
Board of Education 
Darien, Connecticut 

 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

TUESDAY, JUNE 6, 2017 
 

PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

MEETING ROOM 
7:30 P.M.   

 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 
 

   1. Call to Order……………………  Mr. Michael A. Harman                 7:30 p.m.  
 
    2.    Presentation of Superin-………  Dr. Dan Brenner 
 tendent’s Citizenship Awards   
     
    3.    Chairperson’s Report……………..   Mr. Harman    
                                 
    4.    Public Comment…………………..   Mr. Harman  
    
    5.    Superintendent’s Report………….  Dr. Brenner                                                            
 

6.    Approval of Minutes………………  Board of Education                            
 
    7.    Board Committee Reports………   Mr. Harman                       
 
    8.    Presentations/Discussions 

 
            a.  Presentation and Discussion..  Dr. Brenner/  
      of Proposed Attitudes and        Community Fund of Darien 
      Behaviors Survey 
       
           b.  Further Discussion on……….   Dr. Brenner/ 
                High School “Commitment”       Committee 
      
          c.  Report on Barbara……………  Dr. Susie Da Silva  
    Harrington Fund Awards 
       
          d. Update on Reiss Fund…..….   Dr. Brenner/ 
              Conference                              Dr. Da Silva  
    
  



 
 
 
REGULAR BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING    
TUESDAY, JUNE 6, 2017 
 
     8.  Presentations/Discussions  (cont.) 

 
 e.  Report on High School……… Mrs. Ellen Dunn/ 

     College Acceptances and        Mr. Paul Ribeiro 
     Awards; Profile on High  
     School Class of 2017 and 
     Post High School Plans  
    
           f.  Follow-up Report on Senior…. Mrs. Ellen Dunn 
    Internship Project at Darien 
    High School 
   
          g.  Update on High School and…. Dr. Da Silva/ 
     Middle School Scheduling        Mrs. Dunn/ 
           Ms. Shelley Somers 
 
          h.  Further Discussion and………  Dr. Brenner/ 
    Possible Acceptance of             Darien Athletic Foundation 
    Contemplated Gift from 
    the Darien Athletic 
    Foundation          
   
         i.   Update on District……………… Dr. Da Silva 
   Enrollment 
    
  9.  Action Items  
 

a.  Personnel Items……………….  Ms. Cion                                9:30 p.m. 
   i. Appointments  
  ii. Resignations/Retirements 
  iii. Leave of Absence 

              

10. Public Comment…………………..    Mr. Harman                                    

      11. Adjournment………………………     Mr. Harman 
                

 
DB:nv  
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APPROVED 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Tuesday, May 9, 2017 
 
PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION CONFERENCE ROOM 
7:30 P.M. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Present          
Absent          

 
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT:  
Dr. Brenner, Dr. Da Silva, Ms. Klein, Ms. Cion, and Mr. Feeney.  
 
AUDIENCE:  Approximately 25 
 
1.  Call to Order        Mr. Harman, Chair, at  
         7:43 p.m. (0:00) 
 
2.  Chairperson's Report      Mr. Harman 7:43 p.m. (0:00) 
 
3.  Public Comment       Mr. Harman at 7:44 p.m. (0:01) 
 Mr. Young-Sup Lee, 375 Middlesex Road 
 
4.  Superintendent's Report     Dr. Brenner at 7:47 p.m. (0:04) 
 
5.  Approval of Minutes (Attachments)    Board of Education at 7:51 p.m.  

        (0:08) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING AND EXECUTIVE SESSION HELD ON APRIL 

25, 2017:  
1st Mr. Burke 
2nd Ms. McCammon 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes          

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD ON APRIL 25, 2017:  
1st Ms. Ochman 
2nd Ms. McNamara 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes          

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
6.  Board Committee Reports     Mr. Harman at 7:52 p.m. (0:09) 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
7.  Presentations: 
 
  a.  Update and Discussion on Extended School Ms. Klein, Ms. Straiton,   
 Year Program (Attachment)    Ms. Schwartz, and Dr. McCarthy 
         at 7:53 p.m. (0:10) 
  
 b.  Continued Discussion on Middlesex Program  Dr. Brenner and Ms. Somers 
 Proposal and Highlights of the 2016-2017 School at 8:18 p.m. (0:35) 
 Year     
  
 c.  Update and Discussion on High School  Dr. Brenner and Committee   
 "Commitment" (Attachment)    at   8:58 p.m. (1:15)   
 
 d.  First Reading and Discussion of Proposed  Dr. Brenner at 10:24 p.m. (2:37) 
 2018-2019 School Calendar (Attachments) 
   

