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Christopher Johnson
McCandless

 Grew up in an affluent D.C.
suburb

* Excelled academically
* Elite athlete

e Graduated from Emory
University

* Donated his savings, abandoned
his possessions, broke contact
with his family, hitchhiked to
Alaska
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Author—Jon Krakauer

* An outdoorsman and journalist
* Focuses his writing on nature

* Began career as a journalist reporting
on his love of mountain climbing

* Published in numerous magazines (e.g.,
Outside, National Geographic, and
Rolling Stone)

* He has published both fiction and
nonfiction novels

* Chapters 14 & 15 in Into the Wild
provide a parallel between
McCandless’s life and Krakauer’s life




NATIONAL BESTSELLER

Jon Krakaue

o Aprd 1992 ¢ young men from o well-to-do fomdy Mackhiked o Mok ond wolked slone
into the wilderness sorh of Mr. McKinioy. Mis nome wos Ohvidepher Jobmsse Mclondloss.
He hod given 525,000 i savings o chorlly, obandoned s cor ond med? of bis possessior 4
burned off the covh in b wollet, and lnvented o mew Me for Nemel Four monthy loter §

decomposad body wes found by ¢ moose hunter . . .

WITH A NEW AFTERWORD

Synopsis of
Into the Wild

e Tells the true story of Christopher McCandless

Abandons his family and friends to walk alone into
the wilderness of Alaska in April of 1992

* The nonfiction narrative tells the story of
McCandless’s privileged background & his possible

motivations for giving up everything to trek into
the wilderness



Interviews with
Jon Krakauer
about Into the
Wild



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVSR4zEJvtg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNp3CIJPoB0&t=61s
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Epil. Epilogue

Text Structure and
Organization of Into the Wild

Journalistic, narrative-driven nonfiction plot

18 titled chapters that highlight locations from McCandless’s life
Author’s Note, Epilogue, Afterward

Epigraphs precede every chapter

Maps are included at the beginning of four chapters

Story told through multiple perspectives

Story told in a nonlinear structure

Readers learn about Chris McCandless through the many
individuals who encountered him along his journey west.

Parallels between other outdoorsmen, naturalists, and
mountaineers help readers to further understand McCandless.



Thematic topics in Into the Wild

*|dentity
e|solation
 Nature



Reading Strategies to Support Your Comprehension

Before Reading

learn about the author
note text structure
preview the text

make predictions

set a purpose

build background knowledge

During Reading

ask questions
make predictions
infer meaning
reread

make connections

summarize

After Reading

reflect on what you read
summarize main points
skim back through text

reread parts of the text



Author’s Note

Directions: Closely read the author’s note (at the front of the
book) while annotating details about Chris McCandless and Jon
Krakauer. Answering the questions below on a separate
document will support your comprehension.

1.

What intrigues Jon Krakauer about Christopher J.
McCandless?

What larger subjects about life did Jon Krakauer wrestle with
while pursuing details about McCandless’s life?

Does Jon Krakauer claim to be an impartial biographer?
What is Krakauer’s reason for his position?

What characteristics of Leo Tolstoy did CJM admire? List 1
example.

When heading off into the Alaskan bush, CJM encountered
peril, , and Tolstoyan

What two controversies were generated by the publication
of JK’s article in “Outside” magazine?

A. Some readers the boy immensely for his
and noble
B. Others fulminated that he was a idiot, a

wacko, a narcissist who perished out of
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The next section
provides an overview
of each of the 18
chapters, including
the epilogue and
afterward.

Before reading each chapter in your book, use this slideshow to
preview the guided questions, read the corresponding epigraph, and
review the map (if one is provided). You might consider answering
the reading questions on a separate sheet of paper, in a Word
document, or in One Note.

JO¢N K RAKAVER
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The Alaska Interior

(Ch. 1)

4 SIBERIA }

ARCTIC OCEAN

Who is Jim Gallien?

What three things does Gallien give Chris before Chris

leaves?

By the end of the chapter, what do you know about Chris?

