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Reading Makes a Difference!

Reading in this century demands students develop high
levels of literacy to be able to compete in a postsecondary world. Research indicates that students who
read more, read better and have higher reading
achievement. Students who read independently develop
more expansive vocabularies and achieve higher levels of
reading and writing development. These benefits are
particularly true for students who have daily opportunities
to read. Lower school’s cumulative summer reading
program is designed to provide our students the
opportunity to be academically challenged, be ahead of
the literacy curve, and compete with other college
preparatory students.

Fifth Grade
Summer Reading Requirements
Fifth graders are required to read two novels, this summer, and
complete the attached Venn diagram.
1. Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
All fifth grade students will read the novel Hatchet, an award- winning
classic. Paulsen’s survival story, in which all others are compared, is a
page-turning, heart-stopping adventure following a young boy’s
survival after a plane crash in the Canadian wilderness.
2. Wild River by W. Rodman Philbrick
All fifth grade students will read the novel Wild River. Philbrick
weaves teamwork and realistic dangers into a page-turning
survival story as campers are sent down a raging river on a life-ordeath adventure.

Linda Hastey - Director of Libraries
lhastey@trinitywildcats.com
Keeli Osmer - Lower School Teaching Librarian
kosmer@trinitywildcats.com

3. After reading, students will complete the attached Venn
diagram to compare and contrast the two novels. In
addition, students will explain which novel was liked the most and
why.
This assignment is due on the first full day of school. There will be additional
assignments to assess the students’ understanding of this material.

Hatchet vs. Wild River

Explain which novel you liked the most and why
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