THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE PROGRAMME®
at Fairgreen International School
Introducing the IB Diploma Programme (IBDP)
& IB Career-related Programme (IBCP)
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“The IB has concerns
for humanity hardwired
in its philosophical
heritage, its mission,
and today’s curricula.”
~ Dr. Siva Kumari,
Former Director General, IBO

Welcome to the International Baccalaureate
Diploma Programme® (IBDP)
and Career-related Programme® (IBCP)
at Fairgreen International School
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There are two high school-level pathways available to Fairgreen
International School students as they strive to achieve graduation:
●
●

The International Baccalaureate® Diploma Programme (IBDP)
The International Baccalaureate® Career-related Programme (IBCP)

Recognized and highly valued by universities and employers around the
world, both IBDP & IBCP combine an in-depth academic study with
service-orientated and leadership activities.
At Fairgreen, both programmes include an added focus on sustainability
education, which is woven into the fabric of the school, teaching students
to examine the environmental, social and economic impact of their
collective actions. We have cultivated relationships with experts and
innovators in sustainability both with The Sustainability Management
School of Switzerland (SUMAS), our partners in delivering our IBCP, and
within The Sustainable City of Dubai, where we are located. Our students
beneﬁt from mentoring and service learning opportunities through these
connections.
As students approach grade 11, they are about to embark on some of the
most exciting and important years of their high school education. Students
should carefully consider both options available to them in order to make
the best possible choice for their future. We look forward to facilitating
their learning through the next two years of their education. We have no
doubt that they will ﬁnd these years engaging, challenging, and
rewarding.
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IB Diploma Programme (IBDP) Overview
The IB Diploma (IBDP) is a
two-year programme for students
aged 16-19. Recognized
internationally by universities
across the world, the IBDP aims to
develop students who have
excellent breadth and depth of
knowledge, who ﬂourish physically,
intellectually, emotionally and
ethically. Students share an
educational experience that
emphasizes critical thinking as well
as intercultural understanding and
respect for others in the global
community.
The IBDP offers a broad and
balanced curriculum where
students apply what they learn in
the classroom to real world issues
and problems. Subjects are taught
from an international mindset.
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Relevant Contacts
School Director
Graeme Scott

IB Diploma Programme
Coordinator
Damayanti Rao

High School Principal
Seema Desai

School Curriculum
Director
David Gerber

High School & University
Counselor
Jackie Greenwood
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IBDP Curriculum Model
An IBDP learner is at the heart of the programme and develops
intellectual curiosity and tenacity through their six subjects.
Their learning experience is further enhanced by the core
components that draw all aspects of the framework together.
Students take six courses, which they select from among six subject
groups. Additionally, they will fulﬁll the requirements of the IBDP core,
which includes Creativity, Activity, and Service (CAS), Theory of Knowledge
(TOK), and the Extended Essay. These are explained further in this
brochure.
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Course Requirements for IBDP Candidates
Students must choose one course
from each subject group to take
for the duration of the two-year
programme.. Subject offerings will
be consistently reviewed and
based on student interest. If the
school is not able to offer the
course, reasonable requests will be
supported with Pamoja, an online
learning platform that offers some
IBDP courses.
IBDP students must accumulate a
minimum number of credits to
graduate with an IBDP diploma.
The IBDP diploma is awarded to
students who gain at least 24
points, however students can earn
up to 42 points maximum from
iBDP coursework.
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IBDP students are required to
study six (6) subjects from the IB
Diploma Programme Model
●
●

Three (3) subjects must be
studied at Higher Level (HL)
Three (3) subjects must be
studied at Standard Level
(SL)

A higher-level subject requires a
minimum of 240 hours of
classroom study whereas a
standard level subject requires 150
hours of classroom study.
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IBDP Courses Offered at Fairgreen
All course combinations are subject to timetable restrictions and class size..

Group 1
Studies in Language &
Literature

Group 2
Language Acquisition

Group 3
Individuals and Societies

Group 4
Sciences

Group 5
Mathematics

Group 6
The Arts /
Additional subjects

English A: Language and Literature
Self Taught Language A Literature

HL/SL
SL

French B
Arabic B
English B

HL/SL

History
Psychology

HL/SL

Biology
Physics
Chemistry

HL/SL

Application & Interpretation

HL/SL

Visual Arts /
Eg Biology, Psychology

HL/SL
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Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

Theory of Knowledge (TOK) is a
course about critical thinking and
inquiring into the process of
knowing, rather than learning a
speciﬁc body of knowledge. The
TOK course examines how we
know what we claim to know.
Students study real world
scenarios from a critical
perspective, considering the
multiple viewpoints that are
involved in the creation of any form
of knowledge.