April 27th, 1992 .
Greetmgs from Fa:rbunksf Th:s zs the Iast you shall hear
= from me Wayne Arrived hens 2 days ago. It was very dzﬁ‘icult to '
catch ﬂdes in the Yukon Rmtory ‘But I finally got here. o

very. -Iong time. before I retum--South. If this adventure proves
L you! re a great man, I now walk into the wild. Alex..

e Posrcmn RECEIVED BY 'WAYNE. WESTERBERG T
IN CARTHAGE, SOUTH DAKOTA o

Please return all mail I'receive to the sender. It might bea

*fatal and you don't ever hear from me again.I Want'you-'fq know .




The Stampede Trail (Ch. 2)

Describe the land where Chris disappears.

For how long had Chris McCandless been
dead when he was discovered by the
hunters?

Write down what you have found out
about Chris.

":",Ij:as tﬁe smzfe of‘t ] hin g
T taking of the. grimness of: }'a!!:bduy 1t was the nmsterful and

Jack. London is King
AZ&xander Supertramp '
: May v 992
G:urrrro cmvnn INTO A PIECE oF ‘WooD' mscovnnzn
" AT THE SITE OF CHRIS Mchnmsssnm

Dark spruce forest ﬁ'mmed on ezther suie the ﬁ'ozen waterway '

i The trees had been strtpped by a recent wind of their white cov-
o ering of fi-ost and they seemed to'lean toward each.other, black
- and ominous, in the fading light: A vast silence reigned overthe -
;..---and. The land itself was .a desolation,. lifeless, wztkout move-

- ment, solone and;cold that the spirit of it was not even that of -

.sadness Ihere was a hint in itof laugkter but of a Iaughter_

than dny sadness—a_ laughter that was mzrtkless_
St ' ghter cold as. the ﬁ-ost and g par-

mcommumcable wisdom of - etermty Iaughmg at tkc ﬁztzhty

- of life and the eﬁ‘on‘ of life. It was rhe de the savage, frozen-
e kearted Northland Wzld e : 4

L JACK- LONDON
- Whire Fang - .



Carthage (Ch. 3)

1. Why do you think Chris
declined membership into Phi
Betta Kappa? (20) What do
you think of his choice?

Who is Wayne Westerberg,
and how would you describe
his relationship with Chris
McCandless?

Where did McCandless go to
school, and what kind of
student was he?

What new name does
McCandless take?

IR | waﬂtzd mavemem cmd m}ta ca!m cuurse af mtence. I wanted
_exczrement and daﬂger and the chance to sacnﬁce myself far my
 love. Ifelt Iﬂ mysetf a Supembundanca of energy whmh found '

~ no auﬂet in aur qmet life. | 3

LED TanmY

PASSAGE HIGHLIGHTED IN ONE UF THE BOOKS FOUND .
 WITH: Cﬂms Mc(_}mx.ngs__s REMAINS

() shoufd unr‘be denied . . . that- bemg fr}oﬂoose has alwa_vs ex-
e hzfamted us. It is associated in our minds with escape ﬁom his-
o tory-and oppression and law and irksome. obligations, with
e ;absofute fmedam, and the road has aMays led west.

L WALLACE STEGNER, it
THE Mﬂmc.w WEST As LIVING SPACE )



What kind of car does McCandless drive? Why, when
and where does he abandon his car?

Detrital Wash (Ch. 4)

By the end of the chapter, what do we learn about
Chris/Alex’s view of money and belongings?

_ | fﬁze desert :s the enwronment of revelarzon generacally cmd
_ _physzolog:ca!ly alien, sensonly austere, estkertcally abstract,
htstonca!!y inimical. ... Its forms are bold and suggestwe The

““mind 'is beset'by !:gkt and space; the kinesthetic novelty of
- aridity, high tewiperature, and wind. The desert sky is encircling,
‘majestic, terrible. In: other-habitats, the rim of sky-above the

horizontal is . bmicen or obscured; here, together with the -
} .__;.-_:overhead portzan, it 'is. mﬁmtely vaster than that of rolling
countryszde and forsst lands . In an unobstmcred sky the
 clouds seem more masszve, somet:mes gmndly reﬂecrmg rhe
" earth’s ¢ curvature on their. concave undersides. The angu!anty of )
“desert landforms zmparts a monumenmi arch:tecture ro the ;

Sl cloads as well as to the kmd

To'the desert g go propkets and henmts, through deserts go p;l»-- o
- grims and. exiles. Here the leaders of the great religions have -
.1 sought the therapeutic and- sp:m‘ual va!ues of retreat, not toes-

- cape but to find reality.

