
 Rectory School is an Independent, Coed, Junior Boarding (5-9) and Day School (Early Childhood-9)





Rectory’s Middle School welcomes students to a vibrant community where 
understanding your child is our priority. We embrace the uniqueness of every 
student but also set high expectations, understanding that challenges are 
growth opportunities. Our faculty is dedicated to cultivating an environment 
where each student is encouraged to push their boundaries, surpassing their 
expectations while receiving the support they need to thrive.

At Rectory, we empower students to step outside their comfort zones and 
explore new horizons. While this journey may include moments of uncertainty 
or stumbling blocks, it ultimately leads to developing essential life skills.

The outcome: Students who understand themselves and the world around 
them. Students who can speak frankly about their strengths and their 
weaknesses. Students who aren’t just ready for their next school…they are 
prepared for life.

At Rectory School, 



ACADEMICS

The cornerstone of Rectory’s school experience, academics equip 
students with knowledge and skills essential for their intellectual 
and personal development. Students gain confidence and character, 
learn to advocate for themselves, and employ strategies that 
support their individual learning styles.

middle school 
curriculum:



middle school 
curriculum:

ADVISORY
Advisors serve as our students’ primary advocates 
and are the first point of contact for parents. 
Through frequent in-school meetings, advisors 
develop strong relationships with their advisees 
and gain a comprehensive understanding of 
their students’ strengths, support needs, and 
social-emotional development. By integrating 
social-emotional learning into their guidance, 
advisors help students build essential skills such 
as self-awareness, empathy, and resilience. Best of 
all, students know they can consult their advisors 
about all areas of school life, fostering a supportive 
and holistic educational experience.

ENRICHMENT
Enrichment is an opportunity tailored to students’ 
unique learning journeys where students practice 
and learn to advocate for themselves. All students 
connect one-on-one with a faculty member. This 
personalized support allows students to address their 
individual needs, challenges, and interests, ensuring 
increased self-confidence and academic growth.

Electives
Electives provide students with an exploratory 
experience in a variety of disciplines such as 
robotics, sports media, aquaponics, yearbook, 
and debate. We encourage our students to 
explore their interests and passions through 
our elective program.

health and wellness
Health and Wellness addresses the topics of healthy 
habits (technology use, nutrition, relationships, and 
substances), equity, and responsibility. Students 
develop self-awareness and personal management 
skills through goal setting, teamwork, and peer 
communication exercises. Courses are designed 
to give students the tools to understand the 
importance of making decisions that reflect mental, 
emotional, and physical health and social balance. 
Coursework integrates current events and social 
media through reflective discussions with students. 
We encourage students to make informed decisions 
about the challenges and choices they face as they 
develop into young adults. 

Nurturing Growth Beyond Academics
Rectory provides diverse opportunities alongside core classes to foster academic and social 
development. These include advisory, electives, enrichment, and health and wellness, 
complemented by dedicated time for art, music, and athletics. Such offerings empower 
students to explore their interests, cultivate a well-rounded skill set, and hone essential 
social skills, preparing them for success in today’s diverse and interconnected world.



meet noora Noora has been a boarding student at Rectory since sixth 
grade. As she enters ninth grade, she anticipates stepping into a 
leadership role. “I appreciate the opportunities available here that 
weren’t present at my previous school. At Rectory, I can engage in 
student council, serve as a proctor, and contribute to SHIELD. 
While all electives are fantastic, I particularly enjoy participating 
in the community service elective.”

example of NOORA’s  8th grade day at rectory

6:45 am: Rising Bell

7:30 am: Breakfast

8:00 am: Advisory	

8:15 am: G Period Spanish 1   Trabajando en mi árbol genealógico!

9:15 AM: A Period Physical Science

10:15 AM: Break  Catching up with my friends at the Seaward Pavilion.

10:30 AM: B Period World Drumming Elective

11:30 AM: C Period Small Group 

12:30 PM: Lunch                 Pulled pork sandwiches...YUM!

1:00 PM: D Period Early Global Studies 

2:0o PM: ORCHESTRA 

3:00 PM: Sports, Girls Varsity Soccer 

4:30 PM: Dorm  Time to shower and get ready for dinner.