The assessment requirements for
the course include an individual
exhibition - a live or virtual
exhibition of three objects that are
inspired by a speciﬁc prompt.
This is internally marked and
externally moderated.

“Only the ideas that we
actually live are of any
value.”
~ Hermann Hesse
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Extended Essay
Requirement

Creativity, Activity &
Service (CAS)

An extended essay of up to 4,000
words offers students an
opportunity to conduct an
in-depth study of a topic of special
interest. The experience and skills
gained in carrying out
independent research and
producing a substantial piece of
writing provide excellent
preparation for research at the
university level.

The CAS Project is a key feature,
challenging students to initiate a
long-term, service-oriented project
which is carried out by a team of
their peers over the course of one
month. Developing leadership,
conﬁdence, collaboration, and
compassion are beneﬁts of the
CAS Project.

The process for the Extended Essay
begins in Year 1 and commences in
Year 2. Students choose a
subject/research question to
explore and they are assigned a
supervisor who will work with the
student to guide them throughout
this essay journey.
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CAS projects and endeavors have
tangible results and offer real
beneﬁts to the student and to
others. The holistic development
supported by CAS creates
individuals who are conﬁdent in
their purpose and are driven to put
their ideas, beliefs, philosophies,
and knowledge into practice.
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IB Career-related Programme (IBCP) Overview
The IB Career-related (IBCP) is a
two-year post-16 programme
speciﬁcally developed for students
who wish to engage in
career-related learning.
Recognized internationally as a
qualiﬁcation for university
entrance, the IBCP encourages
candidates to work both
independently and collaboratively
to develop an understanding of
responsible management,
applicable in different ﬁelds.
At Fairgreen, we have partnered
with the Sustainability
Management School of
Switzerland (SUMAS) to deliver the
SUMAS CrS® (Career-related
Study), integrating academia with
hands-on, real-world learning for
students with an interest in or
passion for sustainability, offering a
more career-focused experience
complemented by challenging
coursework.
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Relevant Contacts
School Director
Graeme Scott

IB career-related
Programme Coordinator
Katie Williams

High School Principal
Seema Desai

School Curriculum
Director
David Gerber

High School & University
Counselor
Jackie Greenwood

|
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IBCP Curriculum Model
Through the SUMAS CrS®, students develop personal qualities
and professional skills, as well as intellectual habits required for
lifelong learning. The IBCP core components give context to the
IBDP courses and the SUMAS CrS® and draw all aspects of the
framework together.
The IBCP is comprised of three elements: Academic courses
from the IB Diploma Programme (IBDP), the SUMAS CrS®, and
the core IBCP components, all of which are explained further in
this brochure.
.
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The Career-related Studies Component in
conjunction with Sustainability Management
School of Switzerland (SUMAS)
Fairgreen has partnered with The
Sustainability Management School
of Switzerland (SUMAS) to deliver
the SUMAS CrS® component of
the IBCP. Students are provided
with practical, real-world
approaches to learning designed
to prepare them for higher
education, an internship or
apprenticeship, or a position in a
designated ﬁeld of interest.
Since 2016, SUMAS has offered the
SUMAS CrS® in Business and
Sustainability, which is recognized
by the IBO. Sustainability has
become increasingly important
within all kinds of organizations
and in society at large. The SUMAS
CrS® is an academically
challenging pathway designed for
students who have a vision to
attain a future career that includes
a focus on sustainability but is
relevant for all students who are
interested in responsible
management, which is applicable
in a variety of different ﬁelds.

Students will complete the online
SUMAS CrS® component, which
will be delivered on campus
through distance learning with a
variety of tools: simulations,
forums, case studies, video
analysis, live-streaming classes,
Q&A sessions and continuous
work-in-progress that imitates a
business environment.
The SUMAS CrS® also includes an
Applied Component consisting
learning hours that will be satisﬁed
through the student’s choice of
either a Sustainability Leadership
Experience (delivered online or on
campus) or a 7-day Leadership
Camp (in Switzerland or Italy).