. PAUL SHEPARD .
MAN m THE‘ LANDSCAPE

A H:smmc Vmw op THE Esmancs OF NATURE -

“ NEVADA

AN X Las Vegas o
N Hoover

‘ « Kingman
Bullhead cny

= N dlso
e a ; Topock

CALIFORNIA ‘%i
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Palm ® JIndio g
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Bullhead City (Ch. 5)

The dominant primordial beast was strong in Buck, and under
the fierce conditions of trail life it grew and grew. Yet it was a
' secret growth. His newborn cunning gave him poise and control.

1. Where does McCandless find
employment in Bullhead City?

Jack LONDON,
THE CALL oF THE WILD

All Hail the Dominant Primordial Beast!

And Captain Ahab Too!
Alexander Supertramp
- May 1992
~ GRAFFITO FOUND INSIDE THE ABANDONED BUS
ON THE STAMPEDE TRAIL

Describe the “Slabs” in your own
words.

McCandless romanticizes the writer
Jack London and his romanticized take
on the wilderness. Have you ever held
someone up on a pedestal? What
happens when you find out that your
idealized perception of a person or
thing is not true?



Anza-Borrego (Ch. 6)

Why is the passage by Thoreau
highlighted by McCandless and
included by Krakauer at the
beginning of this chapter? How
does it apply to McCandless’s

story?

Who is Ronald Franz, and what
is his relationship with
McCandless?

What does Franz do upon
hearing of McCandless’s death?

No man ever followed his gemus rif!_.z'r _mf&léd him, Thnu;gh the
r:esufr_gfgfa.bcgdi{y weakness, yet perhaps no one can say that the
consequences were to be regretted, for these were a life in

" ‘conformity to :higher principles. If the day and the night are

such that you greet them with joy, and life emits a fragrance like

- flowers and sweet-scented herbs, is more elastic, more starry,

tmore immortal,—that is your success. All nature is your
congratulation, and you have cause momentarily to. bless
yourself. The greatest gains and values are farthest ﬁvm being:
appreciated. We easily c_c:-me'ra doubt if they exist. We soon forget

 them. They are the highest reality. . . . The true harvest of my
.. dady !1_;‘%:_:_'; somewhat as intangible and indescribable as the tints
- of morning or evening. It is a little star-dust caught, a segment

of the rainbow which I have clutched,
- HENRY DAVID THOREAU,
- WALDEN, or LiFg IN THE WoODS
PASSAGE HIGHLIGHTED IN ONE OF THE BOOKS FOUND
- WITH CHRIS MCCANDLESS'S REMAINS ..



Carthage (Ch. 7)

What was Wayne Westerberg’s
impression about McCandless’s
future after his Alaskan
adventure?

Wayne says, “Unlike most of us,
[Chris] was the sort of person who
insisted on living out his beliefs”
(67). Do you agree with Wayne? If

so, can you list five or more of
Chris’s beliefs?

What surprising talent did
McCandless reveal the night
before he embarked for Alaska?

. There was some books. . . . One was Pilgrim’s Progresé, about
a man that left his family, it didn't say why. I read considerable

in tt now and then. The statements was interesting, but tough,

‘MARK TwaIN,
THE ADVENTURES OF H UCKLEBERRY FINN

It is _trufe_- that many creative people fail to make mature per-
sonal mianonsﬁxps, and some are extremely isolated, It is also
true that, in some instances, trauma, in the shape of early sepa-

ration or-bereavement, has steered the potentially creative per-

son toward .r,ieue[oping aspects of his personality which can find
fulfillment in comparative isolation. But this does not mean

. that solitary, creative pursuits are themselves pathological. . . .

