
Welcome to 
Innovations!

2020-2021



Zoom 
Etiquette

Mute your 
microphone

Have your video 
on unless told to 
turn it off

Ask questions in 
the chat

Show respect to 
the speaker



Welcome Poll

1. How do you feel about school starting?

a) Excited

b) Nervous
c) Wait...school is starting

d) Mixed feelings
e) Unsure

2. Would you rather wear winter clothes all year long or summer 
clothes all year long?
a) Winter Clothes

b) Summer Clothes

3. Would you rather never play video games again or never use your 
favorite mobile app again?

a) Never play video games again

b) Never use favorite mobile app again

4. Would you rather spend a day without your phone or a day with no 
people at all?

a) Day with your phone

b) Day with no People at all



What do I need 
to have done 
by the end of 
the week?

Meet with my mentor

Be able to log onto Canvas

Have my classes on 
my Canvas dashboard

Know when my live Zoom 
meetings are held



Meet our Amazing 
Faculty!



Pam Pedersen

 Principal of Innovations Early College High School –We have the best teachers!

 I'm thrilled to be starting my third year at Innovations!

 I've been in the district for over 20 years and have worked at East HS, West HS 
and Northwest MS as a teacher, assistant principal and grant writer.

 I am available to meet with parents almost all of the time! Email me or call for an 
appointment. I want to work with you to make the year excellent for all students.



Amanda 
Johnson

 Administrative Assistant, 
Attendance, Registrar, and GEAR 
UP Coordinator

 4th year at Innovations

 Find me in the office



Nicole Kioa

 School Counselor

 5th year at Innovations

 1 year in Tennessee prior



Craig Scott

 Special Education

 Art and Art History

 26 years in SLCSD

 8 years at Innovations



Kristy Proesch

 P.E. & Health

 I have been teaching in the 
district for 34 years.

 The past 32 have been at West 
High where I taught P.E. and 
Math. Also I coached Volleyball 
and Softball there. I was 
the Athletic Director for 18 years. 

 This will be my 1st year at 
Innovations High School.



Franz Villate

US History

US Government

Yearbook

 10 years as Social Studies 
teacher

 3 years at Innovations HS

 Hablo Español



Megan Inama

Geography

World History

Financial Literacy

Psychology

Student Senate

 I have been a teacher at Innovations 
for 8 years, since it first opened!

 My last name rhymes with llama.



Dana Savage

Language Arts 9,

Language Arts 10,

Book Club,

Senate

Innovations: 7 yearss



Elena Davis

 (Reading Specialist /Reading and ELD)

 - 7 years at Innovations High School

 -13 years teaching experience

 - Masters in Reading K-12

 "One child, one teacher, one pencil, can change 
the world" -Malala Yousafzai



Phillip Howard
Language Arts 11 and 12

This is my 10th year teaching. 
Half of that was teaching 
English as a Foreign 
Language in Japan.



 Welcome to Inno!



Chris Walter

 Chemistry, Physics, Exploring 
Computer Science

 Innovations: 8 years

 Other schools: 5 years



Ken O’Brien
• Teacher – I've been in the 

district for over 20 years

• I'm teaching Earth Science 
and Biology this year

• I can't wait to get to know 
you!



Darilyn Merrill
 Secondary Math III

 Math Decision Making

 Teaching History:

 This is my 6th year at 
Innovations!

 Previous Teaching 
Experience - 4 years



Arwin Alitagtag

 Secondary Math I

 2nd year at Innovations

 3 years with Davis School District

 3 years in the New York City Public School



Joie Ellis
 Secondary Math II

 7th Year at Innovations

 3rd Year as a teacher



Gilbert Alvarez

 Intervention Specialist

 2nd year at Innovations

 Worked as counselor for 24 years



Mary Woodall
• Paraprofessional Tutor

• 2nd year at Innovations

• Tutoring Subjects: Language 
Arts, Social Studies, Biology, Art, 
and some college courses

• I also work with Mrs. Davis with her 
Reading and ELD classes

• 15+ years teaching 
experience, Preschool thru 
university level

• Bachelor's and Master's degrees in 
Fine Art (Photography/Digital 
Media)

• Utah Educator License, Level 1



Allison Borzoni
• Language Arts Tutor

• Was at 
Innovations, went and 
got her master's, and 
now she is back



Trieste Palmer
• Language Arts Tutor

• First year at Innovations



Isaac Griss Salas

• Tutor: Math and Physics

• Innovations: 2 years



Tayne Helsel
• Math and science tutor

• First year at Innovations



Andrew Winegar

 Chemistry, Physics, Earth Science, and Math

 4th year at Innovations



Parker Pearson
• Math and Science Tutor

• 3rd year at Innovations



Emilie Warden

 Social Studies and Language Arts Tutor

 4th year at Innovations



Athena Jaskowski

 Tutor
 Language Arts

 Social Studies

 Art

 2nd year at Innovations



Daily 
Expectations

Log into Canvas

Check Canvas messages/school email

Complete four to six assignments

Attend live meetings or watch recorded meetings

Meet with teachers or tutors via Zoom

*Your mentor can adjust the daily goals and plan to fit your student



Weekly 
Expectations

Meet with mentor OFTEN Stay on pace for each of your 
classes



Term 
Expectations

Complete at least 6 classes 
(1.5 Credits)

Try to complete more than 8 
classes (2+ Credits)



Expectations
Poll

1. How many assignments should you complete each DAY

a) 1-2

b) 2-3

c) 3-4

d) 4-6

e) I have to complete school work each day….?

2. Do you have to meet with your mentor teacher each week?

a) Yes, there is no one else I would want to meet each week 
with!

b) Nope, ain't nobody got time for that!

3. How many classes do you need to complete each term to stay on 
pace to graduate on time?

a) 2

b) 3

c) 4

d) 5

e) 6+



What does it 
mean to be an 
Innovations 
Student?

I will:

 Stay safe, stay healthy, be 
kind

 Communicate with my 
mentor

 Create, adjust, and follow a 
personalized plan

 Work hard every day and try 
to get ahead (4-6 
assignments minimum)

 Overcome challenges with 
patience

 Seek help from 
tutors/teachers

 Make and follow a post-high 
school plan



Questions?
Please type questions in the chat!


