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NAIA Eligibility



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome! My name is ______ and tonight, we’re going to talk about opportunities to play sport in the NAIA. 
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About the NAIA

The NAIA are the experts in the business of small college
athletics.

We intentionally teach character and prepare student-athletes
to be tomorrow’s leaders.

We develop Champions of Character® through our core values:

Integrity - Respect - Responsibility
Sportsmanship - Servant Leadership


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics exists to advance character-driven college sports. Of all students who play sports in high school, about 7 out of 100 will play in college, but only 1% will play for an NCAA Division I school. Thousands of opportunities exist to keep playing your sport at a smaller, NAIA school. The NAIA is a great way to earn a scholarship to keep playing while receiving an excellent college education at a four-year university.
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About the NAIA @

® $600 million in scholarships annually
® 65,000 student athletes

® 26 national championships



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The NAIA has 65,000 student-athletes at colleges and universities across our 251 member schools. Student-athletes have the chance to compete in 26 national championships. Not only do NAIA student-athletes get to keep playing their sport at the collegiate level, but many do it while receiving a portion of the $600 million in athletic scholarships offered at NAIA colleges and universities. 
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Attending a NAIA School

" Visit playnaia.org to search for schools

250 Member Institutions

Sedarch 1or 5choo

Search by State

Search by Conference

Enrollment Size

Fublic/Private

Denomination Affiliation

- - -
Learch Schools by Zipcode



Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you’re ready to search for an NAIA school, visit Play.MyNAIA.org to search for one of our schools.


Where are our schools located?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
NAIA schools are located throughout the United States and Canada, so you won’t need to travel far to find a school close to you. 
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VOLLEYBALL



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The NAIA offers the opportunity to compete in a wide variety of championship sports, including baseball, softball, volleyball, football, basketball, tennis, swimming and diving, track and field, competitive cheer and dance, cross-country, soccer, wrestling, and golf. Student-athletes travel the country to be a part of national championships, competing on a national stage in places like Vancouver, Washington; Rome, Georgia; Lewiston, Idaho; Gulf Shores, Alabama; and Kansas City, Missouri.
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Invitational Sports @

Invitational Sports

® Men’s and Women'’s Bowling
® Men’s and Women'’s Lacrosse
® Women’s Wrestling



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to Championship sports, the NAIA also recognizes emerging and invitational sports. These are programs that many of our campuses have started sponsoring but do not yet have the numbers or competitive structure to become a championship sport. Current invitational and emerging sports are listed on screen.
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Recruiting in the NAIA

® No communication restrictions between NAIA coaches and high school
athletes

" No recruiting calendar
" 2 days of tryouts per NAIA school

® Coaches can connect with student-athletes using texting, email, phone,
Twitter, Facebook and any other social media


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another advantage of playing for an NAIA school is how the recruiting rules work in high school. Forget what you know about recruiting because the NAIA is different.  NAIA recruiting rules don’t restrict when or how often you and college coaches can communicate.  The NAIA’s approach allows you and the coach to develop a rapport so both of you feel confident that you’re making the right choice and can fully explore what NAIA schools have to offer you both athletically and academically.
 
There is no recruiting calendar in the NAIA, so take advantage. Recruiting can take place year-round for NAIA coaches, which means any time a coach is not in season for his or her sport is a great time for the coach to be out evaluating prospective talent. 
 
Reach out to coaches early in your high school career to start building a relationship. Start with NAIA schools in your area. Check out the NAIA.org website to search for schools that offer your sport and learn more about their postseason and national championship experiences. Let an NAIA coach know you are interested and continue to stay on the coach’s radar in a positive way. It’s easy to stay in touch with NAIA coaches through any media you, your family and the coach are most comfortable, whether that is Facebook, Twitter, texting, email or phone. NAIA recruiting rules allow for personal relationships to be developed so that you can make a choice that is right for you. Building relationships with NAIA coaching staffs early on and letting them know you are interested can give you a recruiting edge.
 
Keep up your GPA. No coach will recruit you if you can’t step foot on the playing field. The minimum cumulative high school GPA to be eligible your freshman year in the NAIA is a 2.0 on a 4.0 scale. There aren’t core courses to worry about in the NAIA, so this GPA is a combination of all your classes.  Some NAIA schools may have their own requirements that go beyond minimum NAIA requirements, so it’s important to check with the schools you are interested in to find out about their admissions requirements. Solid academics are just as an important a piece of the puzzle to being recruited in the NAIA as athletics.
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NAIA Showcase



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The NAIA Showcases are one-day recruiting events where you display your athletic skills in front of NAIA coaches. They also include opportunities for athletes and parents to connect with NAIA coaches. Let’s watch a short video to hear more.