[Alvoidance behavior is q response designed to protect the
infant from _.be_kaviquml disorganization. If we transfer this
concept to adult life, we can see that an avoidant infant might

very well develop into a person whose principal need was to find

some kiﬂd of meaning and order in life which was not entirely
or even chiefly, dependent upon interpersonal relationships. ’
' ANTHONY STORR,
~ SOLITUDE: A RETURN TO THE SELF



Alaska (Ch. 8)

1. What was the typical response to
Krakauer’s article about
McCandless?

2. This chapter introduces three
eccentric Alaskan characters: Gene
Rossellini, John Waterman, and
Carl McCunn. Why does Krakauer
infuse their life stories into this
study of Chris?

It may, after all, be the bad habit of creative talents to invest

themselves in pathological extremes that yield remarkable
insights but no durable way of life for those who cannot
translate their psychic wounds into significant art or thought.
' THEODORE ROSZAK,
“IN SEARCH OF THE MIRACULOUS"

We have in America “The Big Two-Hearted River” tradition: tak-
ing your wounds to the wilderness for a ciire, a conversion, a
rest, or whatever. And -as in the Hemingway story, if your
wourids arent too bad, it works. But this isn't Michigan (or
Faulkner's Big Woods in Mississippi, for that matter). This is
Alaska.
EpwARD HOAGLAND,
“Up THE BLACK TO CHALKYITSIK"



Davis Gulch (Ch. 9)

1.

Krakauer spends an entire
chapter on Everett Ruess. How is
Ruess similar to McCandless and
how is he different?

By what means is it theorized
that Ruess died?

According to his father, with
what literary character does
Ruess identify? Why?

As to when I shah’ visit cwthzatzon it will not be soon, I
think. I have not tired' of the wzldemess rather I enjoy its beauty
and the vagrant life I lead, more keen!y all the time. 1 prefer the

saddle to the streetcar and star-sprinkled sky to a roof, the
obscure and difficult trail, leading into the unknown, to any -
. paved highway, and the deep peace of the wild to the discontent
bred by cities. Do you blame me then for staying here, where I

feel that I belong and am one with the world around me? It is

true that I miss. mte[hgent compamonshap, but there are so few
‘ with whom I can share the things that mean so much to me that
I have learned to contam myseif It is enough that I am

surmunded with beauty. .
Even fram your-scant: descnpr:on I know that I could not
bear the routine and humdrum of the life that you are forced to

- lead. I don't-think I could ever settle down. I have known too
- much of the depths of life already, and I would prefer anything

to an anticlimax.
. TI-IE LAST LETTER EVER RECEIVED FROM EVERETT RUESS
TO,HIS BRDTHER, WALDO, DATED NOVEMBER 11, 1934

What Everert Ruess was after was beauty, and he conceived
beauty in pretty romantic terms. We might be mclmed to laugh

at the extravagance of his beaury—worshlp if there were not some-

thing almost magnificent in his single-minded dedication to it,
Esthetics as a parlor affectation is ludicrous and sometimes a lit-
tle obscene; as a way of life it sometimes attains dignity. If we
laugh at Everett Ruess we shall have to laugh at John Muir, be-

.cause there was little difference between them except age.

WALLACE STEGNER, -
MORMON COUNTRY .
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Fairbanks (Ch. 10)

What do we find out in
Chapter 107

DYING IN THE WILD, A HIKER RECORDED THE TERROR

ANCHORAGE, Sept. 12 (AP)—Last Sunday a young hiker,
stranded by an injury, was found dead at a remote camp in the
Alaskan interior. No one is yet certain who he was. But his
diary and two notes found at the camp tell a wrenching story of
his desperate and progressively futile efforts to survive.

The diary indicates that the man, believed to be an American
in his late 20's or early 30's, might have been injured in a fall
and that he was then stranded at.the camp for more than three
months. It tells how he tried to save himself by hunting game
and eating wild plants while nonetheless getting weaker.

One of his two notes is a plea for help, addressed to anyone
who might come upon the camp while the hiker searched the
surrounding area for food. The second note bids the world
goodbye. . . .

An autopsy at the state coroner’s office in Fairbanks this
week found that the man had died of starvation, probably in
late July. The authorities discovered among the man's posses-
sions a name that they believe is his. But they have so far been
unable to confirm his identity and, until they do, have declined
to disclose the name.

Tae NEw YORK TIMES,
SEPTEMBER 13, 1992



Chesapeake Beach
(Ch. 11)

1.

