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HELP A FALCON SOAR! 

The past few months have made it incredibly 
clear just how important each and every  

member of the Fisher community is,  
how important your voice is, and how  

important we all are to each other. 

We know now, more than ever, that when we work  

together, we are stronger. As we continue to navigate the  

pandemic and the upheaval in our country, we see  

even more clearly the value of a Fisher education. 

Your support today allows us to not only redouble our efforts to  

provide a rich academic experience, but also to expand our commitment to 

creating a more equitable community where all students can thrive.

Please consider making a gift to Fisher that will directly impact our  

students, our faculty, and our programs. Your experience, your generosity,  

and your partnership all play a role in defining the future of our college.

Give a Falcon Wings 
In response to the current  

challenges facing our community,  

Fisher has established two  

important funding opportunities. 

Falcon Hope Fund 
This fund will support Fisher students  

and families facing significant hardship  

and will increase our emergency financial  

aid resources in order to ensure that all  

of our current students can continue their 

educational journeys at Fisher.

Fisher Fund for Social Justice 
This fund will provide annual grants to projects 

in four broad categories: student research, 

activism and internships, campus-wide events 

and speakers, and long-term programs with 

community partners.

Thank you for giving to the Fisher Fund! All gifts are welcome. Every gift counts.

GIVING LEVELS

Falcon Friends............................. $100–$249

Brownstone Club......................... $250–$499

Beacon Street Club...................... $500–$999

Staircase Society............... $1,000–$2,499

Back Bay Society.................... $2,500–$4,999

President’s Circle................... $5,000–$9,999

Founders’ Circle............... $10,000 and above

AREAS OF IMPACT

Greatest Need

Academics

Student Clubs/Drama

Athletics

Faculty

Financial Aid

Fund for Social Justice

Falcon Hope Fund

Technology

WITH YOUR GIFT 
TO FISHER



Maryanne DiBerto ’70 is an internationally recognized  
expert on environmental, health, and safety auditing.
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AT FISHER

Sanford L. Fisher retires as president 
of Fisher Junior College. 

ANNUAL TUITION: $3,000 for res-
idential students; $1,300 for day 
students. DEGREES: 2-year Associ-
ate of Arts and Associate of Science.
POPULAR CLUBS: Horseback Riding 
and karate.

IN BOSTON

60,000 protest Vietnam War on 
Boston Common.

First Boston Gay Pride events. 

Aerosmith debuts.

IN AMERICA

First Earth Day observed.

EPA (Environmental Protection 
Agency) created.

Vietnam War student protesters 
killed by police at Kent State and 
Jackson State. 

PBS (Public Broadcasting Service) 
begins operations. 

Jimi Hendrix and Janice Joplin die of 
drug overdoses, aged 27.

Chicago 7 trial ends. 

Voting age lowered to 18.

Apollo 13 makes safe emergency 
landing after lunar mission aborted.

IN THE WORLD

The Beatles break up. 

Women’s Liberation protestors dis-
rupt London’s Miss World pageant.

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
ratified.

United States invades Cambodia.

World’s population hits 3.63 billion.

CALL FOR CLASS NOTES Talk to us! 
Did you get a promotion? Get mar-
ried? Move to a new country? Meet 
up with your old classmates? Grad-
uate (again)? We want to hear from 
our alumni. Share your updates. Your 
news may appear in our Class Notes 
section. Send notes to alumni@
fisher.edu.

Alumni 
News

Her Brilliant  
Career How a Fisher 
education launched 
Maryanne DiBerto’s 
rise to the top of  
a new profession.
BY JANE WHITEHEAD

Photograph by Adam DeTour

THE SOCIAL CHANGE  heralded by the Swing-
ing Sixties and the Summer of Love was slow 
to reach Fisher College. “You wore gloves and 
dresses, and the worst offense was to smoke a 
cigarette in your room or violate curfew,” re-
members Medford native Maryanne DiBerto 
’70, president of her senior class.

Now an internationally recognized expert 
on environmental, health, and safety audit-
ing, DiBerto’s key to a stellar career was her 
rigorous training at Fisher as an executive sec-
retary. At her very first job interview, she aced 
the typing test and landed a secretarial post 
with Boston-based international management 
consulting firm Arthur D. Little (ADL).

