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DEMOLITION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Permit for demolition of particular structure. 
No person shall demolish any building, structure or part thereof without obtaining a permit for 
the particular demolition undertaking from the building official of the town where such building 
is located.  No person shall be eligible to receive a permit under this section unless he furnishes 
to the building official written evidence 
 

(1) of financial responsibility in the form of a certificate of insurance specifying demolition 
purposes and providing liability coverage for bodily injury of at least one hundred thousand 
dollars per person with an aggregate of at least three hundred thousand dollars, and for 
property damage of at least fifty thousand dollars per accident with an aggregate of at least 
one hundred thousand dollars; each such certificate shall provide that the town or city and its 
agents shall be saved harmless from any claim or claims arising out of the negligence of the 
applicant or his agents or employees in the course of the demolition operations; 
(2) in the form of a certificate of notice executed by all public utilities having service 
connections within the premises proposed to be demolished, stating that such utilities have 
severed such connections and service, and 
(3) that he is the holder of a current valid certificate of registration, except in the case of 

a. a person who is engaged in the disassembling, transportation and reconstruction 
of historic buildings for historical purposes or who is engaged in the demolition of 
farm buildings or in the demolition, renovation, alteration or reconstruction of a 
single-family residence, or 

b. the demolition of a single-family residence or outbuilding by an owner of such 
structure if it does not exceed a height of thirty feet, provided the owner shall be 
present on site while such demolition work is in progress, shall be held personally 
liable for any injury to individuals or damage to public or private property caused 
by such demolition, and provided further such demolition shall be permitted only 
with respect to buildings which have clearance from other structures, roads or 
highways equal to or greater than the height of the structure subject to 
demolition.  The local building official may require additional clearance when 
deemed necessary for safety. 

 
Notice to adjoining property owners. 
No person shall commence any demolition operation unless he first notifies each adjoining 
property owner by registered or certified mail at such owner’s last address according to the 
records of the assessor of the city, town or borough in which such demolition operation is 
planned. 



 
Safety measures to be provided. 

(a) No person shall remove or demolish any building or structure or part thereof without 
providing adequate safety measures for all workmen and suitable protections for the public. 

 
(b) No person shall demolish any building or structure, without causing to be erected and 
maintained, for the duration of the demolition operations, a fence or barricade meeting the 
requirements of this section.  Each such fence or barricade shall be adequate for safety, shall 
be not less than eight feet high; shall extend along the street line for the entire length of the 
building or structure facing on the street, with each end returning back to the building line, 
and shall be solid for its entire length, except for such openings, provided with sliding doors 
swinging inward, as may be necessary for the proper prosecution of the work.  The building 
official may waive the requirements of this subsection, or may make such further 
requirements as he deems necessary for the protection of the public. 

 
Accumulated materials. 
No personal shall demolish any structure or building without making suitable provision for the 
disposal of all accumulated materials.  No person shall overload any part of the protective 
structures erected during the demolition operations by storage, materials or debris to an extent 
beyond the live load capacity.  No person shall, during demolition operations, allow materials to 
accumulate which would, by their nature, upon removal, cause an excessive amount of dust, 
dirt or debris in the air, without suitably wetting down such accumulations with water, 
dehydrated lime or some similar agent. 
 
Basements and cellars. 
No person shall allow any basement, cellar, hole or the like to remain uncovered or opened as a 
result of the demolition of any building, structure or part thereof.  Each person who, in a 
demolition operation, uncovers or opens such a basement, cellar, hole or the like shall fill the 
same to grade and remove all excess materials, rubbish and debris from the premises.  If a new 
building, structure or part thereof is to be erected on the site of such demolished premises, the 
building official may waive any of the provisions of this section. 
 
 
 
 

For Complete Requirements See Connecticut General Statutes 


