all records maintained by the 

Board shall be public records, unless exempt from disclosure by federal or state law, and every person shall 

have the right to inspect and receive copies of such records, in accordance with federal and state law.  

Further, all meetings of the Board of Education and any committees thereof shall be posted in advance and 

open to the public, except as otherwise provided by state statute. 
 

The Superintendent of Schools, or designee, is authorized to establish procedures for compliance with FOIA 

requests and to impose reasonable charges for the production of public records in response to any FOIA 

request. 
 

Freedom of Information Request Log 
 

The Superintendent of Schools, or designee, is authorized to maintain a Freedom of Information Request Log 

(the”Log”), which Log shall include the following information: 

 

1. Name and address of requester 

2. Affiliate organization of requester, if applicable 

3. Date of request 

4. Description of request 

4.5. The number of pages responsive to the request 

5.6. Date on which the request is closed 

 

The Superintendent of Schools, or designee, is authorized to post the Freedom of Information Request Log 

on the website of the Darien Public SchoolsSchools will review the Log with the Board of Education as part 

of the budget process each year and more frequently if the number or volume of the requests increases 

significantly. The Log will be made available to members of the public upon request. Such posting 

 

The Log shall comply with all applicable federal and state laws, including but not limited to the Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy Act (“FERPA”), which ensures the confidentiality of personally identifiable 

student information.  For example, requests made by parents of current students in the Darien Public Schools 

shall not be listed in the FOIA log when such requests are related to the student.  

 

Legal Reference: Freedom of Information Act 

   C.G.S. §§1-200 through 1-241 inclusive 

 

Approved: _______ 
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DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Darien, CT 

5933280v1 

 

SERIES 1000 – COMMUNITY/BOARD OPERATION 

  POLICY 1275  ______ 
 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND  

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST LOG 

Freedom of Information 

 

It is the policy of the Darien Board of Education to comply with all aspects of the Freedom of Information 

Act (“FOIA”), Conn. Gen. Stat. § 1-200 et seq.  In that regard, all records maintained by the Board shall be 

public records, unless exempt from disclosure by federal or state law, and every person shall have the right to 

inspect and receive copies of such records, in accordance with federal and state law.   

The Superintendent of Schools, or designee, is authorized to establish procedures for compliance with FOIA 

requests and to impose reasonable charges for the production of public records in response to any FOIA 

request. 
 

Freedom of Information Request Log 
 

The Superintendent of Schools, or designee, is authorized to maintain a Freedom of Information Request Log 

(the”Log”), which Log shall include the following information: 

 

1. Name and address of requester 

2. Affiliate organization of requester, if applicable 

3. Date of request 

4. Description of request 

5. The number of pages responsive to the request 

6. Date on which the request is closed 

 

The Superintendent of Schools will review the Log with the Board of Education as part of the budget process 

each year and more frequently if the number or volume of the requests increases significantly. The Log will 

be made available to members of the public upon request.  

 

The Log shall comply with all applicable federal and state laws, including but not limited to the Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy Act (“FERPA”), which ensures the confidentiality of personally identifiable 

student information.  For example, requests made by parents of current students in the Darien Public Schools 

shall not be listed in the FOIA log when such requests are related to the student.  

 

Legal Reference: Freedom of Information Act 

   C.G.S. §§1-200 through 1-241 inclusive 

 

Approved: _______ 



  

Darien Public Schools 

FOIA Requests and Production Schedule 

2017 - 2018 School Year  

 
# Date Requester Request 

 

Status NotesVolume 

  

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 









 

 

P R O P O S E D 
(Revisions are in “Red, Bold, Italics”) 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MASTER AGENDA 
 AUGUST 2017 – JANUARY 2018  

 

August 22    

 

 Further Discussion and Action on District Goals and Objectives 2017-2018  

 Appointments for 2017-2018  

 Further Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed Change from Board 
Goals to Board Responsibilities and Code of Ethics  

 Update Master Agenda (2nd Semester 2016-17)  

 Presentation, Discussion and Possible Action on Revised Facilities Use 
Fee Schedule  

 Further Discussion on High School Commitment and Possible Action on 
Revisions to Board of Education Policies 5220, 5230 and 5250 

 Update on Summer Facilities Projects 

 Discussion on FOIA Processes and Procedures 

 Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed US-China Exchange Field 
Trip to Washington, DC 

 Appointment of Impartial Hearing Officer for the 2017-18 School Year, as 
needed 

 Presentation, Discussion and Possible Acceptance of Contemplated Gift 
from the Darien Athletic Foundation 

 
 
 
September 12  
 

 Superintendent’s Opening of School Report  

 Presentation and Discussion on Board Master Agenda for August 2017-
January 2018 

 Report on Summer School and ESY Programs 2017 

 Appointments for 2017-2018 

 First Reading of Minor Changes to Administrators’ Evaluation Instrument 

 Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed Athletic Field Trips 

 Further Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed Revisions to Board 
Policy 5220 – Student Discipline 

 Further Discussion on FOIA Processes and Procedures 

 Action on Board of Education Responsibilities  
 
 
 

 



 

 

September 26 
 

 Update/Report on SBAC, CAPT and CMT Results 

 Update on District Enrollment 

 Discussion and Action on 2016-2017 Final Year End Financial Report 
– rescheduled to October 10 

 Curricula Update: Library/Media 

 Further Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed FOIA Board 
Policy and Processes and Procedures 

 Further Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed Ice Hockey 
Field Trip 

 Action on Proposed Changes to Administrator Evaluation Instrument 

 Further Discussion and Possible Action on Board Master Agenda – 
August 2017 – January 2018 

