




APPROVED 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Darien, Connecticut 

 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING 

Tuesday, March 1, 2016 

 

 

PLACE: 

Darien Public Schools’ 

Administrative Offices 

Board Meeting Room 

6:45 p.m. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Mr. Harman, Chairperson; Mesdames Stein, Hagerty-Ross, McNamara, Sullivan and Zuro; 

Messrs. Martens and Burke. 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Mr. Dineen. 

 

ADMINISTRATION PRESENT: 

Dr. Dan Brenner, Superintendent of Schools; Dr. Susie Da Silva, Assistant Superintendent of 

Curriculum and Instruction; Ms. Shirley Klein, Assistant Superintendent of Special Education and 

Student Services; Mr. Michael Feeney, Director of Finance and Operations; and Ms. Marjorie 

Cion, Director of Human Resources. 

 

ADMINISTRATION ABSENT: 

None. 

 

Mr. Harman called the special meeting to order at 6:45 p.m. and announced that the next regular 

Board of Education meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 9, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in the Board 

Meeting Room. 

 

PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS. 

 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACCEPTANCE OF CONTEMPLATED GIFT FROM 

HINDLEY SCHOOL PTO   (File #2468) 

Amanda Smith and Sheila Molloy, Hindley School PTO Co-Chairs, briefly described the  

playground equipment proposal.   Rita Ferri, Hindley School Principal, expressed appreciation 

for the PTO’s generosity. 

 
    **  MS. ZURO MOVED TO ACCEPT THE CONTEMPLATED GIFT OF      

PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT FROM THE HINDLEY SCHOOL PTO. 

** MR. BURKE SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  



 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES. 

 
February 9, 2016 Special Meeting and Executive Session 

** MR. BURKE MOVED THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 9, 2016 SPECIAL MEETING 

AND EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

** MS. STEIN SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 9, 2016 SPECIAL 

MEETING AND EXECUTIVE SESSION AS SUBMITTED PASSED WITH SIX IN FAVOR 

AND TWO ABSTENTIONS (McNAMARA AND SULLIVAN). 

 

February 9, 2016 Regular Meeting 

** MS. STEIN MOVED THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 9, 2016 REGULAR  

MEETING. 

** MS. HAGERTY-ROSS SECONDED. 

**THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 9, 2016 

REGULAR MEETING AS SUBMITTED PASSED WITH SEVEN IN FAVOR AND 

ONE ABSTENTION (McNAMARA). 

 

ADJOURNMENT. 

 

** MR. BURKE MOVED TO ADJOURN. 

** MS. McNAMARA SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:51 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Sarah Schneider Zuro 

Secretary 

 

SSZ:nv 

 

 





Table #4 - Distribution of Class Sizes

(Does not include special education or academic support)

11-12S

# % # % # % # % # % # %

< 16 101 21 118 24 138 32 119 24 118 24 101 21

16 - 20 203 43 209 42 162 37 196 40 180 37 210 43

> 20 171 36 165 34 133 31 176 36 193 39 176 36

07-08S 08-09S 09-10S 10-11S11-12S 12-13S 13-14S14-15S 15-16S

English 8 1 6 3 1 7 1 4 3

Foreign Lang 3 5 1 5 4 7 4 2 3

Mathematics 10 8 5 6 6 4 6 2 2

Science 3 3 5 2 3 5 2 2 3

Social Studies 3 1 1 3 3 2 0 2 2

Art/Music 2 0 2 1 3 3 4 2 2

Bus/Com/Tech 2 2 4 0 2 4 2 1 0

Total 31 20 24 20 22 32 19 15 15

15-16S14-15S13-14S

Table #5 - Number of Small Classes (under 10)

(Does not include special education or academic support)

12-13S10-11S



2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16

By Size Fall SPR Fall SPR Fall SPR Fall SPR Fall SPR Fall SPR
25 students 10 8 15 12 15 19 19 19 19 13 2 2

26 students 2 0 0 1 0 0 3 2 2 3 0 0

27 students 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

28 students 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Totals 12 9 15 13 15 19 22 21 21 16 2 2

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16

By Dept. Fall SPR Fall SPR Fall SPR Fall SPR Fall SPR Fall SPR

English 4 1 4 1 0 1 4 4 6 5 0 0

Foreign Lan 2 2 1 2 3 1 6 4 6 2 0 0

Math 1 1 5 1 7 10 9 12 3 2 2 2

Science 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

Social Std 4 4 5 4 5 7 2 1 6 7 0 0

Totals 12 9 15 9 15 19 22 21 21 16 2 2

Table #7 -- Guidance Counselor Student Load

DHS Analysis

Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Spring

Paul Ribeiro, Dir 39 30 31 32 38 37 44 43 37 39

Meghan Emanuelson 181 181 193 193

Joan Flaherty 197 196 185 185 190 189 193 195 200 197

Colleen Mayo 135 140 184 183 192 190 186 186 181 178

Lisa Messineo 190 187 189 187 186 185 188 188 186 188

Kaitlin Stanton 192 194 193 193

Kim Taylor 194 192 183 184 193 192 196 194 187 187

Deb Webb-Maloney 195 188 192 192 188 190 187 187 182 181

Total 1332 1311 1328 1325 1355 1345 1367 1368 1359 1356

Average 185 183 185 185 188 187 189 189 189 188

2015-2016

Table #6 - Number of Large Classes (25 or more)

2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015



 

DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
                                        Contemplated Gift Form 
 
 
Gift intended for:                                       Person(s) or Group Offering Gift(s) 
     (Check appropriate responses) 
                                                                   
_____Hindley                                            Boys Lacrosse Parent Group 
_____Ox Ridge 
       Contact person-This may be a  
                                                gift giver or a building administrator 
_____Royle          Name    Chris Manfredonia  
            Address Darien High School 
_____Tokeneke             80 High School Lane  
               Darien, CT 06820 
_____Middlesex Middle School 
            Tele.     203-655-3981 x2263  
__X__Darien High School            __________________ 
            Fax.      203-655-3726 
_____District           e-mail   cmanfredonia@darienps.org 
 
Description of proposed gift(s), including the form in which it (they) will be given 
(e.g.  money, materials, services, etc.) and for what purpose(s).  The description 
has to be sufficiently specific to allow administration to determine whether items 
2, 3, or 4 of the guidelines specified in “Administration Regulation JG-Public Gifts 
to the Schools” apply. 
 
The boys lacrosse team held a fundraiser earlier this month for the purposes of 
purchasing the following items for the program.  The event brought in a total of 
$21,425.  The money will go towards: 
 

 Filming/Editing of games- $3,405 (to be combined with DYLAX donation) 

 Team Gloves 116 @ $145/ea- $16,820 

 Coach bus for longer away games- $1200 

Please answer the following questions. 
 
Is the value of the gift(s) $ 500.00 or more?      __x___Yes     _____No 
     Note: If the proposed gift involves donated materials or 
               services, please place an estimated dollar value 
               on them. 
 
If your answer to the previous question is Yes, please check one of the following 
categories of value for the proposed gift(s):  



 
     _____500-1,000                 _____5,000-10,000 
 
     _____1,000-2,000              _____10,000-15,000 
 
     _____2,000-3,000              _____15,000-20,000 
 
     _____3,000-4,000              ___x_20,000+ 
 
     _____4,000-5,000 
 
                                              Do not write below this line 

 
Status:   Date received by Superintendent________________ 
               
               Notes on actions by Superintendent of Schools- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               Actions, if any, by the Board of Education- 
 
 
 
 
 
               Final disposition of the gift offer-   
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