DiBerto arrived at the firm a few years 
before the rise of a new specialty in envi-
ronmental management consulting: envi-
ronmental health and safety auditing. Her 
potential was clear from the start to analyti-
cal chemist John Funkhouser, who became 
head of ADL’s Environmental Practice, for 
whom she worked as secretary and then 
administrative assistant, before he nominat-
ed her to the professional consulting staff. As 
a stenographer, she struggled with chemical 
terminology, and would hand over the results 
of his dictation saying: “This is a game of fill 
in the blanks.” But shorthand shortcomings 

aside, “we had a good relationship and he 
was a wonderful mentor,” she said.

As a member of ADL’s Environmental 
Health and Safety Practice for more than 25 
years, DiBerto worked with major corpora-
tions and the EPA to help them develop best 
practices in the fast-growing field.

Many people have forgotten the disaster 
in Bhopal, India, in 1984, said DiBerto. But 
the accident at the Union Carbide pesticide 
plant that released poisonous gas and killed 
some 3,500 people, was a landmark in in-
dustrial safety regulation. DiBerto was a key 
player in the ADL team that helped Union 
Carbide develop a “second to none” safety 
audit program to avert future catastrophes.

As the new head of ADL’s Auditing Prac-
tice in 1992—and a new mother—DiBerto 
took over leadership of the company’s safety 
oversight of a historic project closer to home: 
Boston’s Big Dig, the multi-billion-dollar 
Central Artery/Tunnel that reconnected 
downtown to the seaport. Site-specific safety 
plans and full-time safety personnel were 
among the innovations adopted by what 
was then the country’s largest public works 
project, noted DiBerto.

By 2000, having reached the position 
of vice president and managing director 
of ADL’s Global EHS Auditing Practice and 
president of ADL, Canada, DiBerto joined 
the Boston Environmental Group (BEG), 
founded by her husband Stephen Poltorzycki 
the previous year. “We were really tired of 
traveling,” she said, “and we wanted to be in 
control of the projects we worked on.”

These days, DiBerto has cut back her 
hours but still takes on large-scale projects. 
These include a two-year auditing assign-
ment in Hawaii, which, thanks to the pan-
demic, is “a kind of virtual or hybrid audit” 
involving intense supervision via Zoom of 
local subcontractors acting as her eyes and 
ears on the ground. 
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Meet the Great Greg Gatsby
Greg Avila is a Billboard-charting 
electronic dance music producer, 
writer, and publisher.
BY JANE WHITEHEAD

Until the Pandemic struck in March, 2020 
promised to be a banner year for Bill-
board-charting electronic dance music 
producer, writer, and publisher Greg Avila, 
aka Greg Gatsby. Back-to-back club and 
festival bookings from Miami to Virginia, 
and gigs in New Zealand, Italy, Sweden, 
and Asia vaporized in the face of Covid-19. 

“It was brutal,” says Avila.  

With the brakes slammed 
on his hectic travel sched-
ule—in the last few years 
he’s played over 300 shows 
at 90-plus venues across 
North America, Europe, 
and the Caribbean—Avila, 
now based in Los Angeles, 
reflected on his early career. 

Fisher played a crucial 
part, he says. As a freshman 
in 2006-2007 he played on 
the college’s hip-hop-lov-
ing, championship-win-
ning basketball team. Avila 
fit right in with teammates 
who made and mixed their 
own music, something he’d 
done from childhood, and a 
roommate introduced him 
to his first professional mu-
sic studio. From the Fisher 
dorms it was a straight shot 
across Boston Common 

to Felt, a club that gave 
Avila his first taste of event 
promotion and DJ’ing. Over 
the next ten years, under 
the stage name Greg Gatsby, 
he was a key player in 
Boston’s nightlife, hosting 
the city’s taste-makers and 
entrepreneurs at clubs like 
Royale and Prime.

Avila’s currently working 
on a new album of his own 
songs, “Before I Go,” in a 
genre he calls “cinematic, 
electronic pop.” He’s also 
mulling projects with a 
bunch of singer-songwrit-
ers for release on his label, 
Rorschach Music Group. 
After the pandemic-en-
forced lull, he promised: 

“We’ll get cranking pretty 
soon!”Follow Avila on Insta-
gram (@greggatsbymusic).

