Faculty Advisor: Ms. Cacoilo

The Hillside Times
A Student Produced Publication
June 2021

Work Hard
&
Be Kind

“Ghost”

Six Book

A Short Story
by Akshara Arvind

Recommendations
By Natalia Placek
1. The Scourge
2. Harry Potter
3. My Fate According to the
Butterfly

4. Loot
5. Holes

(Read it on pg 3).

5th Graders!

6. The Hunger Games
(Summaries on Pg 6)

The 6th Graders are leaving,

Hillside 6th

but not before sending you

Graders!

some friendly advice for next
year!

We wish you the best of luck at
the middle school! Continue to
Work Hard and Be Kind!

Check out Page 5 for what they have
to say!

You are always a Hillside Hawk!

The Hillside Times

PAGE 2

10 Fun Summer Activities
By Rebecca Ribeiro

Illustrations by Natalia Placek
Staying inside and playing on technology is the common way kids spend their time. Doing
activities outside or hanging out with family isn’t done enough, so here are 10 activities to do
this summer!
1. Make up a sport or obstacle course using the things you have around you. For
example, you can use branches or chalk to show a place to run to or jump over.
You can also use jump ropes and soccer balls to create challenges, etc.
2. Go on hikes near your house or try to create new ones by walking around in the
forest or neighborhood. It can be really fun finding all these new things that you
may have never seen before.
3. Go on a scavenger hunt! Get someone from your family or one of your friends and tell them to hide
some items and give many clues on where to find them. You can hide the “treasure” wherever you
want and give as many clues as you’d like, the choice is yours.
4. Whip up a new meal! Find recipes that you really like and try to combine them or create something totally new! It could be very good or one big flop, but either way, it should
be very fun!
5. Host a family or friend trivia! This could either be on face time or in-person. Each person has to
create at least 10 or more questions about themselves. Make sure you keep score and after all the
questions have been answered, tally up who had the most points. The winner can
win something like no chores for a week or 5 dollars. It gets really hectic but it is
also really fun.
6. Go bike riding or skateboarding! Whichever transportation vehicle you have that
is not a car works. It may not seem like much but it is very relaxing and fun!
7. Try not to Laugh! This one can also be done in person or on Facetime. Get your friends and or family together and have each one of them get a glass of water. Each person takes a turn trying to make
the other people laugh. That person can not stop till someone spits out the water and starts to laugh.
Whoever laughs the most can get a consequence like doing everyone’s chores or gives each contestant a dollar.
8. Build a fort! Lots of people already know how to build a fort, but for this, you have to do it outside!
Whether it is made up of sticks or lawn chairs it has to be big enough to go inside!
9. Have an opposite day! Turn your entire weekend backwards by having lunch for breakfast or
breakfast for dinner, or wear your clothes backwards or inside out. The possibilities are endless!
10. Practice something you have been wanting to do. It can be anything like doing a cartwheel or a
new skateboard trick. If you master the trick you will feel really good!
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“‘Ghost!’”