What did Chris inherit from his
father?

What do we find out in this chapter
that helps explain Chris’s
disappearance?

On pages 113-114, Krakauer
explores Chris’s idealism,
particularly his desire to help the
hungry and the homeless. What do
you think motivated Chris to help
the less fortunate?

How does Krakauer characterize
Walt McCandless?

iy Evar«yrhmg had changed sudden!y—rhe tone, the moral climate;
you didn't know what to think, wﬁmm to listen to. As if all your
| life you had been led by the hand like a ‘small child and suddenly
you were on yoiur own, ‘you had to learn to walk by yourself,
There was no one around, neither family nor people whose
' “judgment ‘you respected. At such a time you felt-the need of
- committing. yourself to. something absolute—life or truth- or

beauty—of being ruled. by itin place of the man-made-rules that

 had: been cfzscarded You needed-to surrender to some such
o 'ulnmate pmpose more fu!fy, more unreserved!y than you had
| “ever done in the old fam:haﬁ peaceful days, in rhe ald life thar |
' 'was now abolished and gone for good. | B

Boms PASTERNAK |
DOCTOR ZHIVAGO
PASSAGE HIGHLIGHTED IN ONE OF THE ﬁomcs‘ FOUND
' WITH CHRIS MCCANDLESS’S REMAINS,
;- NEED FOR A PURPOSE” HAD BEEN WRITTEN -
1IN MCCANDLESS'S HAND.IN THE MARGIN ABOVE THE PASSAGE.




Annandale (Ch. 12)

1. What discovery did Chris make
about his parents in El Segundo?
Why was this important?

2. What was Chris’s emotional state
during his last year of college?

Rather than love, than money, than fame, give me truth. I sat at
a table where were rich food and wine in abundance, an
obsequious aitendance, but sincerity and truth were not; and I
went away hungry from the inhospitable board. The hospitality
was as cold as the ices.
HENRY DAVID THOREAU,
WaLDEN, or LIFE IN THE WooDs
PASSAGE HIGHLIGHTED IN ONE OF THE BOOKS FOUND WITH
CHR1s MCCANDLESS'S REMAINS,
AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE, THE WORD “TRUTH” HAD BEEN WRITTEN
IN LARGE BLOCK LETTERS IN MCCANDLESS'S HAND.

For children are innocent and love justice, while most of us are
wicked and naturally prefer mercy.
G. K. CHESTERTON



Virginia Beach (Ch. 13)

What does this chapter add to
this book’s portrait of Chris?

The phys:cal domam of the mumry had its counterpart in me.

The trails I made led outward into the hills and s swamps, but they

led mward also. And from the srudy of things underfoot, and

ﬁ'om reading and thinking, came a kind of exploration, myself

and the land. In time the two becamne one in my mind. With the

- gathering force of an essential thing realizing itself out of early
. ground, I faced.in myself a passionate and tenacious longing—
to put away thought forever, and all the trouble it brings, all but

the nearest desire, direct and searching. To take the trail and not .

 look back. Whether on foot, on. showshoes or by sled, into the

summer hills fmd rhe:r late freezing shadows—a high blaze, a
runner track in the snow would show where I had gone Let the

,'resr of mankmd find me if it could.

" JoHN HAINES,
THE STARS, THE SNOW, THE FIRE:
- TWENTY-FIVE YEARS IN THE NORTHERN WILDERNESS



The Stikine Ice Cap (Ch. 14)

1. Why does Krakauer identify with
Chris?

2. What does Krakauer do, and how is
that like Chris?

3. Why do you think Krakauer writes
about himself in this chapter?

1 grew up exuberant in body but with a nervy, craving mind, It

was wanting samethmg more, something mngzble It sought for
reality intensely, always as if it were not there. .
Bur you see at once what I do. I climb.
JoHN MENLOVE EDWARDS,
~ “LETTER FROM A MAN"