. 4
Sh owcase PLAYNAIA

Sports @

Men’'s Basketball ® Women’s Soccer

Men’s Soccer ® Women'’s Basketball
Football | Softball
Baseball
Cities
® Los Angeles ® Kansas City
" Denver ® Chicago
® Wichita B Atlanta
[ |

Daytona Beach

\Learn more at NAIAShowcase.com
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Showcase events continue to expand into new sports and new cities. Learn more at NAIAShowcase.com.



Register

JI@E@ ELIGIBILITY CENTER

READY TO

PLAY?

When you're ready to take your
life and your game to the next

level, it's time to register with

the NAIA.

Time to Suit Up

Visibility Opportunity
+ Let our coaches find you easily » Play the sport you love while earning a degree
* Post a video showing off your skills » Increase your chance to play for a national title
+ Sign up for our Showcase » Be part of a truly student-centric organization

Play.MyNAIA.org

Eligibility

« Make sure your eligibility is in order

.
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1 account?

Get Access Today

ount for more info

Register Student

® Increase your opportunity for scholarships

* Show coaches you are ready to play
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before you can step onto the playing field, you have to make sure you are eligible. Anyone who wants to play at an NAIA school for the first time will need to register with the NAIA Eligibility Center at Play.MyNAIA.org. Once you register, you’ll need to provide some basic information so they can send you an email confirmation, and then you’re on your way.

First, get started with your online profile by giving the NAIA some general information about yourself such as who you are, where you’re from, and what sports you plan to play in the NAIA—basic background information. This is also where you can sign up to receive text reminders from the Eligibility Center so you don’t forget to send your test scores or transcripts later and so you get an alert as soon as your eligibility determination is available.
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Student Reglstratlon Fees & Waivers

" Students pay a_one-time fee
" $90 Freshmen from the US & Canada
® ¢$135  Transfers from the US & Canada
" $150 International Students

" Waivers are available based on need.

B ACT/SAT fee waiver or Free/reduced school lunch
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next step is to pay the registration fee or apply for a fee waiver. U.S. and Canadian high school students pay $90, U.S. and Canadian transfer students pay $135, and international students pay $150. You can get the registration fee waived if you qualify for a waiver for the ACT or SAT or if you qualify for free or reduced-price lunch at school. All of you will need to have your high school approve your fee waiver online through the NAIA High School Portal. High school fee waivers that are sent to the Eligibility Center by; mail, email or fax will be denied. 
 
If your high school is unable to approve your fee waiver, or your high school has denied your fee waiver and your financial circumstances have changed, please contact the NAIA Eligibility Center to discuss a possible exception. Please note, you need to register before you can receive a fee waiver, but you do not need to pay before you get the waiver. You should select “Fee waiver” as your payment option.
 
Once you have registered with the Eligibility Center, your online status will be updated on your Activity List, which can be viewed from your online dashboard when you log in at Play.MyNAIA.org. Your profile will not be reviewed until the NAIA Eligibility Center has received all necessary information and documents to make a determination on your eligibility. The time it takes to receive a determination can vary, but keep in mind you don’t need a final determination to accept a scholarship or a place on a school’s team. You should register early and submit all your documents as soon as they are available to avoid any delays in receiving a determination.
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High School Portal NAIRY

Fast. Free. Secure.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The eligibility center’s required method of receiving high school transcripts is the NAIA High School Portal. Here is a quick video about how it is used by high school administrators.
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High School Portal @

8,500+ users
Fee waivers must be confirmed through the portal
Transcripts and Class Rank must be submitted via the portal

Test scores cannot be sent through the portal
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The High School portal allows counselors to electronically and securely submit transcripts and class rank letters on behalf of their students. Transcripts are required to be submitted through this electronic, online portal. Registration for high school counselors is free and easy. No core course reviews are conducted in the NAIA. The function of the portal is for counselors to upload official transcripts, confirm fee waivers and confirm student class ranking. 
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Sending Transcripts NATHY

Transcripts must be official and come direct/y from the school

The eligibility center only requires a high school transcript from the
school where you're graduating

Send transcripts after high school graduation, unless you’re seeking an
Early Decision and meet those qualifications

Transcripts should not be sent until you have completed your junior year
of high school
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The NAIA Eligibility Center needs your transcripts to process your eligibility. If you are in high school, ask your high school guidance counselor to send an official transcript after high school graduation. The NAIA only needs one transcript to make your determination, so don’t have your school send a transcript before you graduate unless you meet the qualifications for an Early Decision. 



