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136. RELIGION IN THE SCHOOLS

The Board believes that no religious belief or nonbelief should be promoted or
disparaged by the district or its employees. Instead, the district should encourage all
students and staff members to appreciate and be tolerant of all religious views.

The district will show no preference for one religion or non-religion over another
and will refrain from the promotion of any and all religions. There shall be no
inculcation of religion in the school through religious services, observances, or
participation in liturgical observances.

The district also recognizes that one of its educational goals is to advance the
students’ knowledge and appreciation of the role that our religious heritage has
played in the social, cultural, and historical development of civilization.

Religion in the Curriculum

Religious institutions and orientations are central to human experience, past and
present. An education excluding such a significant aspect would be incomplete. It is
essential that the teaching about, and not of, religion be conducted in a factually
objective, balanced and respectful manner.

The practice of the district shall be as follows:
1. The district’s approach to religion shall be academic, not devotional.

2. The district will strive for student awareness of religions but will not press any
student to accept any one religion, all religions or no religion.

3. The district may sponsor study about religion but will not press any student to
accept any one religion, all religions or no religion.

4. The district may sponsor study about religions but will not sponsor the practice
of religion.
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The district may expose students to diversity of religions or views but will not
impose any particular view.

The district may educate about any religion but will not promote or denigrate any
faith.

The district supports the inclusion of religious literature, music, drama and the arts
into the curriculum, provided it is intrinsic to the learning experience in the various
fields of study and is presented objectively. The emphasis on religious themes
should be as extensive as necessary for a balanced and comprehensive study of these
areas. Such studies should not foster any particular religious tenants or demean any
religious beliefs or the lack of religious beliefs.

Observance of Religious Holidays

The practice of the district shall be as follows:

1.

The several holidays throughout the year which have a religious and secular
basis may be observed in the schools of this district.

The historical and contemporary values and the origin of religious holidays may
be explained in an unbiased and objective manner without sectarian
indoctrination.

Music, art, literature, and drama having a religious theme or basis shall be
permitted as part of the curriculum for school-sponsored activities and programs,
if presented in a prudent and objective manner and as a traditional part of the
cultural and religious heritage of the particular holiday.

The use of religious symbols that are a part of a religious holiday is permitted as
a teaching aid or resource, provided such symbols are displayed as an example of
the cultural and religious heritage of the holiday and are temporary in nature.
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