ACTION ITEMS 
 

8.  Action Items:  
 
 a.  Elementary Parent Conference Days for  Dr. Da Silva at 10:27 p.m. (2:44) 
 2017-2018 (Attachment) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE ELEMENTARY PARENT CONFERENCE DAYS AS PRESENTED IN THE REVISED 2017-
2018 SCHOOL CALENDAR : 
1st Mr. Burke 
2ND Mr. Dineen 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes          

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
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 b.  Personnel Items      Ms. Cion at 10:28 p.m. (2:45) 
  i.  Appointments 
  ii.  Resignations/Retirements 
  iii.  Leave of Absence 
  (Attachment) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE PERSONNEL ITEMS AS OUTLINED IN THE MEMO DATED MAY 9, 2017: 
1st Ms. Ochman 
2ND Ms. McNamara 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes          

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
 
9.  Public Comment       Mr. Harman at 10:28 p.m. (2:45) 
 
10.  Adjournment       Mr. Harman at 10:28 p.m. (2:45) 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
1st Mr. Dineen 
2ND Ms. Stein 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes          

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:28 p.m. (2:45) 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Katie Stein 
Acting Secretary 
(in absence of Sarah Zuro, Secretary) 
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TO:  Dan Brenner, Superintendent of Schools 

FROM:  Susie Da Silva, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, K-12 

RE:  Report of Barbara Harrington Grant – Summer 2017  

DATE:  June 1, 2017 

  
Darien Advocates for the Education of the Gifted (DAEG) has announced the award of 19 grants to 
Darien teachers totaling $14,879.00 for advanced studies, workshops, conferences and curriculum 
development.  Thanks to the generosity of DAEG members and the Darien community, we are pleased 
to provide funding to enthusiastic teachers whose applications fit our criteria of further development 
of their teaching skills and bringing that knowledge back to the classroom, ultimately benefiting Darien 
students. 
 
The applications for this year reflect both independent study and collaborative efforts of Darien faculty 
as they pursue their interests and identify areas where they would like to gain more knowledge.  Grants 
have been awarded this year to 5 high school teachers, 2 middle school teachers, and 12 elementary 
teachers.  Details about each of the grants can be found below. 
 
The Barbara Harrington Fund was established in 1984 by DAEG in honor of Barbara Harrington, founder 
of Darien’s IDEA Program for gifted students.  Open to all teachers in the Darien Public Schools, the 
Barbara Harrington Fund offers teachers the opportunity to take courses that enrich their ability to 
deliver their curriculum.  The grants are funded by contributions of members of the Darien Advocates 
for Education of the Gifted and other donors.  Grant applications are processed by a committee of 
DAEG members along with central office and school administrators from all levels. 
 

SUMMARY OF 2017 BARBARA HARRINGTON GRANT  

 

Name School Topic Amount 

Michelle Currier DHS Thaddeus Erdahl Figurative Sculpture Workshop at 
Greenwich House of Pottery 

525.00 

Anne Fernandez-Carol DHS AP Annual Conference in Washington, DC to improve 
curriculum, instruction and evaluation for all grades  

540.00 

John Gearty DHS Week long CANE Summer Institute at Brown University, 
topics in Latin and Greek literature 

480.00 

Andrew Rejan DHS Assembly for Expanded Perspectives on Learning in Estes 
Park, CO to expand expertise with writing 

295.00 

Lauren Stelluti DHS Week long Intensive Painting Study at Anderson Ranch Arts 
Center in Snowmass, CO for new techniques for drawing 
and painting from photographic sources 

1195.00 
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Name School Topic Amount 

Jason Polise MMS Study woodwinds with Charlie Pillow 1000.00 

Lindsay Wrinn MMS Teachers College Writing Institute 825.00 

Ryan Healy Hindley Responsive Classroom Course for Elementary Educators 729.00 

Helena Paolozzi Hindley Responsive Classroom Advanced Course 729.00 

Tina Tramontano Hindley Responsive Classroom Course for Elementary Educators 729.00 

