Fahrenheit 451
Freshman English Summer Reading One-Pager
TEXT: Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
April.Bacon@Startford.org; Stuart.Hubbard@stratford.org
Both Ms. Bacon and Ms. Hubbard are happy to answer your questions!

Assignment Part One: One-Pager
Pick a character who EITHER contributes to OR rejects the dystopian society
(see definition on page 4) in Fahrenheit 451. You may choose from: Montag,
Beatty, Clarisse, Mildred, or Faber. Using the instructions on page 2, create a
one-pager centered around that character and the dystopia portrayed in the
novel. A one-pager is a SINGLE page of text and illustrations dedicated to a
book or topic. At left: One-pager of Shakespeare’s Macbeth (credit: Cult of
Pedagogy).

Important Notes
•

BOTH PARTS OF THIS ASSIGNMENT ARE INDEPENDENT ASSIGNMENTS. This means that you
may not work with another student – or anyone else – on them. The work must be entirely your
own.

•

CONSULTING AN OUTSIDE SOURCE SUCH AS SPARKNOTES OR SHMOOP IS AN HONOR CODE
VIOLATION. If we suspect you have used any outside source, we will consider it a disciplinary
issue and will turn your work over for investigation.

•

YOUR GRADES ON YOUR SUMMER READING WORK ARE VERY IMPORTANT. They have a BIG
impact on your average for the first quarter. Since there typically aren’t many grades earned
during the first quarter, each grade counts more heavily. Earning a zero or an F (even a C or a B)
on this work will have serious and lingering consequences.

•

Note that average work will earn you an average grade. Putting in minimal effort will earn you
no higher than a C. Although you will not earn a high grade based on effort alone (it’s about
overall QUALITY), If you wish to earn a higher grade, your work should be insightful and
thoughtfully completed, which will require additional effort. Please do NOT wait until the last
minute to complete the assignment. While it is meant to be enjoyable, it does require critical
analysis. Take this work seriously and do your best.
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Definitions and Characteristics
Utopia: A place, state, or condition that is ideally perfect in respect of politics, laws, customs, and
conditions.
Dystopia: A futuristic, imagined universe in which oppressive societal control and the illusion of a
perfect society are maintained through corporate, bureaucratic, technological, moral, or totalitarian
control. Dystopias, through an exaggerated worst-case scenario, make a criticism about a current trend,
societal norm, or political system.
Characteristics of a Dystopian Society
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Propaganda is used to control the citizens of society.
Information, independent thought, and freedom are restricted.
A figurehead or concept is worshipped by the citizens of the society.
Citizens are perceived to be under constant surveillance.
Citizens have a fear of the outside world.
Citizens live in a dehumanized state.
The natural world is banished and distrusted.
Citizens conform to uniform expectations. Individuality and dissent are bad.
The society is an illusion of a perfect utopian world.

Types of Dystopian Controls
Most dystopian works present a world in which oppressive societal control and the illusion of a perfect
society are maintained through one or more of the following types of controls:
•
•

•
•

Corporate control: One or more large corporations control society through products, advertising,
and/or the media. Examples include Minority Report and Running Man.
Bureaucratic control: Society is controlled by a mindless bureaucracy through a tangle of red
tape, relentless regulations, and incompetent government officials. Examples in film include
Brazil.
Technological control: Society is controlled by technology—through computers, robots, and/or
scientific means. Examples include The Matrix, The Terminator, and I, Robot.
Philosophical/religious control: Society is controlled by philosophical or religious ideology often
enforced through a dictatorship or theocratic government.

The Dystopian Protagonist
•
•
•
•

often feels trapped and is struggling to escape.
questions the existing social and political systems.
believes or feels that something is terribly wrong with the society in which he or she lives.
helps the audience recognizes the negative aspects of the dystopian world through his or her
perspective.
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Assignment Part Two: Vocabulary
•

For each vocabulary word below, find both a definition and an example of use from Fahrenheit
451. The first vocab word below is completed as an example.
o Definitions: copy/paste the definition that applies to HOW the word is used in the
context of the sentence as it appears in Fahrenheit 451. Please note that the definition
must be in quotation marks to signal that you are using someone else’s words. Include
the part of speech. If you complete just this part of the vocabulary assignment correctly,
you can earn a maximum grade of C-.
o Example of usage: In addition, copy the sentence from the book in which all 50 of the
words appear, MLA cited correctly with the page number. There is a pdf copy of the book
online (linked below) which will help you find the words you don’t notice as you
read. Press Control and F and a search box appears. You can search for the word that
way, and then just cut and paste. If you complete this section correctly in addition to the
definitions, you can earn a maximum grade of an A.
o Be prepared for a vocab quiz upon return.

Link to pdf of F451:
www.ccsoh.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=16792&dataid=23409&FileName=Fa
hrenheit%20451.pdf
Vocabulary (in order of appearance in the book)
1. Mausoleum (noun): “a stately and magnificent tomb.”
“It was like coming into the cold marbled room of a mausoleum after the moon had set”
(Bradbury 9).
2. Pulverized
3. Noncombustible
4. Feigning
5. Suffuse
6. Contemptible
7. Insidious
8. Ruinous
9. Perfunctorily
10. Odious
11. Luminescent
12. Proclivity
13. Cacophony
14. Pedant
15. Incessant
16. Stolid
17. Melancholy
18. Proboscis
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19. Heresy
20. Stagnant
21. Torrent
22. Sieve
23. Retaliation
24. Divert
25. Disperse
26. Linguist
27. Filigree
28. Invigorate
29. Manifest
30. Verbiage
31. Beatific
32. Tyranny
33. Rigidity
34. Rend
35. Writhing
36. Excursion
37. Dilate
38. Silhouette
39. Converge
40. Dwindle
41. Avenge
42. Allot
43. Bombardment
44. Disintegrate
45. Desolation
46. Prattle
47. Pyre
48. Avenge
49. Capillary
50. Custodian
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