1 cannot now tell exactly, it was so long ago, under what cir-
cumstances I first ascended, only that I shuddered as I went
along (I have an indistinct remembrance of having been out
overnight alone),—and then I steadily ascended along a rocky

tidge half clad with stinted trees, where wild beasts haunted, till
1 lost myself quite in the upper air and clouds, seeming to pass
an imaginary line which separates a hill, mere earth heaped up,
from a mountain, into a superterranean grandeur and sublim-

ity. What dasnngmshes that summit above the earthly line, is

_rhat it is unhandselled, awful, grand. It can never become fa-
‘miliar; you are lost the moment you set foot there. You know

the path, but wander, thrilled, over the bare and pathless rock,
as if it were solidified air and cloud. That rocky, misty summit,
secreted in the clouds, was far more thrillingly awful and sub-
lime than the crater of a volcano spouting fire.
- HENRY DAVID THOREAU,
JOURNAL




The Stikine Ice Cap (Ch. 15)

1. How is Krakauer’s relationship with

his father like Chris’s relationship
with Walt McCandless?

What comparisons does Krakauer
make between his climb and Chris
McCandless’s attempt to live in the
Alaskan wilderness?

How does Krakauer know Chris
intended to leave the wilderness?
What stops him?

Does climbing Devil’s Thumb
change Krakauer’s life?

: But we hrﬂe kﬂow um‘zi tried how much of the uncontrollable
there is in us, urging across glaciers and torrents, and up

dangerous heights, let the ;udgemenr forbid as it may.
JOHN MUIR,
THE MOUNTAINS OF CALIFORNIA

| But hcwe you ﬂot:ced the slight curl at the end of Sam II’s
' mourk when he looks at you? It means that he didn't want you

to naime him Sam II, for one thing, and for two other things it

means that he has a sawed-off ir tiis left pant leg, and a baling

hook in his nghz‘ pant leg, and is ready to kill you with either
one of them, given the opportunity. The father is taken aback.

- What he usually says, in such a confrontation, is ‘I changed

your diapers for you, little snot.” This is not the right thing to
say. First, it is not true (mothers change nine diapers out of
ten), and second, it instantly reminds Sam I1 of what he is mad

_'abour He is mad about being small when you were big, but no,
rthm‘s not it, he is mad about being helpless when you were
powerful, but no, not that either, he is mad about being contin-

gent when you were necessary, not quite it, he is insane because
when he loved you, you didn't notice.
' DoNALD BARTHELME,
THE DEAD FATHER




The Alaska Interior
(Ch. 16)

1.

Why does Krakauer want to go to
the bus?

How does Krakauer defend Chris

McCandless in this chapter? (Note

page 182)

I wished to acquire the simplicity, native feelings, and virtues of

savage life; to divest myself of the factitious habits, prejudices
and imperfections of civilization; . . . and to find, amidst the
solitude and grandeur of the western wilds, more correct views
of human nature and of the true interests of man. The season
of snows was preferred, that I might experience the pleasure of
suffering, and the novelty of danger.
EsTwiIcKk Evans,
A PEDESTRIOUS TOUR, OF FOUR THOUSAND MILES,
THROUGH THE WESTERN STATES AND TERRITORIES,
DURING THE WINTER AND SPRING OF 1818

Wilderness appealed to those bored or disgusted with man and
his works. It not only offered an escape from society but also
was an ideal stage for the Romantic individual to exercise the
cult that he frequently made of his own soul. The solitude and
total freedom of the wilderness created a perfect setting for ei-

ther melancholy or exultation.

RODERICK NASH,
WILDERNESS AND THE AMERICAN MIND




‘'he Stampede
rail (Ch. 17)

1. What does Krakauer

speculate happens to Chris
in this chapter?

2. Onthe note included on
pages 197-198, written by
McCandless, why do you
think McCandless uses his
name: Chris McCandless
instead of Alexander
Supertramp?