Jeanne Turschmann Hindley ISTE Conference in San Antonio for learning beyond the 
classroom 

957.00 

Megan Sylvester Holmes Attending Leveled Literacy Intervention to support 
struggling readers 

635.00 

James Allen Ox Ridge Study piano with Dwayne Condon to increase skills to be 
able to accompany his chorus classes 

900.00 

Arley Carr-Harris Tokeneke Teachers College Institute for Writing 825.00 

Jessica Castagnetti Tokeneke Teachers College Institute for Writing 825.00 

Nicole Choiniere-
Kroeker 

Tokeneke 4-day workshop of editing software Final Cut Pro 1490.00 

Mallory Langon 
Consonery 

Tokeneke 1 week workshop Themes and Practices of Contemporary 
Craft at Kutztown University to develop a curriculum to be 
implemented in art classroom 

550.00 

Pamela Marsh Tokeneke Teachers College Institute for Writing 825.00 

Russ Caruso TBD Teachers College Institute for Reading 825.00 

                                                                                      TOTAL 14,879.00 

 



Darien Public Schools     -     Administrative Offices 
    

35 Leroy Avenue – P.O. Box 1167 – Darien, Connecticut 06820-1167 
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Susie Da Silva, Ed.D. – Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, K-12 

 
 

TO:     Dan Brenner, Superintendent of Schools 

FROM:  Susie Da Silva, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, K-12 

RE:        Report of Sydnor and Miriam Reiss Teachers Fund for Further Study – Summer 2017  

DATE:  May 31, 2017  

          

The Sydnor and Miriam Reiss Teachers Fund for Further Study, Inc. was established in 
memory of a former Chairman of the Darien Board of Education, Sydnor V. Reiss, and his wife 
Miriam.  The purpose of the fund is to foster excellence in the Darien schools by providing 
scholarships for study to Darien teachers.  This year, the Reiss Committee, led by Susan Vogel 
and Dr. Carolyn Langelier will be offering all Darien teachers the opportunity to attend Reiss’ 
First Annual Teachers Conference.  To date, we have over 125 teachers from all seven schools 
planning on attending this very special event on June 22nd.   

 

The conference will open with Taylor Mali,”Teacher-Advocate, Four-time National Poetry 
Slam Champion and Author” and end with John West, “NYC’s top Speech Coaches.”  In 
addition, Darien teachers will be able to grow their craft with provocative break-out sessions.  
Attached you will find a more detailed description of each of the break-out sessions. 

 

On behalf of the Darien Public Schools, I would like to thank the generosity of our PTO’s as 
well as the community for its continued generosity to our teachers. 

 

I look forward to answering any questions at the Board of Education meeting on June 6th. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Susie Da Silva, Ed.D 
Assistant Superintendent of Schools 
  



	
	

	
	
	
	
Be	the	Rock	Star	in	Your	Classroom	
Join	STAR	99.9	Radio	Host	Anna	Zap	and	Station	General	Manager	Kristen	Okesson	
for	a	rocking	good	time.	From	the	radio	studio	to	your	classroom,	it's	no	longer	
enough	to	good,	you	must	rock!	Put	the	proven	listener	engagement	practices	of	
some	of	the	country's	best	run	radio	stations	to	work	for	you	in	the	classroom!	
Command	attention,	build	better	collaboration,	increase	the	entertainment	level	in	
your	classroom	and	have	more	fun!	
	
Building	Confidence	&	Trust	through	the	“Challenge	by	Choice”	
Build	confidence	in	yourself	and	trust	in	others	during	this	one-hour	
session…outdoors	if	it’s	a	beautiful	day!	Learn	how	to	use	these	activities	and	games	
to	help	your	students	build	self-confidence	and	trust,	too.		
	
Inspire	Tomorrow’s	Social	Activists	(And	Become	an	Activist	Yourself!)	
What	does	it	take	to	become	a	social	activist?	Meet	Kristen	Graves,	singer,	
songwriter	and	humanitarian.	Kristen	shares	the	inspiration	that	led	her	to	start	
"Simply	Smiles"	and	"The	Just	Be	Nice	Party".	She	has	shared	the	stage	with	Pete	
Seeger	and	Peter	Yarrow	and	many	others	combining	her	passion	for	music,	
activism	and	life.		
	
