
2021 BOYS’ LATIN HIGH SCHOOL
ENGLISH SUMMER READING OPTIONS

Instructions:
All students must read one of the books from the list. Students in honors sections must read 2 books.
Students in AP Literature have a different reading list entirely.

Your written work will be assigned and submitted through Schoology. Please be sure to remember your BL email
login and plan to have internet access (home, public library, school computer lab) at some point in the summer.
Contact englishdept@boyslatin.org with any questions.

You may...
● Purchase your book online -

Amazon.com, BarnesandNoble.com or
borrow it as an e-book through the
Libby App

You may not...
● Read a book you have read before
● Plagiarize any portion of your written work
● Claim you “didn’t know” about summer reading

The Seed Keeper by Diane Wilson \ realistic fiction, $15

Rosalie Iron Wing has grown up in the woods with her father, Ray, a former science teacher who tells her
stories of plants, of the stars, of the origins of the Dakhóta people. Until, one morning, Ray doesn’t return
from checking his traps. Told she has no family, Rosalie is sent to live with a foster family in nearby
Mankato―where the reserved, bookish teenager meets rebellious Gaby Makespeace, in a friendship that
transcends the damaged legacies they’ve inherited.

Weaving together the voices of four indelible women, The Seed Keeper is a beautifully told story of
reawakening, of remembering our original relationship to the seeds and, through them, to our ancestors.

Concrete Rose by Angie Thomas \ realistic fiction, $14

If there’s one thing seventeen-year-old Maverick Carter knows, it’s that a real man takes care of his family.
As the son of a former gang legend, Mav does that the only way he knows how: dealing for the King Lords.
With this money he can help his mom, who works two jobs while his dad’s in prison. Life’s not perfect, but
with a fly girlfriend and a cousin who always has his back, Mav’s got everything under control. Until, that is,
Maverick finds out he’s a father.

Loyalty, revenge, and responsibility threaten to tear Mav apart, especially after the brutal murder of a loved
one. He’ll have to figure out for himself what it really means to be a man.

Ignite the Stars by Maura Milan \ fantasy, $10
also available as “No Wait Ever” on the Libby app

Everyone in the universe knows his name. Everyone in the universe fears him. But no one realizes that
notorious outlaw Ia Cōcha is a seventeen-year-old girl.

A criminal mastermind and unrivaled pilot, Ia has spent her life terrorizing the Olympus Commonwealth, the
imperialist nation that destroyed her home.

When the Commonwealth captures her and her true identity is exposed, they see Ia’s age and talent as an
opportunity: by forcing her to serve them, they will prove that no one is beyond their control.
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The Tradition by Jericho Brown \ poetry, $13
also available as “No Wait Ever” on the Libby app

Jericho Brown’s daring new book The Tradition details the normalization of evil and its history at the
intersection of the past and the personal. Brown’s poetic concerns are both broad and intimate, and at their
very core a distillation of the incredibly human: What is safety? Who is this nation? Where does freedom truly
lie? Brown makes mythical pastorals to question the terrors to which we’ve become accustomed, and to
celebrate how we survive. Poems of fatherhood, legacy, blackness, queerness, worship, and trauma are
propelled into stunning clarity by Brown’s mastery, and his invention of the duplex—a combination of the
sonnet, the ghazal, and the blues—is testament to his formal skill. The Tradition is a cutting and necessary
collection, relentless in its quest for survival while reveling in a celebration of contradiction.

The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevido \ realistic fiction, $10

Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body grew into
curves, she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. But Xiomara has plenty she wants to
say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather notebook, reciting the words to
herself like prayers—especially after she catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her
family can never know about.

With Mami’s determination to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church, Xiomara understands that
her thoughts are best kept to herself. So when she is invited to join her school’s slam poetry club, she
doesn’t know how she could ever attend without her mami finding out. But she still can’t stop thinking about
performing her poems. Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be
silent.

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald \ classic literature, $6
also available FREE online - click here

The Great Gatsby is a 1925 novel by American writer F. Scott Fitzgerald. Set in the Jazz Age on Long Island,
the novel depicts narrator Nick Carraway's interactions with mysterious millionaire Jay Gatsby, and Gatsby's
obsession to reunite with his former lover, Daisy Buchanan.