By Akshara Arvind
“Mom, it’s not too late to go back home!” I whined, running my hand through my hair.
“This is our home, sweetie. I promise you won’t regret moving here.” my mother assured, putting her hand on my
shoulder as a form of comfort and assurance. I groaned. I knew for a fact, that I would not like our new “home”. For one,
it was built in the 1920s, and not gonna lie, it looked humongous. But it just gave off this aura that bad things had happened here.
“Mom! This house is literally planted in the middle of nowhere! We don’t even have neighbors!” I complained. The house was a rusted-white color, with a black, brick roof. I felt shivers run down my spine just by looking at it.
“You know the old saying, ‘Don’t judge a book by its cover’. Well, that applies here. Anyway, I’m gonna go to the
store nearby to look for some extra supplies. You can stay alone here and explore this house,” my mom ordered, looking
at the house.
“You’re really going to leave me alone at this… place?” I pointed to the house. My eyes widening at what could
happen to me if I was left alone here. What if there were ghosts? You’re literally twelve years old and you still believe in
ghosts? I scolded myself.
“Yes. You’ll be fine, honey,” she responded. And with that, she got into our ten-year-old black Jeep and drove
away.
“Well… I guess I have to go inside…” I stated the obvious. I opened the brown, antiquated door, jumping at the
“creak” noise it made. Don’t worry, it’s all in your imagination… you can do this.
After giving myself a pep-talk, I saw cardboard boxes everywhere, mentally cringing at the messiness. I checked
out the house. I admit that I may or may not have over-exaggerated when I first saw this house. Maybe mom was right…
I was just lying on my bedroom floor, thinking about my old house. I didn’t really have many friends, to be honest. I guess school was okay. Whoosh! I jolted at the noise. GHOST! GHOST! WHAT IF THERE’S A GHOST?!?!?!?!?
“You’re just imagining things, you’re just imagining things…” I muttered to myself. But like, what if it was a
ghost? A series of “whooshes” followed along. “Wait a minute! What if that’s just the wind?” After making that realization, I burst out laughing. I actually believed it was a ghost. And then, I heard echoes. Which kind of sounded like a chorus warming up. My eyes widened. “It’s probably just a chorus singing nearby… Who am I kidding? This house is literally in the middle of nowhere!” THIS. HOUSE. IS. LITERALLY. HAUNTED.
Maybe I should go downstairs to see what’s happening…. NO! THIS LITERALLY HAPPENS IN EVERY HORROR MOVIE! Just lock the bedroom door and wait for mom to come home, I planned. After forming my plan, I rushed to
the door, closed, and locked it. The bedroom was filled with cardboard boxes, but I knew better than to unpack, make
noise, and notify whatever ghost or spirit that I was here. But, I guess I did when I locked my bedroom door. But just for
cautionary purposes.
“Well, I guess I just wait here until mom comes home… But it’ll probably be some time,” I whispered to myself. The chorus echoes began to get louder and louder and I was starting to freak out. This is all in your head, this is all
in your head, just in your imagination.
The echoes started to get closer too. This ghost really knew how to put on a show. I was literally curled up in a
ball, in the middle of my bedroom floor, hoping that I’d wake up in my safe, not-scary, old house. I even started to pinch
myself. “No! I’m not going to let this ghost get the best of me! If they’re going to try to scare me, I’m gonna be prepared.” I looked through the cardboard boxes for anything I could use for defense. “Aha!” I whisper-yelled, praying the
ghost couldn’t hear me. I held up my old navy-blue baseball bat I got from a Yankees game a long time ago.
I got up and stood near the door so that if the door was opened, the door would open in front of me, keeping my
baseball bat in position. The door silently opened. I made sure I had my baseball bat in hand and waited for the ghost to
enter my room. But I couldn’t hear or see anyone enter...
After waiting behind the door for five-minutes, I thought to myself, What if it’s just mom pranking me? Honestly, I
feel like she would do that. After gathering enough courage, I decided to leave my hiding spot. After slowly tip-toeing out,
I saw something I never expected to see. Only one word could come out of my mouth: “GHOST!”
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The Work of a Teacher
By Rania Reddad
Ever wonder how teachers decide they want to be teachers? Well, the answer to that is in the following paragraphs. Mrs. Geiger, Mrs. Lewis (J Lewis), and
Mrs. Novajosky were interviewed for The Hillside Times to answer those questions.
Drum roll please for our astounding art teacher… Mrs. Novajosky. She became an art teacher because she has always loved working with kids and in high
school her Art teacher really inspired her to become a teacher. It took her 5 years of college to
work as an art teacher. She teaches art because she always had a passion for art and wanted to
share that with the younger generations. She wanted to show kids how amazing it feels to
express yourself and create work you are proud of. Mrs. Novajosky has been working as an art
teacher for 14 years. Tips that she would give students who want to work as a teacher are “To
make sure it's really what they want to do because although very rewarding it is also hard work.”
If she wasn’t a teacher, then she would spend her time painting and drawing. That’s all for Mrs.
Novajosky. Next up is Mrs. Lewis.
Coming up next is one of Hillsides fifth grade LAL teachers. Mrs. Lewis wanted to become a teacher because her father and aunt were teachers
and they were such great role models for her. She also became a teacher
because she would frequently play teacher at home when she was younger. She did 4 years of
college at Susquehanna University. She chose to teach LAL because she’s always loved reading.
She claims, “I’ve always been an avid reader,” and she would be able to mix in other subjects as
well. I was surprised when I heard this but this is her 26th year teaching and 9th year for LAL.
Somethings she would say to students who want to become a teacher is: every day is different
so it's fun and you get to start fresh each September. If she wasn’t a teacher she said “When I
was a little girl I always thought I would be a farmer because I love animals” but “I’ve now
transitioned into wanting to be a Florist.” Such interesting jobs to choose.
Last but certainly not least, Mrs. Geiger. As a kid she would pretend to
be a teacher, and her fifth grade teacher had a big impact on her. She did 4
years of college at Seton Hall University. She doesn’t really know why she
teaches Math, Science, and Social Studies, she just feels more comfortable
with them. She’s been teaching since the year 2001. Some tips she would give
to students who want to become a teacher is to make learning fun. If she wasn’t a teacher she
would be a party planner. I love all the unique job choices that all of the teachers chose.
What things did you find most interesting? All of the teachers that were interviewed enjoyed this very much. Are there any questions you would like to ask your teachers?
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Advice to 5th graders!
BY Rebecca Ribeiro & Annie Morano
Some of our 6th Graders wanted to leave some friendly advice to our 5th Graders!
Charlotte Ribeiro Answers Some Questions!

