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Initially I 
worked on 
how I 
visualized 

Initially this project 

was very much 

different and after 

many other works I 

went back to it. I 

noticed my techniques 

were changed so i 

wanted to incorporate 

the old classing things 

were the color shading 

I got very much into  in 

12 grade. I decided to 

change it from the 

initial plane of simply 

adding tattoos of the 

punch I would've put in 

on a surface that made 

it more dramatic and 

then add the use of 

colours and shading .   



SHOOK OF REALITY

Starting from the theme 
of “shook of reality” I 
was immediately drawn 
to the idea of the news 
and how hearing the 
news or seeing them 
can affect people and 
in some cases shook 
us. 

Then I started experimenting and 
navigating in the concept of the impact 
that confronting the intensity of the 
concept of reality can have on people.

If being shook is 
something that 
happens in levels or 
stages: how does it 
start? Evolve?Impact 
the way humans 
operate and think?

Does it start from the 
senses such as smell, 
eye sight, nose scent 
or taste?And do the 
senses send specific 
emotions and 
automatic reactions to 
the brain?

So i started 
experimenting on 
the idea of many 
people as a united 
community react to 
the news that can 
be metaphorically 
be represented as a 
bomb; inspired also 
by the phrase often 
used in the news 
reports “bomb news”



After reflecting on how the body and mind of 
humans would react to something “shocking”, 
I went back to the initial thought odd the facts 
that in the reality of this society effectively 
shook people and why?

The News are the 
most scary and 
unpredictable social 
activity and 
informational source 
that scares and 
makes people stand 
up the most.

People get 
shocked when 
the news touches 
the most their 
lives and point of 
view.

People see things and 
everyone from different 
perspectives so the 
reactions change pearson 
to pearson.

A= The fact 
that people 
don’t agree on 
something.

B= The concept of why 
we are alive?What are 
we?Why are “we”? What 
makes us so special?

OR

Per exemple I find shoking to 
think about the vastaty of the 
universe and the concept of 
facing the truth we don’t know.



We were then 
given three 
important 
directions:

1.

2.

3.

From the previous spages 
I was very convinced 
about the concept of the 
box that contains our 
ensemble of the personal 
knowledge and how the 
human body reacts to the 
force of being pushed out 
of our personal 
knowledge and comfort 
zone.

The only struggle was 
being able to but the box 
concept in a circle and how 
I wanted to present this 
concept.

Following the task to use 
contrasting colours by looking 
at the palette of contrasting 
colours i started experimenting 
with them on the message and 
box vision I had.



After I decided the message and the main 
object; A box that represents the bag of 
personal knowledge, I started working on 
putting my ideas into a circle format.

Working on the box i 
asked myself if I 
should’ve made simple 
boxes or add body parts 
coming out of the boxes 
or just one.

In the first drawing out of the 
box is breaking through a very 
expressive facial expression 
that transmits a very shook ‘d 
and scared emotion.

1.

2.

The seconde drawing is different because it’s just a body part, in a very 
natural unemotional position. Another idea was to make a head from 
behind come outside the box.

 

=the head from 
behind could’ve 
been interesting 
because it 
would’ve been 
mysterious if the 
face was behind 
the hair or 
effectively it was 
looking the other 
way. But by trying 
it out it seemed 
more creepy then 
mysterious.

For the facial expression in the first 
drawing and the legs in the second, I 
was inspired by Ernest Pignon 
drawings. For the shocked face I was 
also inspired by the very entens 
painting of Edvard Munch.



I started to experiment more 
with the shapes of the boxes 
and how I wanted to put them 
in the space.

I also thought if making 
come out of different 
boxes, different body 
parts.

I also tried to see if it was more 
effective to draw cracks or not 
because by putting them i 
wanted to give the effect the 
human is breaking out of its box 
but I felt like it seemed more as 
if they were stuck

SHAPES COLOURS

I wanted the 
colours to give the 
effect of nature 
and what humans 
can’t create or 
control like the 
space and the sun 

Blue like the sky, purple like 
the universe and yellow, 
orange and red  

I also wanted to do shadows behind the 
boxes to give an illusion effect that the sun 
is shining on them but I felt like they seemed 
as if they were on a flat surface.



Introduction to my 
thinking process:
I started with the concept of 
infinity, something I think 
humans can’t accept and 
understand but see it’s 
symbolism in everyday life.  
repetition it what i think 
represents infinity, like 
multiplications of numbers, it 
would never end. 
I saw repetitions in many 
things from natural elements 
such as plants, the sky, 
sand, shadows and even in 
the reflection of the sun on 
the blu water of sea. 
Repetition can be also found 
on human made elements 
like towels and workers of 
art already existing such as 
the green and different 
shades work of art on the 
second page and also in 
Yayoi Kusama's work, were 
she based her entire work 
ethic and philosophy on 
repetition and the concept 
on infinity. I started then 
experimenting in getting my 
infinity message through the 
use of colors and using 
together different shades.



