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Countryside Trees 

Dear Friends, 

Greetings from 

Countryside! Wow, 

what a year we 

have had. I write 

this as we are 

wrapping up our 

final days of 

instruction during 

what is arguably 

one of the most 

challenging years in teaching. I am in awe 

of our faculty and staff this year for the 

creative and innovative ways they fulfilled 

our mission, Joy in Learning and Excellence 

in Education. 

This year brought with it a number of 

challenges. Not only were faculty teaching 

socially distanced in-person learners but 

also teaching synchronous remote learners. 

Ms. Stambaugh led a sheepõs eye dissection 

through Zoom. The traditional middle school 

dance in the fall was turned into an outdoor 

movie night.  

Mrs. Woodcock and Mrs. Kyung held the 

first-ever ôLiving History Museumõ with online 

and in-person students performing live 

together. Mrs. Cox and Mrs. Kirby had the 

K/1 students build their own castles instead 

of one large castle together. I could give so 

many examples of the ways our teachers 

Krystal Young 

ensured that Covid didnõt detract from their 

programs.  

In addition to Covid, Countryside completed 

its Head of School search! Itõs me! Iõm the new 

Head although, after a global pandemic, I 

donõt feel new! I am honored and excited to 

be continuing in the work that I have helped 

lead over the past sixteen months. 

In addition to fostering relationships with our 

current families, I look forward to building 

relationships with alumni families. Kristin 

Feddersen and I are so excited about the 

prospect of hosting alumni events again when 

itõs safer for travel. 

Wishing you a healthy and happy summer 

filled with memories. 

All the best, 

Krystal Young 

Head of School 

Our 8th graders honored at graduation: 

Adrian Blume Central   

Jack Braun  Academy 

Max Chen Centennial  

Isabelle Hadjsaid Undecided 

Kenji Hayakawa Central 

Dillon Jones Academy  

David Konicek Undecided  

James Lee Pomfret School  

  (Connecticut)  

Davis Mo Concordia International 

  School Shanghai  

Staz Smith-Provezis Central  

Eric Tian Centennial 

Conrad Tichenor Academy 
 

Students matriculating as subfreshmen at 

University Laboratory High School: 

Andres Bross Will Miller 

Cali Cooper Chloe Noronja-Hostler 

Helen Fu Madison Young 

Sasha Goncalo Our first-ever Outdoor Movie Night - two 
screens - choice of The Princes Bride or Shrek 



 

 

ALUMNI:  

BE SURE WE 

HAVE YOUR 

EMAIL ADDESS 

TO RECEIVE 

INVITATIONS 

Page 2 

Countryside Trees 

BIG Changes This Year 

The MPR as the science room? Social sciences 

in the gym? We opened our doors this August 

with a very different look from previous 

years. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we spent 

the summer redesigning our interior spaces, 

upgrading our HVAC units, and installing 

room air purifiers. 

In order to keep our students with their grade

-level cohort, every classroom was reduced to 

just one grade and redesigned with six-foot 

spacing between desks. This meant, for 

example, that the K/1 room became just the 

Kindergarten room. With 1st grade moving to 

the 2/3 room, 3rd grade took over LWW, 

and LWW moved to the gym.  And so on and 

so on forth. Whew! 

We were fortunate to be able to offer our 

families a choice of 5-day-a-week in-person 

learning or remote learning. And families 

could choose which option they preferred by 

the month. Our teachers worked to ensure 

they could simultaneously teach to their in-

person students - known as òRoomiesó - and 

to their remote students - known as òZoomiesó. 

We offered lunch in our three event tents on 

the back lawn with the students on yoga mats. 

In addition, these spaces were used for 

outdoor classroom space.   

Masks were (and still are) required for 

anyone in the building, and we restricted 

those in the building to students and faculty/

staff only. Our students entered their 

classrooms by the exterior doors, and we used 

the sidewalks to move between classes instead 

of the interior corridors. Everyone was 

subjected to a temperature check upon 

entering the building. And for our remote 

students, our front vestibule was utilized for 

supply pick up and drop off.  

All our faculty and staff were fully vaccinated 

as of the first week in March. In fact, we are 

fortunate to be a small school so that we could 

plan ahead to close the school the day after 

the vaccine to account for possible reactions. 

We are proud that our entire faculty and 

staff are fully vaccinated. And that we have 

had no cases of COVID transmission at school 

this year among students, faculty or staff! 

Above: 3rd grade in òoldó LWW 

Below:  LWW in the gym 
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Graduating in a Pandemic 

Planning a graduation ceremony during a 

pandemic lockdown led to innovation. Last 

May we celebrated our Class of 2020 with 

several firsts -  social media spotlights, a car 

parade, and our first outdoor graduation. 

We featured each of our 8th graders on our 

Instagram and Facebook pages in May with 

photos and quotes about memorable moments 

and what they will miss about Countryside. 

We held our first-ever graduation parade 

with cars decorated for the occasion and our 

faculty cheering on the graduates.  We 

enjoyed this parking lot celebration so much 

that we have decided to make it a tradition. 

Although our original May graduation had to 

be postponed, when the State allowed 

outdoor gatherings in June we jumped on the 

opportunity to celebrate our graduates.  

We battled wind, the setting sun, and 

technical difficulties to bring our òpodsó of in-

person families and our grandparents & 

friends on Zoom to create a memorable 

celebration of our 8th graders! (photo below) 

Feeling the Love 
 

A special thank you to our current families, 

alumni families, board, and even some of 

our ALUMNI for sponsoring/providing many 

lunches for faculty and staff this year.  

We enjoyed lunches from several locally-

owned restaurants including Papa Delõs, 

Original Pancake House, Rainbow Garden, 

El Toro, San Maru, Dish Passionate Cuisine, 

Neil St. Blues and more. 

Another anonymous benefactor made 

Countryside masks for EVERY single faculty 

and staff member. They even made an 

oversized mask for our mascot, Kirby the 

Comet! 

These gestures of kindness were greatly 

appreciated. 

Face masks from custom Countryside logo 

material handmade by an anonymous 

family 