How do you behave in a sixth-grade class?- Most importantly, just be yourself! But get ready
for some more challenging work and taking on some more responsibilities.
What should they expect from the new school year?- Students should expect more
challenges and a lot more fun! You will get to make new friends from other schools and they
will be your best friends for a long time.
What are things you should expect in each and every class?- One thing to expect is that
teachers do not accept late work at all and they will not tolerate bad behavior.
Also if you have a question on what you are learning or are not sure about, the teachers will
guide you and help you to be a more successful student. So don't be scared to ask for help!!
What general advice do you have for the new sixth graders?- BE YOURSELF!

Frank Morano Answers Some Questions!

How do you behave in a sixth-grade class? -Respecting the teacher and listening to their
directions, not interrupting, and doing the work provided.
What should they expect from the new school year? - Be prepared to do more challenging
work, and be ready for your new teachers.
What are some fun activities that students should look forward to? - adopt-a-spot, backyard
workday, celebrity chef, Forest Fest.
What are things you should expect in each and every class? - be prepared for classwork and
instruction!
What general advice do you have for the new sixth graders? - don’t be disrespectful and take
on more responsibilities.

Dahlia Adams Answers Some Questions!

How do you behave in a sixth-grade class?- You should pay attention to the teacher during
the lesson, don’t talk when the teacher is talking (a simple rule), and be respectful to the
teacher.
What should they expect from the new school year?- There will be a lot more work and you
have to be organized to keep up with all of it.
What are some fun activities that students should look forward to?- In sixth grade science,
you have labs and they are really fun.
What are things you should expect in each and every class? - “Do now” should be done before
class starts in many sixth grade classes.
What general advice do you have for the new sixth graders?- Try to be
organized and have all the materials you need for the class you have that period.
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Six Books to read in your free time
By Natalia Placek
Have you ever gone to the library, but found yourself stuck? No worries! I collected some of my 10 favorite
books and series for you to check out. I tried to put books of every genre in here, so there’s something for
everyone.
If there is a * by the title of the book, that means that it has been turned into a movie.