6:00 PM: Dinner                 Chicken stir-fry & brownies...THE BEST! 

6:30 PM: Evening Study Hall

8:00 PM: Dorm  

9:45 PM: Tech Collection

10:00 PM: Lights Out 

A DAY IN THE LIFE
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We’re working on a lab 

about why apples tu
rn 

yellow
 and how to p

revent 

that fro
m happening.

I was a leader in this class and I got to play the 

Djembe, which is a really big drum! I’ve been able 

to explore my passion for drumming!

This is o
ne of my best 

classes! I’m with a group 

of very deep thinkers. 

I just did a project on
 

Septimius Severus. 

I’m also le
arning how 

to m
anage my time—

this is 
a lot o

f work 

but I ca
n get it d

one 

because of m
y time 

management skills. 

Chilling with my friends and 

catching up on Insta!

I enjoy soccer—

I’m right wing. 

My coach made 

it fun and I was 

able to improve 

my game and I’m 

really fast!

Working on my descriptive essay of the house in There Will Come Soft Rains for English. I wrote a description of the family who used to live in the house! 
(editor’s note: Noora earned a 100% on her essay!)

Good
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ht!



example of NOORA’s  8th grade day at rectory

Meet Jack

JACK has been a DAY student 
at Rectory since SIXTH grade. 

8:00 AM: Assembly 	8:15 AM: E Period Music 9:15: Spring Musical Elective10:15: Break Playing pickleball with my friends on the outside courts!

10:30 AM: F Period: History  I’m working on my Decades Project! 

11:30 AM: Lunch                 Sausage and peppers Stromboli with marinara on the side!

12:30 PM: G Spanish 1A Comic Strip1:00 PM: A Period Pre-Algebra 2:00 PM: B Period earth science3:00 PM: Sports Varsity Tennis4:30 PM: Dorm because it’s FUN FRIDAY! 
6:00 PM: Dinner Cookout with my boarding friends!

6:30 PM: Fun Friday Activity8:00 PM: pick up

Taiko Drumming and start 
my Instrument Research 
assignment.

This is my first time participating in the Spring 

Musical and I’m in the ensemble! I’m memorizing 

my lines and enjoying trying new things! 

example of Jack’s  7th grade day at rectory

If we are traveling for 5 hours at 20 miles 

an hour, using the formula y=mx, how far 

have we travelled?

There are six layers in soil: organic, 

topsoil, subsoil, leeching, partially 

weathered rock, and rock.

My parents will pick me up at the Groom Dining Hall!

noora!

jack!



At Rectory, our Learning Services go 
beyond academics to empower students 
with essential life skills. From organization 
and study techniques to self-advocacy and 
self-awareness, we foster a supportive 
environment where every learner can 
thrive. Our primary goal is to help students 
understand their unique learning styles 
and actively participate in their educational 
journey, preparing them not only for 
secondary school but for success in all 

aspects of life. Both individual and small 
group methods of instruction are available, 
ensuring that each student receives 
personalized attention and support. Whether 
it’s executive functioning skills, ADHD 
support, dyslexia, specialized learning, SSAT 
preparation, individualized enrichment, or 
English Language Learning (ELL), we provide 
comprehensive resources to meet the diverse 
needs of our students and propel them 
toward a bright future.

SIGNATURE PROGRAMS

LEARNING SERVICES
Across our Smith Learning Center programs, students receive tailored support while fully 
engaging in our rigorous academic curriculum and extracurricular activities. 



Jackson started in the Early Childhood Program (CARe). He has 
taken advantage of Rectory's Learning Services Program since 
elementary school. As he enters his ninth-grade year at Rectory,  
he has overcome the challenges of dyslexia and is now reading 
above grade level.

First grade was tough. I struggled to keep up with my classmates 
because I couldn’t understand books the way my classmates did. I 
was diagnosed with dyslexia in the second grade. It was tough to 
accept—I felt like I wasn’t the same as everyone else, like everyone 
was above me; it was definitely a shot to take. When I was paired with 
my learning specialist in second grade, it felt like a step in the right 
direction. We clicked immediately. That connection helped me start 
making progress. We continued working during the summer program, 
and I caught up with my classmates in reading. 

