
Dear Families,
This year, students entering 4th and 5th grades are embarking on a special project, a

unique book club called One School, One Book.  It is a program designed to engage and
involve parents in the essential task of fostering the love of reading in children.  This
summer, students in 4th and 5th grades will be reading the novel, Fish in a Tree, by Lynda
Mullaly-Hunt.  The story focuses on Ally, a youngster who has always been good at drawing,
but carries a big secret: She never quite learned how to read.  This wonderful book captures
the ups and downs of school, friendships, and the search for identity experienced by tweens
and young teens everywhere.  It also leaves its readers better than it found us – with
greater empathy and a larger appreciation of ourselves and others.

The One School, One Book initiative is designed to create a shared learning
experience between our school community and home.  Every 4th and 5th grade family is
asked to read the book over the course of the summer, with the goal of promoting a shared
reading experience through families reading aloud with their children.  Reading aloud to
your child has tremendous educational benefits and can be a source of enjoyment for both
students and parents.  Read-alouds are not only enjoyable for beginning readers, but are
just as essential for students in the upper elementary grades, as well.  Reading
comprehension improves as students listen to and discuss events, characters, and
motivations.  They learn to predict what will happen next as well as increase their
vocabulary knowledge and build syntactic awareness.  To facilitate this process, students
can access a Discussion Guide online which features questions that can be used to talk
about the book at home.  However, our utmost goal is to encourage a lifelong enjoyment of
reading, a gift your child will treasure forever.

In addition to reading the novel, 4th and 5th grade students are asked to create a
Summer Reading Project that reflects what they have learned after reading the novel.
Students will be able to share their projects at our One Book, One School Celebration in
mid-September during the school day.  Ideas for projects, listed on the Summer Reading
Project Selections Sheet, include designing a game or a T-shirt, creating a diorama,
making a slide show or a video, or writing a new ending for the book.  Students will be able
to share their projects at our One Book, One School Celebration during the school day.

Along with reading Fish in a Tree, we strongly encourage you to support your child in
reading independently, reading with you, and listening to audiobooks as much as possible.

We thank you in advance for your support with this important endeavor and hope
that you and your child have a wonderful time enjoying many great books together this
summer.

Happy Summer Reading!