1. The Scourge By Jennifer A. Nielsen
Genre: Mystery
Series: No
When Ani Mells is captured by the governor’s wardens and forced to take a test for the Scourge, a deadly plague
that is sweeping the land, she gets sent to Attic Island, a colony where the ill do slave work for the rest of their lives.
While there, she quickly realizes that what they have been told is all a lie. With the help of her best friend, she tries
to uncover the secrets of the Scourge while trying not to get fatally sick by her infected inmates.
2. Harry Potter By J.K. Rowling*
Genre: Fantasy, Adventure
Series: Yes (7 books)
I think a lot of you reading this already know the story of Harry Potter. But just in case, I’ll give you a quick overview.
Harry lives with his wicked Aunt Petunia and Uncle Vernon, along with his cousin, Dudley. They all swear that his
parents died in a car crash. All his life, Harry’s done things he couldn’t explain. Making clothes shrink, jumping off
rooftops without a scratch. On his eleventh birthday, he receives a letter from a school of magic called Hogwarts.
This gives him an opportunity for a completely new life with twists and turns on every corner.
3. My Fate According to The Butterfly By Gail D. Villaneuva
Genre: Drama
Series: No
This book takes place in the Philippines, where superstitious Sabrina finds a black butterfly in her house. Her father
always told her stories about the black butterfly, which was an omen of death. According to the tale, Sab has only
one week to live. She scrambles to do everything on her bucket list, getting into some mysterious situations along
the way.
4. Loot By Jude Watson
Genre: Adventure
Series: No
When March McQuin’s dad, a notorious burglar, falls off a cliff, his last two words to his son were “Find jewels.” But
he isn’t talking about the shiny, expensive kind. He’s talking about Jules, a twin sister March didn’t know he had. As
soon as they meet, they’re escorted by police to probably the world’s worst orphanage. It’s the closest thing to prison that isn’t a prison. March and Jules have no intention of staying there. With just one heist, they’ll have riches
many can only imagine.
5. Holes By Louis Sachar*
Genre: Mystery
Series: No
Stanley Yelnats, a kid who always seems to be in the wrong place at the wrong time, is sent to Camp Green Lake, a
camp for juvenile delinquents, for a crime he didn’t commit. However, there’s no lake there. It’s nothing but a barren desert, filled with holes for miles around. Every day, Stanley and his fellow inmates must dig a hole, five feet
deep and five feet wide. This is supposed to “build character”, but Stanley learns that the owner, otherwise known
as the Warden, is looking for something buried deep into the dry dirt.
6. The Hunger Games By Suzanne Collins*
Genre: Action, Sci-Fi
Series: Yes (3 books)
The world Katniss Everdeen lives in is divided into districts. These twelve districts fuel and support the Capitol, the
centerpiece of the entire place. Every year, a boy and a girl between the ages of twelve and eighteen from each district is forced to participate in the Hunger Games, a battle where only one is left standing. When Katniss is chosen,
she must do everything she can to survive.
DISCLAIMER: Make sure a parent or guardian is okay with you reading this book because of the nature of violent
content.
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Summer Crossword Puzzle
BY Akshara Arvind

1.
2.

3.
4.

6.

5.

7.

8.

9.

ACROSS:
1. A star that Earth and other planets in our solar system orbit
5. A sweetened soft food that is frozen and
made of milk
6. A head covering usually as an accessory or way to block the sun
7. A beverage that is made of lemon, water,
and sugar
8. An event where a meal is eaten outdoors
9. A shoe, specifically a sandal, made of usually rubber or plastic that doesn’t have
any heels

DOWN:

1. Usually a cream or lotion that protects your skin from the sun’s rays
2.A relaxing break from school/work
3. A gathering/meal outside where food is cooked over fire or a grill
4. A fruit with green skin and red pulp
8. A small body of water that is deep where people usually swim in
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What it’s Like to be Algerian

By Rania Reddad
Ever wonder what different cultures do? Well I can teach you about a country in
North Africa named Algeria. At the end of reading this passage you’ll know all about
Algerian weddings, instruments, and food.
Heard you're going to a wedding, well don’t forget your earplugs and you shouldn’t
workout today because you’re getting a heavy workout from dancing. You’ll need earplugs
because the music is so loud you could hear it from far away. Even if someone wasn’t invited
to the wedding they’ll cheer for you when you drive to the wedding. When the night is over
and you check your watch don’t be too surprised if you have a lot of steps on there. The
only way to migrate from one side of the room to the other is to dance your way out of the
dance floor. I know that from personal experience.
The top two most popular Algerian instruments are the Oud and the Darbouka. The
Oud is a pear shaped instrument and it usually has 11 strings. Also known as the Goblet
Drum, the Darbouka, is made up out of clay with goat skin stretched on the part where your
hand would go to make a drum like noise. These instruments are very unique and I even have
a Darbouka in my house.
Since I cannot go to Algeria this summer because of
recent events, I randomly
remember the taste of the foods there, it gives me so much
pleasure. Some of the most popular Algerian dishes there
include Couscous (Steamed Semolina with Meat Stew), Tajin
Zitoun [Tah-gin Zeet-oun] (Chicken with green olives), and
Richta (Algerian noodles with broth). My personal favorite is
Richta depending on my mood. What food sounds the most
delicious to you?
Now that you know about Algeria/Algerians, what
other cultures would you like to learn about? Fun facts:
Algeria is the 10th most largest country in the world, and the largest country in Africa.
Algeria has competed in every summer Olympics since 1964. Make sure to watch them at
the Olympics this summer!

Mr. Ferry!
We wish you the best!
Hillside was lucky to
have you and you
will always be a Hawk!