Transitioning from Rectory’s Individualized Instructional Program (IIP) 
to small group this year felt like a natural progression. I focused on my 
time management and organizational skills. I’ve done so well that I no 
longer need the extra support from the Learning Services Program. 

I’ve come a long way. Graduating from the Learning Services Program 
was a big deal for me. It showed how much progress I’ve made. Today, 
I’m not just keeping up; I’m surpassing expectations. I’m reading 
comfortably above my grade level. None of this would have been 
possible without the support of my teachers and the learning specialists 
who helped me every step of the way. I’ve come a long way and am so 
glad about it. 

accelerated MATH PROGRAM
Our math program offers classes from the 
fundamentals of math through Algebra and 
extends to Pre-Calculus. Our students develop 
their mathematical thinking and problem-
solving strategies, while critical-thinking skills 
are developed and reinforced through problem-
solving exercises. Students are challenged and 
have opportunities to take accelerated courses, 
which focus on understanding the “why,” and 
solving real-life problems.

HONORS COURSES
Rectory offers 9th-grade honors courses in 
English and physics. These courses provide 
additional opportunities for students who 
consistently demonstrate high academic 
achievement. With an added emphasis on 
mathematics and writing, more group work, 
and less teacher support, students in these 
advanced classes are gaining the knowledge and 
resources they need to succeed in all of their 
high school subjects.

Meet Jackson



SIGNATURE PROGRAMS

TWO-YEAR GLOBAL STUDIES 
Students in grades 8 and 9 study history, civics and government, and geography through a 
global lens. Exploring the interaction between and among history, the social sciences, and 
the humanities, students learn to apply their knowledge and understanding as responsible 
global citizens. 

BIGELOW HONORS PROGRAM
Students who demonstrate exceptional achievement across all disciplines are invited to 
join this academic honors program as Bigelow Scholars. Participation allows students to 
advance their development in critical thinking, problem-solving, design thinking, creativity, 
evaluation, communication, resilience in learning, self-advocacy, and empathy. They can 
access specific courses such as global journeys, business entrepreneurship, French, Latin, 
Chinese, and more.



May Experiential Learning Program
Rectory’s signature May Experiential Learning 
Program (MELP) provides alternative learning 
through creativity and problem-solving. A myriad 
of different programs take place during one week of 
the spring term and offer students an opportunity 
to explore creative, hands-on learning outside of 
the classroom. Community service forms part 
of each MELP experience; students volunteer at 
charter schools, food pantries, soup kitchens, and 
participate in beach cleanups. 

great MELP adventures have included:
Westward Bound!
Sunday: Getting an early start to the week as we  
travel to Utah and check into the hotel.
Monday: Renting our E-bikes in St. George to explore 
Snow Canyon State Park before exploring the 
Frontier Museum.
Tuesday: Bryce Canyon National Park: Hiking to 
Inspiration Point and then joining a Ranger-led  
geology program at Sunset Point!
Wednesday: Horseback ride through Zion National  
Park before hiking Emerald Pools, Kayenta Trail,  
and Riverside Walk.
Thursday: UTV canyon ride to rappel into the slot 
canyons, lunching at Coral Pink Sand Dunes State Park, 
then off to sand boarding and sand sledding.
Friday: After an amazing adventure, we’re on our  
way back to Rectory!

Student Development and Leadership
Students embark on a journey of self-discovery 
and leadership at Rectory School through our 
dynamic Student Development and Leadership 
program. Students explore important topics like 
personal accountability, responsible technology 
use, and overcoming challenges with engaging 
guest speakers. In grade breakouts, they tackle 
problems and engage in discussions aimed at 
honing essential skills such as communication, 
problem-solving, and empathy. Our program 
encourages critical thinking, collaboration, and the 
cultivation of confidence and a positive mindset, 
empowering students to become the competent 
and trustworthy leaders of tomorrow. 