Nature was here something savage and awful, though beautiful.
I looked with awe at the ground I trod on, to see what the Powers
had made there, the form and fashion and material of their
work. This was that Earth of which we have heard, made out of
Chaos and Old Night. Here was no man’s garden, but the
unhandselled globe. It was not lawn, nor pasture, nor mead, nor
woodland, nor lea, nor arable, nor waste land. It was the fresh
and natural surface of the planet Earth, as it was made forever
and ever,—to be the dwelling of man, we say,—so Nature made
it, and man may use it if he can. Man was not to be associated
with it. It was Matter, vast, terrific—not his Mother Earth that '
we have heard of, not for him to tread on, or to be buried in,—
o, it were being too familiar even to.let his bones lie there,—

 the home, this, of Necessity and Fate. There was clearly felt the

presence of a force not bound to be kind to man. It was a place
of heathenism and superstitious rites,—to be inhabited by men
nearer of kin to the rocks and to wild animals than we. . ..
What is it to be admitted to a museum, o see d myriad of
particular things, compared with being shown some star’s
sutface, some hard matter in its home! I stand in awe of my
body, this matter to which [ am bound has become so strange
to me. I fear not spirits, ghosts, of which I am one,—that my
body might,—but I fear bodies, I tremble to meet them. What is
this Titan that has possession of me? Talk of mysteries! Think
of our life in nature,—daily to be shown matter, to come in
contact with it,—rocks, trees, wind on our cheeks! the solid
earth! the actual world! the common sense! Contact! Contact!
Who are we? where are we? '
HeNRY DaviD THOREAU,
“KTAADN"




The Stampede Trail

(Ch. 18)

1. Describe why McCandless was

unable to depart the wilderness
via his escape route. How did the
Teklanika play a role in Chris’s
intended departure?

What does Krakauer speculate
about McCandless’s desire to
share a life with others if he were
to have successfully walked out of
the wild? (Note page 189)

Describe what Krakauer purports
to be the reason for McCandless’s
death?

. Itisnearly ir_ﬂpos_.sible for modernman to imagine what it is like

to live by hwf;tirzg,.l The life of a hunter is one of hard, seemingly. .
_commuaus overland travel. . A life of ﬁfequent concerns that
the next mtemeptzon may not work thar the trap or the drive will

fail, or that the herds will not appear this season. Above all, the

lifeofa kunter cames with it the rhreat of depnvatzan and deark |

" by starvatwn

JOHN- M. GA‘MP’BELL,
s -THE-HUN@RYSUMMER :

'Now what is hzstory’ It is the centunes of systematw explo |

rations of the riddle of death, with a view to overcoming death.
That’s why people discover mathemat:ca! infinity and electro-

‘magnetic waves; that's why. tkey write symphomes Now, you

can't advanee in this direction without a certainfaith, You can't
make such discoveries without spiritual equipment. And the’
basic elements of this equipment are in the Gospels: What are

they? To begin with, love of one’s neighbor, -which is the
_ supreme form of vital energy, Once it fills the heart of man it has

to overflow and.spend itself. And then the two basic ideals of
modern man—without them he is unthmkabfe—nthe 1dea of free
Eersonality and the 1dea of sze as sacrifice. '
" Boris PASTERNAK,
DOCTOR ZHIVAGD
" PASSAGE HIGHLIGHTED IN ONE OF THE BOOKS FOUND
" WITH CHRISTOPHER MCCANDLESS'S REMAINS;
' © UNDERSCORING BY MCCANDLESS




Epilogue

What did the McCandless family’s visit to
Chris’s camp by the bus give [or fail to give]
Billie and Walt? Be as specific as possible.

Still, the last sad memory hovers round, and sometimes drifts
across like floating mist, cutting off sunshine and chilling the
remembrance of happier times. There have been joys too great
to be described in words, and there have been griefs vipon which
I have not dared to dwell; and with these in mind I say: Climb
if you will, but remember that courage and strength are nought
without prudence, and that a momentary negligence may
destroy the happiness of a lifetime. Do nothing in haste; look well
to each sz‘ep, and from the beginning think what may be the end. -
- EDWARD WHYMPER,
SCRAMBLES AMONGST THE ALPS

We sleep to.time’s hurdy-gurdy; we wake, if we ever wake, to the

. silence of God. And then, when we wake to the deep shores of

time uncreated, ther when the dazzling dark breaks over the far
slopes of time, then it's time to toss things, like our reason,and
our will; then it's time to break our necks for kome

There are no events but thoughts and the heart's hard turning,

_ the heart’s slow learning where to-love and whom. The rest is_

merely. gossip, and mles for other tzmes
' ANNIE DILLARD,
HoLy THE FIRM




Afterward

What new information does Krakauer
learn about the potato seed that likely
played a role in McCandless’s death?