As a kid growing up in Camden, New Jersey, one of 
America’s most dangerous cities, Brandon Rembert 
’19 dreamed of playing professional basketball. He 
was a standout player on Fisher teams in his junior and 
senior seasons, and through determination and skill 
he’s achieved that goal, in the face of multiple injuries 
and setbacks. Now a free agent, he’s weighing offers 
to play in Kazakhstan, Iceland, Georgia, and Australia, 
after a successful 2019-2020 rookie season with the 
Tirana-based Albanian team, Kamza Basket. 

Of his time in Albania, Rembert says: “I enjoyed the 
good and the bad while I was there—I’m grateful for it 
all!” His enjoyment of the Albanians’ tough, physical 

style of play, traveling round the country, learning the 
language, and meeting young fans after games more 
than offset experiences with random power cuts, spot-
ty WiFi, and packs of stray dogs roaming the streets. 
He respected his teammates as “real go-getters” who 
“grind for everything,” make no excuses, and push 
through pain and fatigue to make it to every practice 
and every game.  

Off the court and back in the states, Rembert is 
developing his own sportswear brand, launched in No-
vember 2019 on his website brandonrembert.com, and 
planning a youth summer basketball camp. He’s pas-
sionate about inspiring young people “who feel like their 
only option is to give up.” He tells them: “I just hope my 
story shows you can make it out of any situation.” –JW

 Against the Odds



The 
Puzzle
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December 2020 / 
Boston Pops  
Holiday Show

January 2021 / 
Young Alumni 
Yoga, Night at the 
Movies

February 2021 / 
GPS Alumni  
Social, Night at 
the Museum:  
National Museum 
of African Amer-
ican History & 
Culture

February 14, 2021 
/ Giving Day

March 2021 / 
Washington, DC, 
Alumni Happy 
Hour

April 2021 / New 
York Alumni  
Happy Hour

May 2021 / Senior 
& Young Alumni 
Coffee Hour

May 15, 2021 / 
Commencement

June 2021 /  
Reunion Class of 

’70 and ’71

October 2021 /  
Hall of Fame, 
Homecoming

For details, contact 
the Alumni Office  
by email at alumni@
fisher.edu or phone 
617-670-4419.

Across

1. George Gershwin’s 
brother

4. FALCON

13. Do the ring thing

15. “Milord”

16. “       silly ques-
tion...”; 2 wds.

17. About birds

18. George Gersh-
win’s brother, e.g.

20. FALCON

22. A Bug’s Life 
character

23. “Unagi” at the 
sushi bar

24. Likely to burn the 
tongue

28. A Face in the 
Crowd actress 
Patricia

30. Bottom of 
Britain?

32. FALCON COLOR

33. “www” address

35. Big size, for short

38. One pushup, say

39. FALCON

44. Gorillas in the 
Mist extra

45. Bill        Saves the 
World 

46. Making your 
website easy to find, 
for short

47. FALCON COLOR

49. “Hamiltons”

52. “Listen to Your 
Heart”singer in 
Young Frankenstein

56. Exists

59. “Take Good Care 
of My Baby” crooner 
Bobby

60. “Bobby Hockey”

61. FALCON

65. What an IOU 
doesn’t have

68. FALCON COLOR

69. “Money for Noth-
ing”        Straits

70. Landed

71. Comforter filling 

Down

1. “The Falcons? Love 
them!”

2. Canyon cousin

3. Aretha Franklin’s 
label

4. “...auld lang       ”

5. “Fraternal twin,” in 
chemistry

6. End-of-semester 
exams

7. “Beau” modifier

8. Gasp, say

9. “9 to 5” singer

10. “General” of  
Chinese cuisine

11. Approves

12. Dorm supervi-
sors; abbr.

14. Cheer from the 
Falcon stands  

19. Affectionate 
sound

21. “Are you seri-
ous?”

25. Plenty playwright

26. “Back to you,” in 
CB speak

27. “Ducking,” often, 
e.g.

29. Adore, informally

31. Credit card abbr.

34. Even Stevens 
character

36. Children of a         
God

37. Admissions 
req. for some grad 
programs

39. Amahl’s visitors

40. Auto financing 
figs.

41. Act like a startled 
horse

42. “Collect them 
all!” focus

43. “Polloi” preceder

48. Affirmative  
votes

50. “Just suppos-
ing...” 