Artistic Exploration in Performing 
Arts and Studio Arts
Rectory’s diverse art programs offer invaluable 
opportunities for creative expression and personal growth. 
Imagination and innovation, fostered by immersion in the 
arts, spill into the classroom and enhance our students’ 
academic skill development. 

the arts

Performing Arts
We believe students don’t know what they will enjoy 
until they give it a try. Because of this, all students are 
required to enroll in a performing arts class each year. 
As students progress through the grade levels we offer a 
more comprehensive range of performing arts choice.

Studio Arts
Creative expression in studio arts provides opportunities 
for self-expression and learning to work independently 
on projects. Through studio arts, students build 
confidence, develop their passions, and connect hands-
on creativity with practical knowledge and learning. They 
experience personal growth and discover new ways to 
express themselves.



Building Skills, Confidence, 
and Camaraderie
Students experience the thrill of competition and the camaraderie of teamwork with Rectory’s 
dynamic athletics program! More than just a way to stay fit, our athletics instill lifelong 
determination, self-confidence, and sportsmanship values. While inter-school competition 
is a key component, our focus remains on individual success, skill development, and the joy 
of playing as a team. With multiple levels of sports available, students can find their perfect 
match regardless of age or experience. Whether joining a highly competitive varsity team or 
honing fundamental skills in developmental teams, every student can grow, succeed, and 
thrive. With mandatory participation in all three seasons, Rectory ensures that every student 
can find their place on the field, court, or track, where they can flourish and reach their full 
athletic potential.

ATHLETICS



Residential Life 
Experience a world of opportunities 
at Rectory School! If you’re seeking 
more than what local schools can 
offer–whether it’s academic support 
or enrichment, a wider variety of 
arts, or athletics–we provide the 
perfect environment for your child  
to flourish. 

STUDENT life



building relationships
and long-lasting
friendships
At Rectory School, students thrive in a supportive and challenging environment 
that fosters self-awareness, confidence, and a passion for learning. Rectory 
School provides a home away from home for both boarding and day students, 
ensuring that each individual’s needs are met and encouraging them to 
contribute their unique talents to the Rectory family.



			 

STUDENT life

Why Boarding at Rectory? 
Our boarding environment provides a 
supportive “home away from home,” where 
dormitory parents offer guidance and support 
throughout the middle school years. Faculty-
student connections are formed naturally, 
creating a nurturing atmosphere filled with 
academic growth, delicious meals, athletic 
pursuits, and enjoyable activities. Parents 
and dormitory parents work hand-in-hand
to ensure a positive residential experience 
for our boarding students, making Rectory 
the ideal place to thrive and grow.

Weekends at Rectory
Weekends at Rectory School are filled with 
fun activities and opportunities for relaxation. 
Students eagerly sign up for weekend trips 
and events, choosing from a variety of options 
including structured athletic contests like 
Basketball Tournaments and World Cup Soccer 
matches, as well as individualized fitness activities 
such as gym games, hiking, and mountain biking. 
Additionally, weekends include Sunday morning 
study hall and dorm activities to foster a warm and 
homely atmosphere for all students. With a range 
of activities both on and off campus, students have 
the chance to suggest and participate in activities 
they’re passionate about, ensuring an enjoyable 
junior boarding school experience for everyone.



			 

Dorm Bonding Activities:
•	 Strengthen dorm camaraderie with faculty-hosted
	 dinner and movie nights, fostering connections 		
	 over meals and movies.

•	 Bond over classic and modern board games, sparking
	 laughter and friendly competition among dorm mates.

•	 Unleash your creativity during craft night, where you
	 can express yourself through various artistic 
	 endeavors alongside fellow residents.

•	 Gather around the fire pit for cozy evenings of making
	 s’mores, sharing stories, and forging lasting 		
	 friendships under the starry sky.

Off-Campus Excursions:
•	 Embark on exciting off-campus excursions with visits 	
	 to aquariums, museums, and movie theaters.

•	 Cheer on your favorite college teams with outings to 	
	 college athletics games.

•	 Take a break from routine with trampoline park,
	 bowling, and mini-golf outings.

•	 Hit the slopes and embrace the thrill of skiing,
	 carving through fresh powder and creating 		
	 unforgettable memories.

On-Campus Adventures:
•	 Experience the adrenaline rush of basketball, 
	 dodgeball, and capture the chicken in Calhoun Gym!