 Appointment of Board of Education Member 
 
 
October 10 
 

 Presentation and Preliminary Discussion of Regular Board of Education 
Meetings for the 2018 Calendar Year 

 Preliminary Discussion of 2018-2019 Budget Meeting Calendar 

 Report on Testing – SAT, ACT, AP 

 Presentation of October 1st District Enrollment Report and Projections   

 Update on Fitch Academy  

 Discussion and Action on Return of 2016-17 F/Y Unused Funds to the 
Town 

 Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed Darien High School and 
Middlesex Middle School Field Trips 

 Curricula Update:  Mathematics K-8     

 Discussion and Action on 2016-2017 Final Year End Financial Report 
– rescheduled from September 26 

 
October 24 
 

 Presentation of October 1st District Enrollment Report and 
Projections (or October 10) 

 Presentation of Student Distribution (Class Size) Reports for the High 
School and Middlesex  

 Discussion on Proposed Health and Wellness Plan for Students PK-Grade 
12 

 Discussion and Possible Approval of 2018-2019 Consolidated Grant 
(includes Title 1) 

 Further Review and Possible Action on Proposed 2018-2019 Budget 
Calendar 

 
 



 

 

November 14 

 Reorganization of Board of Education (Election of Officers) 

 Report on 2017-2018 District Budget and Possible Action on Budget 
Transfers  

 Presentation on Proposed Five Year Budget Projections 
 Discussion on Proposed Changes and Possible Action on the Schedule of 

Regular Board of Education Meetings for the 2018 Calendar Year 

 

 

November 28 

 Presentation of Updated Five Year Capital Plan/Building Condition Survey  

 Further Discussion and Possible Action on Five Year Budget Projections    

 Presentation and Discussion of Preliminary Major Budget Proposals for 
2018-2019  

 Update on Fitch Academy 

 Continued Review, Proposed Revisions and Update of Board of Education 
Policies 

 Update on 2017-18 District Goals 
 

 

December 12 

 Update Master Agenda 
 

January 4, Thursday (Special Meeting)  

 Review of 2018-2019 Budget Book Structure and Format 

 Presentation of Superintendent’s Proposed Budget for  
2018-2019 
 
 

January 6, Saturday  (January  20, Snow Date) 
 

 Discussion of Superintendent’s Proposed 2018-19 Personnel, Operating 
and Equipment Budgets (All RCs) 

 
  



 

 

 
January 9  
 

 Discussion with Board of Finance re 2018-19 Proposed Board of 
Education Budget  

 Presentation of Proposed New Courses for Darien High School for the 
2018-2019 School Year 

 Follow Up Discussion on January 6th Board Meeting Questions on 2018-
2019 Proposed Board of Education Budget 

 Presentation of Board Master Agenda for February – August 2018 

 Curricula Update: Mathematics K-8  (and recommendations for 
implementation) 

 Annual Special Education Update including Continued Development of 

Special Education Department Systems and Structures 

 

January 23 

 Meeting with RTM Finance and Budget and Education Committees re 

2018-2019 Proposed Board of Education Budget 

 Further Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed New Courses for 

Darien High School for the 2018-2019 School Year 

 Discussion and Possible Action on Board Master Agenda – February 

through August 2018 

 Follow Up Discussion on Unfinished Business and Possible Modifications 

to 2018-2019 Proposed Board of Education Budget 

 

 

 

DB:nv 
9/22/17 



From To

1 Hannah Geriak Appointment L. Dimeglio/Hindley/Instructional Aide 9/14/2017 6/30/2018 NA NA

2 Michline Fiordelisi Resignation Ox Ridge/Special Education Teacher 10/13/2017

Resignations/Retirements (Informational Only)

PERSONNEL ACTION REPORT

September 26, 2017

Item Name Action Replacing/Location/Position
Effective Date 

Tenure Area Certification Class/Step 

Appointments



Memorandum 
 

 

To: Board of Education 
 
From: Marge Cion, Director of Human Resources 
  
Date: September 22, 2017 
 
Re:  Proposed Revisions to the Administrator Evaluation and Professional Learning     
             Plan 
 
The Administration and the Leadership of the Darien Administrators’ Association (the 
“DAA”) have agreed on the following revisions to the DAA’s Evaluation and Professional 
Learning Plan (the “DAA Plan”): 
 

1. Administrators will now create one Student Learning Objective (“SLO”) instead 
of the three SLO’s that were previously required. This will allow administrators to 
delve more deeply into a particular area of student achievement each year. Each 
SLO will be assessed in equal weight by performance and progress on the State’s 
accountability for school systems (if available and required) and performance on 
locally-determined measures. 

2. Administrators will now create one focus area of growth to support the 
achievement of their SLO, instead of the two that were previously required. This 
will allow administrators to work on a particular area of the Connecticut School 
Leadership Standards in a more targeted and meaningful way. 

3. Tenured administrators will be observed one time formally through a school site 
visit, although it is expected that administrators will be observed more frequently 
by both building level administrators (if appropriate) and Central Office 
administrators. This requirement tracks the evaluation requirements in the 
teacher evaluation plan. 

4. Non-tenured administrators will be observed three times formally through a 
school site visit, although the expectation is that they will be observed more 
frequently in the same manner as tenured administrators. One of the formal 
observations will be done by a Central Office administrator. This requirement 
also tracks the requirements in the teacher evaluation plan. 

 
Both the DAA and the Central Administration are confident that these changes will 
make the administrator evaluation more meaningful, by encouraging detailed 
conversations in a more manageable number of practice areas. Additionally, 
administrators are observed by multiple administrators in a variety of ways throughout 
the school year. By reducing the number of formal school site visits the conversation 
relating to administrator practice will also be more meaningful and robust. 
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