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May 14, 2021

Dear Parent/Guardian,

At the root of our school mission to prepare boys for college and beyond is the idea that learning never stops.
While summer can and should be a time for rest and rejuvenation, it is also essential that our students continue to
exercise their most important muscle - their brain!

On the back of this letter you will find the Boys’ Latin expectations for summer reading in English classes. Specific
information and documents have been shared with students in classes. This information will also be accessible
throughout the summer on Schoology  and on the school website.

Students and families are responsible for obtaining a copy of their selected books. These books are available
through most bookstores (Barnes & Noble) or may be purchased online. We recommend the app Libby for
borrowing e-books from the Free Library of Philadelphia. We are also aware that the current circumstances may
make purchasing books difficult for some families. For that reason, two of the selections can be found free online
and two selections are listed as “No Wait Ever” on the Libby app through the Free Library of Philadelphia.

We thank you in advance for being our partners in encouraging your son to complete this work.

Please ensure your student understands that the work he submits should be his own. He should not collaborate
with other students or copy information from anywhere. Plagiarism on ANY portion of an assignment will result in
a zero on that entire project.

Ms. Carolynn Bilbee
English Department Chair
cbilbee@boyslatin.org

mailto:cbilbee@boyslatin.org


HS English Summer Reading Directions:

1. Select a book you have not read from the list below. Honors students must choose an additional book.

2. Figure out a way to buy or borrow your book(s).

3. Log on to your “Class of 20xx” Schoology group* and find your reading journal. Complete the journal as you
read. You may also complete an optional extra credit writing project.

Schoology Class of 20XX Group Codes
Class of 2022: S78J-GD99-XWN2N
Class of 2023: 43S2-WPVJ-4C8R4
Class of 2024: QJSK-CBDT-J46V5
Class of 2025: 7RZJ-J8KV-X4NZ9

4. Submit your work to your English teacher on Schoology by Monday, September 13.

Grading
Journal = 30 points
Writing project = up to 15 points extra credit

All students choose one of the books from the list below. Honors students complete 2 books.

The Seed Keeper by Diane Wilson
Concrete Rose by Angie Thomas
The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevido

There There by Tommy Orange
Darius the Great is Not Okay by Adib Khorram
The Refugees by Viet Thanh Nguyen

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson
Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson

Ignite the Stars by Maura Milan also available as “No Wait Ever” on the Libby app
The Tradition by Jericho Brown also available as “No Wait Ever” on the Libby app

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald also available FREE online - click here
Dracula by Bram Stoker also available FREE online - click here

* We encourage all students to complete their work electronically through Schoology. However, in the event of
technological challenges, students may complete a paper version. These are available in the school office or
printed from the website.

https://www.amazon.com/Seed-Keeper-Novel-Diane-Wilson/dp/1571311378/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+seed+keeper&qid=1620683672&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Concrete-Rose-Angie-Thomas/dp/006284671X/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Poet-X-Elizabeth-Acevedo/dp/0062662813/ref=tmm_pap_title_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/There-Tommy-Orange/dp/0525436146/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=there+there&qid=1620685565&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Darius-Great-Okay-Adib-Khorram/dp/0525552979/ref=pd_bxgy_img_3/143-6855719-4950860?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0525552979&pd_rd_r=eaa35a50-94fe-4fed-80ba-4ae8ddea7980&pd_rd_w=9mR5i&pd_rd_wg=xDQEA&pf_rd_p=fd3ebcd0-c1a2-44cf-aba2-bbf4810b3732&pf_rd_r=4Z7JEZ9ZW9JHF074ETF7&psc=1&refRID=4Z7JEZ9ZW9JHF074ETF7
https://www.amazon.com/Refugees-Viet-Thanh-Nguyen/dp/0802127363/ref=tmm_pap_title_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Mercy-Story-Justice-Redemption/dp/081298496X/ref=tmm_pap_title_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Caste-Origins-Discontents-Isabel-Wilkerson/dp/0593230256/ref=sr_1_3?crid=3BST6NSXZCJ2D&dchild=1&keywords=caste+isabel+wilkerson&qid=1620684722&s=books&sprefix=caste%2Cstripbooks%2C169&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Ignite-Stars-Maura-Milan/dp/080753627X/ref=sr_1_3?crid=3KSCPOAR6QIEY&dchild=1&keywords=ignite+the+stars&qid=1620684189&s=books&sprefix=ignite+the+st%2Cstripbooks%2C149&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Tradition-Jericho-Brown/dp/1556594860/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2WB1WT2BF3I82&dchild=1&keywords=the+tradition+jericho+brown&qid=1620685092&s=books&sprefix=the+tradition%2Cstripbooks%2C141&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Gatsby-F-Scott-Fitzgerald/dp/B08RYK64GM/ref=pd_sbs_1?pd_rd_w=E1GvF&pf_rd_p=651d64d1-3c73-45b6-ae09-e545600e3a22&pf_rd_r=E5AFQZTT82Q5H8NDXXDA&pd_rd_r=2f6ec83b-df8d-4eb8-a27c-cb4ed38a4502&pd_rd_wg=ahhDB&pd_rd_i=B08RYK64GM&psc=1
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/64317
https://www.amazon.com/Dracula-Bram-Stoker/dp/1514683482/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=VE9DLL7UQP4Q&dchild=1&keywords=bram+stoker%27s+dracula+book&qid=1620682449&refinements=p_n_feature_browse-bin%3A2656022011&rnid=618072011&s=books&sprefix=bram+stoker%2Cstripbooks%2C170&sr=1-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEyVVFHS1k5Q0pIUVlZJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMDUyOTcwMk1ITzBDQVU5VU5DViZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwNDc0MTU2MkpDVjU1RFZMWFFXTiZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/345