Yoga	for	You	and	Your	Classroom	
Yoga	has	the	potential	to	make	you	calm,	focused,	imaginative,	kind,	and	less	
stressed.	Really!	Follow	the	poses	of	yoga	master,	Shari	Balish,	who	has	worked	
extensively	with	teachers	to	show	them	how	yoga	can	work	in	the	classroom	to	
affect	student	performance	and	behavior...and	teacher	happiness!		
	
Think	BIG:	Help	Your	Students	Consider	the	Important	Choices	
Ben	Carpenter	shares	his	vision	to	teach	students	and	young	professionals	how	to	
choose,	get	and	do	a	great	job.	His	bestseller,	"THE	BIGS:	The	Secrets	Nobody	Tells	
Students	and	Young	Professionals	About	How	to:	Choose	a	Career,	Find	a	Great	Job,	
Do	a	Great	Job,	Be	a	Leader,	Start	a	Business,	Manage	Your	Money,	Stay	Out	of	
Trouble,	and	Live	a	Happy	Life"	has	inspired	the	BIGS	PROJECT.	This	session	is	
perfect	for	MMS	and	DHS	teachers	as	well	as	all	of	you	who	are	parents,	too!	
	
	



	
	
	
Mindfulness	Practice	for	a	Life	That	Matters	
When	you	intentionally	use	your	everyday	life	to	bring	about	positive	change	in	the	
lives	of	others,	you	begin	to	live	a	life	that	matters.	When	we	live	our	lives	
intentionally,	for	others,	we	begin	to	see	the	world	through	eyes	other	than	our	own,	
and	that	inspires	us	to	do	more	than	belong	--	we	participate.	We	do	more	than	care;	
we	help.	We	go	beyond	being	fair;	we	are	kind.	We	go	beyond	dreaming;	we	work.	
Why?	Because	we	want	to	make	a	difference.	Through	this	one	hour	workshop,	Dr.	
Tara	Levinson	will	help	you	explore	the	basics	of	Mindfulness	and	how	to	make	it	
work	for	you	both	in	your	personal	and	professional	lives.	It	will	help	you	act	
intentionally	when	dealing	with	that	difficult	situation	at	home	or	at	work.	
	
	
Release	Your	Inner	Writer	
Why	are	we,	as	humans,	driven	to	make	up	stories?	Storytelling	helps	people	
understand	with	their	hearts	and	not	just	their	heads.	Putting	words	on	paper	is	a	
time-honored	way	to	make	sense	out	of	the	chaos	around	us,	with	the	roots	of	
storytelling	going	all	the	way	back	to	cave	art.	Join	author	and	creative	writing	
instructor	Elise	Chidley	for	an	inspirational	look	at	how	releasing	the	inner	writer	in	
all	of	us--whether	we	write	for	ourselves	or	for	publication--can	empower	us	to	
make	beauty	and	meaning	out	of	the	raw	materials	of	life	around	us.	
	
That’s	SO	Gay!	Cultivating	Safe,	Inclusive	and	Affirming	Spaces	
Student	Advocate	Alberto	Cifuentes	leads	a	workshop	introducing	participants	to	
the	diverse	and	effective	resources	and	programs	GLSEN	offers	to	educators	as	well	
as	some	strategies	for	becoming	a	better	ally	to	LGBTQ	students.	More	specifically,	
you	will	learn	about	GLSEN	and	GLSEN	Connecticut;	discuss	homophobia	and	
transphobia	as	well	as	anti-LGBTQ	bullying/harassment	in	a	safe,	nonjudgemental	
space	and	identify	specific	tools	and	methods	for	making	schools	and	your	
classroom	safe	for	all	students.	
	
Think	and	Act	Like	an	Entrepreneur	
If	you've	dreamed	of	becoming	an	entrepreneur	or	simply	wondered	how	
entrepreneurs	find	and	act	on	opportunities,	this	session	is	for	you!	Dale	Jasinski,	
Associate	Professor	of	Entrepreneurship	and	Strategy	at	Quinnipiac	University,	will	
lead	an	interactive	discussion	on	how	he	uses	the	perspective	of	entrepreneurship	--	
spotting	the	possibilities,	turning	frustration	into	opportunities,	cultivating	deep	
and	critical	thinking,	in	his	classroom	and	how	you	can	apply	these	same	techniques	
to	create	your	own	exciting	and	rewarding	classroom	innovations.	
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Memo 

May 31, 2017   
 
To:   Dan Brenner, Ph.D., Superintendent of Schools 
From:   Susie Da Silva, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, K-12 
Re:         K-12 Enrollment 2016-2017/Projected Enrollment: Kindergarten 2017-2018 
 
 
Below you will find current enrollment figures for grades K-12 by school.  In addition, I have included an update on 
the projected Kindergarten Enrollment for the 2017-2018 school year. 
 