Through experimenting and trying 
out different techniques and objects 
to adapt it top it, I started to see 
some things in common with pop 
modern art such as the lady Gaga’s 
album called “artpop and has a blue 
mirrored ball  in the middle of her 
legs. Shadows and lights are very 
crucial in everyday life to notice 
everything, that includes many 
different shades of colors that 
together create a general picture; 
that to eye are seem as simple one 
color image, but in reality if you look 
from a lot closer you can see it’s a 
lot more complex.  

So I started experimenting 
on my iPad with the app 
“procreate” by using the 
apple pen. I experimented 
by mixing colors and 
passed on playing with 
different shades of the 
same color and layering 
them to give a sort of 
illusion effect.





“Pop face” by Matilde Rigamonti 
159x108cm (10/2020)



=For the final piece, by 
looking at the pictures i took 
during the summer  i found 
this picture of me with blue 
sunglasses, i liked the 
reflection of the sea on the 
glasses and the shadow‘s 
and lights on my face giving 
a shape and lines to 
everything in the picture.

I Started trying 
to adapt my 
“technique“ of 
layering colors 
to the picture by 
taking the color 
of the darkest 
shadower and 
then doing the 
same till i 
finished with a 
layer of the 
lightest color. 

The choice of 
the color 
combinations 
for the 
different 
elements 
wasn’t very 
easy.

as I wanted them to be 
of a different shade but 
that would still work

At first i wanted 
to do dark red 
lips and than 
make it degradè 
till the middle but 
after trying 
different red‘s i 
remembered of 
the pinkish colors 
of the 
backgrounds of 
the drawing done 
with the iPad and 
i tried it as a 
base and it 
worked so i kept 
it on that idea.The background was hard to 

make because I wanted to 
create an illusive effect that 
from far away would have 
seemed like a colorful point but 
when you get closer it‘s more 
complex, so i wanted to choose 
colors that had the same base 
but still were complex and 
different when you got closer.
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I experimented with 
my color layering 
technique with 
digital devices 
making me realise I 
could apply it to any 
subject or object. So 
I started 
experimenting and 
getting inspiration by 
realistic object 
paintings by getting 
there main subjects 
and adapting it to 
my concept of 
layering color and 
making the viewer 
question there 
prospective on 
shapes and colors.

The difficulty was 
understanding how 
to do so without 
going to much into 
simple 
representation of 
reality or making 
something to 
abstract, that the 
viewer can’t connect 
it to anything 
realistic. 



After choosing to 
represent real 
objects, more 
specifically fruit I 
had to figure out 
what colors and the 
final positioning of 
the fruit on the 
caves. I was very 
much attracted by 
the idea of using 
contrasting colors 
and changing the 
image to represent 
realistic objects like 
Hundertwasser's 
pieces or Arthur 
G.Dove’s . Though 
I chose to do 
a“simple“ 
piece were I 
applied my 
technique on a 
realistic structure 
and unsemble of 
objects with maybe 
a contrasting 
background. Like 
Van Gogh’s famous 
night painting.



The Dutch designer Iris Van Herpen is known for 
her creative and sophisticated fashion. Her fashion 
shows often take the form of an artistic 
performance.

Iris Van Herpen
Iris Van Harper has stated in different 
interviews that for her “fashion is an 
expression of art that is very close related 
to me and to my body.
 I see it as my expression of identity 
combined with desire, moods and cultural 
setting.”

Through her work, structure, lines and 
colors as I wanted to do in mine she 
expresses her emotions and concepts but 
doesn’t force them on the viewer.  
She tries to make it clear that:
“fashion is an artistic expression, showing 
and wearing art, and not just a functional 
and devoid of content or commercial tool.” 
With my work I intend to show like Harper 
that art and fashion can give value to the 
world. 

Wearing clothing creates an exciting and 
imperative form of self-expression.
 'Form follows function'  is not a slogan 
with which I concur.

On the contrary, I find that forms 
complement and change the body and 
thus the emotion. Movement, so essential 
to and in the body, is just as important in 
my work. By bringing form, structure and 
materials together in a new manner, I try 
to suggest and realize optimal tension 
and movement.”

https://www.linkedin.com/com
pany/irisvanherpen/

https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2021/01/rus-khasanov-eyes-film/


I started this project by wanting 
to keep the idea of the reality 
that surrounds everything that 
each of us interprets as such. I 
think colors are are an 
important factor in how we 
choose to keep our attention on 
something or just to move on 
and keep looking around. 

After I knew the concept and its shape I worked on 
the composition and how I wanted to structure and 
decide on the design of the dress. I also had to 
think about how it would've been possible to realize 
it and that it wasn't a simple dress but an artistic 
dress. I decided to work with denim because it's a 
color most people see as simply jeans, but it's not. 
Denim like every other color has it's shading, and 
every shade can have its meaning. This is one of 
the messages I want to deliver with this color 
layering technique so nìdenim was perfect. 
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