•	 Join Faculty vs. student soccer games, carnivals, 
	 outdoor movies, and Humans vs. Zombies tag battles 
	 on Rectory’s outdoor fields.

•	 Conquer heights and push your limits on our high 
	 ropes course, or take on exciting challenges close 
	 to the ground on our low ropes course.

•	 Engage in friendly competition with pickleball,
	 4-square, or outdoor basketball at the 
	 Seaward Pavilion.

•	 Unleash your inner star with karaoke, music 		
	 practice, minute-to-win-it challenges, or movie 		
	 nights in the Scripps Auditorium at the P.Y. & Kinmay 	
	 Tang Performing Arts Center.

•	 Chill out with movies, sports games, or board 
	 games in The Wolf Den Student Lounge.

•	 Let your creativity soar with arts & crafts, 
	 eco-brick building, and open art projects at the 		
	 Collins Art Barn.

•	 Dive into a world of imagination with quiet reading 	
	 and board games in the peaceful Hettinger Library.

•	 Get hands-on with slime making, baking, gingerbread
	 house crafting, and cookie decorating in the George 
	 Groom Dining Hall.

•	 Don’t miss out on unforgettable seasonal events
	 like the Halloween Extravaganza and the
	 Masquerade Dinner Dance.



preparing strong leaders and 
confident individuals for 9th-Grade, 
Graduation, and Beyond.

READY for

THE NINTH-GRADE YEAR instills the attributes 
critical for success at the secondary level: 
leadership, confidence, and perseverance. 
Leadership and service opportunities, such 
as dorm proctor, athletic team captain, or 
running for student council, enable our 9th 
graders to examine who they are and what 
they can accomplish as young adults, while 
a rigorous and dynamic curriculum prepares 
them for secondary schools that are among 
the most recognized in the nation. 

THE NINTH-GRADE CAPSTONE PROJECT provides an 
opportunity for our students to explore and 
consider solutions to issues that are present 
in today’s society. Ninth graders work with 
their history, English, science, and related arts 
teachers who provide guidance throughout the 
process of selecting a topic, researching, writing 
an essay, interviewing an expert, and presenting 
their informational poster. Culminating with 
the Capstone Fair, faculty, students, and outside 
visitors are invited to view and discuss these 
projects with the students.

Secondary school advising



Recent secondary school 
matriculation includes:
Asheville School
Avon Old Farms
Berkshire School
Blair Academy
Brooks School
Cambridge School of Weston
Cate School
Choate Rosemary Hall
Concord Academy
Culver Academies
Cushing Academy
Deerfield Academy
Dublin School
Eagle Hill School
Episcopal High School
Ethel Walker School
Frederick Gunn School
Governor’s Academy
Hill School
Hopkins School
Hotchkiss School
Hun School of Princeton
Kent School
Kents Hill School
Kimball Union Academy
Lawrence Academy
Lawrenceville School
Loomis Chaffee School
Marianapolis Prep School
Masters School
McCallie School
Mercersburg Academy
Middlesex School
Millbrook School
Milton Academy
New Hampton School
Northfield Mount Hermon School
Phillips Academy Andover
Pomfret School
Portsmouth Abbey School
Proctor Academy
Salisbury School
South Kent School
St. Andrew’s School, RI
St. George’s School
St. Mark’s School
Stevenson School
Suffield Academy
Tabor Academy
Taft School
Western Reserve Academy
Westminster School
Westtown School
Wilbraham & Monson Academy
Williston Northampton School
Woodstock Academy
Worcester Academy 

SECONDARY SCHOOL ADVISING 
Rectory students matriculate at a wide variety 
of secondary schools. Students attend both 
independent (boarding and day) and public 
secondary schools. No matter which high school 
environment is right for the student and family, 
Rectory supports the search process, and students 
find they are well prepared academically and socially 
for their secondary school experience.



rectory students are 
prepared for life.

rectoryschool.org
528 Pomfret Street
Pomfret, CT 06258 
(860) 928-1328 
admissions@rectoryschool.org

Rectory School complies with all applicable civil rights laws and does not  
discriminate on the basis of any protected characteristics in any of its educational 
programs or activities, including employment.