.
PLAYNAIA

Submitting ACT and SAT NAIR|

Test Scores

Test scores must be sent directly from the testing service
Test scores cannot be taken from high school transcript
Contact ACT or College Board to have scores sent

Use our test code:

16


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Make sure you put the NAIA on the list of places where you want your scores sent when you register for the SAT or ACT. The NAIA number is 9876. The test scores have to come straight from the testing service, so if you have already taken the exam you’ll need to contact ACT or the College Board to have them send your test scores to the NAIA Eligibility Center. 
 
The SAT score used is the combined reading and math sections of the SAT. The writing score is not used to determine eligibility. The ACT score is a student’s composite score; again, they do not use a writing score in making a determination. Keep in mind that the NAIA does not combine scores from different testing dates. The SAT or ACT score used for determining eligibility must be achieved in one sitting.
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Eligibility Requirements NAIR

Current High School Student-Athletes

Early decisions are available for current high school students who qualify.
®  Testscore 18+ ACT or970+ SAT
" GPA 3.0 on a 4.0 scale after junior year
2.5 on a 4.0 scale midway through senior year

High School Graduates
Meet 2 of 3 requirements to be eligible in the freshman year:
" GPA 2.0 on 4.0 scale
® Testscore 18+ ACT or970+ SAT

®  (Class rank  Final ranking in top 50% of class
*test score exception (March 1, 2016 — April 30, 2019)
= 16+ ACT or 860+ SAT
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
First-time college freshmen only need to meet two criteria and graduate high school to be eligible to play. Your options of criteria to meet are: A minimum GPA of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale, a minimum test score of 18 on the ACT or 970 combined between the Evidence-Based Reading and Writing & Math sections on the SAT, and graduation in the top 50% of your high school class. Meet any two of those and you are eligible to compete your freshman year in the NAIA. To see if you are eligible, the NAIA needs your transcripts and test scores. They may also need a letter from your principal, associate principal or counselor on school letterhead stating your class rank if it’s not on your transcripts. Send these documents as soon as they are available!
 
If you have the minimum required test score of 18 on the ACT or 970 on the SAT and you have earned at least a “B” average GPA after junior year or at least a 2.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale midway through senior year, you can receive an Early Decision. In this case, have your high school send official transcripts after your junior year or after your first semester of senior year and you will get an eligibility determination before you graduate from high school. Home school, transfer and international students are not able to receive Early Decisions.
If your test was taken between March 1, 2016 and April 30, 2019, the test score requirements will be slightly lower due to a NAIA exception that was granted for test taken during that timeframe. The minimum test score of 16 on the ACT or 860 combined between the Evidence-Based Reading and Writing & Math sections on the SAT will meet the test score requirement. 

Remember that your admission to college is separate from the NAIA Eligibility Center determination. The NAIA Eligibility Center uses transcripts and test scores only to make decisions on whether students meet minimum NAIA eligibility standards. They do not make these documents or the information in them available to anyone outside the NAIA Eligibility Center. Check with the schools you are interested in attending to find out what information they need for admission. NAIA schools are also responsible for deciding who gets a scholarship, not the Eligibility Center. NAIA schools provide students with hundreds of millions of dollars in sports scholarships every year, so talk to the coaches and admissions offices at the school you are interested in to find out more about whether you are able to receive a scholarship.




Connect with Us!

@PlayNAIA PlayNAIA PlayNAIA
@NAIA
@NAIAShowcase
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Connect with us on social media
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Questions?

= Visit: playnaia.org
" Email: ECinfo@naia.org
" Phone: 816.595.8300

N
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
If there’s anything else you want to know about the NAIA Eligibility Center or how you’ll get your eligibility determination, just visit Play.MyNAIA.org and take a look around. You can also contact them directly by email at ECinfo@naia.org or by phone at 816-595-8300. The NAIA hopes to see you on the playing field! 
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