The novel was inspired by a youthful romance Fitzgerald had with a socialite, and by parties he attended on
Long Island's North Shore in 1922. Following a move to the French Riviera, he completed a rough draft in
1924. After its publication in April 1925, The Great Gatsby received mixed reviews from literary critics and
sold poorly. Fitzgerald died in 1940, believing himself to be a failure and his work forgotten. During World
War II, the novel faced a critical re-examination and  is now widely considered to be a literary masterwork
and a contender for the title of the Great American Novel.

Dracula by Bram Stoker \ classic horror, $9
also available FREE online - click here

Dracula is an 1897 Gothic horror novel by Irish author Bram Stoker.Famous for introducing the character of
the vampire Count Dracula, the novel tells the story of Dracula's attempt to move from Transylvania to
England so he may find new blood and spread the undead curse, and the battle between Dracula and a small
group of men and women led by Professor Abraham Van Helsing. Dracula has been assigned to many literary
genres including vampire literature, horror fiction, the gothic novel and invasion literature.The novel
touches on themes such as the role of women in Victorian culture, sexual conventions, immigration,
colonialism, and post-colonialism. Although Stoker did not invent the vampire, he defined its modern form,
and the novel has spawned numerous theatrical, film and television interpretations.
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There There by Tommy Orange \ realistic fiction, $14

Tommy Orange’s wondrous and shattering bestselling novel follows twelve characters from Native
communities: all traveling to the Big Oakland Powwow, all connected to one another in ways they may not
yet realize. Among them is Jacquie Red Feather, newly sober and trying to make it back to the family she left
behind. Dene Oxendene, pulling his life together after his uncle’s death and working at the powwow to
honor his memory. Fourteen-year-old Orvil, coming to perform traditional dance for the very first time.
Together, this chorus of voices tells of the plight of the urban Native American—grappling with a complex
and painful history, with an inheritance of beauty and spirituality, with communion and sacrifice and
heroism. Hailed as an instant classic, There There is at once poignant and unflinching, utterly contemporary
and truly unforgettable

Darius the Great is Not Okay by Adib Khorram \ realistic fiction, $9

Darius Kellner speaks better Klingon than Farsi, and he knows more about Hobbit social cues than Persian
ones. He’s a Fractional Persian—half, his mom’s side—and his first-ever trip to Iran is about to change his life.

Darius has never really fit in at home, and he’s sure things are going to be the same in Iran. His clinical
depression doesn’t exactly help matters, and trying to explain his medication to his grandparents only makes
things harder. Then Darius meets Sohrab, the boy next door, and everything changes. Soon, they’re spending
their days together, playing soccer, eating faludeh, and talking for hours on a secret rooftop overlooking the
city’s skyline. Sohrab calls him Darioush—the original Persian version of his name—and Darius has never felt
more like himself than he does now that he’s Darioush to Sohrab.

The Refugees by Viet Thanh Nguyen\ realistic fiction, $13

In The Refugees, Viet Thanh Nguyen gives voice to the hopes and expectations of people making
life-changing decisions to leave one country for another, and the rifts in identity, loyalties, romantic
relationships, and family that accompany relocation. From a young Vietnamese refugee who suffers
profound culture shock when he comes to live with two gay men in San Francisco, to a woman whose
husband is suffering from dementia and starts to confuse her for a former lover, to a girl living in Ho Chi
Minh City whose older half-sister comes back from America having seemingly accomplished everything she
never will, the stories are a captivating testament to the dreams and hardships of migration.

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson \ nonfiction, $10

Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated
to defending those most desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and women and children
trapped in the farthest reaches of our criminal justice system. One of his first cases was that of Walter
McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a notorious murder he insisted he didn’t commit. The
case drew Bryan into a tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal brinksmanship—and
transformed his understanding of mercy and justice forever.

Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer’s coming of age, a
moving window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument for compassion in the
pursuit of true justice.
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Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson \ nonfiction history, $19

“As we go about our daily lives, caste is the wordless usher in a darkened theater, flashlight cast down in the
aisles, guiding us to our assigned seats for a performance. The hierarchy of caste is not about feelings or
morality. It is about power—which groups have it and which do not.”

In this brilliant book, Isabel Wilkerson gives us a masterful portrait of an unseen phenomenon in America as
she explores, through an immersive, deeply researched narrative and stories about real people, how America
today and throughout its history has been shaped by a hidden, rigid hierarchy of human rankings.

Beautifully written, original, and revealing, Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents is an eye-opening story of
people, history, and a reexamination of what lies under the surface of American life today.
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