51. Adjoining

53. “Grownups only” 
restriction

54. Hansel and       

55. Major  
thoroughfare

57. Abbr. in a military 
address

58. Aloha State 
island

62. Math class after 
trig, often

63. Was in the red

64. “... sweetheart  
of Sigma       ”

65. Big letters in 
recent news

66. Texas tea

67. America’s First 
Freedom publisher

Events

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73

Good 
Sports
The Fisher  
College  
Falcons and  
the Sport  
Management 
Program  
are proud  
to be in  
the City of 
Champions. 
BY DONNA HOKE

*For solution,  
go to fisher.edu/ 
fishertoday.

*
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Donor 
Profile

John  
McDonnell
Tito’s Handmade Vodka 
International Managing 
Director; Massachusetts 
Convention Center  
Authority Board Chair; 
Fisher College Board of  
Trustees Member 

What got you involved 
with Fisher? Our daughter 
Erin [Class of 2015] fell in love 
with the college. The thing 
that stood out for me and my 
wife Catherine was the care 
and attention she received 
there; that enabled her to be 
successful after struggling with 
standardized testing through 
her whole school career. She’s 
now studying for her master’s 
in psychology at Fisher.

How do you connect with 
Fisher students? They invite 
me every semester to talk to 
the MBA students about busi-
ness and life. Sometimes stu-
dents call me and I have coffee 
with them and give them ca-
reer advice. That’s what I find 
most fulfilling. If you can help 
put a young person on the right 
path, that’s more rewarding 
than a paycheck. 

What’s the best advice you 
give the students? Stop 
hiding behind email. Pick 
up the telephone and talk to 
somebody!

What motivated your most 
recent gift to the college? 
My wife and I pledged in 
September 2020 to support a 
scholarship for students from 
Boston majoring in psychology. 
The cost of a college education 
is getting out of control, and 
endowed scholarships go a 
long way to help students meet 
tuition fees. I really call on 
others who’re in a position to 
help to follow suit. 
–Jane Whitehead

“Sometimes students 
call me and I give 
them career advice. 
That’s what I find most 
fulfilling. If you can 
help put a young per-
son on the right path, 
that’s more rewarding 
than a paycheck.”
JOHN McDONNELL
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*For solution,  
go to fisher.edu/
fishertoday.

 
Spot the Difference

Stairway to Heaven?
Look closely at this 105-step climb in Fisher’s 118 Beacon Street building. It’s likely that 
nearly every student who ever attended the college would like to forget it.

*

No, this is not the fabled grand staircase at 118 Beacon that welcomes visitors with its gracious swoop designed for grand entrances and exits. 
This is the back way, the exhausting, five-story flight that students have trod up and down to classes for eight decades. Ah, the price one pays 
for attending college in a historic Back Bay brownstone! See if you can spot the eight changes with a second look at the stairwell.

In response to the pandemic, Interim Presi-
dent Steven Rich established the Student Aid 
Relief Fund (SARF) at Fisher with the goal of 
raising an unprecedented $200k. The emer-
gency funds, which are supported by donors 
ranging from foundations to alumni and 
other individuals, are part of a broad effort to 
respond to the unexpected hardship faced by 
many of our students and families. Thus far, 
grants have been disbursed for, among other 

 The Impact of  
the Student  
Aid Relief Fund

things, countless laptops and to pay down 
tuition so students could reenroll.

Fisher has also been able to support 
members of the community with economic 
assistance provided by the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, 
which was enacted by Congress in March to 
protect the American people from the public 
health and economic impacts of Covid-19.

Through these offers of generosity, the 
College has been able to move swiftly to 
soften or alleviate some of the difficulties 
our community has faced over the past nine 
months. Fisher offers thanks to all of those 
who have contributed.

Falcons Rise 
To learn how you 
can contribute, con-
tact us by email at 
alumni@fisher.edu 
or call 617-670-4419.







Fisher College
118 Beacon Street
Boston, MA 02116

Fisher Fits Your Life
With Fisher’s convenient and flexible online programs,  
you can earn a valuable credential while also balancing  
your job, family, and other responsibilities. 

Simply put, Fisher fits your life and your career aspirations.

EXPLORE FISHER’S ONLINE PROGRAMS

4 Online Master’s Degrees

15 Online Bachelor’s Degrees

10+ Online Associate’s Degrees 
& Certificates

To learn more and view a full listing of our online  
program options, visit fisher.edu/online.

fisher.edu/online