Students will concentrate their
studies in one of these three areas:
●
Nature Conservation
●
Sustainable Hospitality
Management
●
Sustainable Fashion
Management
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IBCP Course Requirements
Alongside the SUMAS CrS®, students complete at least two IBDP courses
from among the six different subject groups on offer:
●
Language and Literature
●
Language Acquisition
●
Individuals and Societies
●
Sciences
●
Mathematics
●
Arts and other subjects
IBCP students should choose IBDP courses that are relevant to their
career-related studies. These courses broaden their experience and
enhance the theoretical underpinnings and academic rigour of the IBCP.
Please see page 9 of this brochure for a detailed overview of the courses
offered at Fairgreen under the six subject groups available. Students will
select two courses that they will take for the duration of the two-year
programme.
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IBCP Core Components
Students develop personal
qualities and professional skills, as
well as intellectual habits required
for lifelong learning. The CP core
components give context to the
DP courses and the career-related
study and draw all aspects of the
framework together.
The personal and professional
skills course aims to develop
responsibility, practical
problem-solving, good intellectual
habits, ethical understanding,
perseverance, resilience, an
appreciation of identity and
perspective and an understanding
of the complexity of the modern
world. Emphasis is placed on the
development of skills needed to
successfully navigate higher
education, the workplace and
society.
Service learning is the practical
application of knowledge and skills
toward meeting an identiﬁed
community need. Through service,
students develop and apply
personal and social skills in real-life
situations involving
decision-making, problem-solving,
initiative, reﬂection, and
responsibility and accountability
for their actions.
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Language development ensures
that all CP students have access and
exposure to a second language. The
opportunity to learn a second
language is a central tenet of an IB
education and increases students’
understanding of the wider world.
Students are encouraged to begin or
extend the study of an additional
language that suits their needs,
backgrounds and contexts. It
develops students’ oral, visual and
written linguistic and
communicative abilities.
The reﬂective project is an in-depth
body of work produced over an
extended period and submitted
toward the end of the programme.
Through the reﬂective project,
students identify, analyse, discuss
and evaluate an ethical dilemma
associated with an issue from their
career-related studies. This work
encourages students to engage in
personal inquiry, intellectual
discovery, creativity, action and
reﬂection, and to develop strong
thinking, research and
communications skills.
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Integrative Project Experience with Experts in
Sustainability
IBCP students will complete an
Integrative Project Experience
where they will apply theoretical
knowledge to concrete projects in
the pathway of their choice
among: Nature Conservation,
Sustainable Hospitality
Management, or Sustainable
Fashion Management.

The Sustainable City offers
Fairgreen students unlimited
practical learning opportunities
related to sustainability, including:

Students will work with experts in
their chosen area of study from
anywhere within Dubai, or in the
world. Since Fairgreen is located in
The Sustainable City (TSC) of Dubai,
we have direct access to the city’s
bio-domes, eco-focused
businesses and organizations, and
an Innovation Centre.

Upon Successful Completion of the IBCP
Students who complete the IBCP
will gain a depth understanding
of responsible management
applicable in a variety of different
ﬁelds. They will be able to:
●
Discuss the environmental
impact of business
operations and identify the
underlying activities
●
Distinguish responsible
management practices in
various business contexts
●
Demonstrate a mindset that
embraces values of
sustainable development
and nature conservation
●
Effectively communicate,
inﬂuence and motivate
others for sustainability

University Recognition
SUMAS CrS is valued by universities
across the world. Alumni have
been accepted to top universities
such as University Bocconi (Milan),
Kings College London, Berklee
College of Music, Ecole Hoteliere
de Lausanne.
Upon successful completion of the
SUMAS CrS, each student earns 12
credits that may be applied toward
a bachelor’s degree at SUMAS or
other accepting colleges and
universities.
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Course Selection Timeline | During Grade 10
Important Dates
November

IB Coordinators will present to Grade 10 students and
parents an overview of both IBDP and IBCP, required
courses, and prerequisites.

January

Email Student Interview Schedule to parents

February

Student interviews begin for preliminary course
selection

mid-April

Students given ﬁnal course selection form with
courses they may choose based on prerequisite
requirements.

end-April

Student choices returned with parent signatures to
administration.

end-April to
early-May

If required, individual student meetings to conﬁrm
choices.

Students have ten days from the ﬁrst day of school to request course
changes. It is not advised to make course changes as signiﬁcant make-up
work will need to occur to catch-up in the new course.
Changes from Higher Level to Standard Level courses may occur anytime
in Grade 11 with the exception of Math courses, in which there are
signiﬁcant differences among courses.
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IBDP & IBCP Candidacy
Students are ofﬁcially registered with the IB for their IB Diploma or IB
Career-related courses early in Year 2. As this candidacy will be
communicated to universities in the application process, it is essential that
the student’s declared candidacy and ﬁnal IB results are a match.
To this end, Fairgreen has indicated a set of qualiﬁcations required to
support the student’s registration of candidacy for the IB Diploma or IB
Career-related Programmes. Students meeting these qualiﬁcations are
reasonably within reach of successful achievement of their IB Diploma or
IB Career-related Diploma.
Soon after the end of Term 2 in Grade 11, students and families will be
advised if student results do not meet the qualiﬁcations required for their
chosen candidacy.
Students not meeting the qualiﬁcations will be guided through alterations
to their registration proﬁle to better match their potential for success.