We would like to give a
big Hawk welcome to our
new Principal,
Dr. Tali Axelrod!
We are lucky to have
you!
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Hiking Trails You Should Visit
By: Ashna Hall

If you go on hikes/hiking trails, are you bored from doing the same one over and
over again? Do you want something new? Well I am going
to be telling you 5 cool
hiking trails in Bridgewater! First, rated very highly (four
stars), we have Washington
Valley Park Trail. It is rated moderate. The length is 4.9
miles so you can be exploring for a while! Next we have
Canal Trail. It is rated 4.5 stars and rated easy. It is located
in Duke Island Park. Up next is
Codington Farmstead Nature Trail. It is also rated easy and
its length is about 2 miles long. It is
located in Codington Farmstead. Next we have Chimney
Rock. It is by Washington Valley Park. It is easy and has 4 and a half stars. Concluding this article, we have Buttermilk Farms which is by Washington Valley Park. It is
moderate and is 1.3 miles long! I hope you enjoy these trails that are nearby!

Small Businesses to Support
By: Ashna Hall

You probably know some big companies you order from daily; Amazon, Target, Walmart, Costo and many more! But would you like to learn more about unique
small businesses you can support? First we have etsy.com; you can order soaps
that look like very beautiful and unique rocks! There are so many colors!
Next we have mysecretwoods.com. They create rings with designs so realistic
it almost seems fake!
Next up I have littleostu.com. If you need supplies get it from here! They have
cool/modern office supplies, stationary, planners to be organized and so much more!
Second to last we have something similar. Mokuyobi.com. They have purses, tee-shirts, pants, backpacks
and other things too. These items are not ordinary
colors, they have patterns and all sorts of colors that you
thought didn’t go together! Lastly, leannalinswonderland.com. It has things of all kinds! A few are: masks, reusable shopping bags, cards, stickers, earrings, and other items
too! I hope you like them and check them out!
Which one did you like best?
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Ten Ways To Be More Productive
By Akshara Arvind

1. Use Your Agenda

All I can say is that it’s there for a reason. By using your agenda, you are more likely not to forget to do
your homework, because sometimes, we can’t rely on our brain to remember everything.

2. Take Breaks

If you work for thirty minutes, give yourself a five to ten-minute break. This way you don’t overwork yourself and feel refreshed when you go back to your work. But make sure you go back to doing your work
after the break.

3. Get A Good Amount of Sleep

Pediatricians recommend that middle school kids get about nine hours of sleep. But how much sleep do
you usually get? It’s crucial that you get enough sleep so you feel alert and energized during the day. And
not just school-wise, but health-wise too. And many health problems are linked to sleep-deprivation.

4. Eat Healthy Food

In order for you to feel energized throughout the day, not only should you get enough sleep, but eat nutritious foods. Although you’ll feel energized after eating sugar-filled food, that energy will not last. So you
must eat healthy food to be more focused and productive during the day.

5. Get Enough Exercise

It is proven that exercise improves your academic performance. You’ll also have enough energy to do
your work. And along with that, you’ll just be in a good mood in general.

6. Check Your Gmail Regularly

How often do you check your school Gmail? Although those 1,125 unread emails may seem overwhelming to look through, there could be something really important in them. For example, that grade for your
math test. And it’s important to utilize Gmail. What if you have a question about something after
school? Then, you could email your teacher about it and get an answer before it’s too late.

7. Stop Procrastinating

I know, it’s difficult, but it’s necessary. Procrastination is basically when you keep on delaying a task you
need to finish. If you do this, you could experience stress, anxiety, sometimes even low self-esteem or depression. Don’t think about how procrastination can affect your grade, but think about how it can affect
your health.

8. Set Goals For Yourself And Achieve Them

By setting and achieving goals, students will be able to gain skills crucial throughout their years of school,
and even in adulthood. By setting goals, time-management and planning abilities can be acquired. When
you achieve your goals, you’ll feel a boost in self-confidence and satisfaction, even if it’s a small goal.

9. Have An Assigned Study Space

Have a designated area with no distractions and everything you need (snacks, water, stationery, computer,
etc.). By having all these necessities, it would limit the amount of time you would waste on getting them
when you could be spending your time more productively.

10. Reward Yourself

Homework may seem like a very boring task, but if you finish your homework and then reward yourself,
that might just change. It is scientifically proven that if you reward yourself after doing a task, your brain
will think more positively of it. And along with that, you’ll also be more motivated to do your homework.
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Sudoku Challenge!
Try your best to complete this Sudoku!
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Maze of Masks
Comic by: Semilore Jegede
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