I look forward to answering any questions at the Board of Education meeting on June 6, 2017. 
 
 
 K-12 Enrollment 2016-2017 as of 5-31-17 

 
  ELP  KDG  GR 1  GR 2  GR 3  GR 4  GR 5  MALE  FEMALE   TOTAL 

Hindley     20  21  23  21  22  23          

      21  22  23  19  22  22          

      20  22  22  20  22  21          

      21     23  19  22  22          

 Total     82  65  91  79  88  88  249  244  493 

                     

  ELP  KDG  GR 1  GR 2  GR 3  GR 4  GR 5  MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

Holmes     21  17  23  19  19  23          

      22  16  23  21  20  22          

      21  17  24  20  18  22          

      21  17  23  21  19             

 Total     85  67  93  81  76  67  233  236  469 
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  ELP  KDG  GR 1  GR 2  GR 3  GR 4  GR 5  MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

Ox Ridge  11  18  19  17  22  19  17          

   9  19  17  17  22  20  19          

      18  19  16  21  19  19          

      18  18     21  20  18          

 Total  20  73  73  50  86  78  73  235  218  453 

                     

  ELP  KDG  GR 1  GR 2  GR 3  GR 4  GR 5  MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

Royle  10  22  20  21  21  19  22          

   10  22  19  20  20  19  21          

   9  21  20  20  21  20  22          

         20                      

 Total  29  65  79  61  62  58  65  235  184  419 

                     

  ELP  KDG  GR 1  GR 2  GR 3  GR 4  GR 5  MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

Tokeneke  10  21  18  21  20  20  24          

   9  20  18  21  22  19  23          

   11  21  19  20  21  20  23          

         19  20  21  19             

 Total  30  62  74  82  84  78  70  231  249  480 

TOTAL 
Elementary 

79  369  357  376  392  378  363  1183  1131  2314 

 
 
 
 

                   

 

mailto:sdasilva@darienps.org


Darien Public Schools     -     Administrative Offices 
 

35 Leroy Avenue – P.O. Box 1167 – Darien, Connecticut 06820-1167 
Tel: 203-656-7414         Email: sdasilva@darienps.org    

 
   

Middlesex              GR 6  GR 7  GR 8  MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

               356  406  365  600  527  1127 

                     

DHS           GR 9  GR 10  GR 11  GR 12  MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

            347  331  340  329  674  673  1347 

                     

TOTAL  
ENROLLMENT 

                  4788 

                     
 

                     

 
Projected Kindergarten Enrollment 2017-2018 

 
School  Registrations 

as of 5/31/17 
Registrations 
as of 4/18/17 

Registrations 
as of 3/1/17 

Budgeted 
Sections  

2017-2018 

Class Size Guidelines 
Recommended Range 

Hindley  61  58  51  4   
 
 

18         19-21 (Optimal)                22 
   

Holmes  72  71  62  4 

Ox Ridge  61  53  51  3 

Royle   59  62  56  3 

Tokeneke  67  67  58  3 

Totals  320  311  278   
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From To

1 Alexandra Jabick Appointment E. Bartl/Holmes/Elementary Teacher 8/24/2017 6/30/2021 Teacher
Elementary Teacher                                        

MA  Step 3

2 Stephanie Mazzella Appointment B. Hearn/Holmes/Elementary Teacher 8/24/2017 6/30/2021 Teacher
Elementary Teacher                                        

MA  Step 3

3 Cindy Pierce Retirement DHS/Instructional Aide 6/30/2017

4 Elizabeth Adcock Retirement Food Services Worker 6/30/2017

5 Kathy Mehner Retirement Food Services Worker 6/30/2017

6 Patrick Galvin Resignation DHS/Math Teacher 6/30/2017

Resignations/Retirements

PERSONNEL ACTION REPORT

June 6, 2017

Item Name Action Replacing/Location/Position
Effective Date 

Tenure Area Certification Class/Step 

Appointments
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