Educators the world over
understand that the IB is the most
challenging school exam for high
school students, and longitudinal
research has shown that IB students
are signiﬁcantly more likely to
attend a top 20 university,
demonstrate a better performance,
and are more likely to achieve ﬁrst
class honors degrees, and go on to
earn higher entry-level salaries.
| 21
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Conditions for Awarding IBDP or IBCP Certiﬁcates
Conditions for Awarding IBDP Graduation Certiﬁcate
Students can achieve up to 42 points in the IBDP for completing their 6
subjects at a Level 7. A maximum of 3 core points are possible from a
candidate’s combined Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge grades.
Maximum number of possible points to be obtained on an IBDP Diploma:
6 subjects x 7 points + 3 core points = 45 points. However, there are some
restrictions in which these points must be achieved:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

There must be no mark of “1” in any subject.
There must be no more than two marks of “2” in any subject.
There must be no more than three marks of “3” in any subject.
At least 12 points will be needed in HL classes.
At least 9 points will be needed in SL classes.
Students cannot achieve a failing grade on either the Extended Essay
or the TOK course.
Students must complete all CAS requirements.

Conditions for Awarding IBCP Graduation Certiﬁcate
Students take written examinations at the end of their courses, which are
marked by external IB examiners. Each course is graded from 7 (highest) to
1 (lowest). The Reﬂective project is assessed by the school and moderated
and graded by the IB A (highest) to E (lowest). The CP Certiﬁcate will be
awarded to a candidate subject to the following conditions:
●
has successfully completed the speciﬁed Career-related Study.
●
has been awarded a Grade 3 or more, in at least two of Diploma
Programme Courses.
●
has been awarded a Grade D or more, for the Reﬂective project.
●
has met Personal and professional skills, service learning and
language development requirements.
●
has not received a penalty for academic misconduct.

Bilingual Certiﬁcate
A Bilingual Certiﬁcate for the IBDP is awarded to candidates who have
either; completed two languages selected from Group 1 with the award of
a Grade 3 or higher in both; or completed of one of the subjects from
Group 3 or Group 4 in a language that is not the same as the candidate's
nominated Group 1 language. The candidate must attain a Grade 3 or
higher in both.
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Additional Notes & Requirements for Graduation
The requirement to maintain studies in all sections of either programme
model ensures the breadth of curriculum required by national university
systems. The choice of appropriate Higher Level (HL) subjects enables
students to obtain the degree of specialization required for university
entrance. Higher level subjects should be selected to complement academic
strengths displayed in the student’s past coursework.
●
●
●
●
●

●

A higher-level subject requires a minimum of 240 hours of classroom
study.
A standard level subject requires 150 hours of classroom study.
IBDP and IBCP results given at the end of the two-year courses are
made up of internal assessments and external assessments.
Internal assessments are marked by the teachers at Fairgreen
International School and will be moderated by the IB.
External examinations at the end of the two-year course are set and
marked externally by the IB. They are taken in May of the second year
of the program.
There are fees imposed for IB examinations that are not covered in
tuition costs.

Eligibility for the IBDP & IBCP
Fairgreen International School is a non-selective school and allows equal
access to the IBDP and IBCP regardless of language ability or previous
experience with the IB curriculum. We offer coursework within both
pathways at “high level” and “standard level” to ensure students are
appropriately challenged..
Our IB coordinators and school counsellors work with students and their
families to guide students toward the pathway that better ﬁts with the
student’s goals and interests. Once the student starts either the IBCP or
IBDP, we don’t recommend that students change pathways, however, this
will be discussed on a case by case basis. Changes from Higher Level to
Standard Level courses may occur ensuring that the speciﬁc programme
requirements are still being met.
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Proﬁle of an IB Student
The IB Diploma Programme and IB Career-related Programme consist of
rigorous pre-university curriculum, complemented by creative exploration
and service learning experiences. Both programmes meet the needs of
highly motivated students and each caters to the goals and interests of the
individual student.
Participants are expected to complete curricula and assessment activities
that are coordinated and evaluated by external examiners and are
measured against pre-established, international standards.

IB Authorization
Fairgreen International School is an IB World School, authorized for the
Primary Years Programme and Middle Years Programme, and we are in
candidate status for the authorization of our IB Careers-related
Programme (IBCP) and IB Diploma Programme (IBDP), expecting full
certiﬁcation by June 2021.*
*Only schools authorized by the IB Organization can offer any of its four
academic programmes: PYP, MYP, IBDP, and IBCP. Candidate status gives
no guarantee that authorization will be granted. For further information
about the IB and its programmes, visit http://www.ibo.org

What are the IB approaches to
learning skills?
Thinking skills
Communications skills
Social skills
Self-management skills
Research skills
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FAIRGREEN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
The Sustainable City, Dubai
+971 4 875 4999 | info@fairgreen.ae
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